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REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE CHINESE POST OFFICE

FOR THE 5tH YEAR OF CHUNG-HUA MIN-KUO (1916).

GENERALLY speaking, the year was by no means favourable to postal progress. The
political changes were attended by disastrous consequences. Every province suffered from a
state of unrest, and in large areas in several provinces warlike operations and heavy fighting
made trade and communication impossible. Kwangtung, Szechwan, Shensi, Shantung, Hunan,
and Kweichow suffered especially in this respect. Other results of the political agitation were
hardly less harmful to postal operations. Brigandage became rife, and in some districts, as will
be seen from the detailed reports, absolute disorder prevailed. A strict censorship was
instituted at many places. Then the declaration of a moratorium caused infinite trouble in
currency questions and was the source of much dissatisfaction on the part of the public at
certain Offices. In spite of all this, however, business made a good recovery with the return
of more or less normal conditions in the latter part of the year, and postal operations quickly
resumed, and in many districts even surpassed, average proportions. Taken all in all, the
figures show & substantial advance in all branches of the work, which, in the circumstances,
is particularly gratifying. The following comparative table shows the total annual results of
the postal operations under the various categories for the year, together with the totals for the
five preceding years. It will be noted that “ Articles posted” has now been made the basis of
calculation and comparison ; the heading: “Articles dealt with,” used in former reports, was
apt to be misunderstood.

%{(?;:Nz Crung-EUA MIN-KUO:
32D YEar | 157 YEAR | 28D YEAR “ 3RD YEAR | 4TH YEAR | 5TH YEAR
(1911). (1912).% (1913). . (1914). (1915). (1916).
i
Head Offices..c..ovverinviininnriniennas 49T 48+ 45+§ 21 21 21
First, Second, and Third Class |
Offices and Sub-Offices............... go8 1,071 1,276 1,462 1,566 1,595
Agencies ......ooinviniiiniininnn 5,244 5,607 6,487 6,841 6,923 7,181
Articles posted.............. O 126,539,228 132,026,162 197,484,136 212,115,207 226,801,928 250,432,273
Registered articles...... 6,654,700 | 6,440,300 | 10,476,100 ; 11,944,800 | 14,761,900 | 16,978,400
Express articles ......... 1,347,103 | 1,288,883 2,214,795 - 2,516,392 | 2,753,195 | 3,082,544
Insured letters........... Includ- 969 7,776 14,805 25,333 35,009
Articles posted forlocal | ed in)
delivery..........cc..uut [ above| 8,443,211 | 6,623,310 | 12,107,100 2,268,100 | 13,692,600 | 17,197,900
Articles collected from | total.
letter-boxes, Box Of- :
fices, and pillar-boxes 23,807,120 | 21,863,100 | 33,555,300 35,674,100 | 41,972,700 | 46,419,400
Lettersposted in native clubbed mails| 5,913,100 | 2,749,600 | 4,796,100 6,041,900 | 6,381,500 | 4,834,800
Parcels posted : number.......... ceeres 954,740 880,799 | 1,380,912 @ 1,662,326 | 2,033,323 | 2,232,100
” »  weight (kilos) 3,595,857 | 3,347,984 | 5,581,755 6,253,651 | 7,904,129 | 8,484,200
Money orders issued ($)..... 5,004,000 | 5,962,500 @ 10,161,000 = 11,986,800 | 13,552,200 | 15,965,800
» » cashed ($)....‘ ........... 5,976,300 | 5,851,650 9,661,5001 12,210,600 | 13,469,200 | 15,787,100

* The figures for xg1z cover only 104 months.

t Including former Sub-Head Offices,
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The number of new Offices is comparatively few, only 2g. Practically all towns of any
importance already have Offices established, and extension now aims at providing postal
facilities for less important towns and remote villages. For such places the system of Rural
Box Offices is at first utilised as being most economical. Then, when postal work improves
sufficiently, an Agency is established. Agencies, in turn, are only converted into Offices as
business or other considerations warrant it. Agencies have increased by 258, most of these
being converted Rural Box Offices. In spite of this, the number of Rural Box Offices stands
at 1,976, as against 1,680 for last year. Postal establishments total 8,797, excluding 2,254 Local
Box Offices and the above-mentioned Rural Box Offices.

Turning to actual operations, the total number of articles of all categories posted is 250
millions. This number has doubled during the past five years, and even better progress is hoped
for in the next few years. The following table shows how China stands as compared with some
of her neighbouring Administrations and also with one European Administration :—

NEWSIAPERS (ERAGE PE
COUNTRY. PoruLATION, | YEAR. LETTERS. POSTCARDS. AND l*"r%mc Conp- TOTAL A\Jlll:v::ﬁr{:lfn
Prinrep BRONDENGE, POPULATION,
MATTER.
China............ 340,000,000 | 1916 | 168,023,581 24,536,852 . 52,019,140| 4,952,700 250,432,273 0-7
Japan ............ 58,734,000 | 1915 | 425,110,524 | 1,099,821,675 297,638,395 | 71,936,070 | 1,894, 506,664 32-0
India......c...... 315,132,000 | 1914 | 463,079,244 1 455,045,016 | 114,238,665 1,033,262,925 3-2
Indo-China..... 16,000,000.| 1915 4,662,060 155,568 2,553,168 | 2,358,132 9,728,928 0-6
Straits Settle- |
ments......... 714,000 | 1913 1,261,702 282,480 502,554 282,542 2,329,278 32
Switzerland | 3,753,000 | 1915 | 146,204,456| 61,374,273 | 48,252,531 ‘67,552,869 323,384,129| 86.0

The figures for India and Japan give some idea of the possibilities of the Chinese Service if it
is developed on sound lines.

The total of 250 millions shows an increase of 24 millions, or 11 per cent., on last year’s
figures. Of the increase, letters claim 7 millions, postcards 6 millions, and newspapers 8 millions.
The popularity of the express service shows no sign of waning, although from 1st February the
ordinary rate of postage was made payable in addition fo the former express fee of 10 cents.
The increase in articles expressed is 11 per cent. The insured letter service, still in its infancy,
grows in favour steadily, if slowly. The increase of 25 per cent. in articles posted for local
delivery, and of 10 per cent. in articles collected from letter-boxes, etc., shows that in the large
cities local conditions are carefully studied and the requirements of the public are provided for.
Letters declared by min-chii in native clubbed mails are recorded at 4.8 millions, a decrease of
almost 25 per cent. on last year. But these figures cannot be taken as correct, because the gross
weight of the mails was found to be 39,848 kilos, as compared with 35,795 kilos for last year.
The parcel tariff was revised from 1st February, when the old system of uniform rates irrespec-
tive of distance was discarded. Parcels for domestic transmission are now subject to single,
double, or treble rates, according to destination and the route followed ; the single rate being
20 cents for the first kilo and 10 cents for each succeeding kilo. As a general rule, this rate
applies between steam-served places and between places within the province of posting and its
contiguous provinces, whether transmitted by steam service or courier. Double and treble rates
are applied between more distant places according to the difficulty and expense of transport
At the same time, the limit of weight of parcels to, from, or between non-steam-served places
was raised from 3 kilos to 5 kilos (11 1b.). Parcel business has been at a particular disadvantage
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for the greater part of the year, and it is satisfactory to note that in face of the increased tariff
for long distances progress has not been arrested. The number of parcels posted has risen to
2.2 millions, an increase of 10 per cent. The total weight has increased 7 per cent. and the
parcel revenue 2o per cent. During the year a Convention was signed for the direct exchange
of parcels with the United States and came into force on August I1st. An arrangement was also
concluded with France for the exchange of parcels weighing from 5 to 10 kilos, From 1st
December the domestic parcel post system was extended to Sinkiang. Parcels are transmitted
via, Kansu and are only accepted at sender’s risk. The collapse of banking facilities in many
districts left the Post Office as the only means by which the public could remit funds, and
money order business became very brisk. Money orders issued almost touched $16,000,000,
an advance of 18 per cent.

As already pointed out, communications were seriously interrupted in a number of
provinces. Steamers, boats, and also railways had to cease running, resulting in the complete
disorganisation of trade. Couriers were even more at the mercy of lawless characters, and in
various districts interruption of their services occurred. Still, the manner in which they braved
danger in the execution of their duty is worthy of the highest praise. Hundreds of them
faced their journeys, knowing well it was at the risk of their lives. 25 were murdered, two
were drowned, and many were wounded, one man having his ears cut off as a warning to
others not to carry official despatches. During the year much attention was paid to courier
connexions and many improvements were effected, especially by way of accelerating services.
In all, 11,000 l¢ of new lines were opened. The following table shows the length of the various
lines of communication at the end of 1915 and 1916:—

1915. 1916.
Ly * Li* Miles.
Courier lines. . . . . 410,000 421,000 = roughly 140,300
Steamer and boat lines . 63,600 64,700 = " 21,600
Bailway lines. . . . . 19,000 19,000 = W 6,300
ToraL . . ., 492,600 504,700 = roughly 168,200

* 3 li equal, roughly, 1 English mile.

In last year’s report it was stated that for the first time the revenue of the Service
exceeded its expenditure. This year a further substantial advance is recorded. The accounts
show a surplus of $625,000, although $300,000 has been spent on new buildings and property,
and $106,000 to meet the loss on the working of the province of Sinkiang, part of which is
refundable. The following table shows the exact financial results for the past three years:—

s Ner Recerprs. Ner PayMesTs. SURPLUS. Degricrr.
& [ c. % c. & c. % .
() & TP 6,156,734 » 25 6,336,158 63 179,424 38

6,559,864 56 238,715 72

1) - UV PTRRT 6,798,580 28
7,004,931 34 625,485 oo

IGT6.ciinireernnnniacrnaneeinnens 7,630,416 | 84
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In 1916 the sale of stamps alone showed an increase of $1,200,000 as compared with 1914.
Unless violent changes occur, therefore, the Service, although it claims to have the cheapest
tariff in the world, may now be considered self-supporting. This fact, important in itself,
acquires special significance when it is remembered that the Administrations of many countries
much better developed postally than China, Switzerland for example, cannot make the same
claim. Now, with surplus funds instead of a deficit, it will be possible to proceed to many
improvements which have already been too long delayed. First amongst these comes the
building of adequate Office premises. Out of over 1,600 Offices, not 20 are Service-owned.
Practically all are rented, and in very few cases are they a credit to, much less an advertisement
for, the Post Office. As will be seen above, a beginning has already been made to remedy
this. A fine building has been erected at Hankow with modern fittings and fixtures, costing,
in all, some $280,000, and it is proposed gradually to provide all other important centres with
corresponding up-to-date Offices. Steps will likewise be taken to meet the requirements of
less important centres in this respect as opportunities arise. Further improvements, such as
the provision of launches, motor vehicles, and new staff residences, where necessary, are under
consideration.

Staff conditions have been the subject of careful study during the past two years. The
careers of Sorters and lower employés (postmen, couriers, etc.) have been properly defined and
their prospects much improved, while in the ranks of Assistants and Clerks senior men of
poor ability and qualifications are no longer allowed to retard the promotions of abler and
better qualified juniors. The following table shows the number of men in the various ranks
as on 31st December 1916, Agents excluded :—

Commissioners . . . . . . . . . . o« . . . . 16
Deputy Commissioners. . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Asgistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 125
Postal Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Clerks . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1058
Yu-wu-shéng .. . 2,397
Sorters . . . . . . . . . < . . . . . . . . L247
Postmen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40656
Couriers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,568
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L312

ToraL. . . . . . . 17906

More detailed particulars of the year’s operations are given hereunder, district by district,
and at the end of the report the usual appendices are inserted.

CaiaLL—One Second Class Office was opened, two Third Class Offices were raised to
the status of Second Class Offices, and one Third Class Office was replaced by an Agency. Five
Rural Box Offices were converted into Agencies, 35 Rural Box Offices were opened, and the
employment of rural postmen was considerably extended. Several Second Class Offices were
removed to better buildings in more convenient localities. In Peking a Sub-Office was

reopened at the Parliament building, and a site was purchased for the erection of a Sub-Office
in Chienmen Street.
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The declaration of a moratorium and the political unrest seriously hampered postal work
during the early part of the year, the revenue for June being the lowest recorded for some
years. A revival of business during the latter part of the year more than compensated for
the previous losses, the total revenue and number of articles handled showing a substantial
increase over the figures for the preceding year. The total number of articles posted increased
from 34,500,000 to 41,200,000. Newspapers account for 3,000,000 of the increase, postcards
and registered articles for the remainder. Letters, postcards, and newspapers for delivery in
the district showed a very substantial increase. Parcels posted advanced in number from
494,300 to 548,900. Though there was a slight fall in the total weight as compared with last
year, the resulting revenue improved from $293,040 to $340,000. Parcels for delivery totalled
450,000, weighing 2,300,000 kilos, as against 340,000, weighing 1,300,000, for last year. A
thriving parcel business has been established with Shensi and Kansu. Insured parcels
decreased in number, but insured letters maintain a steady improvement. The figures for
money orders remain much the same as last year, this branch of work being severely
handicapped by the moratorium, especially at Peking.

During the year 747 li of additional courier lines were opened, while a duplicate line of
105 li was withdrawn. Several services were converted from bi-daily to daily. The Peking-
Chengtehfu mail time-table was rearranged to permit the couriers to pass over certain robber-
infested sections during daylight. Upon several occasions couriers were stopped and deprived
of their personal belongings, the mails being left untouched. In the railway service, the
Peking-Moukden line having been diverted to Chinwangtao, the Tangho-Chinwangtao branch
line was abolished. A daily through-service was established between Peking and Moukden,
and the time in transit between Tientsin and Pukow was considerably reduced. One Bureau
Ambulant on the Tsinpu line was temporarily withdrawn owing to the suspension of the weekly
express train. No changes in the steamboat services are reported. Two launches plying
between Tangku and the Shantung coast during the summer months were utilised for the
carriage of mails, letter-boxes being placed on board for the collection of mail matter. In
October the Chinese mails for Kiachta, forwarded by rail through Russia, were detained by
the Russian authorities and sent to Petrograd to be censored. Since that date all Chinese
mails to and from Sinkiang and Mongolia have been forwarded by the direct overland
routes via Lanchow and Kalgan respectively. In September arrangements were made for
the direct interchange of mails between Manila and Chinwangtao by means of U.S.A. military
transports.

A Chief Inspector was appointed and the district divided into eight inspecting sections,
each of which will have an Inspector in charge as soon as suitable men are obtained and trained.
A foreign Inspector with a Chinese Assistant Inspector was transferred to Urga to improve
postal arrangements in Mongolia. At Tientsin the local delivery service was improved, the
pillar-box system being arranged to give a clearance every working hour. Incoming Shanghai
mails are sorted on the trains before their arrival at Tientsin, enabling the postmen to be sent
out immediately after arrival. The use of bicycles has been largely extended to quicken the
deliveries. Negotiations have been entered into for the establishment of a parcel service
between Urga and Kiachta and also between Kalgan and Urga.

