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EDITORIJAL.
AT THE CROSSROADS,

News has reached Chengtu of the evacuation of
Peking by the forces of Generalissimo Chang Tso lin.
There has been some scepticism regarding this; but as
time goes on to is more fully believed. Allwell wishers
of China can only hope that the northern capital has
been evacuated by the armies of the Ankwehchuin and
that this has been done with a minimum of fighting and
further loss of life. The devastating civil war under
which this country has suffered for so many vears is
more likely to stop if Peking has been occupied by the
Nationalist forces. For Peking has become a symbol of
victory and the party holding it will continue to
claim that it really represents the nation. War and
bloodshed cannot decide the righteousness of any cause
and the sooner the fighting ceases, the sooner will the
country have an opportunity to approach normalcy.

So far as the Christian Movement in China is
concerned, it with other agencies for righteousness and
fair dealing will be brought to the fork in the roads. It
will have to choose afresh its methods of work and afresh
marshal its forces. Becausethe movementisanintegral
part of the life of the nation, it cannot affordtolessen
its efforts for the final redemption of the country from
militarism and the attendant iujustice that follows in
the wake of war. Where are we? What forces can we
muster for the new day that peace will bring? Who is
for us? Who are against us? What is the attude of the
masses of people among whom we live and work ? An
answer to some or all of these questions will help s in
our further campaign.
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IGNORANCE.

As we study this matter we find four attitudes onthe
part of the Chinese people to the Christian Movement,
At least one of these is of long standing. It is that of
crass ignorance. It is still only too true thatthe greater
part of the Chinese beople know next to nothing about
Coristianity. Millions of them have not yet heard the
name of our Lord and Master. They know nothing about
God and His grace as manifested in the person of His
Son. It will not do for the Christian Church to forget
this fact. All thru the country there are thousands of
places to which the gospel message has not yet come.
One can think of hundreds of villages and hamlets in
Szechuan where Christ has not yet been preached.
These millions are yet untouched by the truths of the
gospel. They are a possible danger to the Christian
Movement and thev present a stupendous task to the
followers of Jesus Christ. Itis far too early for us to
cease the evangelization of thits part of China. It should
be possible for the Churches and the Missions to mske
plans for the heralding of the gospel to these untouched
millions.

INDIFFERENCE.

Anotherlarge class is composed of those who having
heard the message are still stolidly indifferent to its
claims. This class loomed large in the days of the
Empire and was the greatest obstacle to the missionary
forces. Since the beginning of the Anti-Christian
Movement, it is true to say that this group of people has
been considerubly lessened. Whatever that movement
may have accomplished. it certainly has waked uplarge
masses of the people to the fact that Christianity is here:
that it is here io stay, and that it can no longer be
neglected. Never before in the history of Christian
Missions has there been such concentrated study of
our religion. Many have enquired as to our motivesand
principies in order to be able to oppose them. Others
who, while quite friendly to us, but not ready to unite
with us, are open-minded enough to wish to know what
we represent, have been quietly reading the Bible and
other Christian literature. We need not in the near
future worry much about indifference.
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OPPOSITION.

Out of the ignorant and indifferent classes many
have been drafted into the ranks of our avowed oppon-
ents. The ignorant recruits know little if any more
about our ideals and doctriues than they did in the old
days. But they have been whipped into line by our
opponents and can shout as lustily as the bitterst enemy
of the Cross: “Down with the Christian Church.” Just
what that church is and does theyv are not clear; but
their voices help to swell the clamor against the Chris-
tian Movement. Because of their ignorance they con-
stitute a danger not only to the Christian Church but to
all sane and sound government. They are the people
who have been exploited by the Communists. The
Eldorado promised by the Reds lured them into their
ranks and they have served the purpose of these violent
agitators. It will take some time for them to wake up
and find how much they have beeun duped. Students
by the thousands have lent themselves to this
opposition. They have a smattering of learning that
has led them astrav from all hard studyv and the real
desire to know. Members of the literatl basing their
philosophy of life on the crass materialism of both East
and West are ;o be counted as among the opponents of
the Christian religion-—indeed, against all religion as a
system of thought based upon superstition.

LOYALTY.

Last, but by no means least in significance, comes
the class of those who under persecution and ostracism
have shown a deep seated lovalty to the religion of Jesus.
This has not been easy and it will not be easy in the
immediate future. Strong pressure has been brought to
bear on many Christians to forsake their faith and throw
in their lot with those who oppose the Christian Move-
ment., We do not lose sight of the fact that some have
capitulated and goneovertothe enemy, Butwe dowish
to bear testimony to those who have proved faithful.
And it is this group that is the social and religious salt
of China. Itis to these faithful witnesses that not only
the Church but the Government canlook with assurance
that they will be found on the right side in anv moral
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struggle that may come in the life of the nation. They
will learn the significance of the other three classes and
not cease until they have won them to loving loyalty to
Jesus Christ.

CHRIST AND CONFUCIUS.

“We have been hearing, not perhaps without a measure of
patience, that we must interpret Christianity in terms of Chinese
culture. There is a good deal in it. But what we really need
is a thorough nnderstanding of the teachings of Jesus, and a
direct experience of Christ, through a living of His kind of life.
The Christian message is clearly far above what Confucius can
offer and what his followers can give. Mankind wants God.
My personal opinion is that God can be found in clear expres-
sion only in the Lord incarnate, our Lord Jesus Christ. The
greatest task ahead, it seems to me, is a creating of the direct
experience of God through our faith in Christ. The Christian
message lies clearly in the definite faith in God as Father, with
whom His believing children can have personal communion
through the living of a life as exemplified in Jesus, a life of
moving and conquering love. It is clear that Confucius hasnot
given us a gospel, a simple yet magnificent gospel, of the love
of God the Father, who wants us all to be like Christ, and to
have the most abundant life, that eontains in it a wonderful
peace and joy and a contact with everlasting reality.”—-

T. C. Crao.
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LAUSANNE CONFERENCE

THE UNITY OF CHRISTENDOM AND THE RELA-
TION THERETO OF EXISTING CHURCHES

Yishop Headlam.

The subject on which I am asked vo address vou today is
The Univy of Christendom and the relation thereto of existing
Churches. It is, of course, somewhat difficult to decide what
the relation of existing Churches shall be to our future unived
Church until we have made up our minds on what lines the unity
of Christendom 1is to be attained. I believe that the ideal that
we have put before us is a unity which should have in it great
possibilities of diversity, but that unity is not to be a mere
federation, it is not to be a combination of different bodies
merely for the sake of efficiency : the unity of the Church as
3. Paul teaches us is a spiritual unity, a unity in Christ, a
sacramental unity, a unity built up on a divinely appointed and
divinely inspired ministry. Within this unity diversity might
be possible. I propose, therefore, first of all to sketch shortly
the principles of unity, and secondly the principles of diversity.

The anity of the Church must be a unity of faith, a unity
in the Sacraments, and a unity in the ministry.

First as to the unity of faith. This should be in words
which have alreadv been suggested, **The faith of Christ as
taught in Holy Scripture and handed down in the Apostlesand
the Nicene Creeds”. It is not the Creeds or the Seripture that
we believe in, but the faith that they teach, and thisisof extreme
importance, for it means that we are not committed to any
particular theory of inspiration, and we aceept the Creeds not
as infallible or inerrant or necessarily unchangeable documents,
but as the traditional expression of the faith in Christ. That
faith means the belief in God as revealed in Christ; it means
fundamentally the doctrines of the Incarnation and the Trinity;
it means that reality is expressed to us in the words God, Son,
Spirit, in the Life and Death, the Incarnation and the Atone-
ment of Jesus Christ.
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Just one thing more I would say, and I think it is funda-
mental. The same Council of Chalcedon to which we owe the
document we now describe as the Nicene Creed condemns, not
only those who reject that Creed, but also those who add to it
in any way. I cannot but think that many of the evils of
Christian disunion have arisen from the attempts that have
been made from time to vime to add vo that Creed. We should
unite on the fundamental revelation of reality which comes to
us in Jesus Christ, and not impose as in any way necessary for
salvation any further interpretations or elucidations.

Secondly, the union is to be a sacramental union, “In one
spirit are we all baptized into one body.” “We being many
are one bread, one body, for we are all partakers of the one
bread.” Now this unity in sacrament means the acceptance of
the sacraments and not of anv particular teaching about them.
For twelve hundred vears the Christian Church was satisfied
with that. There was much theologv on the sacraments, some
good and some bad. The traditional belief was enshrined in
liturgies which might still form a common basis of union. But
no particular acceptance of any theory was required or enjoined
or forbidden by the Church. T believe that that must be our
basis of union in the future ; we can unite in worship, we cannot
unite in definition. The future Church will look upon baptism
as the one means of envry into it: it will look upon the Holy
Communion as the great corporate act of worship; it will
endeavour to express its belief about these in the best way that
the revelation of scripture and theological thought has taught
it. but it will not impose as a condition of entrance into the
Christian society or of membership of it any particular belief
about the sacraments, nor will it prohibit any particular belief.
Bach worshipper will receive the sacrament with meaning that
he himself attaches to it.

Then thirdly, the union must be a union in ministry. The
Christian minister is not merely an official appointed for the
convenience of society. His appointment comes from God:
“God has appointed in the Church apostles, prophets, teachers.”
“The Apostles, the Evangelists, the Prophets, the Pastors and
Teachers” have received in a marked wayv the gifts of the splrlb
and that “for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ.” Nor have
I any doubt that this union in the ministry must mean the
acceptance of the traditional form of the Christian ministry,
the acceptance of Episcopacy and of Episcopal Ordination. It
is not my purpose at this time to discuss how that may be
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brought about ; I would only say this, that T do not think that
it is possible for any one Church to go to any other and say.
<Our Orders are valid, vours are not’. Tt is not possible for
them to say, “We have the succession. vou have not”’. The only
full and complete Orders would be those given in a united
Church, and because the Church is divided therefore all Orders
are irregular and no succession is perfect. The unity of two
branches of the Christian Church must come by each giving
wiat it can to the other in the ordination of its clerrr\

This, then, is our Christian unity, and I believe on this
basis a strong, elastic society would be built up allowing within
it for the manifold divergences which have come through the
different tvpes of human nature. The Gospel of Christ is far
deeper and fuller than anvthing which any one man or any one
nation can grasp. All the different nations and churches of
the world bring their honour and glorv to the building up of
the heavenly city, and if we attempt to impose upon the different
Christian societies an ordered uniformity, we will destroy much
life and the expression of new aspects of the Christian faith.

Tet us now pass to the problem of variety.

There are I think two separate problems. There is first
of all the relation to one another of the different Narional Chur-
ches. In most European countries there is an established
National Church with definite relations to the Government of
the country, often supported in some way or other by public
money. In some countries the National Church includes the
vast majority of the population. What is to be the relation of
vhese Churches to one another, and how far, if there were to be
full Christian unity between them, could thev retain their
distinctive customs, manner of worship, and religious teaching?
It is this problem that meets us most prominently in Europe.

Then, secondly, there is the problem which presents itselr
most prominently in America where there is no National
Church, but there are a vast number of separated Religious
Societies or Churches, often differing from one another in points
which seem to the outsider to be matters of slight importance,
but yet having their own independent traditions and life. How
far can these co-exist with one another, and in countries where
there is a National Church, how far can ther coexist with that
Church ?

I will speak first of the problems raised by the relations of
the different National Churches one to another. How far can
their individual usages and customs be retained ?

