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MR, SCHOOLEY: Ladles and gemtlemen, let me remind
-~ the military that, while they are welcome here, this {s a
press conference and let's be sure that tde press is all
seated before the conference degims,

Let me mtrqduée General Samford, Alr Force Director
of Intelligence, and Genmeral Ramey, Director of Operatioma.
General Samford. A

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think the ple.n is to have
very brief opening remerks end tlen ask for such questions as
you may want to put to us for dlscussion and answer. Ia so
far as opening remarks 1s concerned, I Just vant to -state our
reason for copcern about this,

~ - The Air Force feels a very definite ebligation to
= identify and analyze things that happen in the air that may
: have i{n them .menace to the United States and, because of that
. - feeling of obligaticn and our pursuit of that interest, since
19147, we have an activity that vas known one time as Project
Saucer and now, as part of another more stable and integrated
organization, have undertaken to enalyze between a thousand




and two thousand reports dealing with this asrea. And out of
thet mass of reports that we've recelved we've been able to
take things which were eriginally unidentified end dispose of
them to our satisfaction .in terms of bulk where we came to the
conclusion that these things were elther friendly sircraft
erroneously recognized or reported, hoaxes, quite a few of
those, electronie and meteorological phenemenona of one sort
or annther, light aberrntions, and many other things.

_Hovever, there have remained a percentage of this
total, in the order of twenty per cent of the reports, that
have come from credible ‘observers of relatively incredible
things. And because of these things not being possible for
us~ to TOVE along | and associate: with the kind of things that

S —— s ————

ve keep en being_concerned about'thnm.

‘ However, I'd like to say that the difficulty with
dispusing of these reports is largely based upon the lock of
any standard measurement or ony ability to measure these things
vhich have been’ repertéd briefly by some, more elaborately by
others, but with no measuring devices that can convert the
thing or the idea or the phenomenon into something that becomes ‘
mansgeable as material for any kind of enalysis that we know.
We toke some of these things and we try to get the best’ pro—
fessional edvice, if we can, from them, about them, and we're
in much the same position df trying to bring to the good hemest
workmen of sclence a piece 'of material that has no utility
because it doesn't have the kind o? measurements on it that he
~© _can use. And, es @ aonsequence, he has to reject these things
‘;Xif/and 887, "t i1 you cen bring me something more substantial

than that, I can't make eny progress.

. So our need, really, 15 to gét the measurement value
on these &nd; in the interim, ladking sufficlent measure of
these things to make theém amenadble to real analysis, we heve
to say that our real interest in this project 15 net ome of
intellectual curiosity but is in trying to establish and
appralse the possibility of a menace to the United States,

_ And vwe cen say, as of now, that there has beer no pattern that

: reveals nnything remotely like purpose or remotely like -con-
" sistency that we can: in any way associate with any menace to
. the United States ) .

-

-

oo Now ye do want to continue in the interests of
1ntellectual curiosity or the centributions tn be made to
séientific measurements, but our main interest is going to
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have to continue in the ‘problem of seeing whether the things /
have possibility.of hurt to the United States, and our preseny
dilemma- of lack of measurement that can be turned to analysis

. and a complete lack of pattérn in eny of these things vhich
gives any clue to possible purpose or possible use, leaves us
in some dilemma as to what we cen dn sbout this remaining twenty
ver cent of unidentified phenomena.

The volume- of reporting 1s related té many things.
We know that reports of this kind go back to Biblical times.
There have been flurries of them in various centuries. 1846
seems to have had a time when there was guite & flurry of re~
porting of this kind. Owr curkent serics of reports goes
back, generally, to 1946 in which things of this kind were
reported in Sweden. .-~ ¥ .
There are mnny reasons why this volume gees up and
down, but we can't help but Yelieve that, curtrently, one of the
;reasans for volume is that man is doing & great deel more,
There's more man-made activity in the air now thoan there was,
certainly; in Biblical timés or in 1846, In additien to that,
our opportunities to observe have been enhanced greatly.

