e

hg

- warious names.

= threw stone shot

. ome of these ancient

' the daytime and ten at night.

- {NAVIES' OF OLDEN TIME.

- -‘thl Precunor- of Hodem Guns Ware

) Wnpons of a Very Odd

- ife armameat of Gréat Britain's me-
uh.evnl navy. The very names of
y of the implements of attack and
defense sound queer. Aocording to
:the books, in 1337 the vesaels of the
Envy were furnished with “espriog-
.alds.” anctent spring guns; “hau-
" bergeons,” coat of mall; “basinets,”
tmall helmets: bows, arrows, doublets,
“Mtargets: “pavises.” large shlelds
. ipiaced at the sides and sorving the
) “‘double purpose of protection against
" jthe sea and against the 2nemy; lances

~.‘and “firing barrels.’

i+ As early as 1338 cammon formed part
.»f the armament of ships and about

~.1372 guns and gunpowder were com-

-~‘monly used. Among the stores belong-
‘ing to ome vessel of that time were
. ‘three iron cannon, with flve chambers,
.+ hand gun and three old stone bags.
probably for shot. Another ship had
an iron cannon with two chambers
‘and ane brass cannon with one cham-
-.’ber :
Among other lmplementq of war
ased at that time were “cannon Da-
"viors.” or stone shot throwers. and
‘snd “murtherers,” which were small-
--er and threw any kind of shot. There
~were also “basilisks,” ‘‘part pieces.”
“=stock fowlers,” ‘“sakers” and bom-
‘pards.” The bombards were of ham-
mered iron. made of bars welded and
bound together with iron bands. They
weighing between
140 pounds and 195 pounds. A battery
of these erected on a slip of land at
the naval battle of Chiogga (1380) be-
“‘tween the Venetians and the Genoese
“gid great damage. They were loaded
- ever night and were fired in the morn-

Froissart tella of a bombard used at
gieges that
*might be heard five leagues off in
The re-
© port of it was so loud that it seemed

“'as if all the devils in hell had broke

loose.” Brass ordnauce was first cast
in England in 1535, The pieces had
Many of different
'uhber were mounted oan the same
" deck, which must have caused great

iu proper shot

EARTHS GREATEST C!TIES

Probabxlity That New York Will Be-
fore Long Be the Great-
est of All ‘

[

There are nmow in the world nine

eities of more than one million in-

- abitants each. Three of these—anme-
11 New York, Chicago and Philadel-
‘“phia—are cities of that new world

+. which was only dreamed of 500 years
“ago and was undreamed of

when

. Thebes, Babylon and Nineveh vaunted

. themselves as important centers of
- wivilization. No other nation than the
" ‘United States has more than one of
~-hese big towns, says the Independent,

“she others being London, Paris, Ber-

"%, Vienna, Canton and Tokio.
The new state cemsus will probably

;5. show a population tn New York city

of close upon 4,000,000 inhabitants.
' The unrevised figure Is 3,987,696. This

L) s 8 gain of over 100,000 a year since

© 74,536,641,
“@second and in all probability will over.

1900, when the first enumeration after

‘;. the consolidation of New York and
‘Brooklyn showed a population
.\ Greater New York of 3,457.000.

in
Lon-
“don has a population at present of
New York is thus a cloae

take and pass london within another
“generation. The contention that this
48 improbable because the metopolitan
'.inrea of London includes 6,581.372 in-
“imabitants is unfounded, because we
i.,have to remember that the actual
“.arban district of New York city ino-
Aludes Jersey City, Hoboken, Newark.
. Elizabeth, Paterson and Yonkers.
~which are not comprehended in the
- municipal corporation of New York

-, eity.

For ten years past the opinion has

I Been gaining ground that the rapid

E Ahroughout the twentieth.

. ,.A,;‘choose his residence.

T Rese

g “drawn atleation to

. moations after his satanic majesty

“growth of great cities in the nine-
seenth century will not continue
The new
developments already achieved and to
be expected in the utilization of elec-
-#ricity are undoubtedly to make life
welatively comlortable in the country
and In the saburban - villages. The

‘fully extend the area within which the
wman whose business is in the city may
. Electricity is
;. increasing also the possibility of con-

< 'ducting manufacturing operations ln
- “zelatively isolated spots.