First. variety in worship. There are many different types
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of Christian worship existing in the world. There is the worship
of the Roman Churech, of the Greek Church, of the Anglican
Chureh, of the Lutheran Church, of the Presbyterian. In all
these I have at different times taken part. In all of them I
have received edification. They have graduallv been developed
corresponding to the aspirations of different sections of the
Christian society ; in their turn they have helped to mould the
character and temperament of nations. I do not think that
we can sayv that any one of them represents the perfect form of
service. We may nave our own particular desires depending
largelv upon habitv and custom, but what may appeal most to us
will not appeal in the same wav to others, and therefore T see
no reason why in the united Church these different forms of
service may not remain; although no doubt when the churches
are united together, each will learn from the other and there
will be more tendency to assimilation

In facy, already in the Church of England we have begun
to find that complete uniformity in worship is not attainable.
Particularly in the mingled life of our great cities the various
needs of mankind to be satisfied are far greater than any one
form of service can content. There are many who wish to
worship in different ways, and I do not know that the worship
of one is a deeper or more real expression of Christian piety
than the worship of another. The same diversity that exists
within the Church of England might be extended and exist in
vreater variety in the united Christian Church.

The secoud point will arise as to the particular confessions
of particular churches. What are we to sav to the Westminster
Confession or the Augsburg Confession or the Formula Con-
cordiae? It will clearly be necessary to have in any Christian
society other statements of the Christian faivh thanthe Creeds.
They alone are not suflicient to teach what Christianity is.
They concentrate the mind on the essential truths, they do not
explain those truths. Every church will need its catechism
for the instruction of the voung, it will need some manual or
book of directions for its clergy to tell them the lines on which
vhey should teach. The aspect of Christian truth presented to
us in England is.somewhat different to that presented in Germ-
any. It is not that the one is true and the other false ; it is
that thev are different interpretations of the one truth, and
vhat clearly must remain. 1f suddenly Christianity as taught
in England were to be taught in Spain. or the Christianity of
Spain be taught in England, it would mean something difficult
for those who heard it to understand. So 1 believe that for a
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time at any rave the different confessions of faith will continue,
but they will continue not as documents excluding from the
Christian society, but as manuals of instruction putting before
the clergy traditional lines of Christian thought and teaching.
No doubt each Church will learn from the other, no doubt these
formulae may gradually be modified, no doubt in time thev
mayv give place to some new manual of instruction, or some
new catechism putting the tradivional truths in a way more
suited to the change of thought of modern times, and to a united
Church. But that should be a slow process gradually going on.
We do not wish to say at once that these traditional types of
theological expression should be banished.

Then, thirdly, within the Christian ministry there may ve
different methods of expressing the relationship of the different
parts. It is not so much the adminisvrative unity of the ministry
or its aspect with regard to organization, but its spiritual unity
that is essential. Hpiscopacy may be autocratic, constitutional
or democratic. The authority given to the Christian congrega-
tion mayv varv. Different forms are suited to different stages
of eivilization or to different national temperaments. 1 donot
see that it is necessary for us to impose one particular form on
everybody. The tendency at the present day is to what is called
a constitutional episcopate, to emphasize the congregational
or the democratic elements. It has not always been so; it
might not always be so again. At any rate, what I am desirous
to saggest is that the adoption of Episcopacy does not mean
vhe adoption necessarily of one particular type.

Then, fourthly, the relation of the Christian Church to the
national life may vary very greatly, and I see no reason why
we should necessarily impose one particular type; and I think
that it is particularly necessary to emphasize this, for there is
great variety existing at the present time, and that variety
should not necessarily be changed. We have, for example, in
Scandinavian countries strong national churches in a close
connection with the State; we have in America a loose form
of establishment of all religious ideals; the attitude of the Church
of Rome towards the government has varied much in different
countries. I am not prepared necessarily to say that one
particular type of national church is necessarily the right one.
I have sometimes seen it suggested that the ideal put before us
by the English Free Churches should be considered the one
possible relation of Church and nation. Personally, I dislike
that ideal intensely. For me the building up of one national
Church in any nation in close union with the State seems the
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ideal to be attained. I have far greater sympathy with English
non-Conformity as a religions movement than asa pohbmal
movement. Bat it is not my business to discuss what should be
the relation of Church and State. What I wish to point out
is that each nation and each national church should be left free
to make its own arrangemeuts for the relation between the two
great societies in accordance with its own traditions and the
characteristics of irs people. .

So far I have been discussing the question rather from the
relation of national churches to the Christian unity ; but we
have to pass now to the consideration of those societies which
have organized themselves apart from national churches. I
should look forward to the unity of the Church finding its
natural expression ina local unity-of administration or organiza-
tion. That is to say, I believe that in some form or other the
Diocesan and Parochial systems which prevail in almost every
country of Europe should be the basis of Church life. Baut in
no times of z'eligious earnestness has that ever been quite
sufficient. In the 3iddle Ages we find the local organization
supplemented by the great monastic system, and a,lwa.vs there
have been religious societies within or without the fold of the
local church expressing different and sometimes intenser forms
of the religious life. Tv would be a grave misfortune to Christi-
anity if such variety should cease. The only thing that we should
demand is that these societies whether Anglican, Roman,
Methodist, or whatever they may be, should not call themselves
churches. And as T see it, the relation of these societies towards
the Church might take one of two forms. The one form would
be that represented at the present time by the position of the
Uniate churches in the Roman Catholic Communion. These
bodies have their own hierarchy, their own liturgies, their own
Canon Law, and they exist in the same locality side by side with
the churches of the Latin rite. I do not see whysucha variety
should not exist in our united Church. Quite clearly even if
there were to be unity between the Church of England and the
Chureh of Rome, those in England who have been in the habis
of using the Latin rite would not want to give it up. I can well
believe that other Christian churches existing at the present
time might like to organize themselves on the same basis. They
would have their own episcopate, their own properly ordained
ministers, in communion with the localized ministry, but adding
to the intensity and variety of religious life.

But there is another relatiouship which is possible. T can
well believe that these separate bodies might exist without a
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separate religious organizaticn of their own, as societies for
promoting relizious life: that I believe in some of the Sean-
dinavian countries is the relation of their free churches. Thev
have theirseparate religious life, but they have notv theirseparate
Communion service. They would communicate in their Parish
Church. The relutiouship of the Salvation Army might be the
same as the relationship of the Church Army. Methodist
societies might be religious societies in quite close unicn with
the National Church.

Leet us take some concrete instances.

First of all let us pictare to ourselves a country where
there is a Lutheran Episcopal Church, as the National Church,
with a considerable minority belonging vo the Orthodox Eastern
Church. Each of these has its traditional form of service, each
its traditional Church life. It would not be very easy for either
of them to change suddenly his ways of thought, nor can I see
any reason why they should change. We want them to be one
Church and not two, and that we should secare if their min-
istries were unified ; if Bishops from both Churches should take
part in all Consecrations, and perhaps also if, in the Ordination
of Presbvters, Presbyters from both Churches should take part.
They would unile in Svoodical meetings to discuss all those
matters which formed the common interest of both Churches,
especially the regulations as rezards religious education. They
would unite in solemn service from time to time, and where
necessity and occasion demanded the members of each would be
admitted to Communion at the altars of the other, bur they
would each live their own religious life and continue to ohserve
their own religious customs and methods of worship. No doubt
if thus united there would be considerable intluence from one
and the other. Each would learn from the other, and probably
the unity between the two would become greater, but I see no
reason at all why the two forms of worship should not go on
side by side.

Or again let us picture the wav in which religion might
organize itseif in England. We have a National Church, which
ministers directly to about half the populationand hasattached
to it by nominal ties a considerably larger number. We have
a body of Roman Carholics. about half a dozen considerable
Nonconformist bodies, and a very large number of smaller
sects. As regards the latter. it is not quite possible to say
whether, if there was a general move towards unity, they would
desire to retain a separate existence. Some would. some would
not. Some would probably be quite implacable. like the
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Plvmouth Brethren. Others would tend to be absorbed in larger
bodies. But there will always be separated bodies so long as
men think for themselves and think incorrectly. The Churches
we should be concerned with would be the Roman Catholic, the
Methodists (who will probably become a united body), the Con-
gregationalists, the Presbyterians. and the Baptists. I do not
know whether the Baptist Churches will ever desire or accept
unity. As regards the others, the Roman Catholics might well
continue as a separate body of Christiuns observing the Latin
rite, living side by side with those followi ng the Euvhsh rite.

The Bh'lopa of the two societies would mutaallv assist in Conse-
crations. 1 do not know whether the Methodists, the Con.

gregationalists and Presbyterians would care to have Bishops
of their own. They would I think tend to become, what they
really are to a large extent at present, religious societies
organized on a somewhat denocratic basis, supplementing the
religious life of the National Church and correcting ivs deficien:
cies. Only in the future they would do this in union with the
National Church and not in opposition to it. That would mean
that the ministries of these Churches would be Episcopally
ordaived, that thev would assist in Ordinations as Presbyters
of the Cliurch, that they would meet in Synods and Councils.
and that thev would communicate with one another. But they
would preserve each their own religious life and customs and
manner of worship. No doubt when once united together they
would tend to learn more from each other than they do a1
present. In some cases they might gradually approximate to
one another, but I doubt if that approximation would proceed
verv far. The form of worship and religious life which is
presented in Nonconformist Chapels in England malkes a definite
appeal to many persons and would remain as a permanent type
of religious worship.

As regards America, it is difficult for any one outside to
speak, but sometimes the observations of an observer looking
on are of value, and from such a point of view it would appear
that the one thing vhat is needed for that country is to construct
out of its vigorous but disorderly religious life an organized
terrivorial ministry, to build up a proper parochial system, as
the only method to prevent the overlapping of rival religious
bodies, and to secure that every person throughout the country
shall, if he claims it, have the ministrations of religion available.
I believe that if the principles of unity I have laid down were
accepted such a system would come verv quickly. No doubt.
especially in towns, it would need, as in England, to be supple-
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mented by greater religious variety. T imagine that America
would never have an Act of Uniformity. That a certain unity
having been secured, it would be left to each separate congrega-
tion to continue to develop its own life, only there would Le a
decided tendency for different forms of worship to approximate
to one another. The problem really in America is to create a
unity out of the great number of very varying religious bodies
which are vet nov separated from one anovher by any funda-
mental point of doctrine. Ounce grant unity and a sufficient
uniformity would be guickly developed.

I have endeavoured vo sketch out as well as I can what 1
conceive to be vhe proper relationship of the Christian societies.
Of course, anythinzg put forward must be vervy much in the air.
We do not know whether we arc going to unite or how we are
ooinz to unite, but it is important, I think, to have clearly
before us an ideal whicnh leaves great room for diversity and
variess. One thing only T would like to say in conclusion, and
that is thav a fuadamental postulate of our united Christianity
must be freedom and toleration. It seems strange that this is
a lesson very slowly learnt. It must mean freedom for those
who do uot care to join the United Church; it must mean
freedom within the Church for those types which do not have
anv desire to conform to the organized life of the National
Chareh; it must mean, above all, educational frecdom. Tt is
strange how difhcult people find it to learn these lessons. T am
shocked when I hear that only in recent vears in one country
the Roman Church has joined with the socialists to despoil a
Protestant Church of its building. T am equally shocked when
I hear that in another country a Protestant Church has joined
with the anti-clerical State to prohibit Roman Catholic schools.
I am shocked at the way in which modern liberalism has failed
to realize that educational freedom means freedom to teach
vour children vour faith as well as freedom from a State or
church imposing its creed upon vour children. It will be useless
and dancerous for us to build up any form of United Church
unless all alike, Romanist, Anglican, Protestant, Non-Con-
formist, have learnt the fundamental doctrines of Christian
liberty.

et i i e
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LAUSANNE CONFERENCE

THE UNITY OF CHRISTENDOM AND THE
RELATION THERETO OF EXISTING CHURCHES
by the Most Rev.

Nathan Soderblom, D. D.,

Archhishop of Upsala.

