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A9 /CVE26 U.S.S. SANGAMON
ocrial 041
CONFIDENTIAL
Subjcct: Battle Damage Report,
(d) COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT DAMAGE REPORT
| —— o AR MG DANAGHE REPORT
No,Units oo T Type and Extent
Danagcd Type of Unit of Damage
1 - RBU=-1 Panoranic Extent of Danage Unknown
fLidaptor
1. RBW-2 Panoramic Zxtent of Damage Unknown
¥ Adaptor .
8 RBS or RBS-1 Light Water Danage
' Receivers
1 RBS Rceeciver Watcr Danmage
4 RBK Receiver Watcr Damage
1 RAK-5 Rececciver Excessive Shock
1 RAL=-5 Reeceiver #xcessive Shock
2 RBO Receceivers Heat and Shock
A RCK Receeivers Hcavy Damage (Probably
Boyond Rcpair)
L IDQ Transnitters Heavy Damage (Probably
Beyond Rcpair)
1 TBK-12 Transnittor High Shock and Heat
1 TBL-6 Transnittecr High Shock and Heat
1 TCZ Transnitter Transnitter and Antenna
Loading Unit blown off
1 ITDE«2 Transnittecr High Shock and Hecat
1 ARC-1 Recciver/XMTRS Water Danage
1 SCR-808-A Reeeiver Watcr Danage
AMTR
1 1BS-2 Receiver/XMIRS Heavy Danage
2 IBY Receiver/XMIR Conplectely Destroyed
X SCR-808~A Motor fxtent of Danage
Generator Sct, Unknown
1 «RC=1 Motor Gecnerator Ixtent of Danage
Sct . Unknown
1 TBS+<3 liptor Goner%tor Hecavy Damage
Set, and Starter filtor
Unit,
2 RVRemote Radio Phone Light Water Danage,
UhitSi '
6 RV Remote Radio Phone Heat, Shock and Watecr
Units, Danagac, ‘
2 Spcaker Anplificr Light Water Damage .,
Units, 2 FEPE
6 Spcaker Amplifier Heat, Shodk and Wator

UﬂitSo

Damagac,

wi8s




sorie Blocks DI

A9/CVE26 U.S.S, SANGAMON
Serial 041
CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: Battle Pamage Report.
1 Spcaker Anplifier Blown off Bulkhecad Radio 2
Unit.
1 %QZ Rcrniotc Control - Light Water Damagc Radio 3
nit.
2 TBS Rénote Control Extent of Damage el el s
Units,. Unknown,
1 Antcnna Plug Board Light Water Damage Radio 3
1 RR Pancl Board Front Blown Open Radio 2
1 RT Pancl Board Front Bulged Out Radio 2
1 RV Panel Board Shock Redio 2
1 YE-1 Aircraft Honing Heavy Danage Y,E.Roon
Equipment.
1 NMB-Fathoncter XMIR  Heavy Danage YE Roon
1 NMB-1 HEcho Sounding Damage Bcyond Repair Chart House
Control Unit. |
: | DAS-3 Navigation Equip, Danaged Beyond Rcpair Chart House
L Transnitting Antcnnas Destroyed Starboard’
.A.ft of IS.
3 Rceeciving Antennas Destroycd Port Side
3 Reeceiving Antcnnas Destroyed Starboard
Side Aft
6 RBS Lead - Ins For Damagecd
Lntecnnas ‘
Lead-Ins For/SCR-808A, Destroycad
ARC-1, TBS, and TDQ/RCK
" for Antennas on Bridge
3 Flag Bags with Double Destroyecd Catwalk
Fingcrs.
3 Complete sets of Destroyed Catwalk
Signal Flags, and 1
: speed cone,
L 12 Inch scarch-lights Srioke and Hcat Sig.Bridge
2 2L, Inch scarch-lights Srioke and Heat Sig,.Bridge
2 Long Glassecs Srioke and Heat Sig.Bridge
A1l Halyards and Destroyed oig.Bridge




A9 /CVE26 UseS.S. SANGAMON
Serial 0OLY

CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: Battle DPamage Report.
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All cablecs routed through C,I.C. and Radar Transnittcr Roon
arc danaged beyond rcpair.

All cables in qu;o Two were destroyed.

