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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al.

-VS -

ARAKI Sadao; et al.

- Defendants =

Woodhgad

II.GI1ﬁJi
and says:

Woodhead, being’ first duly s*vorn; upon oath deposes

le I have been acquainted with the former Ch'ing Emperor,
sometimes known as Henry P'u-yi, for a preat many vears, and ese
peécially during the years that he reisle¢cd in Tiertsin I was a
close friend, saw him ocften and was we... acquainted with his
personality and character.

2e In Sevtember 1 - made a vielt to Manchuria to study the

situation. Al%er Hric to Dalren and Muxden I proceeded to
new

Changchiun  the capital. nad harly reached the hotel there
when a young Chinese Foreign 0ffice o° “aiel eailed to aay that
the Chiefl Tuecwtive, My, Pilu-vi. had ~.:rd of my comlng, and
would be prezzed t scelve me at 103D ns3xt morninz. This young
man, Mr, Yua, who ¢ap ccnverse equaL.y readily in Chlnese, English,
A+.ed for me Ir zoud time and escorted me

3./ A L 5 l"‘] 3

regiceince, After a walrt of a few minutes
-95lon~room, a mesfesage was reoceived that the

> m¢ 1n his private apartments, to which
ad .

former Empesror greeted me with obvious

pleasure, and
.ed me to

be sected before he remarked that on

)2 Creasiins on which 1 had seen him. in October
.vate i

Ce iLurech 1n Tientsin, I had remarked that perhaps
net ne might not be so rcecessibis; that I might

+- '1r. -~

i > the asgsistance of a Fora'legn Office official.

;. he observed, "that your priv.arey has been fulfilled.™
1 had inguirad after the mprest . and ae had asked for in-
formation regarding several of his 7 y»iier oreign friends in
Tientsin, T tcid him that later I + like to put some formal
questisns To ki for my newspaper arz%Zi- es. but asked whether

pvL some personal and vnuzually frank Questiors, as
answered that I might ask him anything that I liked.

—

81011

lls I then said that it would be of interest to many of his

frlends to know whethor he was really happy in his present posi-
tlon. He replled with emphasis that he was.

¥as he busy?

Nnt, he sald, so busy at the moment as he was a few months
igo. The administrative machinery was now bettar organized, and

though he devoted a considerable portion of every day to State
business, he was not too busy to find time to see hils friends,

5« I then remarked that the gencral Impression that prevailed
In Shanghail and 1ndecd throughout China was that he had been eo-

rced Into hils presont position, and that he was not a freo agent.
]
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From this report he emphatically dissented. He had, he
maintained, been actuated by a double motive in accepting the
office of Chief Executive. First, on account of political reasons.
When the Manchu Dynasty abdicated it had been with the avowed in-
tention of restoring the sovereignty to the people. Twenty years
had clapsed since, but what had been the result? The political
power had passed not into the hands of the people, but of ambitiow
and grasping militarists. There had been incessant civil war and
disorder. The welfare of the people had been entirely disregarded.
Ihey had been tyrannized over and oppressed. China's relations
with Forelign Powers had grown steadily worse. And the pledge
made 1in the Abdication Treaty that absolute equality would be
maintained between the five races of China had been flagrantly
violated.

Secondly, he was actuated by personal motives. Manchuria was
his ancestral home. It was only natural that he should feel
grecatly interested in what was happening in this territory.
Moreover, cvery undertaking to the lianchu Pyrasty containad in
the Abdication Agreement had been wanicnly Vl“'ifed The 21lowance
to be paid to him by the State had becr cancellied. His private
property had been corjzpcatud. He had bezp “eqped with studied
disrespect by the Kuomintang. And the ancecst»ol tombs had bee
violated, and no serious attempt made to secure the rustoration
of the treasures stolen from them,

It was only natural therefore, that when troutle occured in
ilanchuria he should rollow devel.opments with great attention and

wonder whether hce waz rot destined tn play some part in an attempt
to lmprove the cvonciruicn ¢f his zaceniral provinces. Emmissaries
o' the separaSist m~verenh callad upon him in Tientsin ad urged
nim to proceed ic xaschurir. aAna at la=tc he fHLt that 1l he were
ever To go he must go forthwith or he might find it impossible

to leave.