I.

Every manifestation of Christian unity, bevond the limits
of creeds and nationalities, points to the mysterious secret
communion with God and Christ of all believers. This unity
is not a fact proved by analvsis, but a subject for faith. The
intimacy of the union of the departed and now living Chris-
vians is seen through the picture of the body and limbs. The
oune holy Catholic and Apostolic Church is the bodx of Christ.
The Church even possesses a significance for the spiritual world,
‘“ito the intent. that now unto the principalities and powers in
heaveniy places be made known by the Church the manifold
wisdom of God” (Eph 3: 10).

Eveu Roman Catholic theologians, who are, by their Church
(Government, enjoined to be Thomists, and who therefore look
upon the first and second articles in the Creed of the Father
and the Son as the necessarv conclusions of common sense and
not strictly as matter for faith, regard however the third article
about the Spirit and the Church as a dogma of faith.

J1.

This Christian unity expresses itself through the love, the
faith and the organization of the Church.

How should fellowship around the Saviour express itself.
if not in love, according to His command : “Love one another”?

Deus et anima. God andthe soul. Noshing second, nothing
third. No third, Salvation and peace, or unrest and damna-
vion. Peace and trust in the proximity of God. Unhappiness
and unrest remote from God. So runs the one great question
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of life. Beside that all else becomes ' rustling, withered leaves.”
“What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul ?”

But salvation can never be indifferent to mankind. 1f one
persuades himself that he can win and enjoy peace with God
without troubling himself about the needs of his fellowmen.
then he is no Christian but a mystic, and he is a mystic of an
egoistical tvpe who finds bliss bevond good and evil. All the
greatest mvstics in different rehnon:. have laid stress on charity.,
the proof of love as at least a necessary preparation for the
meditative life and the blessedness of communion with, God.
And sher have afterwards controlled the value and truth of the
mystic experiences through the soul’s fervour or indifference
towards duty and the love of one’s neighbour as oneself.

Jesus is dangerously sharp and pungent, 2 masterly and
pepetrating mind. But Christianity is not an iumtellectual
aristoeracy. If ivis necessary to choose, then a simple c¢hildich
philanthropist, who issincere, warmhearted and selfsacrificing,
is far nearer Christianity than the most splendid misanthropist.

How shall Christians show their upity ? Perhups it is
reasonable to ask rather: How do Christians most clearly
show their Christianity ? Hereupon our Lord answers,
unequivocally in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 7: 16)
“Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes
of thorps, or fies of thistle? “He makes it clearer in Matt
7:21: «“Not everv one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord.
shall enter into the kinedom of heaven ; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven.” He makes the same clecar
point terrible in the parable of the last day, where not even the
moss rizid churchman nor he who is strictest in formulas and
forms of doctrine and constituvion can interpret away the
Saviour’s unpalatable work. Formulae or creeds or similar
subjecrs are not asked for, but simply: Have vou fed the bungry
and given drink to the thirstv? ¢“Inasmuch as ye did it not to
one of the least of these, ve did it not to me” (Matt 25 . 45).
Doubtless we come nearer to unity, if we more faithfully come
near to the Master, and in our life and conduct are inspired by
His Spirit.

In Stoeckholm two vears ago we were brought together by
Christ’s burning appeal to his disciples in singleheartedness to
satisfr the hungrv and help and comfort and not vo withdraw
ourselves but to fecl at one with the need of the race. For we
see that in the new conditions of our times, it does not suffice
to repeat only that which stands in the Seriptures, or to quote
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the Fathers of the Church from the first centuries till the Re-
formation in the sixteenth century and later, buv the principles
and spirit of the (fospels must be freely applied to the provlems
of our day, so that we becowe in a position vo obey effectively
Jesus” comwmand. Our fellowship i the Svockholin Conference
of 1925 was therefore a communio in serviendo @sumenica. Its
alm was not to manifest unity as such; vet, when we thick of
ourselves as sent, like our Saviour, *not to be ministerea unto
but to minister’, and when, in readiness for service, we come to
ask how wo cun scrve effectively, desiring no credit for ourselves
but seeking only the rignt way of helping others, then we do
find ourselves nearer to our Saviour and nearer to each other:
we do feel ourselves to be at one.

No one is likely to denv that for the Christian Church the
life and work of disciples according vo the Saviour’s command
and exampl> Is just as important as the confession of their faith.
Both are needed. in principle they ave one. Faith lies at the
root. Iv inspires life and word.

I1L

Love aud lile consequently lead us to belief.

In Stockhoim, during our delivera tions on the right way
in wiiich to serve God in our fellow creatures aud during our
common worship in God’s House, most wonderfully of all perhaps
during she High Mass in Engelbrek:, our spiritual unity was
revealed to us. What did this consist of ? Manyv participants,
from the Old and the New World alike independently of each
other, said: “We were brought together for Life and Work.
God’s Spirit was with us and overpowered us.” To the less
convinced also was revealed the Chureh’s unity round the
Saviour's cross. But this unicy, if we seek to find its nature,
was 1n principle faith, trust. That which united us in Svockholm
was our common faivh. This found expression in pravers and
hymns and psalms aud in the Church’s old Creeds. Grand,
venerable, glorious expressions. 3till none of these expressions
was such that it represented to the full the Spirit’s underlying
power. So closely are the two linked together, imitation and
confession, life and belief. A writer in the Svensk Teologisk
Kvartalsskrijt wishes to amend “Life and Work” to “Faithand
Work,” They are really not different, The disciples were sent
out according to the example of Christ and in His strength
ro help the suffering, to drive out evil spirits and to preach the
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Kingdom of Heaven. That went on, according to St. Mark’s
Tth chapter, for several weeks or months, and if we include St.
John, perhaps for some vears before Peter in answer to Christ’s
question announced for the first time the Chrisvian confession,
“Thou Jesus art the Christ.”

Without taking up at this point the discussion of the extent
to which will, svmpathy, knowledge and certainty are found in
Faith, we are all agreed that there is in Faith confidence,
reliance and personal trust. So far faith unites all those that
trust in God, and in Him whom He has sent, however different
the inner and outer manifestations may be of this belief, and
however different the theological forms for doctrine and dogma
may turn out to be.

Here lies before us surely a clear communion of all Chris-
tians.

{a) The communion is found in all Christian hearts. For,
to be a Christian means to believe in God for Jesus Christ’s
sake. However unlike the interpretation may be in the one or
the other, all Christians are united through their gratitude
that God, Jesus Christ, delivers them from sin and death.

(6) How does this faith and love for God express itself ?
Partlv its expression turns directly to God through praver,
party this love for God is exercised, as we have already shown,
through love to our neighbours. This love for God is proved
in life. If sincere it goes out to our fellow creatures. There 1is,
according to Jesus, no other fit wayv in which to show faith and
love for God except becoming, in His service, the servants of
our fellowmen.

In these two: the believing praver and love’s manifestation
in life, lies all that is contained in Christianity. The two are
one.

Belief, trust, has its immediate and necessary outlet in
prayer, in the heart’s perpetuval communion with God. Wor-
ship, intercession, thanks and praise and invocation have been
practised ever since the early Church, not only by the individual
in the closed room, but also by larger or smaller groups of the
Faithful in the sanctuary. When we sing the hymns in a
service, we do not always reflect that their composers during
their lives belonged perhaps to different communions or fought
against each other as heretics. When they worship the Highest
their differences and human limitations disappear. They are
one in the Church’s worship on earth, just as, immortalized,
they praise and worship in unison before the throne of God.

It was wonderful to witness during the Stockholm conven-
tion, how divine worship gathered together the spirits from
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different nations, confessions and tendencies.

The Bishop of Gloucester wristes about the Eucharist: «It
is easy for us to unite in worship, it is impossible for us to unire
in definivion, for no human language can be equal vo so great a
mvsgery.”

The great Orthodox theologian Nicolas Glubokowskij
reminded us during the Stockholm convention that doxa means
not only doctrine but also praise and worship. Orthodoxy thus
means right doctrine but also right praise. Thomas Arnold
was exact in observing that the Symbols of the Old Church
should be regarded in the same manner as the Te Deuwm, as
hymus of praise.

Theology must culminate in worship. For adoration of
God is inseparable from knowledge of God, from creed and
investivation of the mystery of salvation. Who more
beautifully than John Henry Newman has interpreted the
nobility of theology ? Language has few letters, just asthe scale
has few notes; but just as these notes can make a wonderful
harmony, so even the letters and sounds of language serve the
supreme purpose of expressing the Eternal.

It has been rather irorically said that if it is impossible to
read the Creed together, it can at least be sung. But herein
iies a deep truth. It is paganism and blasphemy to think it
possible to speak about God just as one speaks about geological
strata or species of animals in Madagascar or geometrical
figures or the successors of Alexander. Therefore are also
Christianity’s old confessions, according to vheir nature, at the
same time psalms and hvmns of praise. Do we not feel that
every time we read or hearthe Apostles’and the Nicene Creed ?
When the venerable Pavriarch of Alexandria read the Nicene
Creed in his own Greek tongue in Upsala Cathedral, did not
our hearts burn within us? Adolf Deissmann said that it was
ag if the metal of the old hard formula became molten and
liquid.

Go to the Scriptures. The composer of the 73rd Psalm
nearly loses his faith when he contemplates the iniquitous ways
of the world, but when he thinks of God’s power and becomes
aware of His proximity, he ends in worship just as Job does.
In the Epistle to the Romans, 9: 11, the Apostle broods over
the fate of the Israelites and the ways of God, but when he
penetrates deep enough into the problem, he bursts forth intoa
hymn of praise.

Therein lies an incentive to the difflicult task of reflection.
Unity must find its expression in clear, thoroughly thoughtout
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words, forms. The heart’s belief must, as with Peter and the
disciples, become a coufession. Professon Lyvder Brun writes:

“One can see Christian unity in the common worshiv orin
practical work as iv is done in the Life and Work movement
and as it was accomplished by the meeting in Stockholm in a
very promising wav. Buv both united worship in the intensity
of adoration and the practical treatment of the grest problems
of society bring us at the =nd back to the life of faith, which
also must trv to express itself theoretically through the work
of theology”.

Concerniny that theological expression of our Christian
faith and experience, one requirement appears to me to he
essential, and we might as weil divide it iuto two principles.
because two parties are concerned in religion, God and man.
revelation and faith. Christianity means a dramatic dialogue
between a me and a Thee, between the soul and its Creator.
between humanity and its God.

In stasing these two principles which are fundamentaliy
one and the same, I venture to use the letter written in 1922
by the Council of Swedish Bishops to the Conference of Bishops
in the Anglican Communion.

“As to God’s work and our knowledge of God and what
He has done for our salvation, “no ovher authority must be put
directly or indirectly above the apostolic word in Holy
Scripture, as the message preserved to us of the works of God
for the salvation of man in that history of salvation wherein
the all-commanding centre which evervthing else presages or
points back to is Jesus Christ. The prophetic and apostolic
message has sprung out of this revelation of God himself and is
itself a part of this revelavion. All later expressions of Chris-
tion faith, however great their value may be, are to be considered
onlv as more or less reliable guides to or, in the words of the
Formaula Concordiae, ““witnesses” of this revelation, witnesses
whose verdicts must alwavs be tested by the experience of the
Church and of the individual Christian, in the light of the
revelation itself, which is recorded, confessed, and interpreted
in the prophetic and apostolic message and is thus accessible to
us also.” :

The eternal will and purpose of God, His Work, His message
to humanity, His Liogos. was incarnated in Jesas Christ and is
to be incarnated through him in humanity and creation. But
that Word, or Logos of God had made itself known already
before Christ in various countries and various times, most
clearly in vhe sacred line of prophevic revelation to Israel.
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Therefore vhe classical documents which tell us about God’s
word, the Holv Scriptures, have a unique authority.