‘t

4 -Satan's K!ngdom

-Sife has been lost on the Welsh moun-
“'sa1z Known as the Devit's Kitchen has
the curious but
"seemjngly universal practice of past
‘amnes in naming pecullar natural for-
It

b scarcely an exaggeration to say that
: rdly a county in the British [slea is

:tllhout some place or thing with the
- ..designation devil. All of which prompts

'“the thought that hix satanic majesty
‘must be a holder of a considerable
Hassount of property on this terrestrial
-.globe.  The Devil's Punch Bowl, the
- 'Devil's Bellows, the Devii's Beef Tub,

ahe Devil's Frying Pan, the Devil's
. lake, the Devil's  Dike, the Devil's
.€Cauldron. are a few instauces which
" eccur st random, scattered about in
. ‘warious parts of the country. —-Dundee
: 'hd\'eruser

' First American Millionaire - Whut ln
. hhe world are you going over to see al}

o - “tbe English cathedrals for?

Second American Millionaire—I'm
tiidg up an automohile gtahle and
m looking for something handsome in
-design.—Life. |
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' ponfusion in action in finding tor each

Arolley ear and the telephone woander-:

Tha unfortunate disaster by which n )

-, R

His Idea. BN I

-~ FIGHTS GRLAT VICE.

TR

L R ST,

4*UAB!iLLB DE LA KO!IV

et e
TR ATRTE WIITE

CBUSADE IN MEXICO AGAXNST
PULQUE DRINKING.

]
LN

The Habit Is Firmly Rooted Among
the Peons and Is Danger-

L
Y People.

Retotm laws have just been proan
galed in the republic of Mexico with &
view to siriking a deadly blow at the
great national vice, the consumption of
puique. Perhaps nothing has done mors
to retard the advancement of a large
proportton of the population of the re-
public than the habit of drinking pulque.
Reformation, however, I8 regarded as
hardly more easily to be accomplished
than the elimination of beer-drinking
{n American cities.

So firmly rooted is the habit among
the peons of Mexico that they would
gooner relinquish two meals a day than
thelir glasses of pulque. Thousands of
them keep themselves in a continuous
cundition of torpldity from excessive
consumption of the deadening liguor.
The habit has become a disease and
their nerves are powerless to combat .
the craving for the drink.

Even more difficult to combat than the
longing of the lower class for the drink

_ is the influence of the planters, who

make fortunes through the cultivation
and sale of maguey. the plant from
which pulque is distilled. So great pro-
portlons have been reached by the
trade in pulque that dally four pulque
irains run ioto the City of Mexico with
their loads of the intoxicating liquor.
The daily volume of the pulque business
for the past six months has ‘averaged 62
carloads. The Hidalgo, Mexican and
Interoceanic railroads. which handle
the bulk of the business, bave pooled
their interests.

The reform laws are not intended to
prohibit absolutely the sale of liquor or
(o make the interdiction extensive in
its application. The purpose of the gov-
ernment is to dadvance gradually. In
Mexico clty the taws will first become
effective. An inner zone will be estab-
lished within which the sale of pulqu2
{s absolutely probibited. As the drink-
ing of pulque has been particularly gen-
eral within this sone. this ruling strikes
at a vital point.

Outside the zope the sale of the liquor

s greatly limited. Sanitary regulations

are imposed. which require gbsoluts
cleanliness. not only of the saloons, but
of the employes within the saloons.
Rules are imposed as to the handling of
the liquor. and many of the evils at-
tendant upon careless methods of stor-
ing and selling pulque are struck death-
blows. :

At its best. the pulque habit is danger-

ous in the extreme to the people of the
country. Americans are especially sub-
ject to mental derapgement from in-
dulgence in the use of the ligquor, after
the wuse of the comparatively mild
liquors of the United States. A few

. weeks of dissipation, in which pulque

plays an important part, is enough to
make almost any foreigner a candidate
tor the madhouse.

Pulque has been selling for some time
past at four cents a liter. The daily
sales have averaged $20.000 in this city.
The price in some of the lowest dives
has not been more than two cents, but

the average price is not below three

cents. the government has derived a
neat revenue from the business of some-
thing like $1.300,000 annually.

Men of great wealth in the district
surrounding the City of Mexico have
made their fortunes raising maguey.
Within a radius of 100 miles of the city
there are scores of planters whose busi-
pess would be practically ruined if the
market for maguey were cut off. They
view with alarm the first steps which
have been taken by the government to
curtail the sale of the liquor. In the
pulque district thousands of acres are
devoted to the culture of the maguey
plant.