. mhe difficult part’ of‘it, ‘as far as advancing the
progrem.is concerned, is that- our apility to. measure, doesn’t
scem to have advanced in uny way as well as our opportunity
to observe and the greater recurrence of more, disturbing things
of this sort that ‘are actually in existence from man-made air
participation that we know ‘Bbout

ot So our. present’ couréé of action is to continue on this
prob em with _the - best of our abilit ty, giving to "to 1t the. attention
that_we feel 1t very,definitely warronts in terms of: 1dent1fy1ng

. adequately the growing or. T possible or diswppenring, 1f 1t turns
out to be that,uggg_ggggg_xhe United Stetes. to give it adequate
attention- by not fruntic attention.

» . Nuw, I think viﬁh those cpening remarks I could 1nvite
questiona. Question, yes, air? .

- .. . THE PRESS: Have there been more than one radar sighting
simultaneously -~ that 'is, bdlips from several stations all con-
centrating on the same area? - 2

MAJOR-GENERAL"SAMFORI; vYou7mean in the past?

TEE PRESS; Yes, sir,
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. s JUR GENEBAL SAMFORD: Yes. Thpt 1s not on wnusuel
tning to happen to thils sequence et all, Phenomenon has
pessed: from one rodar to another.end with a fair degree of
certainty that it was‘'the same ‘phenomenon. To say that there
have been simultaneous sightings,. the samd thing by different
radar, I think that we could be quite sure thaot thet has -
occurred simulteneously. Now, when we talk about doim to the
split second, I.don't know, but simultaneously ‘in t{me suf-
flcient .for ws to argue that there’ve been two mechanical
observaticns of the: same thing. _

- TH® PRESS: Enough to give ‘you' a fix 86 thqt you can
be sure thet it is right 1n a certain place? ' .

MAJOR GENERAL- SAMFQRD. That 1s ‘most rare.
THE PBESS~ Hgs- there been any?;

AT MAJUB GENERAL SAMFGRD. Most rare. T dcn't recall
thnt ve hnve had- gne ,that gives us that kind of. an Effect.

.THE EREoS* Could th@t be dne to icnized clouda?:

. - ‘MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: There. aré thoughzs thot
+ionized clouds' do.have some influence on this. . We do kncw
that the- thunderstorm activity is quite nicely identifinble
by radar because we use the radar for the . purppses of aVOiding
thunderstorms -and we do have some that show the storm area
that's coming 4n towards principal stations where protection
is necessary in terms of ‘high. vin&s and thupderstorms.

' E THE PBmSS: How much nonsy weuld’ you say ‘the Air
Force spends a8 year tracking down these flying saucer reports?

. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFC!RD Well., the energy that's going
* into 1t ot the preseat. fime is outglde of anything except the
normal reporting procedures, Most of our reports ceme from
individuals or, we might say, I think, ‘on the order of sixty-odd
© per cent comes from the civilian population.straight out, I
.think there might.be something 1ike eight. per cent come from
civil airlines plleote. You might find that another percentage
in the order, of twenty-five, might come from military Pilots,
Axdthe effort te.-further analyze them and profit ip golng after
thet in a big way is going to have in some way to be related to
2 standard megsurement that makas this motericl for workmen to
work on,




_ THE PRESS: General, have you talked to your Alr
Intelligence Offiver who is over at the Nationel Airport when
* “they were sighting all. these bandits on the CAA acreen?

%

MAJ’OR GENEBALSAMFORD. res, sir, 1' ho.ve. )

: 'I‘EE PRESS., And ha\re you talked to the Andrews Field
people who apparently sSaw. the same- thing?

MAJOB GENERAL SMOR‘D 1 haven't. talked. to them
myself, but others have.

T THE PRESS: . Well could you give us an account of
what they did see and what explanution you might nttach to 1t?

: . MAJGR GENERAL SAMFORD Well, I could discuss pos-
sibilities. The radar screen has been picking up things for
many years that, well, birds, a flock of ducks, T know there's
been one instance in which s flock of dueks was plcked up and
was intercepted and flown through as being an wnidentified
phenomenen. ) . .