If we pass from she revelation of God to the reception of
that revelation by human hearts, we must state vhe fundamental
character of that reception, which is called faith.

“The revelation is throughout essentiunlly a revelation of
God’s prevenient and unconditional grace, precedent to and
independent of ail human endeavour, that is, a revelation of
the love of God which, while condemniug sin, searches for the
sinner and restores him with His forgiveness. \hat we want
to express by this is not only one, not even the most central,
of those Christian doctrines which have grown out of the divine
revelation, but the fundamental direction and meaning of God’s
whole activity for salvation, whereby He has revealed himself
to us and has, in spite of our sin, opened to us in Jesus Christ
His paternal bosom. The revelation has no cther meaning
that could be put on u level with this: evervthing else that we
derive from it is only a consequence of this. And when we
combine the Grace of God and vhe Faith of man in a close con-
nection, we mean only vo determine thereby more fully the nature
of prevenient Grace against all pelagianizing tendencies.

Faith means to us, not something which man has to de
that might precede and be a condition of God’s grave and remis-
sion of sins, but faith is only that organon leptikon which is
received by man: out of the revelation of God’s love in Christ
Jesus our trust in this love is born and by thas it is sustained.
The new moral life is a fruit of this communion with God,
which has been opened to us independently of any work of man”.
Faith means to the Christian religion not a human praetandum
or one of the human praestanda for receiving Geod's grace,
through Word and Sacraments, but faith means the faet that
man raceives God's grizz, and that fact itself is a work not of
man but of God's merey.

It is obvious that those two principles are in reality one
single fundamental principle, that must find its full expression
in the creed and doctrine of a united Church.

IVv.

If we proceed from the creed to chureh organization and
order, the first and last condition for unity is the clear
ackhowledgment that the order of the Church has one unique
purpose, that is to bring God’s revelation to man and to foster,
maintain, strengthen, educate and develop faith. The only



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 21

raison d’étre of church organization as a divine work in history
is to bring the good tidings of God and His work in Jesus
Christ into the souls of men. All that is meant by church
organizavion, order and constitution has a single purpose
in that the Church, through God’s Word and Sacrments,
carries the mystery of salvation to the hearts of men and
edacates them. Different forms have evolved. But as long
as the above-mentioned purpose is kept well in view, there
exists a profound unity in spite of the differences. Here
again I mayv be allowed to quote some extracts from a declara.
tior of the Swedish Church Commission of 1911.

#The object of auy organization and of the whole ministry
is included in the preaching of the Gospel and the administra-
tion of the sacraments,—according to the fifth article of the
Augustana, God has instivuted “ministerium docendi evangelit
et porrigends sacramenta.”

Clearly it is thus indispensable that there should be a
ministry and a church ordanization. The Gospel requires it.
And our Liord himself gathered such an Ecclesia in the group
of His apostles, to whom He entrusted the future of His work.
and to whom He promised the Holy Ghost to continue His teach-
ing and leadership in His Church.

V.

In order to describle the general attitude of the different Chris-
tian communions towards the unity which I have tried to sketch,
it will be necessary to distinguish between the soul and body of
the Church. The soul is, of course, the divine inspiration
conveved to the Church by the mediation of the Holy Spirit
throug Word and Sacrament and the reception of God’s revela-
tion through faith. The body is the system of creed, doctrines,
rites and institutions of all kinds, which serve as channels or
means or vehicles of God’s grace. Here we find three general
answers to the question about unity in Creed and Order. I
venture to call those three positions (1) Inssiturionalism, (2)
Spiritualism, and (3)Incarpationalism. Termsare dangerous,
especially if they are used in order to denounce ideas that we
do not accept. Therefore it is by all means necessary to aefine
such general names as Institutionalism, Spiritualism and
Incarnationalism.

(1) Certain groups regard their own formulas and their own
church organization as necessary for unity. OCertainly Rome
recognises unity ouly in this way, that all Christians acknow-
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ledge the Holy Father’s absolute authority, as it is formulated
at the present day by the Vatican Council. Likewise certain
bodies in KEvangelic Christendom and even in the Greek
Orthodox Church, set forth an analogous demand : “Come to us.
we have evervthing prepared and clear. Unity can only be
attained when all the others accept our doctrine and order.”
The body is a complete system.

(2) The second principal group is composed of certain
groups to which differences are more or less indifferent. Alles
Pergangliche ist mur ein Gleichnis. Religion is spiritual.
When the Spirit is present, nothing more is required. Why
then demand conformity in doctrines and forms? Is it not
enough that we all love Christ and wish to follow after Him
and obey God’s holy will ?

(3) The third group emphasized as against the first, that
religion not only and essentially is a body. a fixed form. a
doctrine, a hierarchy, but primarily a sounl, a spirit. It is
emphasized as against the second group. that for us in this
earthly existence every spirit must receive bodihly form, be
incarnated in words, in deeds, men, institutions, doctrines and
forms of service in order to become active and lasting.

Religion has both bodv and soul. The question becomes :
to what extent is similarity in the body and soul of religion
nesessary in order to bring about church unity? That is for
us in our communion the main thing, and, T venture to suppose,
for many of our brethren of other communions also, both
Orvhodox and Evangelical. We do not demand submission
to a common, external church authoritv. We do not
demand conformity in the presentation of doctrine. We
allow a manifold unity. We do not think that the Church is
served by uniformity. Such a similarity does not belong to
the ideals of church history.

But on the other hand, we cannot he indifferent to the
forms that belief and worship and the Church possess, for we
understand the necessarv connection between body and soul,
between the spirit and its manifestation. We demand a form.

Here 1 conclude with two statements :

(a) We can highly value a certain form of the ministry aud
of the Church and do evervthing in order to maintain and .
propagate it, but at the same time we are not-bound to consider
it as pecessary in principle for church unity. Here again T
venture to quote our Swedish Church Commission of 1911.

“That doctrine in no wise makes our Church indifferent
to the organization and the forms of ministry which the crav-
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ings and experiences of the Christian community have produced
under the guidance of the Spirit in the course of history. We
not onlv regard the peculiar formsand traditions of our Church
with-the reverence due to a venerable legacy from the past, but
we realize in them a blessing from the God of history accorded
to us.”

(b) The only wav for us to decide what part of formulated
doctrine and church organization is necessarv for unity. is to
consider its ability to bring the supernatual divive content to
man, society and mankind.

“No particular organization of the Church and of its
ministry is instituted jure diwvino, not even the order and
discipline and state of things recorded in the New Testament,
because the Holr Scriptures, the norma normans of the faith
of the Church, are no law, but vindicate for the New Covenant
the great prineiple of Christian freedom, unweariedly asserted
by St. Paul against every form of legal religion, and applied
with fresh strength and clearness by Luther. but instituted by
our Saviour himself, as, for instance, when in taking farewell
of His disciples He did not regulate their future work by a
priori rules and institutions, but directed them to the guidance
of the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost.”

Such a principle makes the task more complicated and
difficult. But we must not shrink back from difficulties. Dif-
ficulties are there in order to be over come. The bliss of church
unity is great enough to demand the price of our patient and
prayerful consideration together in order to distinguish what
is necessary and what is, in different situations. useful and
important in creed and order.

A MESSAGE TO CHINA'R YOUTH

TrawstaTtep By L. T. Caex

1. Those who hold political power and those who command
military forces in China should note that the disorders and
dissensions of the country have reached their limir. Such a
state of affairs this generation probably could not have helped
but it is imperative that we should not fail in our responsibility
towards our posterity so that-they may be blessed with better
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days. The vouth of today is the lifestock of the future. Unless
the\ are led to a new way of life and are fired with a new zeal
thev will be swept back and forsh by the waves of meaningless
politics with the result, on the one hand, that the period of life
best suited for study and preparation is idled away and un the
other that their character is branded with heartless cruelty.
the while bequeathing to society an unwholesome environment.
Later in life if their activities shoaid further sow the seeds of
countless erimes then the destruction of the Chinese race is a
foregone conclusion.

But how are the yvouth to be saved at present ? To guice
them or to undertake other things are both equally presum-
ptuous. But who is there today who is assuredly on the right
track and who is not guilty of wrong speech ?

The whole country is now torn by factions. The so-called
leaders are constantiy engaged in attacks and are jealous of one
another so that the youths who assert themselves could scarcely
escape taking side either with the one or the other, only to find
themselves in a blind alley after having pledged their allegiance.
It looks as though the quest for a leader of trustworthy judg
ment and invrinsic power is doomed to failure at the moment.
That being the case, what the students should do for the time
being is to give no heed to political squabbles but bend every
effort to studv in the hope that they may discover new light
through learning. Tf they could only be calm in action as well
as in speech not only much of the disorders now will be diminis-
hed but also their useful energy will be conserved for the future.
Coming to their senses in a vear or two they will regain their
peacerul spirit and discover the right wav for future progress.
I therefore hope that those engaged in political struggles today
will bear in mind three things; (1) That they will not again
stir up those kinds of selfish and misdirected manifestations
glorified in name as “vouth movement” which are really used
merely to further personal interest. (2) That at the present
our intellectual powersare meagre and superficial; the individual
judgment of any one man is not altogether trustworthv. This
is an era when politics are in a muddled state and sociery is
lost in tumuly ; there is call for conservation in every difection.
The only way to conserve our vouths lies in peace. Its secret

Note: This is the preface of Tai Cei-tao’s lavest book entitled “The
Road for Youths” written in December 1927. Mr. Tai is a son-
in-law of Dr. San Yat-sen and is Director of the Proparanda
Bureau of Kuomintang. He is often referred to as the St. I’anl
of the Nationalist Party. L. T. C.
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of suceess is to withhold them from the arenas of sutruggle.
By so doing we shall avoid serious mistakes. (3) That the pro-
gress of education should be strictly sufe-guarded so that scien-
tific education may advance and the vouths may be trained for
industrial undertakings. One is a creditable revolutionist in
public life only when he is productive as individual. If one and
all could hold fast to vhese principles, we will contribute infin-
itely to the future welfare of the people. As a minimum goal,
we should place education on a truly sound basis within the next
three to five vears or else the calamity which ravaged the last
days of Ming Dynasty is upon us.

2. Those who are now pursuing learning in schools should
know that during tvhe past few years, Chinese thought has
taken a gigantic stride forward. I refer to the fact that we
have learned that the principles enunciated by Dr. Sun ave
correct and unmistakable. The way he pointed out to us is safe
and sound. Any one disbelieving them is a willing vicvim of
the treacherous evils of the devil, and subjects himself to
suffering and involves society in misfortune., What are these
prineiples taught by Dr. Sun ? Of course, Sanminism, the essence
of which iz the urge for public weal and the advancement of
civilization. To attain this end, the first prerequisite is the
recovery of the nation’s morality ; the second, the acquisition
of western scientific knowledge. In this task of reconstructing
Chira’s civilization by meaus of science the ground work has to
be done in one’s student davs.

