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PLATE LXXVL
MIRROR.

Diameter of gold mirror, 5 inches.

MRS. C. R. HOLMES COLLECTION.

Iron Mirror with fine gold ornamentation, excavated from the tomb of the Empress-wife of
the Emperor Kuang Wu Ti (A. D. 25-27) at Ma Po Tsun, at the foot of Mang Shan, the Dragon
Mountain, six Chinese miles north of Lo Yang in the Province of Honan, on the 29th of June in
the 14th year of the Republic (1924).

The mirror ornamentation is a disc of sheet gold most minutely adorned in cut work and
delicate handicraftmanship with a great number and variety of designs done mainly at the point,
the metal being pushed through. Among them may be detected a Prince and attendants, boys,
birds, chariots each drawn by five horses, a lady dancing, and numerous other figures human and

conventional. There are also two conventional borders. The title of this Mirror (The Meeting

of Duke of Chi and Prince of Lu).
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PLATE LXXVIL
BRONZE SILVER MIRROR.

TANG DYNASTY.
Diameter, 11 inches.

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

Circular, with ornamentation in high relief, animalistic in character. Back of silvery aspect; mirror surface
heavily coated with dense greenish patina. The ornamentation, as is customary with mirrors, is of silver.

PLATE LXXVIIL
BRONZE AND SILVER MIRROR.

T'ANG DYNASTY.
MRS. C. R. HOLMES COLLECTION.

Known as Heidatsu work. The mirror hexafoil, the foliations being given moderate points. The orna-
mentation is composed of lions, birds and floral scrolls, all worked in high and low relief, and the figures of the

animals are most expressive.
PLATE LXXIX.
BRONZE SILVER HEIDATSU MIRROR.

TANG DYNASTY.
Diameter, 4§ inches.

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

Circular, the back ornamented with ﬁgures cut in flat relief over an incised gruund which nriginaliy was
lacquered. Human figures in ceremonial costume to the number of seven appear, one borne in a chariot, and with
them the figures of an animal and a devil. Interspersed are blossoms and scrolling foliage. As customary, the
decoration is in silver. Silvery patina on ornamented side and dense grayish and greenish panita covering the face

of the mirror,
PLATE LXXX.
BRONZE SILVER MIRROR.

TANG DYNASTY.
Diameter, 2} inches.

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

Circular, with foliate edge having six points. Animalistic decoration in bold relief over a diapered ground,
the decoration as usual being of silver. Silvery and dense grayish-green patina.

PLATE LXXXL.
BRONZE SILVER HEIDATSU MIRROR.

TANG IDYWYNASTY.
Diameter, 21 inches,

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

Circular, with foliated rim having six points. Elaborate floral decoration in silver, modeled lightly in relief.
Thin grayish patina and dense greenish patina, on both surfaces, and on the upper surface touches of bluish patina.
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PLATE LXXXIL.
BRONZE AND GOLD HEIDATSU MIRROR.

TANG DYNASTY.

MR. C. B. HOYT'S COLLECTION.

Circular, with round short rim. Has ornamental design
of birds, used in floral motives all-over the surface, carved in
high relief. Coated with dense bright gold. Most unusual

character of the Tang design, in metal work.
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PLATE LXXXIIL
GOLD ORNAMENT.

T'ANG DYNASTY.

Diameter, 7] inches.

MRS. C. R. HOLMES COLLECTION.

A mirror back. Tlang. A thin plate of gold highly orna-
mented. Generally circular, the ornamentation being in conformity
with the design. The design shows bird figures modeled in- low
relief, with conventional blossoms intermingled, in a circular band
enclosing the whole. Within this outer ring or band is another,
displaying bold designs of animal and floral origin. This second
band surrounds a central disc which displays a continuation of or-
nament in similar design and similarly executed in light relief.  Slight
earthy attachments obscure details of the delicate and interesting

ornamentation. Excavated at Man Shan in Honan province.
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PLATE LXXXIV.
SILVER CROWN ORNAMENT.

SUNG DYNASTY.
Width, 5% inches; height, 4% inches.

MRS. JAMES F. D. LANIER COLLECTION.

In the form of a phenix bird, opening the wings, and the tail rather in straight
form. Silver touches the dark patina and over it is a coating of malachite-green patina

in various places.

PLATE LXXXY.
SILVER COMB.