- All cables in Y,E, Roon suffcred heavy danage,
Cables in Radio Three suffercd light watcr danage.
Ixtent of damage to cables in Chart Roorm unknown.
A11 Test Equipnient not destroyed will need rcpairing.

A1l spare PA-RTS in Radio Storec Roon complctely destroyed.

A, I. MALSTROM

Copies tot-
CinCPac,
ConfscCar¥orPac,
CTF51 - (ComPhibsPac)
CoriScrvPac,

oriocrRon 10,

C L}I“JﬂiI‘PaC 3
ConmicsSeaFrontier,
Con5thFlt.,
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U.S.8. S/NG MON (Cvaé)
CVE26/P6-1 /00 ADM

RESTRICTED ny
£ .b‘aIR :M.uIL

Serial: 97 9 May 1945,

Fromn: Cormanding Officcr,
1o S Secrctary of the Navy.
Subjcet: Personnel Suffering Death, Wounds or Injuries.

Requiring Hospitalization - Report of,

Reference: (a) 4lNav #AL8,

2

le The following report of personnel suffering death, .
wounds or injuries requiring hospitalization as a recsult of cneny

action on 4 May 1945 when a Japancse suicide plane crashed through
the flight deck and oxploded on the hangar deck is subnitted:

l. Lt{jg) Ikc Henry Moore, (C)L, USNR, 374,596

Diagnosis: Vound, fragment (Bomb, head and chest)
Date: L May 1945
Died ;

Disposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945,

2, Lieut. Ivan Victor Wiley, .-T, USNR, 115604 (VF-33)
Diagnosis: Wound, fragrnent (Bomb, decapitated) #258L
Date: 4 May 1945
Died A |

Disposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945,

3« 4VERY, David William, 646 78 34, ..OMlec, V6, USNR

Diagnosis: Burns (entirc body) #2508
Date: L4 May 1945
Died ‘ '
Pisposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945. ‘
k. BERRY, Calvin Ross, 931 65 32, Flec (MoM), V6S, USNR
Diagnosis: Wound, fragment (Bomb, hcad) #258)
Date: 4 May 1945
Died :

Disposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945,

2o HENRICSON, Robert .ugust, 311 53 35, .OMlc, USN
Diagnosis: Burns (entire body) #2508
Date: L Moy 1945
Died ' |
Disposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945,

6. McGINNIS, Noah Edward, Jr,, 560 52 L6, PhM3c, V6, USNR
Djagnosis: Burns (entirc body) #2508

Date: L May 19L5

Dicd ;

Disposition: Burial at sca, 5 May 1945,

ik
ENCLOSURE (B




7.5.9, SANGAMON ( CVE-26)

CVE26/P6-1/00/1M
RESTRICTED
Subject Personnel Suffering Death, Wounds or Injurles Re-

quiring Hospitalizatlion - Report of.

_ﬂ-—--_-—rﬂ—-ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂﬂ“

7. MILLEZR, Ralph Hubert, 565 21 1%, S2c, V6, USNR

& e

10.

11l.

12,

Diagnosis: Burns (entire body ) #2508
Date: 4 May 1945
Died

Disposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945
MOBLEY, Hugh Sam, 656 61 62, Milc, v6, USHR

Diagnosis: Wounds, fragment (Bomb, multiple) #on8l

Date: U4 May 1945
Died
Digsposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945

NELMS, Charles Edward, 669 20 81, AMMle(T), V2, USNR
Diagnosis: Wounds, fragment (Bomb, multiple) #2531
Date: 4 May 1945

Died

Disposition: Burlal at sea, 5 May 1945

SHERMAN, Earl Brewer, (21 74 50, Mi2e(T), v6, USNR
Diagnosis: Wounds, fragment (Bomb, multiple) #0584
Date: 4 May 1945

Died

Disposition: Burial at sea, 5 May 1945

STRICKER, John "F", 628 &l 56, MMlc, V6, USNR

Diagnosis: Wounds, fragment (Bomb, multiple) #0584
Date: 4 May 1945
Died

Disposition: Burilal at sea, 5 May 1945

Ensign Gerald Willlam Van pyke, (C)L, USHNR, 401938
Diagnosis: Shrapnel wounds, multiple
Condition: Serlous

Prognosis: Good

Disposition: Transferred tO 7.58.8, MUSTIN(DD4L3) on 5 May

1945 FFT U.S.S. SOLACE

1%, JOHNSON, Jack Alfrod, 632 77 30, Allillc, v6, USKNR

Diagnosis: Burns of face, arms anc legs

Condition: Serlous

Prognosis: Fclr

Dispositlon: Transferred to U.SeSe MUSTIN (DDH13) on 5
May 1945 FFT U.S5.5. SOLACE

. .