SeANsL—Operations suffered much from the state of unrest in parts of the province,
while in the K‘ou-wai (1 Ap) section business was more or less at a standstill all the year on
account of the activities of large bands of robbers. The disturbances in Shensi caused the
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connexion with that province to be interrupted, and frequently long delays occurred, as couriers
often had to travel many miles off the normal route to avoid touching places known to be
infested with robbers. At the end of the year, parcels for Kansu had to be directed by the
Sianfu-Lanchowfu route. Several towns in K‘ou-wai, including Saratsi (§& $¢ #%) and Tung-
shenghsien ( Ji# B%), were completely looted, and partly destroyed by fire. The Agency at
Tungshenghsien could not be reopened, as the magistrate, merchants, and most of the people did
not return. In most cases the postal staff behaved well, trying to save whatever was possible.
Several Agents who lost all their goods and private property, sayed the stamps and official funds
by burying them with their own money.

Notwithstanding these difficulties, satisfactory postal results are recorded. Articles of
mail matter posted increased from 3,800,000 to 4,500,000, and articles delivered from 4,200,000
to 4,900,000. Parcels posted totalled 37,000, as against 30,000, but parcels delivered dropped
from 131,000 to 108,000. Money orders issued improved from $274,000 to $281,000, and cashed
from $152,000 to $195,000. These figures would have been better had not the issue of money
orders at Kweihwating (ff% 4t g8) and Suiyuan (#2 #& E&) had to be suspended for six months
owing to the failure of paper currency in the market and the disturbed state of those regions.

The length of courier lines remained practically the same as last year, very few alterations
or additions having become necessary. There was no alteration, either, in the railway mail
services, except that since 1st August through-trains travel from Kalgan to Fengchen ('8 £f),
while formerly the line was run in two sections, Kalgan to Tatungfu (Jk [f] F§) and Tatungfu to
Fengchen. In the .beginning of the year a temporary day-and-night courier service was
established between Taiyuanfu and Hokii (jif fii i), the military headquarters of the operations
against the brigands in the north. ' '

The number of establishments is only one more than last year. Two Agencies were
opened and one closed. Besides, a few Rural Box Offices were opened. A number of new
pillar-boxes were put into use. At Taiytianfu express letters are now delivered and collected by
cyclists, and supplementary mails are closed for the morning train, thus giving the public all
conveniences possible.

HonanN.—While the past year was a disturbed one in many parts of the country, the
province of Honan fortunately remained peaceful. On the declaration of independence of
Shensi in May, the fast courier service to the west was interrupted for a week and the mule
service for almost a month. The number of articles posted improved by over 1,300,000, or about
25 per cent. This unusual increase is due mainly to the number of ordinary and registered
letters following, in great measure, the brisk recruiting of soldiers in the province early in
the year. Letters and postcards for delivery show equally good results. Insured letters posted
rose from 2,000 to 3,000, due probably to the movements of bank-notes as a result of the
moratorium. The number of parcels posted in the district was 94,000, an increase of about
g per cent. The total weight increased by 18 per cent. It is noteworthy, that of all the parcels
posted only 200 were insured. Parcels for delivery in the district did not quite maintain last
year’s figures. Money orders issued amounted to $701,000, an increase of $56,000, and money
orders cashed to $797,000, an increase of $143,000. This latter increase is due to the number of
Honan troops stationed in other provinces. The financial results show satisfactory progress;
the district receipts increased by 25 per cent., while the expenditure increased by only 1 per cent.
This exceptional improvement in receipts seems to show that the old practice of buying stamps
to send to large centres in other provinces in payment of goods purchased still continues.
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The commencement of daily train services botween Kaifeng and Siichowfu permitted of
certain improvements in local courier connexions, and other changes were made as found
desirable on a number of less important lines. There was only one serious case of highway
robbery of mails, when the courier was seriously wounded and a large number of mails were
taken. Another case occurred, but the loss was small. Heavy mails for Sianfu and beyond
increase year by year. The amount despatched during 1916 weighed 100,000 catties, or 17 per
cent. more than in the previous year. In November the daily train on the Lunghai-Pienlo
Railway commenced to run from Siichowfu to Honanfu instead of only to Chengchow. As a
result of this change, Shanghai mails reach Kaifeng in 31 hours, and Kaifeng mails reach
Shanghai in 34 hours. Contrary to expectations, the railway was not extended westward
of Kwanyintang (¥ & %), and, as the surveying and construction staff were withdrawn in
December, no extension can be expected for some time to come. It is noteworthy, that the
railways of the province suffered less than usual from summer floods, and the railway mail
services continued practically without interruption.

During the year one Agency was converted into a Second Class Office, and two Agencies
into Third Class Offices. No new Agencies were opened during the year, as all places of
sufficient importance already have Agencies. Indeed, some Agencies where the business is
small might be replaced by Rural Box Offices. The sectional system of inspection was
commenced in September, three of the four sections being already provided with properly
trained Inspectors. In June bandits looted the city of Kwangshan (3¢ |I] B&), when the Post
Office suffered a small loss. In the same month looting took place at Sunghsien (3 B&) and
the Post Office was robbed of a small sum of money.

SaeNsL—In the early part of the year the northern districts of the province suffered
much from roving brigands. During the year no fewer than 22 towns were pillaged,
not to mention villages and hamlets. Further, there was much severe fighting, especially
around Sianfu, consequent on the political agitation. In spite of many hardships, however,
and in face of all strife, the Post Office actually made progress. It is eloquent testimony
to its efficiency, that during the worst of the crisis it satisfactorily maintained its mail services,
a fact which was much commented on and universally appreciated. The light services through-
out most of the province continued to operate practically as usual. Those in the north
suffered numerous delays, but were never entirely interrupted. As might be expected, many
robberies of mails occurred. No less than seven couriers were killed. In very few cases,
however, were the mails lost wholly irrecoverable. It must be mentioned that the local officials
as well as the higher authorities did, and still continue to do, everything in their power to
maintain the successful working of the Post Office.

Extension work resulted in the addition of four Rural Box Offices to the list of establish-
ments. Articles posted in the district advanced to 2,025,000, an increase of 5 per cent., the
improvement being general and not confined to any one category of mail matter. Articles
for delivery in the district scarcely maintained last year's figures, but, all things considered,
they are satisfactory. The actual number of parcels posted was the same as for last year,
but the total weight increased by 5o per cent. Parcels for delivery increased from 33,000 to
50,000. Money orders issued advanced from $374,000 to $555,000, and cashed from $55,000
to $160,000. The receipts of the district show an improvement corresponding to the statistics
and are considered satisfactory.
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No new courier lines were opened during the year, but a number of lines were reorganised
and the services improved. The total length of courier lines in the province is now 15,977 Ui
On the operations of the Standard Oil Company at Yenchang (JE £ %%&) being discontinued,
the Third Class Office there was reduced to an Agency. The Anpienpu (% & £8) Third Class
Office was raised to the status of a Second Class Office to facilitate the control of Agencies
and couriers in that far-distant region. At the Head Office a number of improvements were
made for the greater efficiency of the Office and district as a whole,

Kansu.—The province remained comparatively peaceful throughout the year. The
political troubles elsewhere had little effect beyond increasing the boldness of local bands of
robbers, who for a time caused some little trouble in almost every part of the provinece and
occasionally affected the regularity of postal connexions. Direct mail communication with
the east was interrupted for about two weeks during May on account of the fighting at Sianfu.
During this period coast mails were forwarded via Chungking. The regular contract service
for heavy mails also suffered and outward mail matter accumulated at Pingliang (Z& {E F§),
while incoming mail matter had to be detained at Sianfu until the line was reopened. As
mentioned in the Shansi report, direct communication via Paotowchen (& 3 £f) and Taiyiianfu
(& J KF) was also interrupted for some time owing to bandits. Otherwise, communications
were regularly maintained and postal results for the year are satisfactory.

Only one new Agency was opened. Business in Kansu is confined to a few large towns
on the main highways which, with all surrounding villages of any importance, are already
postally connected. Consequently extension has ceased to be a real factor in postal progress.
Articles of mail matter despatched appear at 1.1 millions, a healthy increase of 35 per cent.
accounted for entirely by ordinary letters and registered articles. Articles for delivery improved
from 800,000 to 1 million. Parcels despatched dropped from 12,800 to 11,900, though the total
weight increased from 28,400 kilos to 34,800 kilos. Parcels for delivery increased from 26,000
to 28,000, and in weight from 63,000 kilos to 100,000 kilos. Parcels in transit increased from
24,000 to 36,000. The satisfactory parcel service with the coast, reorganised last year, affords
a great inducement to large business firms to receive their trade supplies through the post.
Under normal conditions the average of 30 to 35 days for the arrival of parcels from the coast
has been generally maintained. Money orders issued and cashed show increases of $85,000
and $3,600 respectively. In the past five years money orders issued have increased from
$24,000 to $320,000, and money orders cashed from $1,300 to $38,400. Kansu is essentially
a remitting district, and the Post Office is practically the only medium for this business. The
majority of the heads of business firms are natives of other provinces and are not permanent
residents. Consequently funds are being continually remitted to their homes.

Courier lines have been reduced by 417 li during the year. A general inspection of
the majority of postal connexions has been undertaken and several modifications have been
introduced whereby services between many places have been facilitated. Only one new line
of 40 li has been opened. On the other hand, sections of other lines have been abolished,
but the reorganisation of the connexions with the places affected has been such that the services
have been improved. On account of the heavy rains, couriers had many difficulties to contend
with for a time. One courier lost his life through attempting to cross a river in flood. Six
cases of loss of mails occurred during the year as the result of highway robbery.
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One Third Class Office was raised to the status of Second Class Office, and one Agency
was converted to a Third Class Office. Considerable attention was given to inspection work,
but difficulty has been experienced in the selection of suitable Inspectors, conditions of travel
in Kansu being very trying. Staff recruits are difficult to obtain, and vacancies have had
to be filled by transfers from Sianfu. Special care is now being taken in training men, and
great improvement is apparent.

SINKIANG.—As all important towns in the province are postally connected, no extension of
courier lines took place throughout the year. Attention was concentrated on the improvement
of existing services, which has resulted in a greater regularity in the arrival of mails on all
routes. Only four Agencies were opened, and these on existing routes. Although peace was
maintained in Sinkiang, yet it was found necessary by the local authorities to institute a
censorship which extended over a period of nine months. Progress was thus somewhat retarded,
but it is satisfactory to record only a slight decrease as compared with the previous year.
The effects of the European war have been felt in regard to postal communications, as mails
formerly posted by the Siberian route between Sinkiang and other provinces had in the month
of November to be diverted to the overland route via Lanchowfu and Sianfu, as all Chinese
mails through Russia were being subjected to Russian censorship and, incidentally, to con-
siderable delay. While financial conditions have somewhat improved, conditions of life in
general have become worse. Imports from Russia have been prohibited on account of the
war, goods from China could not be sent by the Mongolian route for fear of brigands, and
a long drought caused a failure of crops in many parts of the province. Fortunately, the year
has been free from highway robbery of mails. The division of the district into sections for
inspecting purposes continues to give satisfactory results and has been the means of greatly
improving the reliability of the services throughout the province. )

Articles of mail matter despatched dropped from 539,000 to 529,000, owing to a decrease
of 30,000 registers. Articles for delivery have maintained last year’s figures in spite of a drop
of 100,000 in newspapers. The parcel service between the coast and Sinkiang via Kansu was
commenced too late in the year to affect the annual statistics. Parcels may not exceed 11 1b.
in weight or 1 cubic foot in dimensions. They are only accepted at sender’s risk and cannot be
insured. Senders are informed that they may be four or six months en route, according to
circumstances.

Ma~NcHURIA.—Extension and development continued in this vast postal area, and steady
and substantial progress has been made. An increase in the receipts of the district and a
decrease in the payments were accountable for the enhancement of net profits by 55 per cent.
over last year’s figures. Articles posted rose from 19 to 22 millions, and articles delivered from
16} to 18} millions. The number of parcels posted showed an increase of 37 per cent., while
the weight of these rose by 43 per cent. Despite the banking and business complications
consequent upon the moratorium, which disorganised the money order business for several
months, there was an increase in the figures for money orders issued and cashed, this being
due, in large measure, to the popularity of the new provincial money order system inaugurated
in July. This system, which provides for remittances in small coin currency, with a uniform
fee of 2 per cent. and no bank charge, functions at all the more important Offices in Manchuria
and has already amply justified its introduction. Its cheapness and security are responsible for
the slight diminution in the number of insured letters posted in the district. Articles collected
from letter-boxes, Box Offices, pillar and rural boxes went up from 2 to 3 millions,
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The reorganisation during the year of most of the courier lines has resulted in more
regular and efficient services. These lines have increased in length from 31,520 I in 1915 to
39,566, an extension of 8,046 li. Many of them traverse robber-infested districts and the mails
are frequently endangered, but during the year only one postal courier met his death, and that
by a flying bullet during the Mongolian insurrection. Owing to floods in spring and summer,
slight delays occurred on most of the courier lines in the district.

Several railways now under construction in this province will, when completed, benefit
the mail services. Progress is being made with that between Szepingkai (4 Z8 f§) and
Liaoyiianchow (3 { ), a Chinese line financed by the Japanese. Another new line is in
prospect connecting Tsitsihar (3 3 P} ®J) with Tabeiho (J B ). This is a Russian
enterprise. The Amur Railway is said to be practically completed, and later it may be
found possible to transmit mails to and from Taheiho by this line via Habarovsk in winter
when the river is frozen and steamers are not running. Reports regarding other minor lines
to be constructed are, as yet, somewhat nebulous. During the year contracts have been made
with the Amurski Steamer Trust and the s.s. Haotai and Chinglan for the carriage of C.P.O.
mails on the Sungari River.

Five Third Class Offices and one Agency were raised to the status of Second Class Offices
with money order facilities; three Agencies were converted to Third Class Offices, and 133 new
Agencies established. The number of Rural Box Offices was 247, as against 86 last year.
Excluding these, there is now a total of 624 establishments in Manchuria. The experiment
of appointing a rural postman to serve the villages around Antung has been so successful,
and has met with so much appreciation, that a similar plan is being adopted in other important
centres in the district.

In May a fire broke out at Ninguta (%’ Tt 18), destroying 6,000 houses and 500 shops,
including the Post and Telegraph Offices. In July Lichitanhsien (% £ #%), and in August
Kuokiatien (3 % JE), an important station on the Moukden-Changchun line, were taken
by Mongolian insurgents, and in the latter case the Chinese town was destroyed by fire. In
September a similar fate befell Chaoyangpo (& B 3&).

The substantial increase recorded in all active postal operations in this large district,
despite the many impediments to smooth working, is very satisfactory.

SganTUNG.—Peaceful conditions characterised the opening months of the year, and
excellent progress was made. The tranquillity of the province was, however, rudely broken
by the political uprising, which rapidly assumed alarming proportions, seriously disorganising
postal operations. Place after place along and in the neighbourhood of the Shantung
Railway was attacked, seized, and looted, not excepting the two most important commercial
centres in the Shantung province, Chowtsun (J§ #§) and Weihsien ({} B%), which became
storm-centres of the conflict and ultimately the headquarters of the leaders of the uprising.
The menace to the provincial capital from these two centres paralysed trade for several months,
and, when the year closed, it could hardly be said that normal conditions were restored. The
functioning of one or two establishments was interrupted for a brief period, and the suspension
of the money order and parcel business at a few others became necessary; but with all the
upheaval, resulting in a loss of revenue estimated at $30,000, the financial results for the year
were better even than those of 1915, When it is remembered that the results in 1915
constituted an unprecedented advance over those of previous years, a further advance in face
of such trying conditions speaks well for the Service and its constitution.
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For the first time, money orders issued passed the million dollar mark, while those cashed
rose to one million six hundred thousand. The rigorous censorship imposed here, as in other
provinces, caused a fall of nearly a million in the number of newspapers handled. Insured
letters rose from 1,873 to 2,804, while express letters handled advanced by 15 per cent. Articles
posted in the district increased by 125,000, but there was a corresponding decrease in articles for
delivery. Parcels posted decreased by 3 per cent., while parcels delivered rose in number by
6 per cent., and in weight by 13} per cent.