THE FRESS: Where was that, General?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I don't recall where it was,
T think it might have been in Jepan but I don't recell the
location of thet, That's Jjust a recollection of where thot
sort of thing could happen and I do lknow that at Wright Field
there was eme of these things on the radar -- this was In 1950,
I think -- maybe Captain Ja.mes would reinforoe thet. Weas that
1n l950?

CAPTAKN JAMES '.['hat 8 correct.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD - in Vhich the local ‘radar
produced the effect of the encircling phenomenen.that caused
quite a lot of concern and it was gome out and mtercepted
and found to be a certain kind of ice formation that was in
the alr in various parts of the atmosphere arcnmd Wright Field
on that day.

Again, there are theories like the oen who theory
of light refraction which says that temperature inversion in i
the atmosphere can cause an:imnge from somevhere else to be
reflected in positions where it is not, 1If that is a correct
theory,. related ‘to it 1s-enother oddity with respect teo the
ground effect that you get 111 rado.r.

'



- We have cnme {mstence in vhich a night fighter with

radar 1s reported to have locked onj .as’ “they say, to an object

f
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in flight, which, after he'd followed 1t beyond this curve,
found that he was lockeéd on'to the ground and ‘he had only a
very few minutes to Tecover because the ground target had
gone up and then misplaced by ‘some’ phenomena, and he locked on
to 1t in' a position where he wasn't, but, follewing 1%, he
eventually found himself directed towurd the ground

‘Now, the. conditions thnt seem to produce these
temperature inversions &nd possibly the same kind of thing
for ground targets belng misplaced in altitude -- I don't
know that 1t 1s worded that they're misplaced in azimuth --

'4s semewhat typlcal of the kind' of Yot humld weather that we've

been having here in the last three or: foyr weeks. . There's no
reason to relate those phenomena to those atmospheric condi-
tions positively, but it is a possibility.

" Yes, - sir? ‘ : .t - ;':’ﬁ

TEE PRESS: DI ifiterceptors’go up.on any of the
three occasions? .

MAJOR GENERAL "SAMFORD: -Eeére?::
TBE PBESS. YEs. ff o :{;”
. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD Yes, six. u'
-THE FRESS:. Ehat did they see on their radarscopes?
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I don’t recall that they
saw anything. Do gou, remember, ‘Roger, whxther anything was
sighted on their radarscopes? - s

ﬂWAJOR GENERAL RAMEI There’'have been no radar

sightings. One .or twd reported (inaudible) -
-l________H; - THW PRESS: Thére have been no airborne radar
sightings, General Ramey? Is that '=-.
—_———— MAJOR GENERAL FAMEY: 'I‘hat‘s correct. '

TEE PRESS‘, On whnt did they report sightings?

T - MAJOR GENERAL smom: Lights.-

.o
el o,
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MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: In one or two instances, th;_-“\\p F#/f“\}
reported sighting 1ights. In one instance, they reported h
locking on to an object. It 1s pretty clear from the discussion ,,*

of the pattern of two airplanes that went out that cne of them
was locked on to the other ome. - \____ﬁf

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: TYes. |
THER FRESS: General -~
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD; TYes, sir?

THE FRESS: Back to the lonized cloud. .Wére the
blips picked up recently comparable to the lonized eloud or
were they different in maneuvering or motion?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, you're talking about
a thunderstorm cloud which is one that we know enough about so
that we can say, "Thet is a thunderstorm.” In the same way
we can look at something else and 88y, "That is No. So-and-so
airplene.” '

THE PRESS: And these recent blips were different?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCED: These were different.

THE PRESS: General Samford, I understand there were
radar experts who saw these sightings Saturday night or early

Sunday morning. What was their interpretaticm of what they -
gaw .on the scope?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORDY They said they saw’good
returns.