“-'—ﬂ_'_-_H_'_-



CVE26/P6-

. U.S.S. SANGAMON (CVE-26).
1/00/MM

RESTRICTED

Subject:

Personnel Suffering Death, Wounds or Injuries
Requiring Hospitalization - Report of.

-—__-—_______“_““-—__-“__-_--

15.

16,

JONES, Dennis Conwell, 844 25 76, RM3c, V6S, USNR

Shrapnel wounds, left thigh and abdomen

Prognosis: Poor

Condition: Serious

Disposition: Transferred to U.S.S. MUSTIN (DD13)
on 5 May 1945 FFI‘ U.8.8. ..:OLACE.

MOON, Donald Eugene, 885 55 206, S2c(QM) V6S, USHNR

Shrapnel wouhds and burns

Prognosis: Poor

Condition: Critical

Disposition: Transferred to U,S.S. MUSTIN (DD413)
on.S May 1945 FFT U‘S S SOLACW

ADAMS, John Roblnson, Jr., 706 07 28, AM3c, V6, USNR
Burns

Not serious

Prognosis: Good

~ Hospitalized aboard

L7

ALESKAS, Anthony, 646 76 88 AOMlc, V6, USNR
Burns

Not serious

Prognosis: Good

| Hospitalized aboard

16,

19.

BROOCK, Roy Card, 730 09 97, AOM2c, V6, USNR,
Burns

Not serious

Prognosis: Good

Hospitalized aboard

BROBERG, Kenneth Ellsworth 880 09 7&, Slo(AOM)
V6S UNR

Shrapnel wounds

Not serious

Prognosis: Good

- Hospitallzed aboard

20 4

2l .

CHAT'OOD, Raymond, 272 94 88 AMMBo(T)
Burns

Serious

Prognosis: Fair

Hospitalized aboard

#

CHLASTAWA, Mitchell Frank, 212 81 91, AMM.c(T)(CA),
USN (VT=33)

Burns

Not serious

Prognosis: Good

Hospitalized aboard




U & s @ S E:3 Sd-:JNGJ"JL’ION ( 0&6 )

CVE26/P6-1/00 AM ny
RESTRICTED
Subject: ' Personncl Suffering Death, Wounds or Injurics

Requiring Hospitalization - Report of.

dJ

22+ DLVITT, William Grogory, 870 25 L5, V6S, S2c¢c, USNR
Burns
Serious
Prognosis: Good
- Hospitalized aboard

23, F.RLEY, Willian Bernard, 635 50 71, S2¢, V6, USNR
Burns
Serious
Prognosis: Fair
- Hospitalized aboard

7

2L, GOLDING, William Canmocron, 629 39 35, BM2c(T), V6, USNR
Burns
Not serious
Prognosis: Good
- Hospitalized aboard

25+ GONZ.LLEZ, Joscph Roque, 562 78 45, ARTLe(T), V6, USNR
Shrapncl wound
Not serious
Prognosis: Good
- Hospitalized aboard

’

26, HENDRICKSEN, Roy Wilbur, 945 98 05, S2c¢(RaMm), V6S, USNR
Shrapnel wounds
Not serious
Prognosis: Good
- Hospitalized aboard
27. JOHNSON, Harvey Grant, 564 07 01, LOM3c, V6, USNR
Burns
Not sorious
Prognosis: Good
Hospitalized aboard
28, JOHNSON, John Gordon, 730 89 40, Slc, V6, USNR
Burns
Not serious
Prognosis: Good
Hospitalized aboard
29, McCHESNEY, . ubrcy, 844 4O 31, S2¢, V6S, USNR
Burns |
Not serious
Prognosis: Good |
Hospitalized aboard,




U.S.S. SANGAMON (CVE-26)

CVE26/)6~1/00/MM
RESTRICTED
Subject: Personnel Suffering Death, Wounds or Injuries

Requiring Hospitallzation - Report of.

