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% “The Ruﬁees of the Hindu Banker, equally with the sword of
the English colonel contributed to the overthrow of the Mahomadan
power in Bengal,” (Quoted by Hunter,)
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*  ‘“Their riches were so great, that no such bankers were seen
in Hindustan or Deccan ; nor was there any banker or merchant, that
could stand a comparison with them, all over India. It is even certain,
that all the bankers of their time in Bengal, were either their factors,
or some of their family. Their wealth may be guessed by this only
fact. In the first invasion of the Marhattas, and when Moorshcodabad
was not yet surrounded by walls, Mir Habib, with a party of their
best horses, having found means, to fall upon that city, before Aly-
werdy qhan could come up, carried from Jagad-Seat’s louse two
crores of rupees, in Arcot coin only ; and this predigious sum did not
affect the two brothers, more than if it had been two trusses of straw.
They continued to give afterwards to government, as they had done
before, bill of exchange, called dursunnies, of one crore at a time Ly
which words is meant, a draft, which the acceptor is to pay at sight,
without any sort of excuse. In short their wealth was such that there
is no mentioning it, without seeming to exaggerate, and to deal in
_extravagant fables. Thousands of their agents aud factors, have
acquired such fortunes in their service, as have enabled them to

purchase large tracts of land, and other astonishing possession,”

(S8eir Mutugherin Trans. Vol 11, pp. 226-227.)
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