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The following 1s the gist of tho conversatisn with Secratary
Hull on the 20th,

Accompanied by Ambassador Kurusu, I called on Hull, he having
Rlven ready consent to our m3eting although it was Thanksgiving
Day, one of the mnst important holidays in the United States. I
oxplained the items in accordance with the instructions of your
telegram No. 798. Hull showed complete disapproval of the ltem
"The Government of the Unitoed Statos undertakes not to Indulge
in measures and actions prejudicial to the ondeavors for the
rostoration of gencral peace between Japan and China", though,
as roegards the rest of the items, he éxpressed no special opinion,
merely putting onc or two questions. Hs dilated upon the asser=-
tions of the American Govarnment in connection with tho Iripartite
Pact, and declared that, so long ns thore dwelt in the minds of
the American people a persistent doubt which was rooted in Japan's
rclations to the Pact, it would beo eXtrenely difficult to stop
1ld to Chianp Kai-shek. He ngaln nointod out that +ho pressnt
policy of tho United States is to assist Evitain sn ths one hand
and to ald Chunglking on the other, against the German policy of
1limitless armed expansion, and stated that it is Just as difficult
to change the policy of aiding Chiang Kai-shek is to stop assis-
tance to Britain, so long as 1t remains unclaar wheotherp Japan's ‘
attitude toward peace is unwavering. In the meantime, American
interests in China (and Manchuria) have suffcored heavy damage,
bringing about the present situation. |

Kurusu reminded Hull of the Presidant's statoment at our pre- |
vious interviow that he would bz the introducar in connouction |
with the question of paace betwean Japan and China, and gaid that

since the Prasident has expressed his intantlsp to be tho intro- l
ducer, 1t 1s only natural that gapan should request the stopplng
of ald to the Chiang Kai-shok régime, as it is self-contradictory '

for him on the one hand to continue to aid Chungking, which is
destructive to the realization of peace, and on the other to use
hies Influenco to restora peace babween Japan and China, Hull
stated 1In reply that the Przsident had so spoken on ths assumptisn
that the fundamental policy »f the Japaness Covernment would be
poactful, and that it is difficult for Americans to belicve in
Japan's return to its formap nolicy of peaca, in view of tho fact
that up to now certain influontial statzsmen of Japan have often
becn advocating the Hitlerian armed exXpansion policy.

I explained to Hull that ths now proposal of tnday was pra-
sentad in the circumstances that Proposal YA" has made no Progress
stumbling on two or thrce points, while the situation has becon
getting extremely tense, and that its aim lies in first relaxing
the strainsd relaticns betwsen Japan and the Unitod Statcs, os-
peclally in the Southwestern Pacific, thereby contributing to the
restoratlion of amicable feelings betweon tha two nations, and in
promoting the negotiations thersafter. Hull saig in reply that,
though he fully appreciestss the intention of the Japanase Govern-
ment, there are such difficulties as those mentioned above, and
he added with a grave face that he and I bear s welghty respon-
s1bllity for the Japaness and American nations as well as for the
whole of mankind. He said that with raoaspect to the proposed
points, he hoped to tallk them over furtherp after studying them
with full sympathy, |
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