_“——_____““_#“—-_-““-___—n___“___

30, WASMUTH, David, 863 78 Lk, ARM3c (CA), V6S, USKNR (VT=33)
Shrapnel wounds
Serious
Prognosis: Good
Hogpitalized aboard

31, WELLER, Tom Gordon, 856 76 84, AOMBC(CA) vV6S, USNR(VT-33)
Blas® concuSSLOn
Serious
Prognosis: Fair
Hospitalized aboard

32, WELSCH, Richard William, 337 24 99, ACMM USN (VF-33)
Burns
Serious
Prognosis: Fair
Hospitalized aboard

4

33, WILLOUGHBY, Lucian Rohert, 848 29 82 S2¢c, V6S, USKNR
Multiple shrapnel'wounds
Serious
Prognosis: Fair
Hospitalized aboard

A, I. MALSTROM.

cc: Buled
CinCPoc
BuPers
ComScrvPac
ComAirPac
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HANGAR DECK SPACE, LOOKING FORWARD,
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HANGAR SPACE OVERHEAD SHOWING THE II0L RS
WHERE BOMB PIERCED THE FLIGHT DECK AND
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GENERAL ELECTRIC AMPLIDYNE AND AMPLIFIER
PANEL FOR ALO MM MOUNT--BURNED AND CHARRED
BUT STILL OPERATING.




The Cammanding Cfficew, _
The Cemmander iua Chief, UNITED OTATHES FLLETe

1} The Cammender, TASK UHIT 53,1 3,
2) The Communder, TAGE GRUUF 5Z.1.

{3] The Commander, TAIK FORCE 53,
{4} The Commander in Chlef, " OIVIC FLEET,

Alrerary dction Reports and Summerles,

(a) Paeific Fleet Conf, Ly, 1 Cl«45 of
1 January 1945.

Bnelt {A) Orizinal and three copies of CVid=3) ilrcraflt

sotion Report Fes., 1 to 27, both iaeclusive,

(B) Originsl and threve cooles of V=33 Alrcrald
Aotion lNose 1 to &5, both ilnelusive.

(C) Origlas)l and thyee coiples of V33 Alrarefly
fetion Heports Nes, 1 to 83; hoth lneclusive,

(i) Ordclnal and three coplee of Tummarics eof
Agtion Revorts ané CGperatlions turough 7 Hay

1945,

1  Buolosures (A), (8), (C) and (D) are forwarded here-
Witahc

&‘I £ ;ﬁ i : F{.Hm

'0091 08 te!
Samlineh 1
Olnepao 3

Geaairpae 1 7 (1 :
ﬂ:;ozpi‘ O / é ?




BR AIR GROUF THIRTY-THRER.

| MIm.ﬂihamﬂlDﬁflﬁn..mn. M’).msng
completed two and ome half month's operations ewberked in the V.8.8. mmn.
the last forty-two days being under active combat conditions during which 1200
gsorties were flowm. These sorties included, at times, operations over a E;tod
of forty houres stralght and called for a fotal of 151 night lnuul and
pn-dm or night launches. , |

The first thermwumwdhnﬂumtmmoﬂ
migsiong for our forces om Okinawa. The carrier division was then ordered %o
& vicinity of Sekishima Gunto for the purpose of meutralizing sirfields in

8 area. N . -

Our uswal schedule in thess operatioms called for a 0330 ),amoh of four
VI and four VI(N) for hecklers over the islands followed by an eight or twelve
plane VF sweep at 0530. All thege planes landed by 0900 amd operations were
secured until 1530, At this time all avallable VT and eight or twelve VF were
laumnched for a late strike. The VI returned to the carrier while the V7 re-
mained over the target uatil relieved by two or four VR(N)., VI(E) were kept
over the target throughout the night. During the day strikes, ASP and CAP were
furnished by the othey three carriers in the division.

Daring our period in the combat zrea the number of night fighter pilots
aboard was increased %o fourteen. These pilotes flew regularly after we started
the Sakishinma operation but prior to that they were put to very little use.