“Whatever the immediate outcome,
the republic must take steps to combat
vie further advance of the pulquedrink-
ing habit,” declared an official of the
government, who has taken an active
part in the movement for the reform
laws.

A large proportion of the population,
that part of our nation which ought to
be its hone arnd sinew, is well-nigh
worthless, as the result of slavery to the
pulgue habit. ‘Their pennies, few at
best, are devoted to the purchase of
pulque. Interest in work has disap-
peared. Those who have small tracts
of ground permit it to go to waste. Those
who must depend for subglstence on
their daily labor will toil unti: (hey have
a few silver pieces, and they will then
proceed to the nearest pulque joint. to
become oblivious to the duties of life.”

v+ Family of Twins.
‘In the
(OLerptalz) lives a famlly consisting
of four pairs of twins. elght brothers
and eight sisters, whoase united ages
amoun! to £20 years. None of them
have ever in their lives drunk ocoffee,
tea or beer; their food consists of po-
tales, bread. saverkraut, milk and milk
puudings. They eat meat only once a
year at the village church festival.
Doctors and physic are unknowa
things to them; an iliness they are ac-
quainted with only by bearsay. The
on.y medicine they have ever taken Is
8 home-made one of dried hlackber-
ries.

“Catching a Tartar, . * e |

>

Arvipe's cyclopedia states that in &

baitle between the Russiang and the
Tartars 2 BRussian soldier calied to his
eaftain saying he had caught a Tartar.

“Pring him along then,” was the cap-
w.n's reply.  “Ah. but he won't let
1oe ' sald the moldier [t then came

cut that the Tartar had caught the

soldier ‘The phrase “catching a Tar-

tar” Is sald 0 have been the outcoma
_of this.

ous to the Entire 7 ‘ h

- They gathered in greater
© until he left the rock and betook him-

village of Woppmninsdort ’

" DISLIKE THE GAYER BIRDS..

Those of Dark Plumage Seem Al-
ways Beady to Attack the
Brighter Ones.

Firds of brilliant plumage {n thest
purts mot only fare ill at the hands ot
wen, but are the objects of suspicion
and apparent dislike even (o theh
feathered Lrethren of plainer attire
Some of the brilllant birds are merd
migrants, seen here only in spring and
sall, says the New York Sun.

The bluejay is one of these. He is 2
special victim of the pot hunters, bul
his vigor and energy protect him fron
cther birds. The ruby throated hum-
roingbird. one of the tew regular sum-
mer residents qf brilliant plumage, b
s0 small and swift that he usually es
capes molestation. The sparrows ani)
other small birds, indeed, sedm to fea:t
the hummingbird. With his long, keet
‘biil and buzzing. invisible wings he hl
a sort of animated torpedo boat of the
air.

Of the regular summer residents ol
cousiderable size the scarlet tanager ol
Liackwinged redbird is the most bril
liant. These birda are scarce in some
years and relatively plentiful in oth
ers, though their number is always
‘small in compdrison with the hosts af
tha robins, catbirds, woodthrushes and
sparrows. The tanagers are always
more frequently seen in late spring
than in midsummer. Some ol them
doubtless go further north to nest and
otliers are killed for the sake of thelt
plumage.* Some, however, stav the
summer through and raise their
broods.

Gune has only to watch the conduet
of other birds im the presence of the
male tanager to realize how uncom-
fortable ia the life of a gaudy bird
among the hosts of his plainer fellowa.
Nobody knows just what birds think
ana feel. but they often conduct them-
seives much like human beings. A
msle scarlet tanager sat on a rock in
a suburban flield the other day, com-
pletely surrounded by a fluttering flock
of sparrows, at least 40 in number.
“They flew down close to him. poising
themselves upon their rapidly moving
wings, exactly as sparrows sometimes
hover about a snake.

The tanager made no effort to charm
the intruders, for he sat in utter indif-
ference to thelr presence, and it was
evident that his splendid coat excited
either their curiosity or their dislike.
nambers

self to a nelghboring tree. Tu....!

some of the sparrows followed him,
several to alight on the limbs. others.
‘t@ hover near. None, however, touched
‘tl:e splendid stranger.