TANG DYNASTY.
Height, 3} inches; length, 5} inches.

MR. C, B. HOYT'S COLLECTION.

Arched hemispherical form, the upper half is given to ornament, the lower half to
teeth. The repoussé ornament displays two large birds, facing one another in dancing
posture with wings spread, across an upright bunch of leaves and blossoms. Largely
covered with an oxydized smooth patina, which in turn in portions is overlaid by

a dense greenish patina.
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PLATE LXXXVL. LXXXVIL
SILVER CUP, PARTLY GILT.

TANG DYNASTY.

Height, 21 inches; long diameter, 5} inches; short diameter, 3 inches.

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

Elongated quatrefoil, standing on a similar foot spreading in reverse. The gilt sections appear
on both exterior and interior. The interior reveals hammered and engraved decoration of birds, floral

sprays, diaper and lattice, with a raised floral medallion at the centre of the lower surface.

PLATE LXXXVIIL
GILT BRONZE “SPIRIT COFFIN”

TIANG DYNASTY.
Height, 3] inches; length, 4 inches; width of base, 11 inches to 2/, inches.

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

Traditional form of a Chinese sarcophagus, in miniature, and called a * spirit coffin " because for
use with name plate of the deceased where actual interment cannot take place. The coffin rests upon
an attached base of architectural form, and has a detachable cover. The front of the cover is modeled

as the front elevation of an elaborate tomb, with double doors having knob handles, and also exhibits
incised decoration. Incised decoration reappears as a border, and is extended also to the base. The

cover is broadly incised with floral scrolls and edged with a minute incised border.
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PLATE LXXXIX.
GILT BRONZE SARCOPHAGUS.

T'ANG DYNASTY.

Size: 124 x 115 x61] inches.
THE FREER GALLERY OF ART,

The sarcophagues itself, oblong and with the usual mounded cover, with a
forward projection, is decorated with an heraldic bird on the end and a similarly
formal animal on the long side, with floral forms on the cover. The
sarcophagus is borne on the shoulders of the four guardians of the four quarters
of heaven, who stand upon a formal rigidly carved oblong base, decorated in

openwork of formal and simple character.
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PLATE XC.

GILT BRONZE SARCOPHAGUS.

TANG DYNASTY.

THE FREER GALLERY OF ART.

See the explanation Plate 89
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PLATE XCL
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GILT BRONZE AX-HEAD.

TANG DYNASTY.

o S S

Length of ax-head, 6§ inches; height, 3] inches; height with standard, 121 inches.
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM.

A finely modeled as-head, mounted on a wooden standard.
‘ssues from the mouth of a dragon which is carefully modeled, and the blade is finely etched

B NS SR

oA

zlh EEIRTERER

E | + &

The traditional blade

with conventional floral designs. At the back of the dragon's head a phoenix-head faces in

the opposite direction, the long back holding a lotus bud and serving as the pick.

crown of the head, crouches a small quadruped.

PLATE XCIL.
PAIR SILVER BIRDS.

PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM, PHILR., PA.

Above the

Images of standing birds, mounted on mound-shaped bases, the bodies finely worked,
with the addition of silver lines soldered on. Circular scrolls adorn the bases, together with
an encircling border of chevrons. The birds’ wing feathers and neck feathers are indicated
with great care, and topknots are represented and connected with their backs by silver rope-

like devices. Both birds are singularly expressive in their immobility.

slightly depressed.  Partly covered with a soft patina.

Their tails are very

.
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PLATE XCIIL
SILVER HORGSE.

TANG DVYNASTY.
THE SAINT LOUIS ART MUSEUM.

It is a silver horse, and its antique look is superb. The workmanship is graceful and

worthy of profound praise. Because there are rarely left silver wares of this age, the present
piece deserves a particular attention.

PLATE XCIV.
SILVER RABBIT.

T'ANG DYNASTY,
THE SAINT LOUIS ART MUSEUM.

Though small in size, its tasteful work is well worth admiration, and it is also a rare
example of its kind.

PLATE XCV.
SILVER CAMEL.

T'ANG DVNASTY.
THE SAINT LOUIS ART MUSEUM.

The appearance of the camel looking up is graceful, and it is a simple and highly in-
teresting piece of work, which should be regarded as an outstanding silver ware of the Tang
make.
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