Dag to the tactical situation or for other reasons, they eélther were not launch-
ed or were not vestored out to any distamee if already airborne. Omly one ship
controlled interception was made successfully omn an eneny plame. I% is true
that numerous I8M's and PBM's wvere chased and fdentified as friemdly. Ve alse
maintained a CAP for twenty-four hours to test the practiecability of it. Howe
ever, eoight or more months are spent in training a pilot to do gomething for
which he is seldom used. Our VF(N) pilots shot down four and shot wp meny more
ntumummmmuaams Job, but mot in their specialty.
For this reason it 1o felt that we should traim Night Attack pilots for use

in a2 group of this kind, rather than speclalised night intercept pilots.

The primary requisite in sither tralaing 4s sufficient night flying under
all conditions of weather %0 mske the pilots feel completely at home. During
mnuummmumcmmunmummcmmnuu
__ f heckling or intruding comdined with strafing and bombing. Our present
&l Mm,ummmwnuuumym vhen they report
$0 a grouwp for duty, that is %0 make interceptions. They are not Lighter pilots
in the accepted sence of the word in that they are not up %o ¢
teamwork, day interceptions, bombing, strafing and escort.

=le




Whether %o carry TEM
of VF=33 feels thot th:';&r ean do
with their large bomd load should
¢an be accurately placed where it
Pletely concur, feeling that the 1
of this type on nizht attack
two or four VW(N) can hendle. .
vhenever the crowp can be wuged in the
humumumnuommnn

mamummuutm
htlot‘uhh‘ofﬂumuc‘unthr .
Separate units. The value of this is well
alreraft are considered. -
Mut-nuhm-h

®

stressed too strongly. That
as $wo gquadrons or evem three
t wvhen the losses from anti-




at the same %19, u-m“hmqummmumamh
a long ecolmem of single s 811 fpon the same dpecticen, The flak never rota
the leader: bul 4% i3 m-nmmn.uotmmm

¥e had extollont resulte with H/Ar%el peder. It 1o MM. for mm
w m m m & m “ #E “ﬁr ' W |
Lo the overgest with M mm but the nlot on the coreon |

slways looked /00l |

Our A0% officer would 1ike to suboll the folloving on wotlon yeortm
Faxch %0 3 My, ns soparute Triel ponortes vere
MMM

_ (1 ) mptm of sash five

I$ 12 balloved thut the preseat /Ciml ig not rvoperly
W undm such w m tm
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LESSONS LBARNRD ARD RECOMMAKNDA "IOKRES « RBPORT OF QCUBANDING
CPFICER FIGHTIRG DLUADRUN THIRTY=THRES

¥F=33 iz constituted of two tactlcal elemsuts, the day
flghters and the alght righters. This narrative is conceraned
painly with the day flghter§ flylng p6F-58'8,. OUur tour of
sombat duty started slowly with many ICAPY's and a few suppors
missions on OXINAWA, This was an ideal transition from trala-
ing to the real thing.

gSoon after D-day we wers parc of the force sent to neulral-
ize airfields in the JTANISHINA GUNTO. There were gix flelds
to eover. The main fields were well protected by medium and
light AA. Heavy AA was meager and saused little btrouble.

Trom an intended stay of cne or two days, thease {ields be~
eame our "baby®. Therealfter uatll we departed, every flight
made from this earrier waa a strike or & TGars Both strike
and TOAP oarried as much load as they sould staegeger off with.
The TCAT was %o drop the load on the fields in oase no alr
opposition was sncountarad, |

The alr opposition was exlstenl Oa Iwo OF three ocoasions
only, but on every gtrike the V¥ would take escort position on
the THIY'g and cover on every Iul. The AL was bad and any rub
that d4id not take advantage of every bit of eloud, sun, altl-
tude and speed was inviting hits and losses,.

gsecorting our own torpedo pianes was & DleasUre. They
would put us in position, glve one minute to go, snd the low
sover would start in, the torpsdoes following immedlately,
the high cover next. All runs were mads &t 60° if possible
using full throttle. The AJH gear held us vack considerably.
se seldom could get over 370 kis in the dive. 4ll planes were
diving at the same time from different directionsand no indi-
vidual runs were pormitted. Accuraey may nave suffered a
1ittle from the orgsanized chaos dive, dut gafety lnereased

sany per-cent.