THE PRESS: Which would Indicate that these were
solid objécts similar to- aircro.f‘t?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: No, not, necessariLy. We
get good returns from birds. ‘

‘ THE PRESS: . Well, you wouldn't get as large a blip
from a bird ag -« ‘ g : )

MAJ(IR GENEBAL SAMFORD | No; unless it wus close,

THE PRESS: Did they report th.at these could have
been birq.s? - .



' MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORP: No.

TEE PRESS: Can you get a good retwrn from s re-
flected ground target, General?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMPORY: I'll ask Captoin James --

' CAPTAIN JAMES: You cen get e very large return from

‘a reflected ground target.

THE PRESS: Just as good as you might get from an
object actually in flight in the alr?

CAPTAIN JAMES: Actually thicker, It depends on
the amount of bending. ) i &

TBE PRESS; Aud Just as sharp on the scope?

CAPTATN . JAMES Yes. |,

. THE PRESS; .Can you get a blip from the (1naudib1e)
createa by temperature 1nwerﬁion? - .

CAPTATN JAMES:  On the -_grém_mgl P —

THE FRESS: In other words, something that'é on the
ground that 8 reflected off a refracted cloud bank would throw

‘off a blip on the radar screen?

“

CAPTAIN JAMES: Yes','sir.’ That's true.

TEE PRESS: Would 2 nearby radar set get that blip

*at exactly the same speed”’

CAFTAIN JAMES; Not necessarily; nb,

" pHE PRESSt Iu other words, you can have a light and
something that lacks substance and material amnd still have a
blip? T

" CAPTAIN JAMES: T don't quite ‘mderstand that question.

THE PRESS°! You can have 8 radar imege thot's. created
without the necessity of radar striking the solid obJect or a
semi-solid, such.as & cloud? .

CAFTAIN JAMES: Well, eVantually, 1t ‘does hnve to
strike an thqgt. . . L



THE PRESS: But you saié it cen bs simply a reflection
of something on the ground,

, CAPI‘AIN JAMES ¢ Well, an object on the ground 1™ -
actually scmething ‘baok to the reflection by a curved path.

THE FRESS: .“99'._ T et .
THE PRESS: In other words, 11: doesn't hﬂ?e to be
in the air.

CAPTAIN JAMES: That‘s correct.

THE PRESS: In tha ares covered by the sweep on
the rader? o T . : '

+* CAPTAIN JAMES: "It has to be 1n ‘the ares covered by
the radar set. ~ It Has to bs- within tho range.

THE PRESS: Bu‘b not in the air.

‘CAPI‘AIN JAMES But not 1n the a:lr.

-

THE PRESS What sort: of ground ta.rgsta give these
. reflections? . : B,

CAPTATN JAMES: Tt depends on the amount of temperature
1nversion and the size end shaps of the ground objecte.,

. THE PRESS: Would this reflection account for
simultaneous radar’ eightings and visual sightinge which’ _
appear to coincide on the basis of conversations between
the rada.r o:perator and the ohaerver ou‘cslde?

CAPTAIN JIMES: There. is some possibility oi’ that
dues to the same effects.

THE PRESS: Wlw would these temperature 1nversions
change location so rapidly ox travel?

- CAPTAIN JAMES: - Well, actually, it can be the
appearance or disappearonce of different. ground targets .
glving the appearance of something moving when, actually,
the different objecte are standing: gdtill. )

THE PRESS: Would these pscudo-blips. causo -any '~
difficulties in combat at all? _ .
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CAPTAIN JAMES: Not to people that understand vhat's

géing on, They do cause difficulty.
s, —hAE -_._...,...H_‘____//
THE FRESS: Then the experienced operators really
can tell the difference betveen -- .~\\\\

~

_ - CAPTAIN JAMES; That's correct. ‘\
re
d THR FRESS: How about the CAA men?