Owing to the unsettled state of affairs, little was done in the way of extension, and that
little merely by way of amelioration of existing services. Rural Box Offices at the close of
the year numbered 37, as against 26 in 1915; they have all done good business. Two
additional Offices were given express delivery facilities, and two were raised to the status
of Money Order Offices. The reorganisation and prolongation of existing courier lines to
connect up the new rural Offices is responsible for an extension of 643 l4, while 35 Ui were
added by the opening of a new line between Chunghingtsi (¢ B 4£) and Shanhsien (3 §&).
The conversions of the Tsining (% ¥ Ji)-Nanyangchen (i [ £f) line from a daily into a
day-and-night service; the Laiyang (3% [ #%)-Haiyanghsien (¥ [ ¥8) from an alternate day
into a daily service; and the Hwangshantsi (¥ || #&)-Tsinghaiwei (3§ # %) from an alternate
day to a twice-in-three-days service, resulted in considerable acceleration of the mail services. A
heavy-mail service, thrice in every five days, was inaugurated between Tehchow (f& Ji) and
Lintsingchow (E& #§ M) to cope with the increased parcel traffic to and from the north.
Arrangements were concluded during the year for the transport of mails by the direct
steamer service plying once in every four days between Lungkow (€ [) and Dairen (J ).
During the winter months, when the steamers were reduced on the Tientsin-Chefoo-Shanghai
route, a double courier service was inaugurated on the Chenyang-Chefoo day-and-night line.
This made possible the prompt despatch of the additional mails, and more than made good the
loss of the steamer connexion during the shipping strike in the spring. The increase of business
at the Head Office, and, more particularly, the handling of mails in transmission, have during
the year emphasised the clamant need for more suitable and commodious premises.

SzEcEWAN.—Szechwan was just settling down to something like normal conditions when
it became one of the centres of strife over the political changes. Then followed the invasion of
Szechwan by Yunnan and Kweichow troops, severe fighting, and the restoration of the
Republican form of government in March, the cessation of hostilities from April to June,
and, finally, the march of northern troops on Chengtu and their defeat by the Yunnan
troops. Between June and November four different provincial governors held office. Brig-
andage was rife, and currency difficulties became accentuated, maliing business impossible;
frontier raids continued unabated, and yet the district recorded substantial progress for the
year.

Articles of mail matter received for delivery in Szechwan show a total of 13.9 millions,
an increase of 67 per cent. This is mainly due to the presence of Yunnan and northern troops.
With the exception of newspapers and postcards, articles posted did not maintain last year’s
figures, but this is not surprising in view of the unfavourable conditions. Express articles
delivered increased about 40 per cent., and those posted over 50 per cent. : Articles for local
delivery likewise show an encouraging improvement. Money orders issued more than doubled,
showing $1,215,000, against $555,000, while money orders cashed improved from $356,000 to
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$o11,000. These exceptional increases are, of course, due to the presence of the expeditionary
troops. During all the political and currency troubles, the Post Office proved to be the safest
and most trustworthy medium for remitting funds. Parcel business, which had considerably
revived last year, suffered heavily from February to July. Military operations, constant attacks
on post-boats and caravans by brigands, the commandeering by the military of coolies and
boat-crews, of pack animals and post-boats, all contributed to the confusion and difficulties.
Occasionally parcel traffic, inward and outward, had to be suspended. Military pontoon bridges
thrown across the river near Suifu (£ Jif ff) blocked the passage of boats for a considerable
time and Chengtu heavy mails had to be sent overland to Chungking. Things have improved
somewhat since August, but large escorts are necessary for the safe transmission of parcel mails.
In the circumstances, the increase in parcels despatched from 57,600, weighing 246,000 kilos, to
88,700, weighing 407,000, is decidedly satisfactory. Of the latter, 10,000 were insured. Inward
parcels show a decrease from 71,000 to 64,000. The increase in revenue derived from parcels
and from money orders issued more than conterbalanced the decrease in postage on mail matter,
and left a substantial surplus to the good. .

Seven courier lines were reorganised, thus extending the length of courier lines in the
district by 160 li. In spite of the difficulties above mentioned, the staff maintained all lines
in a state of working efficiency. The fast lines especially worked well, and the public,
Chinese and foreign, have not been slow to acknowledge it. The parcel and heavy-mail lines,
however, suffered severely. Time and again they broke down and had to be re-established,
often by a change of route, under very difficult circumstances. 100 cases of loss of mails
are recorded for the year in addition to 47 cases of losses of official funds, mainly due to
brigandage. Three couriers were killed and some severely wounded. In August the main
street of Wanhsien was looted and the First Class Office suffered considerable loss. Special
arrangements made with the Tibetan frontier authorities for the transport of mails between
Tatsienlu (37 % §2) and Batang ([, J), and Tatsienlu and Chamdo (¥ /K %), having proved
unsatisfactory, Post Office couriers, using ponies as far as possible, were started. The roads
there continue to be unsafe, 17 serious cases of mail robbery having occurred and two couriers
having been killed.

The post-boats were extensively used between January and July for carrying heavy
mails, as steamers were transporting troops and material only. The river between Wanhsien
and Chungking being infested with robbers, this service suffered considerably. On certain
sections of the river strong military escorts are necessary even now. The crews were many
times fired upon by bandits from the shore. In all, some 900,000 catties of mails and parcels
were transported by these boats. One wreck, five capsisals, and 10 robberies were recorded
amongst the Post-Office-owned boats. Amongst hired boats one wreck and six capsisals took
place. In order to obviate the use of outside boats as far as possible, the fleet was increased
by two large-type new boats, bringing the total number up to 32.

During the year three Third Class Offices and one Agency were raised to the status
of Second Class Offices, and one Agency was converted to a Third Class Office. Agencies
increased by 32, 28 being converted Rural Box Offices, and four new Rural Box Offices were
established. Two Sub-Offices were added, one at Chengtu and one at Chungking. Six more
Offices were granted money order facilities, and 10 were given “express” facilities. 25 Offices
were allowed special steam-served tariff rates for down-river parcels. One Office was opened
for the summer season at Hwangkiohya (3 ff§ }ii) under Chungking.
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Huper,—During the year one Second Class Office (Wuchang) was raised to the status
of a First Class Office, four Third Class Offices and one Agency were made Second Class
Offices, and four Agencies were made Third Class Offices. 19 Agencies were opened, 18
being converted Rural Box Offices, and 18 new Rural Box Otfices were opened, while one
was closed as it was not availed of by the public. The total number of establishments in
the distriet, including Rural and Local Box Offices, rose to 502. The total number of articles
posted increased from 11,900,000 to 12,500,000 although there was a reduction of 100,000 under
newspapers. Articles delivered totalled 13,700,000, including 3,000,000 newspapers against
2,400,000 last year. There was a heavy increase in all in transit mail matter, while the
improvement in the number of articles for local delivery deserves special mention. The figures
for insured letters doubled, principally owing to the granting of insured letter facilities to
Wuchang Office. Letters contained in min-chit clubbed mails were declared at 504,000, a slight
increase on last year. The figures for money orders issued are $1,492,000, against $1,141,000,
and for money orders cashed $870,000, against $675,000. Parcels posted in the district totalled .
119,700, a decrease of over 8,000. Parcels delivered fell off similarly. This was due to the
disorganisation of business on account of the political troubles during the first half of the year.

Over 600 li of new courier lines were opened, and on a number of lines already established
the services were accelerated. The total length of courier lines is now 17,232 li, on 5,368 of
which couriers run day and night. Construction work on both the Hankow-Changsha and
Hankow-Ichang railway lines progresses slowly, the latter being more or less at a standstill.
Construction trains on the former line run as far as Puchi (i Jr W), some 295 li. One
registered min-chii closed during the year, but the 13 other registered hongs continue. The
Laifeng (3k B, B%) Second Class Office was looted by brigands in April, one courier being killed.
In September the Pankiao (#{ #&) Agency similarly suffered.

During the year 10 Second and Third Class Offices were removed to more spacious and
suitable premises. The new District Head Office on the British Concession—the first of the
kind to be built by the Service—is nearing completion, and promises to be worthy of the Service
and of the important centre of Hankow. The site, which was bought from the Customs, meets
all requirements, and the plans have been very carefully prepared. Excellent work and
material have been put into the building, which is both imposing and substantial, and should
prove a good example to be followed in other large and important cities.

Hunan.—If conditions in this province were such as severely to test postal organisation
in 1915, they were certainly no better in the year 1916, which is recorded as one of the most
trying and adverse to postal work in the annals of the Post Office in Hunan. Civil war broke
out at the beginning of the year and lasted for four months. Martial law was declared and
censorship established. Few couriers were available and their routes became unsafe. There
were numerous cases of highway robbery, and in some instances the mail couriers were beaten
and robbed of all they possessed. In 12 cases mails were stolen. In March the city of
Yungshunfu (¢ i f§) was sacked by bandits and the Post Office looted, the Postmaster having
to flee for his life. Only in August was it considered safe for him to return and reopen the
Office. A number of Agencies, too, were looted or destroyed by fire. In general, the staff rose
to meet its difficulties, and, in the fighting zones, considerable enterprise was shown in main-
taining communications through the dangerous firing lines, after only a short period of inter-
ruption. Parcels and heavy mails for Kweichow and Yunnan, had during the period of
hostilities to be sent in a roundabout way via Shanghai and Indo-China, and later via south

2
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Hunan and Kwangsi, but as soon as fighting stopped, late in April, the direct parcel and heavy-
mail services with Kweichow and Yunnan were re-established. Owing to the unusually early
commencement of the low water season in August and the abnormal lowness of both the
Hsiang River and the Tungting Lake, the greatest difficulty was again encountered this year
in maintaining mail connexions with the outports at Yochow and Changteh. Towards the
close of the year, steam-launch services between Changsha and Yochow had to be almost
totally abandoned and, in a number of cases, native junks had to be utilised for earrying mails.
Three accidents, due to the difficulty of navigating in the low water, were recorded, in which
two of the outside boats engaged by the Post Office and one Post-Office-owned boat were
wrecked. The parcel mails were in each case badly damaged by water.

During the year attention was monopolised in the re-establishment of the disorganised
services. Only one new Agency was opened. A number of courier lines, however, were
revised and accelerated. The continued prevalence of brigands on the route still prevents the
reconversion to a day-and-night service of the Yungchowfu (Fc J ff)-Taochow (G&E J)-
Ningytianhsien (%% j& #%) line. During the year steamboat lines were extended from Changteh
to Taoyiian, go li, and from Yochow City to Linsiang, 60 li, thus bringing the total length of
provincial steamboat lines to 3,110 l7, as against 2,960 l4 for 1915. There has been no alteration
or extension of the railway lines; work on the Hunan-Hupeh section of the Canton-Hankow
Railway has made little progress during the year, while construction work south of Changsha
has remained at a standstill since the outbreak of the European war.

Despite the vast amount of distress and damage, as well as the general stagnation of
trade caused by the civil war, the statistical results of the year show a welcome advance over
those of last year. Although a fall in the number of articles for registration has to be
chronicled, articles posted have risen to 6} millions, that is an advance of 666,000, or 11 per cent.,
over last year’s figures, while articles delivered now total 7} millions, an advance of 617,500, or 9
per cent. The number of parcels posted in the district has increased by 39 per cent (33,600, as
against 24,200 in 1915), while the increase in weight amounts to 18,100 kilos, a difference of 41
per cent. But the great bulk of the parcel trade continues to remain “Import.” Parcels for
delivery numbered 122,100, as against 86,600, an increase in number of 35,500 (41 per cent) and
in weight of 124,400 kilos (28 per cent). Money orders issued amounted to $813,474, as against
$654,128 last year, and those cashed were $658,383, as compared with $575,054.

Articles in clubbed mails show a further falling off of over 15 per cent., the min-chii
having also been adversely affected by the military operations.

Kianags.—Kiangsi again suffered from floods, and much damage resulted. Currency
difficulties were also felt, but the moratorium was not followed. Business generally continued
good, and the Post Office had what may be considered a good year under the circumstances.
Articles posted advanced from 5.6 millions to 6.5 millions, increases being recorded in all
categories, Articles delivered rose from 7.4 millions to 7.8 millions in spite of a decrease of
200,000 in ordinary letters, Express articles posted total 110,000, against 104,000, while insured
articles posted have increased from 573 to 1,076. Parcels for delivery in the district are recorded
at 39,000, exactly maintaining last year’s figures. Parcels posted appear at 24,400, weighing
40,000 kilos, against 18,200, weighing 30,000 kilos. Complaint is still made that other agencies
transporting parcels avoid likin taxation to which every postal parcel must submit. Money
orders issued do not show much improvement, but money orders cashed have risen from
$342,000 to $417,000.
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1,020 li of new courier lines were opened during the year, and go 4 were abolished. The
total length of courier lines is now 22,557 U4, including 475 li of heavy-mail lines. Trains now
run direct from Kiukiang to Nanchang. Freight is not yet carried, but light mails are
despatched from each end twice daily. The min-chii continue their business much the same
as last year. Lately, their mails have been brought under the same rules of censorship as Post
Office mails and their parcel traffic at Nanchang brought under likin rules.

A new Sub-Office is to be secured outside the city wall where the train and launch
services meet. This will obviate the necessity for bringing many parcel baskets through the
city, as well as give a better delivery after the city gates are shut at nightfall. Considerable
hopes are entertained as to the new rural delivery system, as it seems likely to meet a public
want,.

Kiangsu.—Little extension of advantage to the postal Service remains to be undertaken
in this area, which, owing to its accessibility from the treaty ports was one of the first to be
developed, and which, moreover,—since Shanghai and its hinterland constitute a separate
district—is the smallest but one of all the postal districts. Consequently the total number of
establishments shows little change; amelioration of conditions by systematic reorganisation of
courier lines has been the prevailing idea.

Deep political unrest in the domestic sphere and the far-extending influence of the
European war combined adversely to influence postal operations in the year under review.
Nevertheless, the net surplus of revenue showed a substantial increase over that of 1915. The
parcel business, which is the first to show any variation in the political barometer, made good
headway despite the entire suspension for long periods of the remunerative parcel trade with
Szechwan, Kwangtung, Shensi, Kansu, and part of Shantung. Parcels posted increased in
number by g per cent. and in weight by 8 per cent., while parcels delivered within the district rose
in number by 9 per cent. and in weight by 34 per cent. Articles of mail matter posted in the
distriet increased by a million, while those for delivery show a rise of nine hundred thousand.
Money orders issued advanced by more than $200,000, while those cashed-show a rise of nearly
$300,000.