The weather was variable., Oome days it was very bad and
it was lampossible to get %o the islands. On two days elouds
pegan at 200 feet und were still above us at 20,000 feat. Lur
ASH gear pioked up the thunder heads nicely, but would nob,
or we oould not recogaige the targets., Oa other days whea the

other oarriers had trouble looatlngt ngkbar§x§§l dii}tu“oloudi,
the day fighper with their ASH £98F 144 a0 oulty. -evera
t g when WAS necessary to drop bombs and rockets through
the overeast the AlLH gear allowed the area to be well govared

and was invalusble for pavigation.




Airborne alreraft were encountered on two oocasions. 0On the
first four planes sighted two Tonys at 1l o'eclook down, The
first seetion made a run on them with the second segtion re-
maining high for cover, The Tonys dove through the olouds as
soon as the run began, the flirst section followed, then pulled
up %o prevent hitting the ground. The same instant the high
seotion was attagked by two more Tonys from above and behliad.
Our planes were heavily loaded, over 15,000 lbs gross, and
before they eould jettison all the planes disappeared in the
overoast.

The second encounter was on 22 April when seven Osoars
wore sighted high and in position for a run. At the same tine
20 %0 30 bombers and fighters were sighted on NOBARA fleld
warming up and taxiing into take-off spot. All planes dove on
the fleld getting rid of their bombs and strafing. The torpedo
nes were then escorted clear of the island and sent home,
The eight VF climbed and engaged the Osoars shooting down five
and two probables, A short time later four more Uscars were
sighted up sun 5,000 feet above, They obligingly let down as
we elimbed to intercept. All four were splashad after a thirty
mile chase., These four planes had a new tactle not seen before
by aay of our pilots, The four planes ran from us and tock a
le=2«] formation, that is, oncl500 feet low to the left, two
glose together high and one 1500 feet low to the right. As we
elosed the two center men 4id a rignt ehandelle, the low men
turned inboard and zoomed up undernsath to attack our planes
making head on runs on the two high Japs,

As we swung into the routine of having a steady target
avallable our schedule became more or less standardized. The
day flghters would have a pre-dawn strike, an afternoon strike,
and a late afternoon fighter sweep. The flghter sweep and the
YF from the strike were to remain at the target until the VFN
arrived, and if all were clear, to return to land by sunset or
&8 soon thereafter as possible. Night landings were made on
several oscasions with no diffioculty.

The night fighters would fly TCAP and heekler mlssions over
the target during the night with the THM's elither assisting in
the heckling or taking the strikes with the day VF.
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VF(B) Unit of VF-33, Lbs RODMAN, Senior Officer.

This narrative re ©t is conCarned with the aight fighter
element of VF-33., 7This element was gomposed of 12 night fighter
trained pilots and 8 FEF-5N's,

The firet portion of this oruise included dawn and dusk
local combat alr patrels with three heckler inSruder missions
flown over OKINAVA alir flelds up %0 and inoluding Leday,

. The latter portion of this eruise, commencing soon after
Leday, involved all night heckier intruder missions over
SiilﬁnIuAiGUKTO and condition eleven watghes for loesl combat
a patrol. *

The slx fields covered were on NMITVAKC SHIVA and ISHIQAKI
CHIMA 1n the SAKISHIMA CUNTO., Several of these flelds were
well proteoted by medium and light AA durlag houprs of day lizht.
H“owever, at night AA opposition was mesger to non-axistant,

The night fighters suffered no combat losses in these operations.
Three planes were bhit by AA but this was dus to aaking runs
before darkness or after day light. The enly AA opposition
anocuntered at nlght came malnly from the boamber strip on
LGHIGAKI, It appeared shat it was goming from one partieular
iight or medium battery. In most eases the aim was so wild

in this night AA opposition that it ssemed to be & sesture of
J&P annoyance, There was go indication of radar fire contrel.
Unly one searchligiat was onoountersd on one ogcasion.

Fadlure of the Japs to cease ruaway repair setivities watil
We had approached to sound reange indicated strong possibility
ef no search radar,

