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Us. Se STRATZGIC BOJBING SURVEY .
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. INTERROGATION NO 386 DATI: 20 tov 46
Division of Origin: Military Analysis ' ,
Subjects Combat techniques of the JAAF . '

Person interrogated and backgrounds

TOKO, Guy, Superior Private - a pilot with the 7thrFlying.Regimeqt
(Hikosentai) from March 1945 until the end of the war. Prior to that -
timey he served as a civilian test pilote He has flown both army and

navy typese 4Although only 21 years old, he states he has more than
5000 flying hourse

Interrogator: Major John J, Driscell
Interpreters: Mre Yano, Hero

Allied Officers Present; Capt John Ge Vest

SUMILARY 3

TOKO was a very ccoperative individual who seemingly was an eX-—
ccptionally goed pilet. He was able to give en excellent comparison
of the relative effectiveness of American army and navy planes as
comnared to Japanese types. He considers the American P--51l the best
fighter that the Allies had, but thinks that the Javanese KI 61 was
coually as good and better in some respectses He gave an account of
various tactics used by Japanese pilots in their encounters with

dmerican planese.

TOKO alsc gave an amazing account of how a group of suicide planes
took off from Itemi airfield, near Osaka, on 17 aug 45 1in search of Allied
naval forces known tc be operating in that area. He stated that the
planes were unable to find the task force and that reason alone pre—
vensed on attack, despite the fact that surrender negotiations had ‘

been virtually completed two days before.
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Interrogation No 386 Contd ESTRICTED
Qe How o0ld are you?

ne 21 years (by American standardé).

Qe How long were you in the Japanese JArmy?

4e I was called up in ﬁarch 1945 and was demobilized after the surrender.

Qe What did you do in the Army?

Le I was at first sent to a communications school in Sziku villagg, in Miye
Kene Then in March they sent cut a call for all men who could fly. I had
considerable flying experience as a civiliane Therefore I was sent down to
Kyushu as a pilote

Qe What about your civilian flying experience.

ae. I started flying at an early age. I first soloed when I was 15 years olde
Shortly thercafter I was employed by the Central Air Testing Dept (Chue Xcku

Kenkyu) near Yokohoma as a test pilote I flew all sorts of planes, mostly
navy fighters,

Qe How long did you work for this organization?
Ae Until I was called in the army in March 1945.
Qe How much flying time do you have to your credith’

Ae I know that I have more than 5,000 hours, although I've lost the exact
count}

Qe How much of thls was during your civilian life?

Xe Between threc and four thousande

Qe That sounds likec a lot of flying timce Arc you surc that all this time
was as a pilot and not as a passcnger? |

Ae Yos, you scc I flew continuously, at cvery opportunity, for over six ycars,
Flying mcant morc to me than anything clsce I ncglected my cducation to the
cxtent of running away from school to flye

Qe . Just how much cducation do you have?

Z, I ama high school graduatc and attcnded Hosci University here in Tolkyo
for ovor a ycar, lcaving only when I was called in thc armye

Qe Then you went to school while you werce cmployed by the Central Research
Department?

Ae - ICSse
Qe How much of your army flying timc was actual combati

Ao Between 500 and 600 hourse
Qe. Yhat training did you reccive in army tactics, ctc?

Ae Practically nonc. When I was scnt to Kyushu, my squadron leader wanted
to test my flying ability, so he tcok mc up and told mc to folleow thc squad-
rone I evidently did all right for then he told me to follow him while he
went through & fow mancveurse I managed to follew him all right, so then he
told mec to lcad him and he would follow mee I did an outside loop and when
the squadron leader tried to follow me, he went into a dive and just mangged

to pull out and avoid crashings After that they evidently decided I didn't
necd any training.
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Interrogation No 386 Contd | RESTRICTED

Qe What kind of a plane were fou flyihg?t“' . | .
iAe A type 3 fightor, tho KI 61. : | ' S
é. Did you fly any other types whiie in the army? . .
Ae No, , o o
Qe What.kind oflplanes'did you fly és a tcst pilot? ~

Je @pgtly navy fighters, but I can't rcmember all the typese

Qe Hore is a list of most of the navj fighterse Will you sclect thosec
whlch you rceall flying? We would also like to know cxactly waat you think
of cach of the planes that you definitely rcmember flyinge

ae I remember the "Jack" quite wells Its degrec of mancuverability was not
goode Howecver when this plane was turned into mass production, its overall
cfficicncy declined cwen morc, ‘as comparced to the original modélse ‘I thimlc
the "Goorge™ is the best nayy planc I piloted. The lrving II had a limitcd
view and for that rcason was hard to flye | ' e T T e e

He¢ Ve would like to know, during your 500 hours of operational flyingy how
many «llicd aircraft you actually cngaged, what your successecs wercy and what
vour personal cvaluation was of cach typce '

iie Claims ) " A '
Type a/c soncounters Des/ Dem - Remarks
4
P-38 12 2 12 This was sccond best a/c I cncountercds It

was slower than the P-51 and was casier to
hit boecausc of its designe. |
P-51 1b onoc This was thc best Allicd aireraft I evon:con-—
countereds It had great spced and mancuver-
abilitye It was the only onc I feared and
the only onc I found difficult to shake off
my toil,. | ' .
FGrE 20 C 3 This waes not at all terrifying dus to its
rclative slowncsse S
Fad 10 L 0 This was cven slower than the F6F and the nost
| infcrior in performance of all the 4llied
| —_—— aircraft I cncountcrcde
D24 6 ~ Tono Duc to their formation fire-powere. I-was:-a
| little rcluctant to press home attacks on
5 g - these bomberse I fecared their guns morc
| than tho B=29tg,
B~-29 . 30 i 3 Beeausc they were usuelly not in a close
- | formation, and often flow 'in an isolated
position, theoy offércd little defensive
fircpower ' |

Qe What method of attaclk did'yoﬁ usc dgainst thiec B-29's?

e 1 found the least defensé put up when I came in low In"a tall attocke.
This was the most successful method of attocke ' |

Qe Did you ever try a nosc attock?