The Siichowfu-Kaifeng-Chengchow section of the Lung-Hai Railway now has daily
trains, instead of only thrice weekly as recorded in last year's report. By an alteration in the
schedule of the Tientsin-Pukow Railway, which came into effect on 1st September, and by
a subsequent change in the Lung-Hai time-table, Shanghai morning papers of Monday are
landed in Hankow at 7.30 a.M. on the following Wednesday. This is a faster route to Hankow
than by steamer, but there is, unfortunately, an interval of only a few minutes at Chengchow, so
that a slight Lung-Hai delay is liable to upset the connexion. Siichowfu, where the Lung-Hai
Railway joins the Tsinpu line, is already a transmission centre of much importance, and its
responsibilities in this respect cannot but increase as the vast inland regions served by the new
line (Lung-Hai) develop. It is therefore expedient that the Post Office should possess its own
premises there, and to this end a suitable site has already been procured.

Statistics regarding min-chii are, as always, unreliable. There is no doubt, bowever, that
letter-smuggling on a very considerable scale still goes on, many subordinate employés on
steamers, trains, launches—not to mention hong-boats plying on the numerous creeks—adding
to their income in this way.
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SaangHAL—Notwithstanding the troublous months brought about by political events
and the continuation of the European war, postal results have been as satisfactory as could have
been anticipated. For several months business with south and south-west China was practically
suspended, and censorship was enforced everywhere. Still, every branch of the service seems to
have progressed ; many branches, indeed, show record figures. Articles of mail matter posted
show a total of 48.9 millions, as compared with 41.8 millions. Five millions of this increase
is accounted for by newspapers, the rest by letters and postcards. 22 new newspapers
were registered for transmission during the year, and 18 were suppressed. Articles delivered
appear at 30.2 millions, against 24.9 millions. Ordinary letters make up 2.8 millions of this
increase, postcards 1.2 millions, and newspapers 700,000. Express articles posted remain
at about last year’s figures, but those delivered improved from 487,000 to 503,000. Insured
letters posted rose from 1,650, aggregate value $92,000, to 2,900, aggregate value $140,000, while
those delivered rose from 4,070, of an aggregate value of $174,000, to 6,490, of an aggregate value
of $292,000. The number of articles posted for local delivery improved by half a million, or 10
per cent., while articles collected from Box Offices and letter-boxes are, roughly, } million
in excess of last year’s figures. In spite of the unfavourable conditions, the parcel business has
also improved. Parcels posted total 381,000, weighing 1,787,000 kilos, against 365,000, weighing
1,688,000 kilos, for last year. 34,200 of the parcels posted were insured, and 7,800 were taxed
with trade charges. Parcels delivered amounted to 55,000, as compared with 51,000. When it is
remembered that parcel business with several provinces was suspended for a time, the results
must be considered quite satisfactory. The unreliability of the declarations of the min-chii as
regards the contents of their clubbed packages is well illustrated in the Shanghai returns.
According to their statements, the number of letters contained in their packets dropped from
3 millions to 1 million; but the total number of packets and the gross weight recorded by the
Post Office remain much the same as last year. Also, various seizures effected and fines inflicted
show that the local min-chii are but too prone to indulge in smuggling whenever they believe
they can safely do so. Money orders issued have improved by $151,000, and cashed by $231,000,
the total money order transactions for the year being $2,000,000.

Few alterations have been effected in postal communications. A small addition has
been made to the rural courier routes. A short loop, covering 10} miles, to connect the
Shanghai-Nanking Railway with the Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo line was completed and
officially inaugurated in the early part of December. Traffic on the Hangchow line was
temporarily suspended from r2th April to 17th June, when communication was maintained
by launches. In September the Chingfeng, Tsinpu, and Huning Railways adjusted their time-
tables, thereby enabling through-mails from the north and south to reach Shanghai and Peking
respectively nine hours earlier than before, the time between Peking and Shanghai being
reduced to 36 hours. An agreement was concluded between the Chinese Administration and
the China Mail Steamship Co,, Ltd., a joint Chinese and American enterprise whose vessels
fly the American flag, for the direct acceptance and conveyance of Chinese Post Office mails
and parcels to and from China. The addition of four new steamers to the fleets of other
companies has considerably improved the transpacific mail service, which has been much affected
since the outbreak of the war.

Owing to the war and the consequent strict censorship of the belligerent countries, the
mail service to and from Europe has, as last year, been irregular. In addition to many seizures
being effected by censors, large quantities of mail matter were lost through the torpedoing
“of the mail steamers Arabia and Magellan.
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During the year attention continued to be devoted to improving and accelerating existing
services. Thus, the extension of office hours enabled the public to make use of the Registry
Office much later in the evening and earlier in the morning. A special staff is now daily sent
beyond Soochow to meet the evening express train for the purpose of sorting express letters
on board and enabling them to be delivered immediately upon the arrival of the train at
Shanghai. Local delivery sections have been revised and extended and, in some, deliveries
have been increased. The strictest supervision was exercised in checking the work of postmen,
Through the system of test letters several irregularities were discovered, and many complimen-
tary letters were received from the public in appreciation of the service. Preparations are
being made for replacing the various mail vans with up-to-date motor lorries. This departure
has become quite necessary in view of the large and rapidly increasing quantity of mails to be
transhipped daily.

A very interesting case of forging postage stamps was discovered during the latter part
of the year. A gang of persons, the principal of whom were, or had been, postal employés,
was found to have equipped itself with the required machinery and outfit, and was producing
a considerable amount of spurious stamps of the 5o-cent denomination which were so well
executed as almost to defy detection. Thanks to the prompt and energetic action of the French
police, the whole gang, with only one exception, was arrested, and its machinery, together with
the plate, was seized. The case was tried before the French Mixed Court, when the principal
culprits were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment ranging from four years to three
months. Heavy fines were inflicted on the minor offenders.

AnBwEeL—Last year's programme of consolidation has been continued, and further all-
round progress has been recorded. During the period of political unrest, censorship of letters
and newspapers was enforced. For a time the more important cities were under martial law,
and nearly every town of any importance established a sort of local militia or guard for its
own protection. The overflow of the Hwai River during the early summer resulted in the
worst floods for many years. Great damage was done at many of the principal towns in
the Hwai Valley. At some, the inhabitants had to take refuge in the hills, and mail matter
was delivered by boat. Great distress followed the floods, for there was little or no harvest,
and the number of robbers increased. Apart from this, couriers had other difficulties to
contend with; many of the roads were deep in water, which they had to wade through, and
even the use of waterproof sheets did not prevent the mails from getting soaked. Altogether,
10 cases of loss of mail matter are recorded, two being due to highway robbery and one to
theft. Establishments now number 533. A new Sub-Office was opened in Wuhu, five Agencies
were converted into Third Class Offices, one Third Class Office into a Second Class Office, and
two Agencies were opened.

Articles of mail matter posted are recorded at 6.5 millions, an increase of over 10
per cent., the principal improvement being shown under ordinary letters and postcards. Re-
gistered articles show a slight reduction, but express letters advanced from 103,000 to 117,000
Articles for delivery in the district totalled 7.3 millions, against 5.9 millions, ordinary letters,
newspapers, and postcards making up the increase. 29,000 parcels, weighing 59,400 kilos, were
posted, as compared with 21,000, weighing 37,000 kilos, which must be considered very satis-
factory. In view of the wide-spread distress in the district, parcels delivered show specially
good results. They total 98,000, against 65,000. Letters contained in native clubbed packages
show a decrease of 62,700. Money orders issued amount to $928,000, and cashed to $1,228,000,
increases of $87,000 and $186,000 respectively.
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Much attention has been devoted to courier lines. The total length has been reducet
by 327 li. Some 2,500 I3 of old lines were abolished, and 2,177 l% of new lines opened, affording
better connexions than before. Apart from this, improvements have been effected on 7,288 i
of other lines so that they connect places where postal facilities are better appreciated. The
change of the Szechow (ji J{|)-Suchow An (45 i) line to Szechow-Lingpi (& EE #&)-Kuchen An
day-and-night line is appreciated by the public, as the receipts show, and couriers have no
difficulty in running to schedule time during the flood season. The Yingshaohsien (3§ .| B5)-
Sanhotsien (= {if 42) line is an improvement on the former connexion between Sanhotsien
and Yingchowfu (3§ J§ FF). Mail matter from the south sent via Pengpu (i &) can now
reach south-east Honan quicker than before. A heavy-mail service has been inaugurated
between Wuhu and Hweichow ({8 J{ JF), a distance of 445 l<. As many heavy mails are now
received for southern Anhwei, both the Wuhu-Hweichow and Tatung-Hweichow heavy-mail
services are kept busy. A heavy-mail service has also been opened between Liichowfu (JF | F¥)
and Liuanchow (7% % #{). No changes of importance are recorded in the railway mail services,
but the daily service between Siichowfu and Kaifeng is found very convenient for mails to
and from Pochow (% JIf) and Kwoyang (1) [ B%). Owing to the strike of the steamer officers
of the principal shipping companies during the early days of May, no steamers were available
for the carriage of mails. No complaints, however, were made, as steps had been taken in
advance to prevent inconvenience to the public.

There has been no change in the Wuhu min-chii organisation. During the first few
months of the year the military authorities censored min-chii mails at their own establishments
in Anking, Wuhu, and Tatung. Their business is reported to be increasingly dull, doubtless
owing to the strict Customs supervision to prevent smuggling.

Four Offices were removed to more suitable locations, and the premises at other places
have been extended. Many Postmasters were transferred to other Offices for further training
and experience, and some were placed under supervision. Several Agents were discharged, and
in some cases punished by the authorities, for using washed and cancelled stamps. During the
latter part of the year an agreement was made with the principal Wuhu launch companies for
the carriage of heavy mails to interior places served by launches. In June the Wuhu delivery
system was reorganised, the delivery sections being made smaller and the number of deliveries
fixed at eight daily. The deliveries at Tatung were also improved. In accordance with the
general scheme for inspection and control, the district has been divided into five sections, each
of which will be under a sectional Inspector. The five centres are Anking, Wuhu, Hweichow,
Pengpu, and Chengyangkwan. There is also a Chief Inspector in general charge. The scheme
is not yet in full working, but will be as soon as the necessary Inspectors are available.

Crexk1aNG.—The disturbed condition of the province during the first half year, and in
particular during April when provincial independence was declared, adversely affected results,
postal and financial. The declaration of the moratorium still further hampered business.
While there is no decline to be recorded under any heading save that of parcels, a normally
quiet year would have shown a considerable extension of business in every category, especially
having regard to the excellent prospects with which the year opened. The number of losses
due to highway robbery decreased considerably, yet during the year three couriers suffered
death at the hands of bandits.



CHUNG-HUA MIN-KUO, 5TH YEAR (1916). 19

Articles posted rose by 1% millions, while those for delivery advanced by 2 millions,
giving an increase of 19 per cent. over last year’s figures. Money orders issued increased by
$80,000, while money orders cashed rose by more than $g0,000.

Continued activity and enterprise on the part of the Railway and Express Companies,
together with the interruption of through-train traffic on the Shanghai-Hangchow Railway
after the declaration of independence, caused a decline in the parcel trade. From new and
improved arrangements for transmission of parcels, made in anticipation of an increase in the
number handled, little benefit accrued, as the political disquiet brought the trade of the
province almost to a standstill. Parcels posted in the district decreased in number by 8 per
cent. and in weight by 11 per cent.; and those delivered, while showing an increase of 7,000
in number, decreased in weight by 7,000 kilos.

By a redistribution of the duties of couriers and post-boats much has been done during
the year to improve and speed-up postal communications. By accelerated connexions with
the chief towns in the neighbouring province of Anhwei an impetus has been given to the
newspaper trade, and only the generally disturbed conditions have prevented record results.

Capsisal of a native boat on the Shihpu (fy {{#i j&)-Nantienhsien (§§ H ¥%) line resulted
in the drowning of the courier and loss of all mails. An imprci%ed summer service to
Mokanshan was much appreciated by residents there. Since the linking up of the Hangchow-
Shanghai Railway with the Shanghai-Nanking line, direct mails are closed at Hangchow, ete.,
for Offices on the Shanghai-Nanking and Pukow-Tientsin lines.

The business of unregistered min-chii has not improbably increased during the year.
So far, the majority of the letter-hongs in the district have ignored the Government status of
the Post Office, and only when a course similar to that pursued at Ningpo, where registration
is compulsory and fines are enforced, is pursued elsewhere, will the smuggling of mails decrease
and postal revenue correspondingly increase. 24 seizures were made during the year, the
smuggled mails emanating in seven cases from unregistered, and in 17 cases from registered,
letter-hongs.

A point has been made of the raising of the efficiency of Offices and their staffs during
the year. Two Agencies were converted into Second Class Offices with money order facilities,
and four Agencies were given the status of Third Class Offices, while six Offices have been made
Express Delivery Offices. No less than 87 establishments have been allowed steam-served
privileges for parcels. Nine new Rural Box Offices were opened, raising the number in the
distriet to 132. Proportionate advancement in other directions is recorded.

Fukiey.—Financially the results for 1916 are very satisfactory. The hope expressed in
the last report that this year would see the district self-supporting has been more than fulfilled.
Indeed there is quite a fair surplus. This is due to steadily improving postal conditions, the
decline in the amount of smuggled mails owing to frequent seizures, and to general retrench-
ment. In the past two years ordinary postal revenue has increased by 40 per cent. Foochow
City, Omui (38 E), and Tangmuikai (j& B fi) Offices were converted into Sub-Offices directly
under the Head Office, and the Santuao First Class Office was converted to a Second Class
Office. Three new Agencies, two Box Offices, and 63 Rural Box Offices were opened, four Rural
Box Offices being closed and two converted into Agencies. Articles of mail matter posted
advanced from 5.8 millions to 6 millions, the improvement being entirely due to ordinary
letters. Registers and postcards did not maintain last year's figures. Articles delivered totalled
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6 millions, against 5.5 millions, ordinary letters again accounting for the increase. The number
of insured letters delivered and posted amounted to 9,200, against 5,600. A further great
advance was recorded in money order transactions, which show $714,000 issued and $438,000
cashed, against $614,000 and 346,000 respectively. Parcels posted during the year rose to
68,000, against 53,700 in 19135, this advance being partly due to the number of parcels sent
to the northern provinces, but more to the fact that a very large number of silk parcels
from Foochow for Yiiki (# 72), Kutien (4§ M), and other up-river towns are now sent by
post. These were formerly sent by cargo-boat, but the merchants find the Post Office cheaper
and safer. The increase necessitated the engagement of a permanent additional boat.

Two new courier lines have been opened, bringing the total length of lines up to 14,600
li. 13 lines were reorganised and improved. In April a launch was purchased for the
carriage of mails between Pagoda and Foochow. It meets all incoming steamers and takes
mails to all outgoing steamers, and has proved itself invaluable. It saves time, and the Post
Office is no longer dependent on the sailings of the launches of the various steamer companies.
In the absence of a regular steamer service twice a week between Amoy and Foochow, light
mails have at times been transmitted overland wia Chiianchowfu (J& Ji{ §§) and Hinghwafu
(81 46 #¥). All mail routes functioned regularly. On the courier lines schedule times were
well maintained, although delays have been recorded owing to couriers being molested by
robbers and to the irregular running of steam-launches.

Registered min-chii in the Foochow section remain the same as last year, but letters in
clubbed mails have increased from 82,000 to 96,000. No unregistered hongs exist in Foochow.
In the Amoy section the number of registered hongs has increased from 23 to 39. Letters in
Amoy clubbed mails total 701,000, against 28g,000. This indicates the flourishing business of
these min-chii. Their principal operations are in connexion with Chinese emigrants to the
Straits Settlements and Dutch Colonies. During the year 29 seizures of smuggled mails were
effected. Hongkong-Amoy local mails formerly forwarded to the British Post Office for distri-
bution were from November sent to the Amoy First Class Office for delivery.