The poqsibilit“ of a2 restoration movement, he said, was ob-
viously known to an& fearzad by General CH11”9 ﬁal-Qhek who offered
temporarll* to reatore Lhﬁ Conditione of Favouragtle Treatmont if
he (P'u—“i) wouvld repudiate it. He had inbtimated, however, that
mat rial considerati Wﬂu would not influence him; that the

iepublican Government could best fulfill its responsibilities by
concerning 1ltself with the welfare cf the people, by giving them
food govarnmznt, and by restoring 5n+LL111 peace. If it had

I'ls, b,UOO 000 (tha amount oif the improror'!s annual pension, as
stipulated in the Abdicatlon Agreemert’) %o spend, let it spend
that sum on reliceving existing poverty in China.

6. "hen he had decided to leave Tisntsin for Manchuria he
dld not cven take the Japancse UCeorsul-General into his confidenee.

"Then the story that you were kidnapped and sent to Port
Arthur under Japancse escort on a destroyer is not tpue?"

Mr. P'u-yl, who understands English quite well, threw baek
his head and POQPOd with laughter, "Fldﬂﬁpp“dQ" he said "Kidnap=
cd? 1\‘IO’ NO-

I told him that that was the version of his departure from
Tlentsin that was widely current and generally believed, and asked
whether 1 might be told the actual details of his movemunts addirg
that what he had told me up tlll then was conf'ldential, but that
a8 a matter of historical iIntercst I should like to know exactly
what happened when he left Licntsin.

.
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Mr., P'u-yl replied that his movements had had to be kept
secret for two rzasons: first, because his departure from

Tientsin might have been frustrated; secondly, because he would
have been in considerable danger of assassination had hls where-

abouts been revealed.

He left Tientsin just as the trouble between the Japanese
and Chinese in that city started, and traveled dlrect to Yinkow
( Newechwang) on the steamer Awachi Mgru. He left a letter behind
to bo deliverced to the Japanese Conscl=General informing him of
the departure, and asking him to afford adequate protection to
the Emrrcss (who remained in his resifence in the Japanese Con-
ccssion) when zhe foliowed., From Newchwans he proceeded to Tang
Kung Tzu (the hot springs between Liacyang and Tashihchao), where
he remained only a couple of days, revurning to meet his wife at
Port Arthur. She zsizo travelzd on an orcdinary steamsr. The next
few wocks wore spent at that center, where he amused himselfl by
studying the siegs operations in the Ruvssc--Japancse War and visi-
ting the ruins of the iormer Russlan fcrtifications. He and his
wife thon returnsd to Tang Kung Tzu, whers they lived quletly
until he procecded *to Changehun. "her he was convinced that 1t
was his dutv to go north and aasume the office ol Chilef Executlve,

-

he went straicht through to Changchun by train. At no time, in

Ticntsin, in the L3asca Territory, »> in Manchuria, was he ever
under any restraint, nor was any cosrcion applied to him,

sxpericnce how nonsensicsl the svorles toid abou* his position in
Changchun were. Here we were, talking withcv® restriotion, with

L

se present, who made no sctempt te alrect the

7. The former Erperor cmphasized that I had seen from my own

only 2 young <hine
course of convarsation, and who only interpreted my remarks and
questions when lir. Piu-yl did not vnderstand th>m, Wt 0o
Japanozse witrin hearing, and absolutely no restorction upon the
topics discusscd., Could I, he asked, roally Zaleve that he was
virtually a state prisoner under such conditicns?