But how is national morality restored? Briefiv it involves
the following elements. (1) fidelity and filial piet¥. (2) sympathy
and love, (3) faithfulness and righteousness, (4) harmony and
peace. On all these Dr. Sun has already dwelt at great length
in his book. Suffice it to sav that we should know elearly that
China’s disorders todav are due to the lack of progress in
material civilization on the one hand and the decline of moral
concepts on the other. The importance of the moral problem
can be driven home by a discussion of the underiving principles
of People’s Livelihood which are the equalization of Jand own-
ership and the regulation of capital investments. The moral
basis of the first is that “all under heaven should work for the
common good.” This applied to the individual means diligence.
If ome is not willing to work for the common good at the
sacrifice of personal interest, how can there be revolution ? The
moral basis of the second is the negation of human desires,
among which the strongest are hunger and sex. All human
activities are attributable to these desires. If these are not
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held in restraint, to sav the least, one’s health is impaired.
What can one do in the revolution without good health ? On
the other hand, if 2 man can bridle his desires in all habits of
life, especially in sex relations, according to scientific principles,
vhe least we may expect is that he will not be a social nuisance.
Such ideas are never talked of in recent yvears but it should be
known that they are fundamental to human conduct. One must
first achieve a good character before one may consider undertak -
ing revolutionary work for society and for the world. If a man
is possessed of selfishness and allows his desires to be guided by
emotional dissipation, not only will his own life degenerate
with the passing of time but in turn he will also cause society
to degenerate still further. How can he undertake any con-
structive work ?

3. During recent years China has made some progress,
but all at too heavy cost. The two sides of the account do not
balance. For this, of course those engaged in the revolutionarv
movement in the early davs are to blame. But how can this
responsibility be distributed ? To simplify the process, I would
do it on the supposition that the higher position one holds the
greater his blame and responsibility. At this thought I have
often broken into a cold sweat from shame and fear and lain
awake at night conscience-stricken. But on the other hand, 1
have also thought that the fact that I have this discomfiture of
heart is because of mvcraving for knowledge. As my knowledge
increases and my experience widens, I am able to recognize my
mistakes of the past the more clearly. My heart trembles
when I think of whav T did and spoke in view of our people’s
suffering today. This feeling of moritification becomes unbear-
able when voung students compliment me. In their presence I
could only suffer the bitterness of suppressed tears. As to why
old comrades in the revolutionary movement have failed in
constructive achievements, the facta, in my recollection, fall in
t0 two main divisions.

a. Like the youths of today the revolutionaries of our
generasion lived mostlv a d1551pated life. Although conditions
were not as bad as todav vet the moral mﬁuence surrounding
them and their personal conduct were in the main not of the
best kind. The mere fact that all of us, in the vicinity of forty
vears of age are failing in health and v1ta.11tv is proof that we
did not keep ourselves under discipline. Strlctly speaking it
is universally recognized that only after a man has passed thirty
can he be considered as having had adequate training and
sufficient experience, and only after fiftv may one be considered
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mature. If those in public life, especially in the wake of the
revolution should show signs of debility at forty, society shall
never be reconstructed ; it will forever remain in a whirlpool
of perils. ILook at the men of the Reformation in Japan.
Except those whe died in the undervaking, all who have survived
are now in excellent health at the age of seventy or more. Good
health is their primary asset to success. That they have good
health is due vo (1) the vivality of racial stock and (2) their
strics discipline of mind and body beginning in childhood.
Therefore, they could be earnest in effort, resourceful in endeavor
and persevering in spirit. We should recognize the fact that
life under twenty-five is good for education and training ; be-
tween twenty-five and thirty-five is the period of practice. Only
after thirty-five vears of age is one able to undertake independent
xeaponSbehtv Given a capacity for continuous work for thirty-

five vears, thereafter one will have accomplished much when
the 1nﬁrm1ty of age sets in at seventy. Through his accomplish-

ments numerous vouths could have been trained for the future.
But if a man is debilitated at the age of forty. his activities
afterwards can not be vigorous, and no one can succeed in
anything while suffering from mental and physical deterioration.
The consequence of his personal failings is the placing of hin-
drances in the way of those whom he precedes. What has been
said is not only true in economic and political developments
but it is infinitely more true in the pursuit of learning. Under
thirty one could barely lay the foundations of learning ; after
that age one will be able to undertake original studies or make
new discoveries. What a loss to society if one should die or
decline immediately after the completion of his education:
Young men, if vou are persuaded that this is the fundamental
cause of the failure of the constructive efforts of the revolution
be warned that vou do not follow the same trail. Make haste
to build up your mind and body. To accomplish this. three
things are necessary: first, physical culture ; second, personal
hvgicne ; and third, moral character. These words of mine
are the results of bitter experience. My life is a testimony to
their truth. If you listen to my advice one may safely takean
optimistic outlook for our people’s future.

b. The next thing is scholarship. The early revolutionists
despised learning altovether too much. Consequent]v forty
years of revolumon there are few among us who could be called
scholars. Specialists in education or art or industry are not
even heard of. When there is a lack of leadership to such a
degree what hope is there for reconstruction? In recent vears
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we have all become insane, behaving like drunkards and taking
the voung people with us. But now we realize that without
real ability not a single constructive undervaking can succeed.
In this book of mine I have dwelt on the question of study
mostly. The fact that I refer to the pastin such scathing terms
should not be interpreted as throwing mud upon our colleagues.
My hope is that by impressing upon vou the fact that all the
failures in the past are due to our negligence of study and the
consequent lack of learning in us, vou might all be spurred to
strive for learning and to acquire love for vourself and for
ovhers. As things stand today not only one will look in vain
for a conssructive policy but even if such a thing were available
the majority of us would not have the wisdom to see it. we
are more able only to call a thief, father. Tgnerance breeds
foolishness. No foolish people can produce worthwhile things
Young men, now is your opportunity !

4. Now what I particularly want the voung to note is that
in working among the masses you should proceed along truly
constructive lines. For instance, in working among farmers
let vour objective be agriculture; in working among laborer:.
let vour objective be industry ; likewise with merchants. Any
activity which does not look forward to the development of
industry is foreign to genuine revolution; fer revolution aims
at producing life not killing it. It is serious business not
mockery. Mock revolution is by far a greater sin than either
Imperialism or Militarism. For the activities of imperialism
are not without a measure of constructive value in material
progress and even the militarists, if they are firmly established,
can give security to a people who care only to exist undisturb-
ed. But mock revolution does not even have the semblance of
creditable results; it merely destroys life and paralvzes
productivity.

There are many people in our country who have recently
returned from Russia after receiving a smattering of an educa-
tion in communism. To these I would offer mv earnest advice
that they should clearly distinguish China, a weak nation for
more than a thousand years, from powerful Russia, China with
limited territory and a dense population, from Russia with
extensive territories sparsely populated, China lacking i
scientific development from Russia with an educational
backeround of European civilization for several hundred vears :
and finally, they must distinguish between an old country with
a civilization of four thousand vears, and Russia whose people,
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the Slavs, have come under the influence of civilization only
within comparatively recent vears. In view of these many
differences, the life of the Chinese people should never be used
as a test to distinguish between gold and stone. Look at the
rise and fall of dynastic changes in the past, especially the
gruesome conditions during the last days of Ming Dynasty.
By disrupting the moral foundation of Chinese society and
upseiting the social life of the people you could easily reproduce
those days.

Furthermore it should be clearly understood that the
movement against communism is not the reaction of conserva-
tism but the effort of life itself. It is not a false but a genuine
manifestation of social vitality, a remonstrance against the
frivolous and dissipating vouth. There are many among the
vonthful followers of Marx and members of the Communistic
Party who truly love the common people, but their energy is
misapplied and their objective misplaced. It is truly pitiable
that because of one error in thought all their good intentions
have brought only evil. 3ay I urge that we make a realistic
study of the historical antecedents and consequences of the
Russian Revolution which clearly proves the failure of Com-
munism and given reasons to believe in the success of San-
minism ? Never again should we fall under the spell of mis-
chievous propaganda. The shore we seek is not far distant,
strive for self-realization. Following the light of scientific
knowledge, actual experience let us build up a country whose
society is truly based upon Sanminism, so that China may be
spared a fearful calamity and we may develop abundant
life energy.

5. I now bring to the attention of the voung men today
the following suggestions in the hope that they may rise above
vheir prejudices and accept these as the one true way for saving
one’s self and others:—

@. Students in primary and middle schools should not
enrol as members of any political party, nor should they
participate in any gatherings or clubs of a political nature.
This is a fundamental safe-guard for the life of nationhood.
If it is sin to induce youths of undeveloped mentality and
immature judgment to believe in religion it is even a greater
sin to induce them to join a political party.

b. Students of professional schools, of universities, may
enrol in political parties buv their motive for so doing must be
pure, otherwise, they should not do so, for this is a matter
of life choice. If a false step is made here, it would involve life-
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and long suffering. Furthermore, it should be remembered that
student has a special duty, He should not accept a political
appointment or anything similar to it. At this stage of
political development, when politics are confused to the
extreme, to serve in the government and to study at the same
time would tend to corrupt student life and throw the school
into an unstable position. -At the same time government
authorities should recognize that the sanctity of education and
the safeguavding of student liberty is essential for conserving
the life energy of the nation in the future. When the crimes
of one generation are made immune to the next, it is a very
great thing for the preservation of the people and the country.

I have dwelt on these points in order that we may be
reminded that the life of mankind as well as the pation goes on
for thousands of vears. The duration of one decade may
witness the rise and fall of many men and tlic duration of one
century may witness the rise and fall of manv nations. As
political parties are but the grouping of individuals and the
miniature of a country, they will naturally also be subject to
tlie common destinies of human life. In casting our lot with
this socio-political revolution we should constantly bear in
wind our respounsibility to the people and the country in order
that we may never loss sight of what we strive for.

Moreover, we should remember that our party iscalled the
People’s Party of China. If we should forget the people and
Chinaand remembered only the party we should be guilty of a
very serious offence. In times past our businessmen concerned
vhemselves with business only, and our students with their studies
ounly, paring no attention to the affairs of the people or the co-
untry. Consequently, the very life of our country was a thing to
be tossed about in the hands of the militarists. Similarly if
sitose of us engrusted with the tremendous responsibility of
national revolution should be concerned with the interest of
the party instead of that of the whole nation not only should
we fail to save the country, but even the fouudation of our
party would become shaken. Let it be recognized without fail
that the spirit of universal love applied equally to the country,
the people, mankind and the world is the very soul of a political
party ; should this soul be lost the party would be dead.
Nowadays, the cry, “Save the Party” is slowly arising. Such
calls have a pathetic note in mv ears. It seems that they are
the cries of a deranged person on his deathbed. Those pleas
having to do with personal gains are of course even more
despicable. Pure and untainted youths: This is the time when
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vou should stand firm and hold fast to your purpose lest you be
swept off your feet by the lustful storm. Ounly then can vou
truly give aid to the ‘people of vour country.

\1v words proceed from the depth of my travails and
sufferings. Bverv letter of them is the revelation of honest
trach. If they could put vou on the highway to wholesome
development, not only should I be happy but the whole country
will have infinite jov. My earnest hope is that from now on
we should all be humble and ealm, helping one another in self-
realization and bearing one another’s burden. No longershould
we organize ourselvesfor purposes of antagonism, merelv because
we have learned a fow meaningless slogans. As to extreme and
heartless methods never, never should we have recourse to them.
They would sow seeds of evil. Ispecial care should be taken
that we should not be thrust invo the seething whirlpool of
either utilizing others or allowing ourselves to be used by them.
In discussing a school of thought and in studying a set of
problems you should especially be peaceful and truvh-seeking.
Avoid blind obedience as well as unreasonable opposition. At
all times you should keep a heart like the white sun in the blue
sky. Fix your goal for vears to come and strive for it with a
dauntless spirit. In trving to be a man one has to settle the
question first whether he would live for himseif or for others.
If one’s zeal for the public can not overcome the interest for
self, one should never bid for public offices where he would lead
the life of a hvpocrite. As a dutiful citizen one could always
earn a comfortable living. If one must enter the political
stage, then let him give up his greediness -and hatred, always
having at heart the welfare of the people and the country.
This is the way to save one’s self and one’s country.

IN HOC SIGNO VINCES.