Following the general scheme, the district was divided into inspecting sections with an
Inspector in charge of each and a Chief Inspector to superintend all. In Foochow, delivery
sections were rearranged and the daily deliveries and collections increased. Other improvements
have been the conveyance of outport mails between Omui and Foochow City by handearts;
the removal of Omui Office to a pew building on the “New Road”; and the introduction of
bicycles to run between Omui and the city.

KwanaruNa.—The conditions of dull trade and general unrest which prevailed at the
close of last year continued till March, when political disturbances broke out, and the province
suffered the horrors of civil war till September. Hostilities commenced in the north-east and
south-west. In June a Yunnan army on its way to the north under L1 Lign-cHUN (Z= % §)
turned against Kwangtung and marched on Canton by the North River. Then Kwangsi
troops approached by the West River and reached within a few miles of the city, which
remained in a state of seige from July 22nd till September 11th, when peace was arranged.
In the meantime, heavy fighting took place at several points on the East River. For six
months the whole province was thus in a state of disorder. Robbers and brigands made
the most of the opportunity. Business and communications almost came to a standstill
The Post Office suffered severely. Inland Offices were pillaged and burnt down. Postal Agents
were captured and held for ransom. Steam traflic with inland places was suspended, likewise,
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the operating of many courier and boat lines. Railway traffic, for the most part, was also
stopped. Postal receipts fell $11,000 per month. There were 165 cases of robbery and
piracy. In other 42 cases couriers were held up and robbed of their belongings by brigands,
but mails, though opened, were not stolen. Three couriers were killed and four seriously
wounded, one man having his ears cut off as a warning to other couriers not to carry official
despatches. Inspectors had to be recalled to Head-quarters, as no official could guarantee safe
escort or protection.

In spite of all, postal operations were carried on whenever and wherever possible. But
progress and extension were greatly affected. 11 Agencies and 13 Rural Box Offices were
opened. Rural Box Offices now number 830. Articles of mail matter posted total 28.8 millions,
little more than maintaining last year’s figures. Articles delivered show a slightly greater
advance, in spite of a decrease of 400,000 under newspapers. Money orders issued amounted to
$405,000, against $350,000 in 1915, while money orders cashed fell from $270,000 to $266,000.
There was a total suspension of money order business for a month owing to hostilities. Parcel
business was practically suspended for a period of nearly three months. It is therefore not
surprising that the number posted fell from 109,000 to 93,000 and the number delivered from
144,000 to 101,000. The total value of outward parcels amounted to over $1,500,000, and of
parcels delivered to $2z,200,000. Naturally, the financial results are less satisfactory than last
year, but business is picking up again and promises well for 1917.

A careful study was made of existing courier lines, on many of -which improvements were
made. For instance, the Shiuchow (5 | F§)-Pingshek (3§ f) line connecting with Changsha
(Hunan) was accelerated from a daily to a fast day-and-night service. Similar alterations were
made on a number of other lines, and that with practically no additions to the courier staff.
73 Ui were added to the length of courier lines, bringing the total to 31,021 li, of which 783 i are
fast day-and-night lines. No change was made in the railway services, construction work being
at a standstill. All the lines were interrupted for a time during the military operations. On
the Canton-Hankow line traffic was suspended from 1st May to 14th September, the Canton-
Samshui line was closed to traffic for 52 days altogether, and for one month the Kowloon train
only proceeded as far as Sheklung (/5 §E).

Native postal agencies still continue to thrive to a certain extent in this province. It
is difficult to calculate the unregistered min-chii even approximately, as nearly all shops and
merchants transmit letters, although that is not their main business. At Kungchow on one
occasion, an unregistered letter-hong despatched to Bangkok a closed mail containing 4,000
letters. As there is no restriction on clubbed packages posted at foreign Post Offices, these
letter-transmitters and unregistered min-chii have excellent facilities for carrying on their
work. Renewed efforts are being made to check this illicit transmission of mail, but it is
doubtful whether these will be successful without Government legislation.

During the year the Hongkong Post Office returned to Offices of origin many letters
posted by German subjects which they had previously received and refused to transmit to
destination.

At the end of the year the greater part of the staff moved into the new Canton Head
Office premises. The Office is quite a palatial building situated on the Chinese bund, opposite
the Hongkong steamer wharves. In front it has three storeys with basement, and at the back
two storeys. It is of reinforced concrete throughout, has a very fine appearance, is most
substantial, and is in every way up-to-date. Fittings and furniture are under order and will
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be of the most approved style. The site could not be better, and the building is ample in size.
It promises to secure greater efficiency in all branches of work, better control, and more
expeditious handling of the ever-increasing volume of mails.

Kwanagst—In 1915 this province was the victim of floods; during the past year it has
suffered from political disturbance. The civil war, and the attack upon the neighbouring
province of Kwangtung, caused a great falling off in the inter-provincial trade. The feeling
of insecurity which prevailed was responsible for the noticeable falling off in many categories
of mail matter, but the revival of trade on the cessation of the troubles made good, in most
cases, the threatened diminution as compared with the previous year. For example, there was
for some time a marked falling off in registered articles; business and official institutions
stopped registering their correspondence, possibly fearing that registered mails would be the
first to be tampered with in the event of any general outbreak of lawlessness. This falling
off was, however, ultimately made good. During May and June stamp-sales improved con-
siderably owing to the presence in the district of soldiers from other provinces who posted
letters home. The same cause increased the money order business. But these conditions proved
inimical to the parcel business; the silk and piece goods trade with Fatshan, Taichenshi, and
Canton completely ceased when the Samshui-Canton Railway came under military occupation,
The summarising of results at the close of the year shows, however, that in the final working-
out, parcels posted in the district decreased by 550 in number but increased in weight by 15,895
kilos, the latter constituting a rise of 133 per cent. as compared with last year’s figures. Parcels
for delivery dropped in number by 8 per cent. and increased in weight 24 per cent. Articles
of mail matter posted increased from 2% to 3 millions, while those for delivery in the district
fell by 13,000, a decrease of § per cent. There was a rise in money orders both issued and
cashed, the former advancing by $30,000 and the latter by $21,000.

Many changes in routes and communications have been made during the Srear. Some
lines have been entirely abolished, others have been diverted, while others, again, have been
converted to boat services. These changes have made possible a reduction of 19 in the number
of couriers, while there is an increase of 10 in the number of motor-boats availed of for carrying
mails,

Taipingfu (J 2 Jff) Third Class Office was raised to the status of a Second Class Office
and given the privileges of a steam-served Money Order Office. One other Office (Chongon)
and three Agencies were given steam-served facilities, while two Offices and 14 Agencies were
granted steam-served privileges for parcels only. The No. 2 Sub-Office of Kweilin was closed,
and five new Agencies were opened.

The number of losses of mails in this district, continues high. 39 couriers were held
up by bandits and 18 were robbed of their mails. One courier was murdered. Three vessels
were wrecked in the rapids, and the mails on them lost. Four motor and two native (post)
boats were pirated, but the mails were lost in only two cases. Besides these, there were six
other losses due to accidents of various kinds.

YunyNax.—Adverse circumstances combine to hinder this district from becoming finan-
cially self-supporting. The maintenance of its lines of communication is a very heavy item;
in addition, imports by parcel post are very large and exports trifling, so that the district is
debited with large sums for the carriage, by the Yunnan Railway, of parcels, the postage on
which is collected by other districts. Early in the year Yunnan took the lead in the agitation
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against the political changes, and expeditionary forces were despatched against Szechwan and
Kwangtung. An uprising of the aborigines also led to severe fighting in the south of the
province. These military operations, coupled with censorship, crippled all postal work. The
restrictions to parcel traffic mentioned in last year’s report were not alleviated; incoming and
outgoing domestic parcels continued to be delayed at Haiphong from 4 to 16 days for Customs
examination. 163 parcels of a declared value of $3,947.85 were confiscated in Indo-China as
containing articles of enemy origin. The reduction of the parcel tariff has already told favour-
ably upon results, for in spite of the stoppage of business for so long, and the hampering
restrictions encountered upon its resumption, parcels received and despatched show an increase.
Those posted in the district increased in number from 8,200 to 10,000, i.e., by 21 per cent., and
in weight from 24,900 kilos to 32,800 kilos. Parcels received for delivery increased in number
from 23,000 to 26,000, and in weight from 161,000 kilos to 168,600 kilos. Articles of mail
matter posted rose from 1,800,000 to 2,000,000, while those for delivery fell from 2,027,000
to 2,012,000.

The net receipts decreased 14 per cent. but as the payments also increased owing to
economies effected, there is little difference between this year’s deficit and that for 1915,

Money orders issued decreased from $558,000 to $404,000, and those cashed from
$252,000 to $188,000, the decrease being due to the fact that it was found necessary practically
to suspend the money order service from January till May.

Two new Agencies and 13 Rural Box Offices were established. Owing to local conditions,
difficulty was experienced in keeping existing services running, so that little attempt was made
at acceleration, and none at extension. Nevertheless, the Kaihwafu (B 4k J§)-Jenho (= Fr)
and the Wutingchow (j % JH)-Luchtanhsien (¥ #j §f) lines were converted from tri-daily
into bi-daily services, while the Yiinchow (2 Ji{)-Mienningting (ffj £ [§§) “once in 6 days”
service became a tri-daily one, and the Hungai (I £)-Mituhsien (5% ¥ B&) bi-daily line was

substituted for the Siakwan (F Bf)-Mituhsien (3% & &) service, which was discontinued.

The roads throughout the province continued to be infested with bandits. 35 robberies
occurred in which the mails were wholly or partly robbed, but the personal losses of couriers
were most heavy. Five were killed and seven wounded in spite of passports issued by the
authorities to all couriers. Very great difficulties were experiencea in securing pack animals
for the transport of heavy mails, as these were requisitioned by the military authorities.
Latterly, however, special flags were given by the military governor to muleteers engaged
by the Post Office, and these secured the animals against forcible reguisition.

Through traffic on the Yunnan Railway was interrupted from the end of May till the
3rd November: light mails suffered no delay, but parcels were held up for some time. Little
progress was made with the construction of the Pishihchai-Mengtsz—Kokiuchang light railway,
as, on account of the war in Europe, the cost of rolling stock and all railway materials has risen
greatly in .price. Towards the end of the year, however, tenders for these were called for, and
it is hoped that the line will be opened for traffic in 1917.

Kweicaow.—General postal conditions in the province have been fairly satisfactory,
considering its participation in the movement against the political changes and the task
incurred in resisting the advance of the northern troops from Hunan and Szechwan. A
special I Chan service was established by the local Government for the transmission of military
mails, and continued from February to July. During that period trade routes to the Yangtze
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were blocked. This caused a deadlock in trade, both local and inter-provincial. On account
of the transfer of all available troops for active service, robberies in the interior were numerous.
Action was taken by the authorities to suppress them, and the result was to some extent
satisfactory. Even during the political agitation the redemption of the local Government
notes was continued, although the monthly amount was reduced from $100,000 to 50,000.
Sycee in the province is getting scarce and the Bank of China notes and dollars are taking
its place, but they are subject to fluctuation. The results of the hostilities on business and
conditions of life are very apparent. Speculation and “cornering ” in trade are now the order
of the day, and the cost of living has increased by 20 to 30 per cent. Foreign goods of all
descriptions feteh high prices, and the inclination to use them is growing by leaps and bounds.
Trade prospects are satisfactory.

Scarcely was the political trouble over when the District Head Office was destroyed
by fire on August 8th, causing much inconvenience and extra labour. Postal work, however,
was not interrupted, as the premises of the old Salt Bureau were lent by the Governor
immediately on application for temporary accommodation. On account of the stagnation
of trade and the losses sustained through the fire, the year, as was feared, closed with a deficit,
although last year there was a slight surplus, Mail matter dealt with naturally shows a
decrease. Articles posted appear at 1,300,000, as against 2,400,000 last year. The decrease,
however, is confined to newspapers. Ordinary letters increased from 634,000, to 657,000,
posteards from 72,000 to 172,000, registered articles from 326,000 to 381,000, and express
articles from 11,000 to 23,000, altogether quite a satisfactory showing. Articles for delivery
have fallen from 3 millions to 1.4 millions. Here the decrease also is almost entirely accounted
for by newspapers. Parcels despatched rose from 35,500, weighing 10,000 kilos, to 6,800, weighing
22,000 kilos, while those for delivery fell from 17,000 to 14,000. The parcel business suffered
heavily on account of the suspension of the services with Changteh and Chungking Offices
during the hostilities. Owing to the suspension of all other money-remitting services, money
orders issued increased from $118,000 to $157,000, and money orders cashed from $116,000
to $140,000.

Two new courier lines covering 640 li were established, bringing the total length of
postal lines up to 15,296 li. There were 19 cases of highway robbery. In several cases couriers
were seriously injured, but only one died. In two cases mails were lost owing to the dis-
appearance of substitute couriers. The Changteh-Chenyiian parcel-boat service practically
ceased running from February to June. For some time heavy mails came by way of Indo-
China and Kwangsi. The latter route was also used by Hunan for the transit of light mails
for Kweichow. In all cases the efforts made to cope with the conditions were successful, and,
as regards mails, no untoward occurrences of a serious nature took place. On account of the
commandeering of labour, difficulty was experienced in filling vacancies in the ranks of couriers.
During the year there were three shipwrecks of parcel boats from Changteh; the mails were
saved, though greatly damaged.