A pair of scarlet tanagers built a
nest this spring in a pin oak standing
in a suburban garden. Al! through

" “the nest building they were disturbed

by the visits of curious or unfriendly
robins, and the male tanager's volce

.wes heard day after day scolding the

intruders. Sometimes as his mate sat
,upon the neat he would run about

iover the tree in pursuit of the rohins, -

‘and finally chase them far away. At
the end of a"week or more. however,
‘the robins had their way, for the tana-
.gers deserted their neat and ZJisap-
peared from the garden. nor were they
seen any more in the neighboring
grounds.

It is more than lfkely that they took
to,the comparative safety of a wood-
land hard by.

DIGNITY AT FRONT DOOR.

‘New Fashion in Servants Is Robbing
. Clubs of Old-8tyle At-
tendants.

¢ =

There is a scarcity of the old-
fashioned English and Irish servants
who used to he the attendants in all
the chief New York cilubs. They are
too much in demand now in thre ho-
tels, says the Sun, to cling any longer
to the clubs in which there is no
chance of tips and wages are, in spite
of the Christmas subscriptions, too
small to.tempt them.

Servants of this kind are In de-
mand in the hotels for service at the
doors, in the halls and in other ca-
pacities which demand a certain
amount of dignity. They 'find that
they are able to command good sula-
ries, and in addition they are certain
to get liberal tips.

The result has beep an increase of
the Italian and other continental serv-
ants in the clubs. The Greeks, who
are making their way rapidly as do-
mestic servants, are seen now in
many clubs, and tire sight of a club
servant struggling to understand an
order given in English is frequently
met with.

The house commlttees are disposed
t0 deal very leniently with the dere-
lictions of any old servant. Such at-
tendants are becoming too scarce to
quarrel with. They are cherishe
something like the reverence felt fors
old china or furniture.

To keep their old servants it will
either be necessary for the cluba to
raise wages considerably—they are al-
ready higher than In restaurants—or
to allow the men to accept tipa.

T Questions About Birds.

There Is stlil a great deal unknown

about the birds migrating. Why do’
they leave when there {a stlll food
enough for all and pleasant weather?
What tells them, or how do they know
winter (s coming—a semson of cold
and famine? What birds mingle and
what jouroey by themselves? And
how do they know their course?—St.
Nicholas.

i i lxporlmont.

#1 have been married twice, once for

jove and once for money.”
“Are you satisfled?” .
*Not quite.
rying for a lttle of both, if | may.”—
Puck.
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1 should like to try mn.'
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:HOW CZAR WAS TATTOOED

A Japanese Artht of Hong-Kong
Pricked Pictures Into BRussian
Emperor’s Bkin.

%

‘A young American artist and the em-

peror of Russia have both been tattvo-
od at Hongkong and the tattooer was a
Japanese,

His name is Noma. He has a studlo
in Hongkong, near the harbor, where
he receives calls from visiturs of all
nationalities. He is so popular that it
is necessary (o make appointments
days or weeks in advance. He is really
an artist and represents the third or
fourth generation of his family in this
profession. At present, however, with
their increasing civilization, tattooing
has been forbidden in Japan and Noma
has set up his studio in Hongkong.

The czar is not the only member of
royalty who has been a patron of this
artist. ’

*“1 have had the honor of tattvoing
his royal highneas the duke of York,
also his lmperia] majesty the emperor
of Russia,” said Noma.

For their own use in tattooing tho
Japanese have the sante desiguns thatl
are found oun their china, and a Japan-
ese whose entire body has been tatoo~'
ed looks like a beautiful statue of fine
porcelain. It is not an unusua! thing
for royalty to be tattooed. The present
king of England has an anchor tattoo-
ed upon his arm. It was done some
years ago while, a8 prince of Wales, he
was visiting Jerusalem.

Pilgrims to lLoretto have the imaxge
of “Our Lady of Loretto’” tattooed by
the sacristan of the church for three-
fourths of & lira, and a lira is only
1934 cents in United States money. The
arm is the most usual place for these
marks. The czar was tattooed upon
his left arm. Other illustrious individ-
uals who have been decorated were an
English prince who had the "Goddess
of Night" painted with needles upon
his back. and a peer of the realm who
had his coat or arms upon his fore-
arm.

An army officer invested $200 in hav-
ing the upper part of his body tattoo-
ed. It was a Japanese who tattooed &
small lizard upon the forehead of a
man with such skill that it was said
the flies shunned his vicinity. Noma is
a quick worker, but it takes three hours
to complete a small serpent and for

- larger designs there must be several
-sittings.