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of
Glory died, my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt
on all my pride. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in
the death of Christ, my God ; all the vain things that charm
me most, I sacriﬁca them to His blood. See from His head.
His hands, His feet, sorrow and love low mingled down : did
e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich u
crown ? Were the whole realm of nature mine, that werea
present far too small; love so amazing, so divine, demands my
soul, my life, my all.
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THE LATE DR. J. H. MBCARTNEY OF CHUNGKING.

With the “*home going” of Dr.J. H. Mc¢Cartney of Chung-
king a great man passed away in Israel and a great missionary
went to his reward.

He was great in every sense of the word: he had a big
heart. a clearintellecy, a rare sense of duty, a very high devotion
aud an unsurpassed industry. An American first and last, proud
of his flag, ever ready to defend his country’s reputation or
interests, he was at the same time a true cosmopeolitan. He
loved all men. The world outlook was his in no ordinary degree.
The passion of his life was service to all, deserving and undeserv-
ing. Christ’s love of humanity possessed him, body soul and
spirit. Every ambition he subordinated to the saving of souls.
All his powers he methodically and ardently used to this end.
His constant radiancy, his readyr hospitality, his native com-
monsense, his pungent advice, his unfailing application-——who,
that ever saw him, can forget 7 Here one felt was a man indeed,
a missionary of the first order.

He was a native of Girard, Ohio. After graduating at the
Medieal School of Western Reserve University, he came to
China under the American Methodist Episcopal Mission in the
autumn of 1890. The Board rightly judging the moral calibre
of this.yvoung doctor sent him to the far West of China, then
only opening up medically and requiring men of unflinching
courage to conquer the difficulties that lax ahead.

Fortune favored him in the presence there of Mr,and Mrs,
3. Lewis. From the first they took home to their hearts this
optimisic medico and his wife. = ln them he found the needed
counsel a young missionary requires in his early days and every
encouragement to carrv out his forward and daring proposals.
The resuls was immediate, even electric in its success. The
unheard of cures he made in Christ’s name and the good he did
spread far and wide. A delicate eye operation particularly
helped to establish his reputation. He told Mrs. Lewis he was
certain he could perform it successfully. But certain persons
were adverse to his making the attempt, presumably lest failure
might disparage the work, He was too young, they thought.
Then, dont be afraid” counselled his friend, “show them you
can do it.” '
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Dr. McCartney was not the first doctor ir Szechuan. One
or two Brisish doctors were ahead of him, but he was the founder
of the first hospital in Szechuan, and therefore the first solely or
regular practitioner. It was a one story institution, built on
the covtage plan. The accomodation speedily proved inadequate.
Another larger but compact building of three stories and base-
ment took irs place. The doctor built this entirely from funds
raised by his own energy. No appropriation for it was made
by the Society.

After the first two vears he became self-supporting. The
acceptance of the post of Port Doctor to the Custows made this
possible. Thereafter. unless when he went on furlough, he nor
his work cost the M.¥.). one cent.

A hard blow fell on him in the death of his devoted wife.
People at home little realize the full cost of missionary work :
they know not the weariness and tears it often calls for. They
who preach the Cross have to go forward by the way of the
Cross.  With his two motherless children he had to face again
duty and work. But that grave meant no going back. It rather
spurred on to a deeper consecration and a holier zeal for it
signified the pledge of «piritual success.

The passing of time made this known. His usefulness and
fame increased. The Lord was with him. To the brizhtening
of his home life came Miss ~. E. Kissack, a Canadian nurse,
whome he married in 1896. It- was an ideal union. He found
not only a wife a sweet counsellor but a true helpmeet peculiarly
fisted to assist him in his deeds of mercy. Hisfame asa surgeon
grew rapidly. ‘‘Mac” was the one the foreigners trusted when
the knife was necessary. He was the man the other surgeons
must consult or seek assistance from in delicate or severe opera-
tions. His breezy manner was itself a tonic. His buorancy
brought patients through that all his drugs could not otherwise
reach “You do not need my medicive for yvour stomack”, he
told a patient long before the advent of our dentists. “you nced
a mew set of teeth to chew vour food properly.” He was a born
physician. Few had the penetratwe commonsense thas served
him so well. He got in behind the symptoms and saw what
exactly was to be done or wherein the patient could work out
his own cure as if he did it all by intuition.

There ismno exaggeration in saving that he constantly did
the work of three men. How he managed it let the other doctors
tell. But he did all well. He installed a pumping plant for
the hospital. He put in electric light. He ran an opium refuge.
He founded the Chungking Red Cross Society. He introduced
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an ice making machine. He owned the first motor launch in
West China. He hung the first chureh bell in the province.
Last but not least, he opened a foreign drug svore.

This last venture became eminently lucrative. His profits,
be it noted, he turned over vo the general work of his mission.
These for a long time, averaged $5000. per vear; and during
vhe last five vears he served the Society, $12000. per year. The
good this did, for instance, in releasing monies to open outsta-
tions space forbids enumeraving.

The zeal of the practice of the Christlike life and the
making known of the message of pardon and redemption ate
him up. The gospel was not neglected in his hospital. He had
of times to mourn, like the rest of us, over the treachery or failure
of some he had trusted, yet he in no way let that hinder his
faith. He ceased not to publish in his wards the story of the
Redeemer’s love.

Inevitably, Satan could mot let such a servant of Christ
alone. Like others in true apostolic succession the doctor’s
troubles came from the least expe-ted quarters—came from
within—from certain *Christian” brethren. Such naturally
were the hardest to bear. Young recruivs, skilled in higher
eritic methods, began whispering, questioning, flaw-picking,
wire-pulling—everything but praving for him and the doctor’s
sensitive soul felt all this acutely.

Their complaints analyzed, appeared to be (1) that he could
conceive and carry through a piece of work before it occurred
to them to call a committes meeting about it. Which was very
unbecoming and illogical on his part. The ‘‘talkee, talkee” not
the work was the essential thing. (2) He took too much upon
himself like Moses. (3) He did not coddle his natives enough ;
where they rejected the gospel he was too apt to remind some
that then there remained for them nothing but the inexorable
law.

To any sane person these supposed delinquencies really reco-
mmended the man. Thev were actually turning his very virtues
into seeming faults, attacking the qualities in him which pre-
cisely made him great. Was it not ludicrous to find Americans
attacking one of their own countrymen for having too muck
hustle, for accomplishing a record output of work aud for having
the strength of character to overcome what undeniably is a
peculiar besetting weakness of U. 8. A. men and has done more
harm to the success of Christian work than anything else ?

Had it been only these active opponents he had to consider.
he should have gone on his way undisturbed. But it chanced
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that Dr. 3. Lewis and Dr. J. Beech, his staunch supporters.
were temporarilv absent and when two men he considered his
friends selfishly elected to assume a neutral astitude, he grew
weary of it all and sent in his resignation. This perhaps was
» mistake as much as when the noble Dr. Livingstore and Mrs.
Livingstone were stung by waspish criticism into making a
decision aguainst their better judgement that she should return
to Africa. The end in both cases wastragedy. Mrs. Livingstone
died soon in the swamps, leaving the African hero broken
hiearted for life; and the M.E.M. lost the services of this out-
standing servant.

It has vet to be explained satisfactorily why the M.E.M.
suffered this missionary of twenty-five vears standing to quit
the service. Their action offered another instance of some of
the almost unbelievable things Mission Boards can be led into
doing. During his period of work with them 13,800 patients
had passed through his wards; nearly half a million outpatients
had been treated in the Mission dispensary,; and he had per-
formed between nine and ten thousand anaesthetic operations.
This, the finest surgeon in West China, if not in all China. the
man with so manv God-given gifts and graces, called and chosen
by the Holy Spirit for their work in Szechuan and who had
labored so self-sacrificingly they simply allowed togo; hisfree
running hospital to close and the vearly income he brought te
the work to lapse!

What exactly Dr. McCartnev’s work meant in the early
vears to us up-country workers will never be estimated. Pre-
judice was then everywhere strong against the foreigner. We
were accused of all sorts of -unnatural crimes. The officials
often prompted or encouraged anti-missionary agitation. Many
places had never seen the bhlear-eyed barbarians. We were
alleged to possess occult powers in an uncanny degree. Our
presence was to be shunned, our going anywhere tarred if
possible. It was no unusual experience for us to be cursed,
jostled, stoned or hustled unceremoniously out of cities and
market towns. We of course. had to take all this in the day’s
work but the knowledge that the Chungking base, by the work
of Dr. McCartney and others, was being rendered safe'for us in
case of a forced retreat helped us to cast off undue worry. Where
these good Samaritans were creating a new feeling for foreigners.
ther were preparing, at least, a safe exit for us in case of
emergency. And where reports of what they were doing circulat-
ed up-country scowls gave place to smiles, brickbats to open
doors,—we therefore cotld not forget him.
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The Chinese gave him a tremendous send-off. At Shanghai.
where word of his quarter of a century’s work had preceeded
him the American Community feted him royally. We knew
this comforted and cheered the doctor and his good helpmeet
not a livtle.

On his return to Chungking he set himself with all his usual
mental and physical vigor to perform an indeperdent work.
He rented a drug and general store at the Taiping Gate. Here
he conducted a dispensary each morning. His old dusies of
Port Doctor again devolved upon him. The city people, miss-
ionaries and outsiders could not do without him. He was the
kev man somehow. Eversbody had a cheery word for him and
he for evervbody. His home was open to all comers. Consuls.
merchants, missioparies and natives dropped in to him for
advice. With others he interested himsclf in building a Union
Chureb for foreigners, giving. the site for this from grounds he
secured on which to build a home for himself. The home came
in due course as he found the mouey to build it, And the home
reminded one of the man. It had a fine broad outlook ; it was
set on a hill and could not be hid; its depths comforted and
helped many a weary passer-by; it had Chungking in retrospect.

The passing vears mellowed him v1sxb1v He was ever
thankful. The Lord’s mercies seemed uppermost in his thoughts.
Oune never heard him say an adverse word against his own Board.
He did once say that his one-time crities were all off the field.
The neutrality pair he watched though he met them on anv
occasion with perfect affability. Had he chosen he might with
truth have said that the Lord adopted a neutrality attitude
towards them. One fell to the mere commonplace, the other
lost his spiritual evesight. But this is the last thing he would
have chosen to sayv. He could love even his enemies. His three
children, Leroy Wesley, Ethel and Lincoln, formed the pride
of his heart. Here he could grow eloquent and one loved to
hear him. Tt has been said that love loves to pour itself forth.
Dr. J. H. MeCartney’s whole life was an outpouring of itself to
needy humanity. Certainly no one ever poured out his soul
and strength more ungrudgingly than he. His record of service
will live. Our hearts go out to Mrs. McCartney left lonely in
Chungking. ‘“Man’s period” said a great preacher, “is God’s
comma.” She and we have the satisfaction of knowing that
while the Doctor has been called to his Master’s presence, the
work he did during thirtv-seven and a half years in China, will
not fail. The Great Worker will continue it until the hillsapd
dales of Chungking resound with His eternal praise.
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COPY OF MR. C. T. SONG'S ADDRESS AT C.I.M.
MEETING. (GIVEN IN LONDON 23/10,27)

“Tay Kixepou Come, O Lord”.

( Lord, our most gracions Redeemer and King, dwell and reign
within us, take possession of ns by Thy Spirit, and reign where Thou
hast the right to reign, and spread Thy Kingdom throught the World ;
through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

John 12. 21. “Sir, we would see Jesus”. 32. “And T, if I
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.”

