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User:Nettrom

● Staff Data Scientist, Product Analytics, WMF
○ Supporting the Growth Team

● Wikipedia researcher
○ Content quality
○ Machine learning

● SuggestBot maintainer since 2010
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We will talk about…

● What different features does the bot offer

○ Updating open tasks

○ Article recommendations

● How to enable it on a wiki

○ Hosting on Toolforge & Cloud VPS

● What will it take to monitor the bot and ensure it is working as expected?

● What does the bot’s emergency response procedure look like?



Part 1: Open Tasks





How does that work?





Open Tasks

● The wiki has categories of articles needing work
● The bot grabs a few articles from each category
● Puts them in lists on a specific page

○ English, Russian: sub-page of the Community Portal, which is transcluded as a template
○ Polish: a specific page in the Wikipedia namespace, used as needed

Source code: 
https://github.com/nettrom/suggestbot/blob/master/opentasks/opentasks.py

Per-wiki configuration, for example: 
https://github.com/nettrom/suggestbot/blob/master/opentasks/enwiki.yaml

https://github.com/nettrom/suggestbot/blob/master/opentasks/opentasks.py
https://github.com/nettrom/suggestbot/blob/master/opentasks/enwiki.yaml








How do I get it?

Does your wiki already have it?

● Wikipedia in English, Polish, Russian, and Thai do

Does your wiki have:

● Categories of articles you’d like to list somewhere?
● A bot approval process? (SuggestBot is not a global bot)

Open tasks is run from Toolforge:

● Set it up yourself – Python, Pywikibot, PyMySQL, PyYAML
● Help set up the configuration file and have me run it



Monitoring

● Watchlist the open tasks page
○ Typically we update it once an hour, easy to notice if that’s not happening

● Check the log files on Toolforge

If not run yourself, then:

● If it’s making bad edits, block it and post on its English talk page
○ This has happened: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Lamest_edit_wars#(Ro)bot_wars

● If it’s not working, post on its English talk page and I’ll follow up

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Lamest_edit_wars#(Ro)bot_wars


Part 2: Article Recommendations



How do I get one of these?
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Requests demo



Subscribers

● Daily cron job
● Iterates through subscription & userbox templates

○ Updates database with subscribers
● Identifies all users due for suggestions
● Always uses the user’s contributions as seeds



How do I get it?

Does your wiki already have it?

● Wikipedia in English, Norwegian (bokmål), Swedish, French, Persian, and 
Portuguese already do

Does your wiki have:

● Categories of articles needing improvement?
● A bot approval process? (SuggestBot is not a global bot)
● Help set up and translate configuration files and pages