Heokler intruder flights comsisted of four planes sach for
the dawn and dusk flights and two plases esch for the other

li:hthoura. Flights averaged tiree and one-nalf hours durae
tion,

Alrborne airoraft were eueountered on two ogoasiovns. In
S0th cases laitial contaet was made by observation of the Jap's
llgats., This was closed to radar contact. On the first oceasion
& Nlek was shot down after being observed signalling to the
field, appereatly requestiang runway lights., On the second
OlﬁlOIOh éontaot was made and closed on a Jap Toay fiying in
fleld vieinity with running lights on. After damnging this

plane by gunfire c ntaegqgn?e%gs;pp‘gggg ; ‘ggatl%gegn%.rolagd_

iﬂgtﬁiiefifnerﬁfsagiﬁﬁe. 4 Tony, was splashed, It is felt that
the first one oreshed in an attempted landing; a plene was
cbserved at this time otherwise unacecuntably afire on the rune
way. Heckler intruder missione were condueted undar average

o 3w




@ P

eeiling of 1500 to 3000 feet with conditions of darkness
ranging from & full high woon thru scattered clouds %o
otally black night with complete overcast. One atiack was
gconducted with thunderheads over both lslands and cgeiling of
less than 200 feet. Strafing, R« P. and bombing attacks were
made by means of AFSe-6A rader with unobserved results.

Airvorne redar proved invaluable In these attasks, primarily
in pleking up targets and in returning to the task unit. The
single dot modification of the five and one mile scales instal-
led by Lt jg) M. I. SHADUR of VF-33 had the full approval of all
pilots. It permits greater accuraecy in close navigetion as ln
bombing thru overcast., Oncof its greatest single uses in this
squadron was in reaching the break-up position in the landing
¢irele about our own earrier without assistance of F.D.C. or
Snapper. The single dot modification also gave greater range
and clearer socope indleation for radar rendezvous and for in-
ftal airborne intercept contaste.

The night reticule im the MK 8 gunsight was satisfactory
for all night work ineluding strafing. GStraight lncendiary
belting of .50 caliber was preferred for all night work.
Tracers, while not blinding the pllot too badly, tand to blanx
out the target. The dawn and dusk flights used a belting of
stralght incendlaries in lanboard and mid-guns and regular day
belting in outboard guns. Flights during hours of complete
darkness used stralgnt incendiaries in all guas.

Heokler tacties used were similar to those used by other
night organizations. Any apparent activity an fileld areca was
strafed, In any event perliodie strafing runs were made over
runway and revetment areas to remind the Japs that they stlll
had company. On several occaslons MK & flares were dropped from
MKI Mod0 flare contalners and attaocks made under thelr 1llumination.
No AA fire was drawan and attacking planes were able toc plek tare
gets., Perlodic dropping of flares also enalled us to study
fields for signe of activity. Combinsation of heokling and
attacks under flare illumination offers a great deal of promise.
Unfortunately we did not remalin in the SAKISHINA area long
enough to reaoh any definite conclusion on these tactlies. Of
partioular interest were these facts which we discovered: The
best altitude of flare release was 3000 feet. e drew no Aa
fire, even though eireling elose over the field looking for
signs of activity. The plane which releases the flare and
his seotion mate oan make three strafing runs apiece during
one flares iliumination period.
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{RSSONS LEARNED AND REGOMMENDATIONS :
Vi=33 RBGM DATION: NATERIAL.

e 0 That the lighting switches on all fighters be
simplified and standardized. Three switches could replace

the six now installed on the the F6F-5 and still provide all
gombinations dﬁ'ir.dt £: | |

- 2. A single switch should be installed whlgh would
jettison all bomb and rockets, to be used in emergencies
when caught at & disadvantage by enemy ailr opposition,

3, All planes delivered in the combat zone should
have all changes inscorporated. A board should be formed
at ComAirPac to help incorporate. or make changes, Under

the present system changes are discouraged as much as
possible by those responsible for giving authorization
for a change. The opposite should be true with aetion

being taken immediately to get the change incorporated at
the factory as soon as possible, '

RECOMMENDATIONS: TRAINING.

1. More training in locating and bombing camouflaged
targets and more training in strafing ground targess should
be included in the syllabus. |

2. All pillots should get two night landings. These
be made under good conditions of sea and moon, The main

may
¢hing is to build up confidence so that & prospective night
landing does not cause them to be apprehensive,

3. If possible, S%uadrons should be given an idea of
the type of work they will Dbe doing so they may stress certaln
phases of the syallabus, '

A Include more heckler and attgok tagties in night
fighter training syllabus, ,

D Gondﬁot experimental wdrk to determine value of
and tactlies for nlléht attack under flare illuminations in

eonjunction with night heekling missions.

' Paul O. ROONEY, Lt-Cdr, USN,
. Commanding, VI=33. NG