\\\ CAPTAIN JAMES: I dem't knowv//

‘.. R

THE ERESS,' Would the disappearance or reappearance
of these blips be aceounted for by the movement of a cloud
bank that reflected a ground target? }

CAPTAIN JAMES: Well, actually, it's not a ‘cloud
bank. It's a temperature 1nversion of the atmosphere. You
see, 1f warm air comes in over a ccol area, you have &
temperature inversion and the atmosphere can be perfectly
clear, and still the-rays will be bent.

THE FRESS: Would.that account for thé fact that
these images disappeared and reappeared on these screens
recently?

- .-
N
s

CAPPATN ‘TAMES: }i}m:nof.pdéitivé.abOut that. There's
a possibility. ' : -

THE ERESS" Captain, was there temperature inyersion
in this area last Saturday night? : i

CAPTAIN JAMES; There was.
THE PRESS: And the Saturdaey night preceding?

CAPPAIN JAMES: I'm not sure about the ‘one preceding,
but there was last Saturday night.

THE FRESS; Was there one last night?
CAPTAIN JAMES: I don't know.

THE PRESS: Captain, 4id any two sets In thls area
get a fix onrn these so-callgd saucers around here?

CAPTAIN JAMES: The information we have isn't geed
enough to determine that. '
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TEE PRESS: You ddn't lnow whether Andrews Field
and Washington Natiomal Airport actually got a triangulation
on anything? .

CAPTAIN JAMES: You see, the records made and kept

aren't accurate enough to tie _that "in that close.

I %2

THE PRESS: What is, the possibility of these being

%

other than phenomena’

. MAJOB BENERAL SAMFORD wen ,I'd 1ike to maybe
relleve Captdin James Just a ainute. . Yopr question is what?

THE PRESS:  What is;the possibility of these sightings
being cther than optical or ntmospheric yphenomena? In other
words, what is the possibill %y of their Leing gulded missiles
launched from some otner cﬂunxry, for exumple?

MAJCOR GENZRAL SAMFORD: Well, if you could select
,out- of this mass any p‘.:rticx.l'w one.or two and start working
‘on them'and say, '"What Is the possi’bj"ity of them being
these things?" Then you CumP tu the polat ond say thils one
'1g reporied to have dgre thiws waick regiire for 1% to do
those things either one of two conditions, abeolute noximunm
pover or no mass. If this 1s a thing in.terms of a guided
missile, it does thése taings that have been measured and
reported. Tt can d6 those thiags i1f there is theoreticelly
no liamit to the power involved and there 1is theoreticelly no
moss 1nvolvcd - That's one of the conditions that would say,
U well, 1f someone golved oneé of those problems, thils could
““then be explqined as one of those th‘ngs. You find ancther
one and it has -- 1t Jﬂs* develops inno nc other purpose or
no other pattern that could be a-sucidted with them, a missile.
Those which we uight ideatify as belag wissiles will be tracked.
They'll have a track to develop something that peqp;e con put

" a measurement to. I don't Know whether that answers the

question, It satisfies some of it but maybe not all of 1t.

Yes? ' .

! TﬁE FRESS: Have there been any such’ 1nstancee 80
fér in which you had infofuation that indlcated i;hat elther

of these two conditions wetre fulfilled?
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: _Absolute, no mass?

THE PRESS: No limit to the power,



MAJOR GONERAL SAMFORD: You lmew, vhet "no mass”
means is that there's nothing there! (Laughter} :

THE FRESS: Hew ahout the power91

R R

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFGHD “In. terms of earthly veignts
and earthly value. ’ oL

-.'4

THE PRESS:.:. Yes.