Le Yes, dbut I suffcred a fow hits'and decidecd it'wasﬂédfer"to‘usb?the low
tril attaclk: in the futurce . = =% - |

Qe Did you cver carry bombs?

- -T ; ' ' LW | i y ‘* :
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Interrogation No 386 Contd RESTRICTZED

Qe With what armament was your ship gquippod?

Ae Two 20mm guns in the nosce | y
Qe This is relatively light armaments Were there no other guns on the a/c?"
Ae N0 '
Qe accofding to our information, the KI 61 has 2 127 mm guns in the nose and
one l2e7 or 20mm gun in each winge

ire The other aireraft in my organigation had lighter guns in the nosce Mine
was a special aircraft, a new cxperimental type and to the best of my knowledge
the only onc with two 20mm gamnon in tihic nosce

Qe Did this speccial armamcnt installation effect the performance of the .
alrcrafty \

A, Yecs, my ship had grceater mancuverability, A T
Qe How was your ammunition linked? Did you use tracer, HE, AP or I?.

Ae I had one tracer to eight armor piercing roundse

Qe Did you not use incendiary or HE?

Ae Nogy I do not believe soe

Qe Was this linkage standard throughout your organization?

iAe Y€Se

Qe Why did you use tracer ammunition?

Ae. For aining pugfoses.

Qe How werc you instructed to ainm %ith tracer?

iAe I roceived no instruction in gunnery at alle

o tht did you consider the maximum effective rangc of your guns?

id 0

I opencd fire against bombers at about 150 meters; and against fighters at

about 100 mcters,

Qe
Ao
Qo
Ao

Qe

At what range did you break away from & bomber attack?

Usually at 75 motors, but on a few occasions I wont as close as SQ meterse
When tracers were fired at vosy did thoy decter your attack?

*®

They only disturbed me slightly, and I @did not fear thems

When an. American fighter got on your tail, what was your most successiul

basic nancuverst

;
Fa O

An outside loop wns very cffective, and oftcen enabled nme to got on the

tail of the attackers Only on one occasion was this unsuccessfule This was
when a P-51 was chasing me and I was unable to shoke him offe I tried all
nornmal tacties, but he still kept on nmy taile. Finally I hcaded for the ground
but he followed me right down. to 30 neterse 4As a last resort I flew between

two

Qe

Ao

trcos under the intcrlocking bramchese The P—51 did not follow me throughe
Do you consider the P~51 a better aircraft than the KI 61?7 .

Noe The KI 61 had a better all-around performnancce ' ¥ s
o 4 o




Intorrogation'No 386 Contd RESTRICTED
Qe What were the performance'chafaCtefisﬁicsrof the KI 617 | .
ae Maximum speed was 670 to 580 kilometers per hour, The cruising spced 600

to 620 KPHe Thecy told us the maximun altitade was 12,000 meters, but I doubt
if it could exceed 11,000, | i

Qe How long would it take you to reach 6,00 nmcters?

e 4About 4 minutese

Qe How high could you get in six minutes?

Ae about 8,000 nmcters,

Qe Why do you ratec the P-51l infcrior?

Ae My a/c was superior in speed as well as having greater mancuverabilitye
Qe Was your unit at Miyazaki all the tine?

Ae No, about 20 days before the cnd of the war, when Miyazaki had been reduced *
to a shambles, wec were cvacuatcd by rail to Itami, near Osakas

Q. Did any plancs from your unit cver go on suicide nissions?

iAe No not until thc war was overe

Qe What do you mean by that?

Ae Well, two days after the surrender, 1ln 17 aug 45 to be egact, we rcceived

orders fronm Hq 6th air Army (Kokugun) to attack an Allied flotilla which was
operating off the coast of the Osaka arcae Sone plancs fron our squadron took

off, loadcd with bombse Wec were told this was to be the final glorious attack
for the honor of the Inpire.

Qe Why didn't you take off?

Ae I was in ny planc, warning up the notors when the first planc came back

with the information that the flotilla had stecancd away and could not be loc-
atcd nowe

Qe You mean you werce actuclly sot to take off when the order cane to stop?

Le Ycse My plane was loaded with bombs, cven in the cockpite Therc was
barcly roon for ne,

Qe How did you feel about being designated as & suicidc pilot?

Ae It is unnanly of ne to say so, but truthfully I was saddened to tears av
rcceiving the death sentcencce,

Qe Did the other pilots feel as you did?
Ae Onc more in ny squadron dide He and I werc the only ones who had uvniver-
sity cducatione The oncs who had becen trained in military schools (Shonen

Hoi Geklko) and the ones who had little cducation secmcd to be quitc happy
at the honore

Qe Did you protest or do anything to show that you didn't likc the assignment?

Ae There wasn't rmuch I could doe Héwovor, I was planning perhaps to make a
landing on the ocean rather than crash ny planc into a shipe

Qe Did you know of any others who did this?

Ae I had heard runors that sonc cGide




Intorrogqtion.No 386. Contd RESTRICTED

Qe Arc you- sure that n1l this occurred after the surrender?

Ae Yes, it was two days aftcr the armisﬁice.

Q. How were persomnel seletted for suicide missions?

A, They were always designated.

Qe Were there cver any voluntecrs?

I never knew alye




