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A Letter which Mr. Lloyd (George|
“Sent to Mr. de Va:.exa

Dr. McGinley (Donegal) said they were, told
they had a Republic established 1n this country
‘and that, the delegates who signed that Treaty.
with England could not sign away that Repub-
lic. If they had a Republic in this country
' in the sense in which some there meant. to con- |
 vey it, he, as one plain man, wanted to know |
why weré -delegates sent at all.* Was 1t t0
arrange for the evacuation: 'by "the English]
forces of this eountry ? oy LA |

To his mind the Republic was let down
since the letiter of Lloyd  George was sent %o
President de Valera on September 29, in which
‘he said that in spite of their sincere desire for
peace, and in spite of the tone of his (Mr. de
Valera’s) last communication, they could not
enter 2 . conference on the basis of that cor-
respondence. Notwithstanding his (Mr de
Valera’s) assurance to the contrary, which they
appreciated, it might be. argued that it in- |
volved them in a recognition to which no Bri-|
tish- Government..would agree.

Mr. do Valera asked that the reply sent to
that letier be read. -
~ M:r Sean T. O’Kelly tendered the reply: to
the Speaker, but he declined to read it.
Continuing, Dr. McGinley said the point for |
himi was this: they. had no real functioning
Republi¢c in this country. They had a paper
i Republic,” and the people were sick of this)
paper Republic and the paper Republicans too. i
Proceeding, Dr. McGinley said they had gotb
ne international recognition from any gcountry
in the world. i
It might be said that their plenipotentiaries
might have got better terms in London. But,
the people of the country had made up their |
minds that the plenipotentiaries had done
the best for Ireland that they could, .
He for one would not take the responsibility
' of plunging ths country inte a war of exier-|
mination, which he thought would result if the !
Treaty was rejected e had no qualms m
giving his support to the Treaty. He was sent
1nto the Dail to get absolute separation if he’
could; but the’ people -that sent him there
sent him to use his own free will. and if he'
could not get absolute separation at the pre- |
sent time he would take something by which
they eould work out their independence in the
long run. In voting for the-Treaty he was
voting according ‘to' the mandate he got from
'his constituents (applause;. = |

i CORK MEMBER’S QPPOSITION, _ . .

Mr. Thomas Hunter (Cork) followed, and in
a brief 'speech opposing the Treaty 'said as a
Republican he could mnever recognise King
George V. of England either in internal’ or
external asspciation (applause). . Lt
‘ ““ NO OTHER WAY,”.. e

Commandant Sean- Hales (Cork) speaking'
in support of ratification, said he had travelled
’down he stormy road since 1916, and he felt

;

very .keenly on the matter. He knew that his
friends and soldiers on the other side felt the |
same. He did not wani fto make a speech, |
and all he wished to say was that he saw noj
other road but that of the Treaty. He saw no |
other way out ab the preseni moment (ap- /
plause). . .. ... A g
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