8, I asked his views on the govzrnment of Manchoukuo, 2nd he
at once replizd that he favored the adoptlon of the Wanﬁ Tao doc=-
rine, bascd upon the teachings of Confucius. "Heaven,” he sald,
"3id not divids neorle into natlions, but regarded them all as
human bzings and desirsd peace between them, and love. Competition
and strifec betwezsn nations only led to war and intense suffering.
Confucius torsht that governments should rule honestly, observe
the poldon rule toward each other, and work for humanity and

D‘j ‘103 -
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X Iat “rsetallized the Oriental spirit. That was the
spirit in wlicn lManchoukuo had issued 1ts declaration of indepen=-
dencc. e arc ovrosed to racial and national animositles. That
is vhy we e¢ali chis the Ta Tung (Great Equel) era. We should llke
to have the Triendlicst rclations with Great Britain and all the
other Ifowers. And we belicve that we can contribute towards the
recalization of world peace. Our domestic polizy willl alm at
making it posslible to lead peaceful and happy lives. We shall
have no political partics in the new State. They only make for
disharmony. We shall do our utmost tc show ourselves trustworthy
in our foreign rclations. I hope that the people of your country
(Grcat Britain) will understand and appreciste our attitude. We
shall wa2lcome the investment of theilr capital in enterprises 1n
Manchoukuo. We shall be plsased to have them come and dwell among
ue. For many vears I had a British futcer (Zir Reginald Johnston),
and I therefo»e asquired some kncwledge ol Brltish history and
civilization and vrinciples., Therefcre I have a speclal interest
in fostering fri>adly relations between Great Britaln and Manchou-
kuo. Your Sovcoreign, King George, has already been acqualnted

with my views."
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O¢ lir. P'u=yi admitted the gravity of ths bandit situatlon,
but said that though recently aggravatecd by extermnal influences,
it was not a new problem and recuired all to give 211 the assis~-
tance in their pawer to eliminate this evil. In this connection,
hm naid a very warm tributeto General Mutd, the Chief of the

1M dJﬂ_7tL:tz to Manchoukuo. Very frisndly personal rela-
i been cucahlishaed between them as a result of General
L2'8 raozent vieglt to Chanzshun to extend his Government's formal
recognition to Manchoukus. And ke felt confident that Geneital
Mutd would help to smonth over past and present difficulties,

10, Mr. Piu-~yil bad informed me whan I arrived that he would
be at my dizrnozal until noon and that he had ordered luncheon to
be prerparad for me, but that owing to the fact that he was on a
dict in consequensce of his infected fcot, he would not be able to
sharec the meal. He narded me over, hhﬂ,vsr, to his yosunger
brother, the former frince Piu-chlia, and then bade me farewell.

After lunch he oncc morc took me upstairs where he pre-
with his latest photogrash and bade me revisit him at
cst opnortunity. Almost his last remark was that perhaps
able to convince myself by now that he was perfectly
presant office.

11. About seventcen months later I again paid a brief visit

to Hsinking (Changchun) tn be present at the enthronemant of Mr.
r'u-yl as :mﬂﬂwo* of Manchoukuo. The actual ceremony by which he
was 1nqtalL :d upon the Throric ¢f the earlizr members of his Dynasty
took place during the morning of March 1, 125h The fmperor Aac-
cordad me 2 private interview on Fabruary 28. I found him looking
well and DH’lGUHl” pleased at the turn of cvents. He conversed
with me freely for a cuarter o2f an hour, allowed me to take several
snapshota of hil and in the belief that 1 should broadcast a
descripilon of fﬂ ceremony to Great Britain. gave me a message to
the British nation. (The arrangements for the broadcast were cane
celled.) As I was lcaving, the ZLmperor placed his hand on my
shoulder, saving how plsasca he was to see hls "6ld friend", and
invited me to comz back for a longer talk later,

Jurther the affiant sgith not.

H,G.W. Woodhead

Colony of liong Kong

Aoy CF NinihTaAn
Consulate Geornizeral of the
United Statcecas of Anerico

Colony of Hong Kong )
City of Victoria )

Subscribed and sworn to beforec me, the undersignzd authority, this
’0th day of August 19,7.

We Do Boyd

Vice=Counsul of the United States
of America