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a great privilage to be here to
speak a few words to vou. I hope vou will be patient enough
to endure my broken English. Before saving I want to thank
voua for vour deep interest in China, for your prayers and efforts
vo help our country. Mav I also represent the Chinese Church
to send vou greetings. As I stay in England, I admire vour
country in manv ways. There are two things which strike me
most. One is your beautiful familv life; the other is vour
Cathedrals and Churches. As I sit among the members of
many Christian families and join their family worship. and as
I walk in some of vour Cathedrals and behold the grandeur
and glory of the buildings, I can see how the religion
of Jesus Christ is deeply rooted in the life of your nation. It
is the foundation of your civilization and the secret of your
strength and happiness. Christianity is a Missionary religion.
People who have the good news cannot but tell others. So many
of you are inspired by the Spirit world. Some have come to
China and established many Churches, schools and hospitals.
The result is that many Chinese men, women and chil-
dren have become Christians. Words will fail me to express
our deep thankfulness to the Missions and the Missionary
friends who have spent time, energv, money and life for the
Chinese Church.

In the last ten or fifteen years, Missionaries as well as
Chinese Christians praved very much for the revival of God’s
Church in China. We praved that God would lift the Church
out of the rut. Many prayed for a real spiritual earthquake,
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We praved that God might give such new life to the Church
that the eyes of the Chinese Christians might be opened and be
moved from centering upon Missionaries to the Lord Jesus
Christ. We praved that the Chinese Christians might
carry more responsibility and finally that the Church might
become independent. As vou know that God is always more
ready to answer our pravers than we are ready to prayv. In
this case, He answered us in such a marvellous way that some
of us—Missionaries and Chinese Christians—become fearful
and even disappointed, but ali the time our Lord is saying wo
us “Be of good cheer; it is I;.do not be afraid”. Through
the growth of nationalism and the political difficulties, many
Missionaries have to retreat for a time. God’s will and purpose
for the Chinese Church, as well as for His servants, are going
to be worked out at the same time. In these few months God
has given opportunities to the Chinese Church to walk a little
independently. The Chinesepastors and all forms of Christian
workers and Christians have struggled very hard to get along,
and we have received very good and encouraging reports from
many quarters from time to vime. Of course there are many
difficulvies, but God is in the midst to help and to cheer.
Thus the Chinese Church is learning the meaning of life
from the Lord Jesus Christ in daily experience. In the time
to come—we hope it will be soon—she will be glad to welcome
her Missionary friends back again and work hand in hand in a
new wayv for the coming of the Kingdom.

On the other hand, God certainly wants to meet His
servants, who have served Him so many vears abroad, ina very
special way at this time. o it is a wonderful opportunity for
the Missionaries who have retired for the present to draw near
to God and to know Him and themselves in a fresh way. By
the inspiration of the Holv spirit may they humbly and sxmerelv
ask themselves some questions, like——

1. During my Missionary career in China, did I really
believe in the message I tried to give? Did I believe that real
victory is often in the apparent defeat, an instanced in the
crucifixion of our Lord.

2. In the Church or School or Hospital in which I served,
did I usurp the throne of God? That is, was Christ Jesus the
real King and Master of the flock or was I myself the king and
master ? Was Christ’s Will being done all the time? or was
my will being done in the name of Christ?

3. Did I really make many friends among the Chinese like
Jesus did when He was on earth ?
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4. Was my aftilude toward the Chinese such that did draw
them o Christ or drive them away from Him ?

5. As I think back my time in China am I cruly satisfind
with my work?

6. If T die to-night, do I feel that I have run the good race
and fought the good fight for the Lord ?

7. Did I always live up vo Christ’s standard, seeing that 1
was His representative in China ?

8. What about my own spiritual life ? Was it pretty dry
sometimes or was the living water always flowing through me ?

9. How about my own intellectual life ? Was it sometimes
rather dryv or was it rich and full that T was able to see Gon's
Presence in all forms of truth, beauty and goodness?

10. Did I win many souls to Christ through personal.
individual tovch and true friendship and thns gladdened the
Master’s heary, as well as my own? Or was I occupied by
too many things that T had no time or heart to do this one
thing which was needful ?

11. Did my life in China give glory to God?

12. Am I now ready to wait upon the Lord for a bigger
vision of the work before I return to China ?

In asking these questions, God will reveal Himself in a
fresh way to His servants. And may I say that the Chinese
Church demands her Missionary friends to ask themselves such
questions at this time and be able to return with new visions
and strength. The brothers and sisters in China are quite keen
and eager to welcome their Missionary friends back again. 1
am sure their friendship will be on a new and firmer basis and
it will be deeper.

There is no conflict between nationalization and Christian-
ity. True patriotism is the product of Christian religion.
China as a nation has a contribution to offer to the whole world.
through the growth of her nationalism. She is just now in deep
struggle and she needs God’s help through vour praver. The
character and Cross of Christ.s going to save China and the
world. Missionaries are still needed .as helpers, guides and
friends. T believe that the Christians of different nationalities
can and must work together, for Christianity is a world wide
religion. Christianity will change and transform China, but
Christianity will become richer and fuller because of the Chinese
civilization. Formerly it was Missiopary plus Chinese helpers.
As time went on, by the Grace of God scaffolding is no longer
needed in many places where building is evected. 8o now the
situation is Chinese plus Missionary helpers. Now A Missionary
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is & man who has the knowledge of God and the Zeart of God
and who has received a mission directly from God for the salva-
tion of men, and the extension of God’s Kingdom. He is a
man who comes out fo serve no matter in what position or form.
he is a true servant of God, one who serves, and serves with
the Spirit of responsibility and not of superiorivy. Hs is a
man who lives the life of Jesus Christ and sees Jesus Christ in
every man. His prayer life is such that the glory and peace of
God shine on his face. His vision of God is such that he can
appreciate the truth of ail other religions beside his own. His
love of God and man is so real that he can see and feel the
touch of God in all forms of trush. beauty and goodness. and
he has the assurance of triumph in defeat. He treats every
man as an end and never as a means. Rvery man is a personal-
ity vo him. He is a brother among many brethren. His
character reveals Jesus Christ. His intellectual life is so rich
vhat his mind is stored up with beautiful thoughts like a good
picture gallerv. Hsisa true teacher and an eager student.
He can afford to learn as well as to teach, to receive as well as
to give. His life and work simply draw men to God, for He
carries Jesus Christ’s cross daily and follows Him. 1n other
words, he is the Ambassador of Jesus Christ. China needs to
see Jesus and her people in their best moments are saying **3ir,
we want to see Jesus”. Thevcan see Jesus through Missionaries
as I have just described. In this sense of the word China
walcomes as many Missionaries as you can spare. May God
help you to make vour decision to come. Thank you for vour
patience.

WHAT I5 AGE?

I could not learn from words of men

The real significance of ““old” and “young,’
And so I asked the mountains,

What is Age?

They said : ’O, child of Days,

Thou canst not know what age is ;
Neither can we know,

For earth is not vet old, but in its prime :

bl
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And, though out brows are furrowed deep with time,
We hope to see full many a thousand vears

Before our day of dissolution come.

A century is but one tick of the great clock

Which counus our years.

“*And as for men,

They grow not old on earth—

They have not time ;

They but begin 1o live,

They do not even come to ripeness here,
But only vonder in the Great Unseen.
It takes a million years to make a man |

“This earth is but man’s cradle ;

A man of fourscore is a babe,

Peering, perhaps, over his cradle’s edge,
But the wide world of his existence

Is vet to roam through and to widen in.
J.ife is before him, greatness is to come !
After a while he shall vacate his cradle,
And go forth vo seek the fortune

God reserves for him.

“But man on earth knows nothing of Old Age.
Man’s longest earthly life

Is but a ripple lapping at our base.

We see the generations come and ¢o,

And men say we are old:

Yer are we voung beside God

And His angels, which execel in strength.

And Paul is voung vet,

And John, and Moses, too,

Walking the hills of everlasting life.
Immortals grow and gro® but ne'er grow old!

“What man gets on earth

Is just a Siart in Life,

And it is well with him, whate'er his vears,
Who is well started—

Has learned the speech of truth,

The trade of righteousness,

The love of God,

The hope of deathless glory.
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““He lives bv heavenly plan.

His hands are clean and kindly,

His heart is gentle and his word is true ;

Men honor, angels love him.

And his name is writ on high.

He grows, but grows not old V7

S0 said the mountains: and I said :
“Thank God, who gives His children,

Aun eternal vouth, which knows advance
Buv never knows decay !

All bail, eternal vouth !

liternal Life, that knows not vouth nor age.
But grows on through an everlasting Now !”

The late Rev. WiLvian V. Kerrry., LLH.D.. Wrote
this poem, or, as he savs, *It wrote itself,” at Luke Mohonk.
N. Y. abourt forty years ago.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DISTRICT COUNCIL
IN THE WESTERN DEANERY OF THE
DIOCESE OF WESTERN CHINA.

Such is the official description of the annual church meetin -
in what is known as vhe C.M.3. Disuricy which was held at
Mienchufrom June 7th to ! 2th The spacious compound provided
adequate accomodation for the deiegates from the churches.
Mienchow, Chongpa Anshien, Tehyang. Hanchow, Chongehiang,
Sinsu, Chengtu, Mienchow and Longan werc all represented.
‘The church, which Mr. Jolliffe g2scribed as the prevtiest nc
had seen in Szechuan, provided a helpful devotional center and
enabled that atmosphere to dominate the business meetings
The glorious view of the mountains with manv peaks still
covered by snow was a reminder of the large regions stiil
without any knowledge of Christ.

Archdeacon Ku was fortunately well enough to come from
Paoning to preside in the absence of the Rev. C. T, Song and
the discussions owed much to thim. The main business wuas to
review the present situation, spiritual and financial, and to draw
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mp esiimates for 189239, As the finknecial situation was discussed
there was much emphasis on the importance of praver that the
right perspecvive micht be obtained both in making plans fnr
the future and that rtnere wight be real self-denial. The resualt
was seen at one moraing session when many spontaneousiy
came forward and laid gifts on the table.

Diespite the difficulties of the past vear there are 29 aduls
prepared for baptism as well as 20 <oldiers who have been
salected out of 80U who desired baptism. There was much plain
speaking both from lav delegates and preuchers. The former
asked their pastors to be more diligent in visiting them and the
latter pleaded for a more encouraging recepvion when homes
were visited and special classes arranged.

Is was decided o reopen senior primary and middle school
classes in Mienchu for the children of Chrisrian perentsas many
i1t the loss caused bw the closing of the Mienchow school. D,
Hsi is opering a small hospital in Mienchow.

The Revs. R. O. Joliiffe and G. M. Franck spent rwo days
at Mienchow and their addresses were much appreciated.  Mrs.
~preckley arrived just in time to atvend the meetings. In
“unday evening the c¢limax wax reached when over eight com
mupnicants were present at Holy Communion. 7The service was
most reverent and orderly: conducted by four Chinese clergy.
In tvhe stillness of the eventide and the lengthening shadows,
the Master again met with His disciples in the breaking of
bread,

It was matter for mach thank{ulness that despite difficul-
ties with the military in March, the gatherings were held
without interence or disturbance. Perhaps prayer was slacked
afterwards for on Sunday June 17th soldiers broke np the
service, kicking and spitting on the preacher and for two hours
making the compound a scene of uproar as thev soughtto drive
every man off it.

W ST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY.

COoWMENCEMENT ETErcisis.