H. PICARD-DESTELAN,
Co-Director General.

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF PosTs,
PExING, 20th August, 1917.
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APPENDIX A. )
SUMMARY OF CHINESE POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMENTS OPEN AT END OF THE
YEAR, WITH COMPARATIVE SUMMARY FOR PREVIOUS YEAR.
Posran Divisions. 4run YEar oF (CHuNc-mua Min-xuvo (1915). st YEAr oF CHUNG-HUA MIiN-RUO (1916).
§€,g' Igezﬂd o Offices with. Special Funetions, * (s}{f:?.'a, ?3.';"3 Offices with Special Functions.*
DistrICTS: % £ mé‘liﬂ;; ! ;é §D - 12‘(1;2;,& ;gi %;
o O P O O O TS i R T IO P IR (PR O [
Chihli.. . ovvieeeans 145| 188 | 740| 58| 58| 41| 56| 140| 5|110| 189 | 746 60| 61| 42| 58| 143 5| 110
Shansi........o.o.. 104 38| 270| 3| 3| 21| 12| 11| I| 10 38 | 271| 3| 3| 21| 12| 11 1| 10
Honan..........ocn. 101 72 | 426 23| 22| 17| 271 69| 1| 61 76| 423| 24| 23| 18| 29| 7I 1] 62
Shensic......corenns. 835 28 | 170 e | 10| 10| 27 | 171 2| 11
Kansu,,...... 55 20 | Ioo 14 2 21 100 16| 2
Siokiang ...........| 22 20 31 21 34
Manchuria,........| 751 197 294' 44| 54| 61| 43| 102| 5| 71| 201} 423 44| 54| 68| 43| 113 5l 71
Shantung,......... 104 104 | d01| 27| 35| 30| 21| 73| 5| 70| 104 | 408 27| 35| 34| 23| 74 5| 70|
Szechwan.......... 130 113 | 523 220 14] 74) 33 9 22| 117 | 555| 17| 16| 80| 45| 1o 17
Hupeh.......... e | 67 82 [ 293 15| 31| 34| 25| 73| 31 48 87| 307| 15| 32| 39| 31| 78| 26| 4| 48
Hunan,,.....cociene 67 57 | 337| 15| 10| 30| 18 26 25 57 | 338 15| 10| 30| 18] 26 : 7 25
Kiangsivrerernn,. | 79 77 | 388 4| 13| 49| 48 po2r 2| 77 | 428 4| 13| 54| 53| 22/ 9| 2| II
Kiangsu....,. rreees 53 95 1 361 30 40 33| 48| 86| 4| 84 95 | 369, 30| 41| 36| 49| 87[138| 4| 84
Shangliai (local)..! 14 61 ° 36| 6| 31| 6] 32 54| 1| 34 61 36| 6| 31| 17| 34| 54 1| 34
Anhwei ............ 55 63 ' 466| 14! 12| 43| 28| 45| 1| 27 69 4643 14| 13| 44| 29| 51| 22| 1| 27
Chekiang .......... 78 63;: 330| 28 34 26| 23| 86, 4 67 69 | 324| 28| 341 28] 20| 86, 87| 4| 67
Fukien.......cccun.. 58 71 ‘ 3231 37. 22| 42| 24| 46| 3| 6o 72 | 325| 37| 22| 42| 25| 45| 6| 3| ‘59
Kwangtung........| 83| 132 882| 36| 28! 73| 21| 201! 3|120] 132 | 893| 38 30’ 72| 47| 240| 53| 3121
Kwangsiv.vrnne| 90| 33 i 2320 3 6| 264 9| 14 7 32 | 237 6| 26| 12| 19| 16 7
Yunnan ......oceea. 66 40 | 162 61 11 26| 8, 28, 3| 23 40 | 164| 6| 11| 26| 8| 28 3| 23
Kweichow .......... 49 33 | 1581 ... ‘ e | 31| 29 31 | 165 29| 27 2
TorArL......... 1,581 1,587 16,923 371 | 424|697 | 517/ |1,084 | 41 |850] 1,616 (7,181 | 371 | 435|734 | 585 1,158 | 366 | 42 |846

1 indicates Domestic Parcel Insnrance and Trade Charge Offices.
% 1 Money Order Offices 4.

2
3 It
4

Money Order Offices B,
N Express Delivery Offices,

(e

- o g

»

”

5 indicates Bteam-served Offices.

Offices allowed steam-served privileges for domestic parcels only,

Insured Letter Offices.

Oflices stecepting purcels under Union regulations.
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1,—Chihli District,

C RN SV SR

o

10
X
12
13
4
15
16
7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
3 1 4
32
33
34
35
36
37
28
39
45
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
(1
52
53
54
S5
56
57
58
59
6o
61
6z
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APPENDIX B.

LIST OF HEAD OFFICES AND FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD CLASS OFFICES,
ARRANGED UNDER DISTRICTS.

Tientsin
Peking
Paotingfu
Tangku
Tangshai
Bhanhaikwan
Tsangchow
Shiuntelifa
Changsintien
Chiengtingin
Chiniwangtao
Tsunhwachow
Chanigli
Tinghing
Kaiping
Lwanchow
Hokienfu
Yangliutsing
Tungeliow Clii
Kaoyang
Tingchow
Hyyailn
Pehtatho
Kalgnn
TLiotinghsien
Tamingfa
Sintsi Cht
Kwangpingfn
Tzeelow CLi
Lwancheng
Chichow
Yangtsun
Potowehen
Stianhwaiu
Chochow
Hwailai
Yeughnin
Tiushowying
Yungpingfu
Kaichow Chi
Enyeh
Fangtai

Clientow (Shillkiaclanng)

Lutai
Yiianshih
Kaoyihsien
Neikiu
Ningtsinhsien
Shenchow: Chi
Chsochow
Nankunglisien
Kichownan
Hantan
Auping Chi
Weihsien Chi
Paotihsien
Machang
Huaitien
Tsingsinghsien
Ningtsing
Lincheng Mine
Chaoyangfu

s

I=First Clasg Office.

63

I20
121
&2 -]
173
124
125
126

11=8eeond Class Office.

Fengtai
Kiichow .
Sanhdlisien
Jupyang
Chengtelifu
Pingehiian
Sidochan

Nanlo

Nanytian
Pehtaiho Station
Liwanchow Station
Chihfeng
Chiinliangcheng
Pehyiian
Kupehkow
Yiichow Chi
Shengfang
Liangkocliwang
Tolunnoerli
Tsinghoclien Chi
Urga:

Kiaclita
Tsinghwayiian
Shihpaerhtai
Taki

Fengjun
Hienhsien
Tsinghaihsien
Hingtsi
Lienwoclien
Biikochwang.
Chengliakow
Yiitien
Binhohsien
Traokianghsien
Teienanhsian
Funinghsien

- Pingsiang Clii

Tungming
Changyian
Tungkwanghsien
Yufangehen
Kuan
Tsinghsien
Nanpilisien
Wikiao
Kingehow Chi
Lungpinghsien
Singtang
Haiyang
Anshan
Hengshni
Wauyi Chi
Wukiang Chi
Kichowpeh
Malanyt
Kienchanphsien Chi
Pachow Chi
Chenganlisien
Kiiluhsien
Tsingholision
Sinanchen Chi
Paoancliow
Hankiaghu

. 127

158
129
1'30
X131
13%
133
34
135

Sininghsien
Tughihkow
Weicliangting
Koku

Tungan Chi
Wirtsing
Fengning
Lunghwahsien
Angubsien

136 Lilisien

37
138

Linsihsien
Kailu

139 Shentsel
140 Kingpeng

141

Taitowying

142 Wangtu

143 Ninghohsien
144 Kwangpinghsien
145 Pehtang

146 Miytin

147 Wangkingte
148 Sinklintun

149 Suitinghsien
150" Yenkochwang

151

Tinglinho

152 Tangkiatio
153 Hwalan

(Bub-Offices; 36; Postal Agencies, 746.)

2,—S8hansi District,

00Ny OV e W B M

L}

10
1
1z
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
26
21
27z
%%
24
25

Taiyfianfu
Kihsien Sha
Pingyaohsien
Taikuhgien
Pingtingehow
Pingyangin
Puchowfu

. Riangehiow

Kiiwo
Yiincheng
Kiehsin
Fenchow
Taichow Bha
Singhow 8ha
Tatungtu
Kweihwating
Fengchen
Taehrhow
Kizochenghsien
Yiitze
Luanfa
Protowelien
Suiylian
Kolanchow
Yangehitai

111=Third

r
LR
"
I
.
»
"
v
AE2
*¥
8
5
55
2}
”»
FRS
ER)
g
”
E8H
>
a,
»r
v
i
M

2

11

2
o
3y
23
3

27

"
Ty
-
0
2
1
1
"
3y
1
"
4
+
¥4
iR d

.

Class Office.

26
27,
28
29
36
31
37
33
34
35
a6
37
38

Liungshengeliswvang
Hungtung
Showyang
Bitkow
Kaoping
Taiping $ha
Ishih
Soping
Saravsi
Chigheliow
Sisoyi
Tingsiang
Yangkao

(Postal Agencies; 271.)

3.—Honan District,

F R N N

A

®
o

54
T
13
14
13
16
17
8
15
20

N

232
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
37
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Kaifeng
Changte-Ho
Weikiwei

Binyangehiow

Suiping
Hstichow
Kweiteh
Clienigcliow
Chowkiakow
Honanfix

‘Shancliow

Mienelih
Kwangehow
Kioshan
Juning
Yiichow Ho
Linying
Yéricheng Ho
Siping
Sincheng Ho
Lioshan
Sihsgien
Kinglzekwan
Nanyangfu
Tengehiow
Chumatien
Tsinghwachen
Hivaikingfu
‘Wuan
Tackow
Tsiaotso
Binigiang
Linchang
Hweihsien Ho
Lushan Ho
Kikingshan
Riaoyi Ho
Lingpao
Sinanhsien
Hiangeheng

11
1
I
35
¥
™
1
»s
¥
»
24
¥

»

».
)
oy
,y
»”
5
29
31
2]
E3)
3]
22
i
”
7]
.,
5y
2
)
7y
re
i
12
e
I3
.
"
12
(13
>y
E3
2
»

1
8.
I

oy



41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
5t

5%
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
6o
61

62
63
64
6%
66
67
68

Changko
Shangtsai
Miyang

Sinyeh:

Sintsai
Chenping Ho
Shekichien
Yehsten
Wuyang,
Chenchowfu
Yithehow
Wuehib

Luyi

Siichow Ho
Kihsien Ho
Kushihsien
Bliangehenghisien
Juchow
Yungcheng,
Menghsien
Chihgien
Tanghsien Ho
Sunghsien
Shienkiu
Lushihhsign
Biangehenghsien
Chengyanghgien
Kwanyifitang

»

(Sub-Offtces, 8;; Postal Agencies,

4,—Shensi District.
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9
10
x
12
13
14
15
16
r7
8
19
20
41
22
23

Bianfu
Lungehitehal
Tungkwanting
Fengsiangfu
Sanyiianhsien
Weinan
Pinchow She
Hanchungfu
Hinganfa
Tungehowfu
Kingyang
Yenanfu
Sultehichow
Yilinfu
Anplenpn
Shangchow’
Sienyang
Kienchow
Lusgchow She
Hianchenglisien
Ningkiang
Kushihchen
Sisiang

{8ub.-Offices, 4; Postal Agencies,

5.—Kansu District.

05N OvAA o N A

-
- g0

12
13

13

Lianclibwin
Pingliang
Anting Kan
Pingfan
Tsinchow Kan
Biningfa
Lisngehowfu
Hochow Kan
Kungcehangfu.
Ningsiafu
Suchow. Kan
Ansichow
Kanchowfu
Maying
Chungweilisien
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. 16 Kingyangfu

423.)

£718.)

17 Titaochow
18 Minchow

19 Kaichow Kan
20 Knyiian

(Sub-Office, » ; Postal Agencies, ro0.)

6.—Sinkiang District.

Tihiwafa (Urumtst)
Kuchengtze:(Kitaihsien)
Hami

Tarfan

Wiisu

Taticheng (Tarbagatai

Chugutehak)

Builaihsien (Maiinsy)

Ningytianlisien 8in
9 Buiting

ro; Hweiyiian )
vt Yeukifu (Karashsr)
12 Kuche

13 Aksu (Wensuhfi)
14 Shifii (Kashgatr)

r5 Kuerhlei

16 Pachuchow

17 Bochefu (Yarkand)

18 Hotisneliow

1y Chenghwasze (Altaf)

20 Shulehfu

O ot N e

o~

(Sub:Office, 15 Postal Agencies, 34.)

7.—Manchuria District.

Moukden
Newchwang
Kwanchengtzo
Kirin

Harbin
Antung
Haicheng
Tinoyang
Kaipinghsien:
1o Tienchwangfat
11 Tiehling

1z Kajyiian

13 Tungkiangtze
14 Fenghwahsien
15 Clilnchowii
16 Sinminfu

17 Shwangehengfo
18 Ashiho

rg Taitaihayr

2o Hulati

a1, Pehtwanlintze
2a Kowpangtze
23 Kwangning
24 Ningytanchow
25 SBuichunghsien
26 Changtifa

47 Kungehyling
28 Pamisucheng
29 Kuaokiao

30 Ichow

3x Tselenwei

32 Siuyen

33 Tesliihkiao
34 Penghwangcheng
33 Fuchow King
36 Clienan

37 Newchwang City
38 Lienshan

39 Tatungkow
46 Panghanting
41 Angangki

O~ Cvin B W N

w

i1
or

1L

I

EF)

43
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
5t
52
53
54

LE]
84
85
86
8y
88
89
90
g1
g2
93
94

95

96

97

98

99
100
0K
¥0;
103
164
105
166
07
108
109
1o
11y
112
113
3 73
iy
116
117
18
119
120
12y
67
123
124
2k
126
127
128

Y]

Nubgan
Tungliwahsien
Payenchow:
Changwu King
Linkianghsien
Sinchengfu
Psian
Hingkingfu
Fushun King
Itungehow.
Hwaite
Hailungfu
Tangping King
Hailar
Bianhsien
Bifeng
‘Shanchengtze
Fakuting
Chaoyangehen
Panshililisien
Lisoyliauchow
Ninguta.
Yenkifu

Hunchun

Kwantien
Hwaijen King
Suifenho
Yitshuting
Szepingkal

& Taipingshao

Mumehouli
Pinchowfu
Sansing
Chwanghoting
Takushan
Lizoelhiung
Shaling
Penkihsien

- Bunkiatai

Bhihtowchengtze
Wuehang: Kir
Teienkinehai
Changkiawan Kir
Onrithsien
Tunhwahsien
Hweinanting
Taonanifu
Changpaifii
Imienpo
Mulingehan
Hailinfu
Kuokiatien
Niinkianglisien
‘Taheiho
Kwarkni
Wangehinghsien
Tungningting
Liutaokow
Talaiting
Fuchinhsien
Buiytianhsien
Noliohsien
‘Wafangtien
Chaochowting
Liuho Kifig
Sinlitun
Siaopeliho
Shihshanchan
Lansihsien
Mishanfa
Shwangyangho
Holunghsien
Ohanglinghsien
Shulanhsien
Mongkiangehow
Tehhweihisien
Heierhsu
Hulinting
Jaoliohsien
Yiighutai
Linkianghsien Kir
Hwachwanhsien
Fangehenghsien
Changshowhsien
Kwanyinshan
Tailaiehi
Liverlipu

129
130
13I
132
133
134

135-

136,
38
139
140
141
142
143
r44
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
r5a
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

160,

167
163
63
164
165
366
167

168

169
170
171
172
173
174

175

176
177
178
79

Talingho

Tengaopi
Algun
Tuitsingshan
Kinkjatun
Fusung
Pamintun

Chungtsienso
Tawa

Chalantun
Shilishanchan 8tation
Shghowao
Lungwaogmiso King
Tientsaokang
Kiginusze
Tahughan:
Bhwangshanchen
Tienkinotsang
Antaghan
Santaplatigtow
Likiawopu
Pataokiang
Jaoysangho
Kiusiting
Towtaokow,
Taolaichao
Changtienhokow
Kiiliuho

Pokotu
Wukigclian
Tsinghomen:
Biaopushihho
Tzelughi
Muoerhshanchan
Shanhotun
Haerhtaochish
Pingkangchien
Yungling
Waichakow
Antihsien
Hengtachotze
Halilin
Kangping
Pakiohtal
Kushantze
‘Shatsientze
Yangtzeshao
Laotafanigshien
Hiungyao
Kiaotow
Fankistun

(8ub:Offices, 225 Postal Agencies, 423.)