The first sitting is not un-
pleasant, but a second or third treat-
ment, when the flesh is raw and In-
flamed, is very painful. The design is
first done in water colors by quick free
hand. The coarser lines are done with
a stylo and the finer with an instru-
ment having several needle points.
When the design is completed it is
brilliant and almost startling in ap-
nearance,

A Japanese artist charges a little

. more than one dollar an hour for his

work.

R

DIDN'T NEED HUSBAND'S AID '

Mormon Woman Had Already Made
Complete Arrangements
- for Glory.

Even after a very slxght acqualn-
tance with the average Mormon fam-
ily one can see that . superstition,
brought to the perfection of fanati-
cism by Brigham Young. binds them
to their church in chains unbreak-
able, writes Marion Bonsall, in the
Housekeeper. It binds them in a
¢hain whose iinks are mysterious cere-
monies and oaths of secrecy with ter-
rible threats; temple'r_obes and cer-
tain garments mever to be removed:
the laying om of hands by Mormon
elders: secret marriages and proxy
baptisms; signs and grips and pass
words, which, if known, will admit
them into the everlasting glory. There
is nothing in Mormonism which so
forcefully {llustrates the cunning of
the priesthood, and its more or less
hypnotic influence over the people.
than the temple service and its mix-
ture of theatricals, free masonry and
mysticism.

To show something of these charac-
teristics a story may be told of a
Mermon woman of my acquaintance
who was protesting against her hus-
band’s taking = plural wife, and was
threatened by lhim that eternal
damnation would be her portion if she
were not obedient te him. I sup-
pose,” said the woman, “you mean
you will not call me in the resurrec-
tion? Well, remember,” said she, “it
wasn't yon, ® was Eider —, who
passed me through the. vell. He knnws
my new bname and he will let .
into glory without your aid.” Since
this had been the case and that part
of the service referred to as passing
through the veil had been accom-
plished by the woman with another,
man, through some little irregularity,
the husband was nonplussed by the
argument and mever made that per-
ticular threat again.

G o d
" “Yous Is, Aln't Yonr" P

This comwersation is said to have tak-
on place between a Guthrie ball player
and a bartender:

s you got any smokipn’ tobacco?®™
asked the ball piayer.

The bartender did not reply ail once,
and the question was repeated.

“l ain'tsaid [ l.ln't * retorted the bar-
tender.

1 ain°t ast yo' if yo' ain’t. 1ast yo' it
youis. Yo'ls, ain’ t you?' ' —Kansas City
Journal.

;e - His Bage Counsel.

k]

N ‘1‘

°

+1 bpeen thinkin' ‘bout gittin' mm

ried.” sald a member of his flock 6o
Brother Willlams. “Yom reckon 1 cowld

git s marriage license for a dozen wakes- -

melong?”’
“I reckon you could,” replied Brother

williams. ‘“But my wholesome advice
ter you i to eat de watermelons!' '—At-
lanta Constitution.
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~FRESH SALT-WATER FISH.

How
‘Them by a Peculiar
_ Process.

1o the Gillbert and other equatorlu
tslands of the morth and south Pacific
—in moset cases ow, narrow ribbons of
sandy soll, clothed with cocea palms,
aad Inclosing lagoons of seawater—the
chance visitor is sometimes surprised at
being asked by the local
would like some “fresh water flsb’” for
breakfast, says Leiwure Hour -

For, a8 these equatorial isles pessess
neither rivers, creeks nor gpriogs, one
would naturally wonder from where the
fresh-water fish would come; yet they
are to be had in plenty, and very ex-
cellent fish they are.

In appearance they are handsome,.
with a blue and silver “warbled” back
and sides, tapering bodles and small
fins, and tails of a bright yellow, tipped
with blue, and they run up to three
pounds in weight. On the Islafid of ¥ '
in the Gilbert group, the writer wue.
geen some taken from the ponds of 5%
pounds.

When westerly winds prevail and rain
fails, the work of turning salt-water
fish into fresh-water fish begins, First,
of all, the smaller ponds for the recep-
tion of tbe fry are cieaned out, all’ de-
bris being removed by the women and
children; this is usually done when
rain is falling; so that in a few hours a
pond will have been emptied of the old,
pactly stagunant water, and a fresh sup-
ply of rain water has run into it.

Such fish as may have been lp It
when the cleaning out began are then
replaced or tranaferred to a large and
‘deeper pool, according to their size.