Another yvear of work at the university closed on June 1a.
On Sunday June 17 at 5. P. M. the apnual =ermon before the
university was preached in the new iibrary building by Arriidea-

con Ku of the Shen Kung Hwel.
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Un Monday morning the scudent, faculty, alumni and
invited guests began to assemble at the Administration at
nine thirty where refreshinents were served and old students
had an opportunity to renew old friendships. Br ten o’clock
the procession was formed and moved from the Administration
Building to the library. This bad been made suitable for the
program which had been provmed As in all public fuuctions,
the meeting was opened by singing the Nationa) Anthem, which
was followed by the invocation. The chief address of the day was
given by Mr. Hsiang Hsien Ch'iao, Commissioner of Education
for the province of Szechuan. Voecal music was finely rendered
by the students of the Woman's College and then Dr. C. M.
~tubbs spuke to the graduating class. Iourteen veung men
received degrees.  The student body of the university then sang
ihe sehiool sony in a bearty manner. Dr. d. Tavlor in & shert
address explained the funcrions of the Senave of the universiiv.
Then Mr. G. M. Franek, on vebalf of 12e British and Foreign
Sible Soclety. presented a copy of rhe scriptares to each of the
wmembers of the graduating class. Mr., P. Y. Yang greeted
the members of the graduating class and welcomed them into
the ranks of thre alumni and Mr. Lu Kwang Ting replied for
the class of 1928,  Benediction by Dr. Spenser Lawis brought
the exercises 10 a ¢lose. In the evening a gathering that flled
the area of the library was held. It was in the nature of a
reception combined with moving pictures. The dav was fine
and cool and this added not a little to the soceess of the
occasion.

THE 1330 WEST CHINA GENERAL CONFERENCE

4

It's rather early to be thinding as far ahead as January
1930, but if we arc vo have a successful Conference, participated
in by churches and Missions, by representatives from the Coast
and the Home lands, it is not too early to begin planning and
prayving.

The Szechuen Christian Couneil has had the matter before
it at several of its meetings and a sub-committee has been
doing a little preliminary work.

The Conference is being planned by reason of an action
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taken by the First General Conference, held in 1925, when over
400 representatives of the Christian forces in West China
Voted to hold a Conferenceevery four years. It wasabsolutely
impossible to get ready for 1929, so present plans czll for the
gathering in 1930. It is expected that Churches and Missions
will heartilv co-operate in making this second Conference an
epuch making gathering,

The expznsefof holding a General Conference is considerable,
and it is hoped that Churches and Missions will plan to hold
their Annual meeeings at the time and place of thc General
Conference. This will greatly reduce expenses for travel and
should bring to together the leaders in all the denominations.

January is mentioned as the date for the holding of the
Conference and the University at Chengtu as the place, though
these matters have not been definitely deciced as yet.

The early appointment of Commissions to study the
various phases of the work and gather all kinds of statistics is
desirable.

A suggestion has been made that all the delegates attending
their annual meetings, together with local church members,
come together at Conference time for three days of “Retreat
or Revival” meetings, these meetings to be led by a specicl
speaker from the Coast ; then the various groups get together
for their annual meetings and elect their delegates to the
General Conference. That body may not need to be larger
than 100, to convene for two or three days for the discussion
of practical church problems.

It is to be hoped that the various Finance Committees, or
other bodvs, meeting during the Summer, may discuss the
General Conference from all angles, and send in suggestions to
the Secretary of the 8.C.C. Especially it is desirable that Mis-
#ions and churches should be thinking of assigning some of their
appropriable funds to the Conference budget. The last Con-
ference cost about $1500.00, for setring up. printing, speakers
travel expenses etc., ete. Tki various Missions attended to the
entertainment and travel expenses of their own delegates, which
in some cases was a considerable amount.

But more than all else what is needed is a VoLUME of
prayer ascending to God entreating Him to graciously visit
His Church in West China. Shall we pledge ourselves to this
Holy minitry and thus make the coming Conference a success
in the deepest sense of that word.

H.J. OpexsHAW.
Chengtu, June 9th., 1928.
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Stviru, May 28, 1928,
Dear Editor :—

Suifu is now very quiet “on the surface.” The army of
farmers, workers, and students have temporarily dishanded.
Probablv this is primarily due to the fact that this is the time
whep all hands must be busy with rice-planting.

There are occasional robberies in the country districts.
Two davs ago a boat was robbed on the wayv to Li Chuang.
The militia prompuly got busv with the result that all the
roboers were killedor captured.

General Tseo of La Ch'i, just up-river from Lu Chow. has
detained three postal boats loaded with parcels and is demanding
that a tax be paid on each parcel. The postal authori-
ties are refusing to pav, for they know that if they do such
taxzes will have to be paid to numerous other generals.

Recently Mr. Ririe, the Moncrieffs the ILovegrens, the
Canrights, the Hartwells, the Andrews family. Dr. Gifford
Kilborn, aud Mrs. Sprecklev passed through Suifu on the wayx
to their stations. This is the largest partv that has been
through Suifu since the evacuasian.

The churcn, school, and hospitals. are carrving on as
usual. Most of the schools have a larger attendance than jast
term.

Rincerely vours,

D. C. G.

MISSIONARIES AND ARMED FORCES
A STATEMENT TSSUED BY THE SOCIETY
OF TFRIENDR

[

Tae Renarion or MISSIONARIES OF THE SOCIETY OF FuliNDs

1x CHINA TO THE QUESTION OF DEFENCE RY ARMED Forcys

or THE BRITISHE GOVERNMENT: A STATEMENT Is<UED By THE
Soclery or FRIENDS.

Recent events in China have raised acutelv the question of

the relation of missionaries to the policr and ucts of their
Government. There is a wide misunderstanding or misrepre-
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sentation among the Chinese as to the underlving motive of
missionary work, which is freguently spoken of in China as an
~advance agent of imperialism.” Kwven within the circle of those
intimavely acqua,mr;ed witii missienaries, there it often the feel

ing that in the last resort the latter are depending for their
presence and safety in China unot on the good will of the
Lhinese people, but on the armed forees of their own nation.

The fact that British ¥ issionaries do not cease to beloval
Britishsubjects. with ke reciprocal oblications thereby implied.
and that their status 13 necessariiv aswociated with that of a
creater numver ¢f other fellow-nationals. makes ir difficult for
their problems te receive entirvelr separate treatment. Tn the
wase of the Sociery of Friends. however, anv association with
the use of armed force is at variance with eur historic ang
fundamental principles and inconsistent with the message we
are endeavouring to share with the Chinese

Friends, cemmenly cailed Quakers. are probably best known
%0 the world arn large on the score of their pacifisy principles.
Thev have alw.ivs maintained a xeutimon_v against war and vie
upt mldm« of national interests ! by armed force. Members of
vhe Society have ascerdingly, on many occasions throughout
avs histery, including the late war, refused military or naval
service. This stand is based upon the conviction that war, even
in apparently rizhteous causes. is irreconcilable with a regard
Tor the imwanence of God inhuman personalite. and inconsistent
with the way of life which Jesuas raughs and practised.  As his
followers, therefore, we cannot take part in war: and it follows
also that we camnot desire that others should rake up arms in
our defence, preferring that our persons or gno:is shouid sufler.
if need be, rather than that we should deny the way of Love,
which we believe vo be right, and ultimately more potent than
the war of forece. While saring this we respect the sincerity
of many who differ from us.

Tn the stand we feel ealled upon ta take in this question
we have no desire to embarm,our Goverament in any way.
Our Sociesy has contrinuted its service, during and afier
the Great War and at osher simes, to that international unders:
anding and goodwill which we are assured is our nation’s aim
and interest in China.

In pursuance of these cansiderations. we desire to make
known our attitude to some of the problems arising from the
Eresent situation in China :—

1 Whatever influence we have as a small bodyx of
British subjecrs, we would use with our Government in the
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direction of avoiding force, and settling any differences

which arise by equal and friendlv negotiation.

2 For ourselves we desire that no British armed forces
should b: miintained or emploved in China im order to
defend the lives and inverests of those who as missienaries
represent the Society of Friends in that country..

3 We desire on behalf of our missionaries voluntarily
to relinquish anv claim on our Goverrmest for armed
defence, and we desire that they sheuld not be required to
place theunseives uader armed protection. We recognise
that the question is complicated because in many cases those
who vake this position will be members of & group-in which
others desire defence. Thongh we believe that there isan
in-reasing numoer of missionaries and others outside our
own body who similuriy wish to relinguish armed defence,
we veu velieve that we must make clear our own position.
w the hope that in actual cases means may be founi to give
it practical expression,

4 Slrould mischance occur in the absence of such
defence we uczep: full responsibility, and do not wish any
armed force to e used, directly or indirectly, to secure
reparation. We recoguise that this question affects wider
interests thau those of any one group; but even should
reparation be exaciad we cannot but make our own attirude
publie, and d=:line to acept any compensation obtained
by the use of force.

Tn conciusion. while some may feel that our attitude end-
angers others, we express our conviction that such ref:sal te
depend on armer force is in tue long run the surest defence of
the community ; and our earnest desire is so to apply our
principles that if any suffer it mav be those alone who accept
them and are prepared to pay the price.

¢

ANNOUNCEMENT

Tt is with pleasure the Acting Business Manager of the
West China Missionary News turns over his work to the regular
Basiness Manager. Mr. G. M. Franck returned to Chengtu this
Spring and has kindly consented to take over the office which
he has filled so worthily lo | these many vears.
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Notwithstanding a variety of pressing tasks, for the pasu
18 months the labor of addressing some 400 odd wrappers
monthly, to mapy whose names were familiar, has beena ‘Jabor
of love’.

We have not dropped any of our subscribers, thoughmany
are iu arrears, We have, however, lost nearly all our good
*Aps’, as basiness has not warranted investment in advertising.

Will all friends take this asa SpecraL invitation to RExew
subscriptions, and send along changes in addresses, thus aiding
Mr. Franck very much as he takes up his duties in the Fall.

With cordial greeting to all our subscribers and friends.

(Signed) H. J. OPENSHAW,

Acting Business Manager.

Chengtu, Sze, June 22, 1928,

INTER ALIA.

On June first, Dr.ard Mrs. Cyril Canright and two children,
and Di1. and Mrs. J. E. Moncrieff and three children arrived in
Chengtu after a pleasant tho slow journev from Chungking by
steamer and native boats.

Later in the month Dr. R. G. Kilborn and Mrs. Spreckly
came over the same route. nce arriving in Chengtu, Mrs,
Spreckly has gone on to MieMhu to join her husband. They
hope to be able to go on to Maochow. Dr. Kilborn and Miss
Swan have gone off on an itinerary of the stations in which their
Board has work.

Rev. T. Torrance and Dr.and Mrs. G. Agnew and little
Robert made the last stage on their journey from Chungking
to Chengtu in an automobile kindly loaned by General Den
Hsi Heo.
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Dr. Wilford has left for Chungking where he hopes to meet
an automobile which is being brought up river for him, and in
some way or other get it overland (and water if necessary) to
Chengtu.

Mr. T. E. Plewman has also gone down to Chungking on
business in connection with the Mission Press. "He hopes to be
able to bring considerable freight back with him.

Mr. Earl Cranston and Mr. Lawreance Lew have left
Chengtu for America.

tev. K. J. Beaton has also gone down river on his way to
Canada on furlo.

Miss V. C. Manett of the C.M.3. has arrived in Chengtu
and hopes to begin work on the teaching staff of the West China
Union University, in the fall term.

Mr. W. Dorerner of the German Dres Firm arrived in
Chengtu on June 14. Mr. Dorener will be in this city fora
few weeks and then go on to OmeiSnan before leaving for furlo.
AMr. Dorerner has a reputation as a mountain climber.

On the same dav Mr. Gould of the A . P.C. reached Chengtu
on business in connection with the agency of his company in
Chengtu.

On the afrernoon of June 19 the ladies of vhe American
Baptist Mission were at home to the community in honor of the
sixgieth birthday of Mr. H. J. Openshaw. Mr. Opershaw came
to West China in 1893 and iz just completing thirty-five vears
of service in this province.

It is reported that the military officials at Yachow have
vacated one of the houses of the American Baptist Mission in
that ¢itv. This seems to have been done becuase of troop meve-
ments to Kiating. ¢