8'.—8hantung District.
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“ 0

Tsinan

Chetoo
Kiaochow (Tsingtan)
Hwanghsien
Tengehowin
Weihaiwei
Laicliow
Kinochow City
Welhsien
Pingta
Tsingehowfu

a Tafanfu

13 Talerhchwang.
14 Yenchowli
15 Tsining

16 Laiyang

17 Tenghsien.
18. Iehowfu

19 Ninghaichow
20 Wenteng

21 Bhihtao

22 Shaho:

- 23 Tehchow

24 Taimo

25 Chowtsun

16 Clifichow Sung
27 Kaoni



28

28 Changkin n
29 Poshan "
3v Ankin v
31 Tsaohisien ”»
3z Wuting m
33 ‘Chucheng 2y
34 Tungchangfa 1
35 Changlo .
36 Kiifow m
37 Jihchaohsien N
38 Taowhsien '
30 Yihsien .
40 Bangyiian sy
41 Pingytianhsien . '
42 Yileheng Sung 5
43 Liutwan s
44 Yangkiokow 1
45 Changi pr
46 Lintsiugchow ”»
47 Fushanhsien 2
48 Lungkow 2
49 Haiysnghsien "
o Shanhsien »»
51 Tsaochowfu s
sz Ishui ”
53 Litsinghsien 5
54 Tsiyang "
55 Siatsun "
56 Tzechwan sy
57 Fangtze "
8 Tsoshan . s
59 Sinchwang Sung ”
66 Lokow ' I
61 Yencheng Sung »y
6z Tawenkow .
63 Tsaochwang N s
64 Tsowping I
65 Mengyin ”»
66 Kinsianghsien »
67 Loanhsien .
68 Pehina »
69 Chukiao "
70 Tunga sy
71 Weunshang '
72 Changtien »y
73 Pingyin ”
74 Feéicheng 55
75 Putai ”
76 Yiinchenghsien v
77 Puthow ”
78 ‘Chiliping 1
79 :Changtsing 25
Bo Kaotangchow »
8r Haifeng "
85 Kwantaohsien o
23 Wuchenghsien s
84 Bhowkwang »
85 Putsih v
86 Pinglitien ”
87 Lincheng Sung .
88 Liukizskow "
89 Tancheng 1
go - Tungping Sang "
gx Loling ”
g2 Linehii ”
g3 Kiiyehsien -
94 Ningyang 1
95 Yangkuhsien .
96 Chengyarnig »
97 Yangsin ”

(Sub-Offices, 73 Postal Agencies,

9.—Szechwan District,

1 Chengtu —_
2 Chungking I
3. Wanhsien
4 Suifn II
g Luchow

6 Paoning

7 Kiatingfu
8 Meictiow

408.)

9
0o

1%
12
13
4
15
16
17
8

L1y

20
2r
22.
23
24

6y
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
85
8x
82
83
84
85
86
8y
88
89
90
g1
92
93
94
95

REPORT ON

Tungchwan Sze
Kaihsien
Mienchow
COhungpa
Kiangyun
Tzechow
Tehyang
Hanchow Sze
Sintsinghsien
Kinngchow Sze
Ewangyiian
Kiangtsing

“Yachowfu

Changshow Sze
Liangshan
Tatsienlu
Yungchwan
‘Chungchow
Kweichowfu
Fengtuhsien
Fowchow Szé

: Kienwei-
Shunking

Kwanhsien §ze
Hochow 87¢
Suining Bze
Taihochen
Mowchow:
Jungehang
Lungehang
Neikiang

o Fushun Sze

Trelintsing
Sisoki

. Junghsien Sze

Pishan
Kikiang
Kienchownan
Tzeyang
Chukentan
Nanpa
Penghisien
Mienchihgien
Kwangarichow
Chuhsien
Tachu
Suitingfa
Sanhwei
Chungkingehow
Chaokistu.
Chungkianghisien
Tungsiang Sze
Kianganhsien
Hokiang
Yungning Sze
Omeihsien

s Tangliang

Anyo
Ningylianfn
Bweilichow
Sinninghsien
Jenshowhsien
Tienkiang.
Pengkihsien
Bichung
Tingyiian Sze «
Pachow 8ze
Wushan
Yiinyanghsien
Taninghsien
Taningehang
Pengshui
Yuyangchow
Biuslian
Nanchwan
Hwaichow
Batang
Chamdo
Kintang
Tatsu
Pengshanlisien
Sintuhsien
Shehung
Pihsien
Shihfang
Anhsien
‘Wenkiang,

THE POST OFFICE :

96 Taiping Sze

97 Kiakiang

98 Tsingkihsien
99 Yiiehsi

106 Teingyiianhsien
101 Kienkiang

1oz Nitow

103 Mowkungting:
104 Kienchowpeh

(8ub-Offices, 13 ; Postel Agencies, sss.) 11.—Hunan District.

10.—Hupeh District,
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12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
“a3
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

46

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

Go.

61
62
63
64
65
66
67

69

Hankow
Ichang

Hhasi
Wuchang
Hanyang
Wustieh
Kingehowfu
Sititi

Siackan
‘Kwangshui
Hwangehow
Hwarngshihkang
Kichow Hup
Kiangkow Hup
‘Hanchwanhsien
‘Blentaochen
Fancheng
Loahokow:
Hwangpei

Itn

Patung
Teianfu
Kweéichow Hup
Twanfeng
‘Wuchanghsien
Yanglowtung
Suichow Hup
Tsaitien
Yokigkow
Shayang

Anln
Siangyangfa
Hajung
Shihshow
Kienh
Teaoyang
Shilnanfiu
Hingkwochow
Tsaoshih
Bungfow
Yiinyang
Yingcheng
Pchi

Yanglo
Lichwan
Laifeng
Kienshihsien
Tangyang
Chihkiang
Fanghisien’
Kinginen
Kiangan
Sienning
Kiinchow
Bhenkiaki
Shihhweiyao
Tayeh.

Kishui Hup
Kwangtsi
Yingshan Hiap
Hingshaiihsien
Hwangmei
Tienerhho
Kingshan
Tungeheng Bup
Machenghsien
Tehigughsien
Kungan
Kotien

29

70
71

Kiayii
Chukiaho

111

%

(Sub.Offices, 16; Postal Agencies; 307.)

CIN O B W N =

w

10
11
k32
13
14
15
16
1y
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
a7
28
29
30
3t
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42

43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
5%

Changsha
Yothow
Changteh
Yochow Qity
Siangtan
Tsingshih
Hungkiang
Hengehowfu
Yungchowin
Shenchowfu
Yiyang Han
Ningsiang Hun
Tsingkang
Hanshowhsien
Bidngsiapg Hun
Linysnghsien
Siangyin
Yitanchow Hun
‘Hengshanhsien
Paoking *
Yungfeng
Kiyang .
Nanchowting
Leiyang

Liling
Chenchow
Chucliow Hun
Pingkiang
Kweiyangchow
Yungshunfa
Changning Hun
Wikangehow
Yuhsien Hun
Yiiankianghsien
Taoyiian
Tehang Hun
Taochow.
Ningyiianhsien
Changshowkai
Binhwa
Tsingehow Hun
Linsiang,
Kushui

Pushik

Taeti

Chenki

Binning Hon *

Hwangchowting.

Lichow
Fenghwangting
Yurighinghsien
Chaling

(8ub-Offices; s ;. Postal Agencies,

12,—Kiangsi District,

o

"
o

b3 4

13
4
135

0Ny TR A N M

Nanchang
Kiukiang
Kuling
Nankangfn
Wucheng Ki
Fengehenghsisn
Changshu Ki
Siakiang
Kianfix
Wanashsien
Kanchow Ki

- 'Nanapfu

Fuchow Ki
Stiwan.
Kienchangfu

338.)



6
7
18
15
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
2B
29
30
3
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40:
f1 8
4%
43
44
5
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
6o
61
63
63
64
65
66
6y
68

Sincheng Ki
Linkiang
Pingsiang Ki
Anjen Ki

Kweiki

Iyang Ki
Hokow Ki »
Kwangsinfu
Laungnanhsien
Hukow
Kingtelichen
Loping'
Jaochow
Juichow{a
‘Yusuchiow Ki
‘Nanfeng
Kwangchang Ki
Ningtu
Juikin

Yiitn
Teianhsien
Tuachanghsien
Sinchang Ki
‘Wantsai
Wining
Iningehow
Ani Ki
Fengsin
Iwang
Eienchanghsien Ki
Hingkwohuien.
Anyiian
Hweichang
Kwangfeng
Pingsianghsien
Lienhwuting
Ghanpening Ki
Yitshan
Likiatu

Taiho Ki
Pengtseli
Yiikan .
Shatigkao
Sinyiilisien
Binkan
Tuangsiang Ki
Hingan Ki
Feni
Binfenghsien
Shihelienghsien
Tungkuting
Yungsin
Tehhing

(Sub-Offices; 93 Postal Agencies,

13, —Kiangsu District.

003 Ohunod W R

I
[o38 )

-
4

12
13
EE]
16
¥7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Nauking
Chinkiang
Soochow
Tsingkiangpun
Yarigchow
Butsien
Hwaianfa
EKaoyiuchow
Wusih
Tangchow
Kiangyin
Changshii Ku
Changehow Kn
Biichowfu
TLaho
Tangang
Sienntimiao
Jukao
Taichow Kn
Bhaopo
Paoying
Taihing
Shiherliwei
Yaowan
Chunghing

3,

428.)

27

63
64
65
66
7
68
6y
70
71
72
73
74
73

(Sub-Offices, 20:; Pontal Agencies, 369.)

foRy TN b N R

&

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2

23:

24
25
26

27

~

CHUNG-HUA MIN-KUO, 5TH YEAR (1916).

Pukow Kut
Bhingtseh
Kiangyen
Hushut
Hinghwa
Bhuyang
Tungtaihsien

: Tiingkow
 Yencheng Kn

Kintan Ku
Liyanghsien
Tsingkianghsien
Thing
Raishow
Lishui
Kityung
Muti

Kinsha
Tingshan Ku
Takiang
Fowning
Haicliow
Kowan
Shangsinho

 Chitehkisng

Kaoshun
Chihtang
Fanshui
Panpu ~
Fanchwan
Tangkiacha
‘Haian
Hwangkiao
Takiao

- Kadkiao Ku

Wikiang Ku
Yangtzehsion
Pancha
Stiakow Ku
Hutow Eu.
Sinpuchen
Shangkang
Wayu
Weiting
‘Hushukwan
Tangkow
Lavehiih
Kienpi
Chentseh
Tingli Kit

14, —Shanghai District

Shanghai
Woosung
Kigngnan
Teinprpulisien
Chukinkio
Sungkiangfi
Tsungwiing
Chwansha,
Nanbwei
Nankiso Ku
Minhang
Chuking
Kunshan
Taitsang
Liuho Ku
Lotien
Kiatinghsien
Nansiang
Shatow: Kn
Fengking:
Haimenting
Pehsinchen
Lunghwa
Paochen
Kiangwan
Psoshan
Banyangelien

(5}

I

2

28 Kinlangchen
29 Sinchang
30 Szeking
31, Chowpu
32 Changyen
33 Miaochen
34 Anting
35 Taientun
36 Sinchwang Kn
37 Tsaokiatu

38 Lintienchen
39 Kilimehen

yo Nantsingho

(8uh-Offices, 21 ; Postal Agencies; 36.)

15.—Anhwei District,

1 Anking
2 'Wuhil

3 Tatung
4 Liichowfu
5 Chaohsien
6 Wingkwofu

7 Wuweichow

8 Yiintsao

9 Liuanchow

o Fengyang

zx Showchow

12 Chengyangkwan
13 Nanlivghsien
14 Chihchowfu
15 Tsingyanghsien
16 Yingeliowfa
17 Tungcheng An
18 Pochow.

1g Sasho

20 Lukiang

21 Taipinghsien
22 Hweichow

23 Tunki

24 Chuchow .An
25 Linhwaikwan
25 Lingyangchen
27 Wangkiang

28 Taibn

29 Ihsien

30 Kitighsien

31 Siuning

32 Chikihsien

33 Hocdliow An

34 Kwangtelichow
35 Suchow An

36 Hanshan

37 Teungyangchen
38 Chekao

3¢ Kienping

40 Kimen

41 Wuytign

42 Tsingteh

43 Biatangtsi

44 Tuiping An

45 Fanchanghsien
46 Wanchih

47 Bwaiylian An
48 Tienchang

59 Chilantsiao

50 Pengpu

s 'Wuyi An

§2° Wihohsien

53 Tingytian An
54 Shucheng An
55: Mangeheng
56 Kwoyang

s7 Yingshanghsien
58 Blhienta

59 Kientel

66 Mingkwang
61 Szechow

62 Bhihtaihsien
63 Taiho An

1

2

16.—Chekiang District.

Hangchow
Wenchow:
Ningpo
Chuchow
Yiiyao
Chinbiai
Tinghai
Kashing
Huchowfu

1o Pokwan

1z Nanzin

12 Tzeki

r3 Shaohingfa
14 Mokanshan.
15 Haimen

16 Hangehow Settlement
1y Taicliowfu

18 Tangsi

19 Sisoshan

20 Hwangyen

zr Lanchi

22 Kinhwafi

23 Chukihsien Clie
24 Yihang

g5 Chenghsien
26 Puyiian

27 Tunghianghsien
28 Haiyeu

29 Chapu

30 Pinghi

31 Kashan

32 Fuyanghsien
33 Biashih

34 Haining

35 Linping

36 Songlin

37 Linghu

38 Tunglu

39 Yenchow

40: Yotsing

41 Tsingtien

42. Wenchow Uity
43 Juian

44 Chiichiowfn
45 Pingyanghsien
46 Sinshih

47 Lungchtian: Clie
48 Changshan Che
49. Changan

50 Meiki

g1 Linpu

52 Shibpu

53 Langyn

s4. Changhwa

55 Ninghaihsien
56 Tehtsing

57 Sungyang

58 Iwit

sy Kiangshan

6o Yungkang

oM TV AW N

Pl

(Sub-Offices, 9; Postal Agencies, 324.)

17.—Fukien District:

1 Foochow

2 Amoy:

3 Pagoda

4 Hankong

5 ‘Santuao

6 Shuikow Fu
7 ‘Shikina

8 Yenpingfa

g Changehowfu
16 Mamoi

v Kienningfo
12 Yangkow Fu
13 Shaowu

14 Kwanfow

(Suh-Offices, 6; Postal Agencies, 464.) rs Kuliang
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6
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24
35
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
st
5z
53
54
55

56

57
58
59
6o
61
62

(Sub-Offices, ro; Postal Agencies, 325.)

18,—Kwangtung District.

TEN M W N

o

10
I
12
3
14
15
16
17
18
15
20
21

Chunganhsien.
Chiianchowfu
Anhai
Hweianhsien
Futsing
Bienyu:
Shahsien
Diongloh
Lienkong
Pdishuiying
Tungan

Anki
Haiteng:
Changpu
Yungchun
Lungyenchow
Yitnaiao
Pucheng
Chaugpinghsien
Faningfa’
Chaoan
Biokhe
Shihchung
Kaushih
Tingchowfu
Liencheng
Ninghwsa
Kweihwahsien
Shanghang
Fengshih
Yungan Fu
Kienninghsien
Kienyang Fu
Kwangtseh
Entienhsign
Tsianglo
Futing
Hingliwafa
Fuan
Ningteh
Kaosanshih
Hunglai
Shunchang
Hungshankiso
Sinchiian
Yiiki
Yukilisien

Canton
Pakhol
Swatow
Kiungehow
Whampoa
Kumehuk
Samshui
Yamchow
Limchowfu
Kowkong
Fatshan
Kongmoon
Talleang
Tungkun
Kiulo
Yeungkong

‘Kongmoon City.