Then the pools being in readiness, the
women and children, carrying wooaen
bowlis and small-meshed scoop nets,
set out for the lagoon beaches and:
sandy flats, and wait for high water.
As the tide recedes, they siep carefully’
into the water, and scan the margin.
for the objects of their search—little,
Transparent, goggle-eyed fish, about
half an inch in length, in shape not un-
like a tadpule.

When a sufficient number have been
taken to restock the “‘nursing™ ponds,
the women return to the village, where
the fry are thinned out from the re-
apective bowls or transferred to larger
ones, in which 18 brakish water, that

- is, half sea and half rain water.

Here, for some days the little strang-
era are carefully tended, feeding begin-
ning in about a week, when the women
pound up or masticate the flesh of the
‘very young cocoanut and throw'it to
them.

After transference to the ponds thess
fish increase in size very rapidiy, and
become very fat on their diet of coca-
nut. It would be incorrect. however,
to speak of the water in these artificial
ponds as being absolutely fresh, for it
i3 subject to the riseand fall o the Lules.
At high tide it has. especially during the
dry season, a brakish tasle, and rises
some feet; at the ebb it iy fresh enough
to be used for drinkingor cooking. The
natives value the fish very highly. and
the ponds are only dragged at intervals
of some months, ail fish under a cer-

tain size being returned to the water. .~

‘More than 30 years ago a quurrel for
the possession of a large fishpond on the
[sland of Aspian

tacking those of another with sharks’
teeth swords and daggers; then the
men joined in with muskets and knives,
several persons being killed and many
wounded. : ’

Nowadays the sharks'-teeth spears
and daggers are made only for the pur-
pogse of selling them to the white. vis-
itor, and muskets rifles and revolvers
are artirles forbidden by the British
rasident. But the flsh cultivation goes
on as usual.

o Xmproved by Marriage.
“Did you ever notice how it
proves a man to be married?”" This.
query was propounded by a young.
gouthern woman here. “You can al
ways depend upon it, that it is a mar-
ried man who shows you all the small
courtesies in an elevator; it is a mar-
ried man who stands up for you in the
street ear, and it is & married man
who does all the chores at a plcnic. -
The mnst thoughtful, * irresponsible-
kind of a single man often becomen-a.
veritable model of amiability after he
gets him a wife. 1 suppose his wife
has so: drummed good manners into:
him that he has to keep practicing:all
the time to keep In trim. I beilleve

business men have more respect for -

a married man, too. They succeed bet-
ter i everything they do. Why, only
the ather day there was a basgeball
game between the married men and
the single men. Who won? The _
ried men, of course. And you can't
tell me their wives did not have some-
thing. to do with it"=~Philadalpaia.
Remrd,

‘Mikado’s Allowanee, - - 1

"The yearly allowance of the mtk.do.
witich is at the same time that of the
whole imperial family, is now $1,500,-
080. Besldes, he has the yearly in-
comes of $500,000 from the interest om
he $10,000,000 which was given: to.
Xim from the war indemnity received
from China ten years ago, of $260,000
frrom his private estates, which
amount to.$5,000,000 or more; of $500.-
000 from the forests, covering an. area
of 5,124,798 acres and valued at $612,~
487.300, at $100 an acre; im all $1-
850,000. Thus his yearly net income
‘amounts to $2,750,000. There are In
‘all 60 members in the impexisd family,
faclusive of elevem married and four
widowed princesses, who are members
of the family by marriage, net by
birth.

W
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Beyond the Limit.

hu—l pever understood how tlnl -

ugly Miss Passay gol a man 10 marry

her.
Nell—I didn't, either—tilt [ saw the
man.—Detroit Free Press.

Gilbert Islandesrs Tramsform

trader i he

led to a savage en- -
- counter. the women of one village at-

im-

- Swalm at Southampton,

-perfod of 1903.

-for sLoDe,

" THE CONTROL OF MOROCCO

A 8ubject Which Is Btuhung Diplo-
matic Relations Among
European Powers,

.

Por a louz tlme past the wbltion-
of the French, British and Spanish
have ciashed in Morocco. France de-
sires b0 contsol northwestern Africa,
but Spain has interests in Muooocco,
and the British have long objected to
the extension of the boundaries ofi
French KLigeria te the west. Abowt &
year ago, says Yoath's Companion, an
agreemen¥ was made between Grust
Britain ard Frauce, under which the
British virtually econsented to ®»
French profectorate over Morocco, but
on what terms has aot yet been dis-
closed.