Sheklung
Tinpak
Shunitung
Shekki

”

22
23
a4
a5
26
27
28
49
30
37
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

58

59
6o
6x
62
63
64
63
66
67
68
69
70
7l
72
73

REPORT

Poklo
Olignchuen
Kwaichow
Walchow
Sunchong
Sunning
Chikhom
Chunglow
Chaocliowu
Tanshaihow
Kityang
Chioyanghsien
Tenghaikisien
Bunwui
Kwonghoi
Tsingyiin
Ampow
Yingtak
Taiping Tung
Bhiuchow
Namtow
Swabue
‘Onipo
Shmmchiin
Tsiashang
Kaying
Hingninghsien:
Tsunghow
Laoclung
Samhopa
Taipuhsien
Ungkung
Bhiuhing
Takhing
Namyung
Szewui
‘Butitong
Lupao
Taengshinghsien
Hoyiin
Linpingchow
Hokshan
Muiluk:
Kitchiok
Kochow
Bainam
Kotong
Kwongli
Dosing
Lotingchow
Shikiu
Kachek

74, Linchow

75
76
77
78
79
8o
81
8z
83
84
85
86
87
88
8g
9o
91
92
93
94
95
1]

Kuuyia
Kungyifow
Tunghing
Pakonghow
Burchow Ting
Tongha
Szetsin
Hoikin
Honam
Tsinshan
Taichenshi
Luichow
Mencheong
Canton City
Taishatow
Shamsen
‘Hoihow
Fungehiinyiin
Yauping
Hoiping
Wongsha
Lungkong

ON THE POST OFFICE:

11 97 Chongshe Tung 111
" 98 Wonglin .
b 99: Hachak v
v 100 Shatow 8 'y
. 161 Pingtsiin "y
107" Bamehowhii .
"
- 103 Sunhing e
. 164 Chenping Tung "
" 1oy Hiulam 8 ’
' 106 Towshan s
" 107 Lioktsung 5y
' 108 Tohuk ve
. vog Yunganhaien s
" 110 Wongliutn .
v 11y Lokchong .
" 112 Hopinghsien '
v ry3 Bunkaihit v
o 114 Yanfa .
. 115 Buitso .
' 16 Hengtan . .
Ve 117 Howkai '
" 18 Pingshek .
' 11y Pinglam .
v 120 Yiukn -
" 121 Kutsing o
" 122 Lumtow v
N 123 Lingshan '
1 124 Lungshan Tung o’
vy (Bub-Offices, 8 ; Postal Agencies, 893.)
s
¥
"
” 19.—Kwangsi District.
] 1 Nanning —
» 2 Kweilin 1
” 3 Wuchow '
v 4 Lungchow 1
2] . 5 Bnchow ”
" # Kweilisien )y
v 7 Chiianchow 5
" 8 Poseh »
” 9. Pinglo '
v 10 Watlam Vs
11 Konghow y
noo- 1z Paklow v
" 13 Jungyin 8i '
44 14 Kingyiian e
] 15 Patpo ”
” 16 Laipo o
” 17 Tengyiin ”
»” 18 Linchowf e
1o Shumkai
” 20 Pingramyin "
" 21 Chongon »
13 2z Yuughti -
" 23 Namheung "
" 24 Taiwn 4
" 25 Mongkong i
”w 26 Wingonchow ”
» 27 Hohsien Ve
o 28 Yiinti 5
1 2g ‘Tzeliang ”
) 36 Taipingfu -

(8ub-Offices, 2 ; Postal Agencles, 237.)

" 20.—Yunnan District.
:: 1. Yiinnanfa —
i 2 Mengtes 1

Hokow 1

3

4 Bzemao s
5 Tengyueh 3
6 Tunghai 11
7 Kaihwafu .
8 Kwangnanfu e
¢ Shilipingchow "
10 Chactung Yun 2
11 Tsuyung "
12 Linanfu »
13 Kittaingfa 22
14. Tungchwan Yuu 3
15 Talifu vy
16 Biakwan Yan I
17 Likiang "
18 Hoking v
1y Yungchang 2
20 Laoyatan "
2z Amichow ”»
22 Posi .
23 Iliang T
24 Kwangsichow ”
25 Howyentsing '
26 Chibtsun 2
27 Pisghibeliai "
28 Yiinchow »”.
29 Sinhingchow .
30 Kokinchang »”
3¢ Mapai 0
32 Talang s
33 Lungchangkai »
34 Shunning "
35 Yiiankiang 72

(Sub-Offices, s; Postal Agencies; 164.)

21,—Kweichow District.

1 Kweiyang —
z Tsuiiyi 1
3 Puanting 1
4 Chenyiian ”
s Tuhshan »
6 Anshunfa »”
7 Langtai ”
8 Chenning »
9 Lachwangping »
10 Tsingchenhsien »”
11 Kiensichow "
12 Tatingfu 1
r3 Pichish "
14 Hwangtsaopa ”»
15 Anping Kwei .
16 Ewsiting 53
vy Hingi ”
18 Szenan »”
1o Suiyanghsien ”
20 Tuaytinfu s
21 Chihshuiting ”5
22 Chenganchow ¥
23 Lipingfa -
24 Kuchow Kwei ”
25 Tungjen ”
26 Yiiping ”
27 Sankiang s
28 Sungkan m
29 Sungtao ’”

(Bub-Offices, 2 ; Postal Agencies, 165.)
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APPENDIX F.

SUMMARY OF MAIL MATTER DEALT WITH DURING THE YEAR, WITH
COMPARATIVE TOTALS FOR PREVIOUS YEAR.

Man, MAaTTER Torar, ToraL,
Disrcrs. Gom Yixn | g Yoar
Received. Despatched. In Transit. (1916). (1915).

Chihli....ooiii e, 78,452,275 35,896,148 43,7 35,200 158,086,623 134,336,257
Shansi........oeecrverrion e e enanes 10,648,048 4,531,651 5,723,330 20,003,020 18,774,849
Honan...ooovviivin i 17,005,509 6,883,049 8,860,400 32,748,958 28,464,705
Bhensi ., cviirniiiiii e 6,005,900 2,015,700 2,973,300 10,994,900 10,403,330
Kansu ..oooviviiniiiieeii e 2,099,300 1,169,400 1,011,500 4,284,200 3,426,450
Sinkiang .....occeeii i 785,800 520,900 308,500 1,624,200 1,685,900
Manchuria. «.o.eveeeeeevnveiineniniivieninienans. 36,766,799 21,759,308 18,088,300 76,614,497 69,205,029
Shantung............cccoiiiiiiiire s 20,375,519 10,202,285 12,348,500 42,926,304 43,687,173
S2ECHWAD ... i iia e e 22,524,500 8,6 36,300 8,582,000 39,742,800 29,943,359
Hupehi,covisriensininseecrecericr i ceaanes 25,330,567 11,698,417 11,592,400 48,621,384 40,526,531
Hunan......ooocomriiiemiieieiinincenianenns 12,809,900 6,334,400 5,518,700 24,663,000 21,764,000
Kiangsi,..ocoooienniniiiiiicireee e 17,087,026 6,509,676 9,246,400 32,843,102 28,956,781
Kiangsto. o v 39,879,868 17,377,795 17,353,200 74,610,863 65,600,428
Shanghai (local)..................... s 39,528,693 43,157,609 9,345,800 92,032,102 79,729,466
Anhwel .o ' 13,331,990 6,522,726 6,085,348 25,940,064 22,473,578
Chekiang....ooovviiii 21,338,088 11,766,107 8,507,800 41,611,995 36,250,857
Fukien...cocoviiniiimnie i cesinesaaniines 13,027,408 6,007,781 6,987,900 26,023,089 25,089,893
BWARGEINZ 0 vevvrriieeniisesaeeasnaresereesn 44,058:648 26,123,873 17,097,470 87,279,991 85,743,294
Kwangsio..oooooiiiiiiriiiiriinnces 5,460,200 2,748,700 2,738,550 10,947,450 10,224,894
YODDAD. .0 iieen e e s e e nene 3,944,069 2,014,658 1,931,420 7,890,147 7,806,190
Eweichow...coooooivviniiiiirene e ; 2,594,900 1,348,800 1,139,300 5,083,000 9,090,158
GRrOsS TOTAL.....overninrnrannses 433,055,007 233,234:373 199,182,318 865,471,698 773,183,122

Depver, v TRANSIT............ 199,182,318 199,182,318 176,686,400

NET TOTAL....vverren.. 233,872,689 233,234,373 199,182,318 666,289,380 596,496,722
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NUMBER OF ARTICLES POSTED FOR LOCAL DELIVERY DURING THE YEAR, WITH
COMPARATIVE TOTALS FOR PREVIOUS YEAR.

DistrICTS. LEerTERS. OTHER ARTICLES, C. H'I]‘;(ET]?’" STH Q. H%}szﬁ’ 4TH
Year (1916). YEAR (19135).

Chillio oo e er e cvccrieee 2,367,100 2,947,900 5,315,000 2,693,200
Shansi...oceciiinninirs e 8,500 8oo 9,300 7,600
Honan......ocoorvivicimnnirminicnceninerosan... 23,100 11,000 34,100 18,500
Shensi ..... N 6,200 2,900 N 9,100 5,700
Kanst.....u.... P S U 700 100 8oo 700
SIKIANG . .1 et e e ens 700 700 700
Manchuria ...cooevviiniiicie e 209,800 57,500 267,300 198,400
Shantung....cococevvveeiiiiiiiirnoenieerar e 86,700 41,100 127,800 150,600
SzechWan .. .oviinniiviiiiciir s 274,200 ’ 47,100 321,300 257,700
Hupeh oo iccvace e e, 715,200 155,200 870,400 563,700
Hunan....coocoviiiiiiiicsnriineisinisaraenens 82,000 39,600 121,600 116,100
Riangsi. oo iicivieccer s cia s seenns 35,200 18,000 53,200 44,800
Kiangsu......oooviniienniimineiiiiiiieciinnens 442,100 208,100 650,200 654,700
Shanghai (local)........cooveiiimninniincnnnen. 4,458,700 1,328,100 5,786,800 5,291,000
ANBWeliwreuiirrerin e 24,700 2,000 26,700 19,500
Chekiang..cvvernn rvnrvnisiimmmieieianeserineaenss 418,500 268,100 686,600 682,600
Fukien......cccoriinmniiiiiinnriciine crsiasennas 117,800 16,100 133,900 166,800
Kwangtung.....c.ocoevenses rreesiamrersanteanners 2,648,900 93,300 2,742,200 2,760,700
Kwangsio.uiorineriieseiioieiiiiinesenennsaenns 9,600 400 10,000 13,400
YUlnan.....covcceeeinnineiereniinnnnnss eeraranacns 9,600 100 9,700 8,100
Kweichow.....coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinienn 18,400 2,800 21,200 38,100

TOTALueerveneecrissssannes 11,957,700 5,240,200 17,197,900 13,692,600
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THE POST OFFICE :

APPENDIX H.

NUMBER OF ARTICLES COLLECTED FROM LETTER-BOXES, BOX OFFICES, AND
PILLAR-BOXES .DURING THE YEAR, WITH COMPARATIVE TOTALS
FOR PREVIOUS YEAR.

- Toray, Toraw,
DisTriCTS. LerTERS, OTHER ARTICLES: C.HMK, 5t C.HM.K., 4t
! YEear (1916). Year (1915).
Chibli.......oiieiiniciireise v 4,151,800 1,323,400 5,475,200 5,855,100
Shansi........cocovmerinimmiiiiierrn 198,300 9,700 208,000 152,800
)2 06313 | VYU PO, 746,300 206,600 925,900 828,000
SHENSE taereninesenennsrisranrraernrsomnrsrneensssons 257,900 27,300 285,200 218,400
Kanst...o.oevvviirnerneiermnrasmsmismssonrseos 16,200 100 16,300 ‘18,700
BIDKIADE .. veneenesirener e e e e e 8,600 8,600 6,000
Manchuria .o ecovniiiiiiee s 2,943,200 207,600 3,150,800 2,101,500
Shantung..........ccoeevenenennn. e 950,300 25,200 975,500 943,200
Szechwan............... J 727,500 177,000 904,500 861,000
Hupeh,.....ooooeiiiniiii s 1,681,400 202,900 1,884,300 1,297,100
Hunan - 862,400 262,200 1,124,600 828,000
Kiangsi.......ooooiviiiniiiiiiiiiiiie e 465,600 92,100 557,700 543,200
KAADEST ceevee i omerine e eeenoisineneceeene 3,484,400 2,066,600 5,551,000 4,473,100
Shanghai (local)........cooooviniiiiiniiniinnn 9,087,600 1,096,600 10,184,200 9,476,000
ADhWel.ocaeieiinniiniiiiiiiee e, 751,300 83,306 834,600 772,600
Chekiang......ovvvvieiiiiiininiieiicinenccass 1,891,000 1,516,200 3,407,200 2,525,700
Fukien.....coocoveniiriiinineiercr e eisse v eenaes 898,900 63,800 V 962,700 681,300
Kwangbung .....cocooviniiiieiiiniiienns 9,026,300 390,800 9,417,100 9,064,400
Bwangsi......ococoiiminicnanaoiinninniessnsnas 387,000 14,000 401,000 393,000
Y UDDAI 1. veenvenaneeanennnsassancnanensansenens 37,500 900 38,400 31,800
RWeIChoW ..vnvvvniviiniiniririsiiinc i icincnnne 70,100 9,500 79,600 go1,800
TOTAL....onirvsiannrinssrnans 38;643,600 75775;800 46,419,400 41,972,700
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REPORT ON THE POST OFFICE :

APPENDIX J.

CLUBBED MAILS DEALT WITH DURING THE YEAR, WITH COMPARATIVE

TOTALS FOR PREVIOUS YEAR.

NUMBER OF

NUMBER OF

Ny or | Guom Wmons | ferme | Lo
5TH YEAR (1916). | 4TH YEAR (1915).
Kilos.
(6171 1Y PO 11,100 2,200 262,500 266,300
Shansi...veveie.iniiinneninss reeraeeres esarens 400 29 1,400 1,700
Honan . .....ceeiriiiiiiiniiiieiienn s 5,000 400 44,100 14,400
Shensi...eooiiiiiiiiii
Kansﬁ ................................................
SINKIANZ . tvnietiiiiiriine e e
Manchuria . ..ooeirniiiniainncniic s rcsnanns 100 3 300 700
Shantung. ... .occvereurseneneiermirrarns, raneas 300 16 1,500 4,900
Szechwan........cocoivrvivniiraenienmnia
Hupeh. oo e 50,300 5,200 504,300 498,400
Hunan ... 2,300 700 33,000 38,800
Kiangsi......ocovrinniriiiiiiiiin 22,500 1,300 90,000 101,500
Kiangst..ooeiinvinii e, 51,500 3,800 426,800 475,300
Shanghai (local) ... cvnnnns 73,000 10,400 1,051,900 3,055,500
Anhwei....... P PP 43,500 2,800 271,700 334,400
CheKiang......oveenvansimmsrireerssrnnsrssssrnns 5,600 1,200 171,800 96,100
TUKION o .oveieirecieecesesenomnnesevtes e snmreneens 16,500 5,400 797,300 371,600
Kwangtung ............................................ 28,900 6,400 1,178,200 1,121,900
Rwangsi...cocoovvmiiiininiiiii i
YUunman....cooiiiieennin e e
KweichoW....oocciiinnniiniinennn e
TOTAL ccoveviiririnnennnnn 311,000 39,848 4,834,800 6,381,500
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