In these nagotiations the suitan of’
Morocco was not consulted. Indeed,
the announcement that the agree-
ments had becu made surprised the
cabinets of Euraope:

Last March France. iy pursuance of
the treaty, asked the suftan to agree
% a plan under which he should deal
with forelgn powers through French
agents. Before he had replied to the
demand the German emperor visited

* Tangler and made a speech . in the

sourse of which he said thut he would
always deal directly with the suitan,
mrd would not allow any other power
to' act as an Intermediary. as he rec-
ognized the sultan as an {ndependent
sovereign. He wished to protect the
commercial rights of Germany, The
emperor {nstructed his minister to
nexotiate & trealy which should secure
to @ermany all the privilages enjoy by
the most favored nations.

[t 18 useless to predict the- outcome
of tHis refusal of Germany to recog-
nize the right of the French to assume
a protectorate over Moracco, but it
{g likely that the disagreement will
be settled through ordinary diplomatic
channels rather than by an- appeal to
force.

ENGLAND'S POOR- TAX BILL.

Bystem' of Provlding !or the Imdigent
of All Classes Is Ex-
: pensive

‘l"h«- oporatiom of Englamr’s poor-
tax bill, designed for the relief of
the poor.of all classes in Engiand and
Wales, as reported to the state de-
partment by United States Consal
show that
dering the last half of 194 there was
expended “in maintenavce’ §i 972.780;
for “out relief.,” $7.699,740; making a
total of $15672.530. an increase of
$440,000, as compared with simmtlar ex-
penditures for the corresponding-
In addition to the sum
named' the cost for care of insane
poor, i ssylums, was $5.75€.510, for
the same half vear: or o zensral total
of $21.457.040 for the half yewr. For
the year the charze easily reaches
$13.000,000.

On July 1. 1904, the number of per-
sons In England and Vales in receipt
of poor relief (excinding pauper luna-
tics) was 754.046. an {ncrease of 24.-

804 over the number on the corre-
" gponding day in 1901

“This plan.” says Consul Swalm,
“of maintaining the chtldren of the
poor—or such as may be in thte poor-
houses or ‘unions'— in cottages and
homes of that character. is happily
finding a very general adoption, no
less than 12% ‘unions’ now malntain-
ing the chiidren away from the pau-
perizing effects ‘of pnorhousa’ associa-
tions. The rounty of London pald out
72 cents per head of its population for

the haif year on pnor account.”.

CENTERS OF THE UNIVERSE

Marked in chernl Countrus by Sa-
cred Stones Set Up.by
 Natives.

When: the Japs captured Mukden
they found there the sacred black stone
of the Manchu dynasty of Chinese.
This, says the New York World, ia the
oenter of the universe, accarding to old
Chinese superstition, and' added ven-
arability comes to Mukden from the
wmof the emperors near by.

The Do-ring in Lhassa, Thibet, is an-
' sther center of the univwerse, which,
acconhag to the Thibetam priests, is.
shaped exactly like the shoulder blade-
of a sheep. All distances.are measuredi
from it. and it is very smered.

Another center is the Kaaba in Mee~
cm, a dirty black stone liat into the wall
of the most sacred mosque and - pal-
{stied every year by the lips of thou-
sands of worshipers. The Arablc word
“Hagar,” agpears in Scrip-
tursl writings as a preper name. The.
Mecca pilgrimage is m “haj,” and those
who have takem it. are known as
“Hadii.” ‘

Even s0 sane a people as the an-

‘clent Greeks came preity near worship-
ing a stone—the “omphalos” or-center

of the earth at Deiphi. The Romasm
set up a stone of great consequence ia-
Rome, but for purposes of measure-
ment, not worship, and so the “Londom
stome” of to-day ix uséd.

Easy.

“How ln the world couid you rt-'

member that your wife wanted daelk
brown ailk?’ asked the friend. . ‘

“0, 1 just kept my mind on theg
taste T have fm my mouth this morn-
ing.” replied the man who had been
% a banquet the night before,—De-

_troft Tribuse.

. Baseball Pever. . i
Manager—So your grandmother dleo
yosterday. What were her last words?
Office Boy—Don’t git hurt in de
crush on de bleachers.—N. Y. Times. /

e Obit 1006. ;
Jlmon-——Why is Smiley weaﬂ'

that black band around kis leg?
Grimson—HN  mother-in-law  was

buried yeatexday.—N. Y. Times.