. "MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: -And.tunlimited power -~ that
means power of such fantastic higher limits that it is a
thearetical wnlimited -- it's nob anything that we cen under-
stahd.  ‘It's like my.trying to understand -- I want to be care-
ful because I was goirng to sey & million dollars, but I can't
understend a hundred! 7Tt's one of those guestions of unlimited
power that Just gets beyazd your' comp*ehension that has to be
used to meet thia. : _

TEE PRESS° General, 4o you have eny tentative con-
clusion or even a trend towards o bellef of what these locolr
radar blips are? : There's been tolk that you did have the
heat -Inversions those nights. Are you all inclired to believe
that's vhat that 1s? : : ' )

MAJOR @ENERAL SAMFORD: I think that we're learnimg
.progressively more and more sbout the rader and that these
-dnstances very likely are maybe good observatiops that the
‘radar can make of .something but not 1likely o be cbservations
_of the things that the radar was desigred %o observe (laughter),
Now,.(laughter) -- all rigrt. Now, leb's say -- we don't know
nuoh about -- amd I'll be gettipg far nfield teehnically --
we dor't know much about the Northern Lights. We'd like to be
able to measure that o little bit betder, - That is the kird of
thought I was trying to express by saying. ragdar was intended
. to observe aircraft for control of aircraft ard 10 deal with
alreraft. Now, you may have sclentific advautaggs for dbserva-
tion that it wasn't intended for.-

' I wonder if you'd speak to my poinb oen that,
Captain Jaues, whether I've gotten too far afield o; something
I don't know anything about. ' ,

. CAPTAIN JAMES: Ies, sir, thnt' qitte true. We
find that sometimes the radar set will de formed in o.manner
not desirable and due to the fact that it doesn’t happer. every
day everyone isn't familiar with those characteristics and it
sometimes turns out 0 be a:myéter?, I
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THE FRESS! Well R getting back, 1f I may. follow it
up, on these local radar observations, thenm you come to the
tentative conclusion that they re ~physical phenomena? Would
you say that?

MAJOR GENERAL smom: I thin;: 80, yes.
THE PRESS: -How is it we haven't had them before?

. 'THE PRESS: Well, that's what I was going to get to.
Whet's the history of this thing? Radar operctors in the post,
vhen you inquire of them, have they seen similar lights ir the
past and because they mever bothered to assoclete them with
flying saucers they've never gotten in the newspapers?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Oh, they have associlated
them in the past Wwith things that were thought desirable to
" intercept. I sald a minute ago we've intercepted flocks of
ducks and similor thihgs.: There! s some history of the lack
‘of identification of friendly aircraft which causes a lot of
unnecessary interceptions.in some parts .of the world, being
. mixed up with a lot of this sart of thing too in which we've
.had many interceptions that weit out' and identified a friendly
that should have been established by some .other method, but
mixed up with those there've been many of these attempts to
identify an unlmown that fizzled out 111 the sqme-way that the
current ones- have fizzled out. : .

. THE PRESS: -In other words, i1t 1s not a rare phenomenon,
this thing that happened Saturday night and the Saturday before
that? : (

MAJOP.GENERAL’ SAMFORB: It is net & rare phenomenon.

. THE PRESS; - It's not rare, and it occurs often enough
so that you do have a history, and radar experts have been
trying to find‘out what causes them; is that. right?

MAJOR GENERAL'SAMFGRD:‘ That 1s. correct. . Yes, sir.

' THE PRES3: GCeneral 'Samford, has the Alr Force
conducted any Iindependent research through universities or
through the radar people, the Gilfillen people or whoever?

: MAJOR GENER:L SAMFORD: Yes, sir. We have a nunber
of avallable consultants, seue contracts that have been
Initiated, some of them that are belng thought of, dut, agein,
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I think I'd 1ike to go back to the point of the profit in
this thing perhaps being a measurément first, en adequate
“mensurement that can go to science. - Reports of the some
kind thet we've been getting except for this additional
mechanical asset.-.or opportunity called the redar have .been
. going’ on since the Bible tiumes, Now, the radar gives an
,additional opportunity to-observe something about that, but
it ‘st1ll doesn't ueasure it. with the kind of precision thﬂt is
needed to put 1t into analysis.~

THE PRESS: Are you getting something to do that?

" MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: We have some hope with a
caners - that has on the front of it a -~ will you describe what
that -

CAPTAIN JAMES: It _has o de- fractién‘grid. g

‘ MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Yes, & de-fraction grid on
' the front of it that will be useful against lights. because
“through that de-fraction you'll be able to say, from -what
. substance was this light mede? What gases were burning? Was
it gas? Was it ineandescence? and so forth. Now, those .
cameras -- the lens is about a $15 item, or this grid is,
and the camera 1s sbout.a $15 item. We have on order a small
quantity, two hundred plus of those. We hope to be able to
distribute those into the hands of people who might have -
opportunity, Now, with the great dlversity of people who
report 1t's not too easy to put yowr finger on who has the
highest opportunity to report, into vhose hands such a device
should go, but we think we may learn vwho might be the most
optlmum reporters, A great veolume of these camerans to scatter
around to try through the shotgun approach to get reports
doesn't look like too.valunble a project but that is ome way
of trying to measurc what these lights are. "

THEE PRESS: For vhat purpose --'fhey have had
similar godgets before, I mean, to measure or to determine
the origin of what gemerates the light, Is this a new type?

cAPrAm*JAms- The grid is.

M&JGR GENERAL SAMFGRD ‘It's not new except that it
hogn't been aimed specifically at these items or focused on
these items as far as ve know. -

THE PRESS: General, the Captain mentioned a nmonent
ago or had the thought that when there is tewperature inversion .

1
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- the men know who are 6bsefving rader., Is it all right to ask
1f the Air Force thinks that these oblects the other night
wvere a result of temperature 1nversiot}2 .

: MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, I'll answer that first,
+try to, and then ask Captein James for an opinion. I don't
* think that we are quite sure that the Menzcl theory of temper-
ature inversion or that scientists:are sure that that 1s a good
. theory.  I¥ts supported by some people. Other people who have
| " equal competence, it would appear, dilscredit i{t. So the gomble
as to whether that ia the ccuse or not is about o fifty-fifty
proposition, It's appealing. It does satisfy certain concerns.
Is that o fair statemept or answer to that gquestiont?

CABTAIN JAMES: . 8ir, the Menzel théory applies mainly
to light rays. - . -

MAJOR GENERAL smmm- tés.

CAPTAIN JAMES In regard to the temperature {nversion
effect on radar vaves that “is fairly well established.

. . THE PRESS:’ There § no doubt about the .latter , 1s
there? o . L o

CAPTAIN JAMES: That's right.
THE PRESS: Thnt's ‘been .established. :

TEE PRESSY And it was not .

: CAPTAIN JAMES. We don't have sufficient 1nformation iﬂ
to say definitely that that was the cause. &
THE PRESS: You sald an experienced_ ra&ar operator
could tell the difference.
CAPTAIN JAME'S; I would sy so.
4 THE FRESS: Wasn't there a naval battle during the
war in which there was e great engagement fought against an
1nversion of radar? .
Lzt TR S1g N

CAPPAIN JAMES : I Enderstnn 1, "t(happe"lédo.
e e it peieda

‘u' L« -
"L T THE PRESS: TYou had two experts over there last
Saturdny night, Major Fournet and Lieutenant Bolcomb, who

P N R 2
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described themgselves as radar technicians and intelligence
officers. What was their opinion?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: A May I try to make another
answer and ask for support or negetien, on the gquality of the
radar operator, . I personally don't feel that is. necessarily
associated with quality of radar sperctors because radar
operators of great.quality are going to be confused by the
things which now eppear and . may appear in a radar.  The
" ability to use the rador for the thing 1t was deaigned for
18, I bdelieve, depenaent upon the thing that they see doing
;] normal act. If.it does a normal act, then it becomes
identified as the thing that they thought it was and then it
vulls 1taself along thnnugh this mass of indicetion and they
say, "That one has normal processes.” ‘I think that a-
description of a GCA landing has. som¢ bearing on that in vhich
" to get assoclated with the GCA you hive to make a certain
number of queries and do o certain number of things end thHen
you become identified through the fact that you obey. OCther
things that are in theré don't obey. If you obey, then you
have an identity and you.can. ‘then be followed with precision. ‘
So I wouldn't .like to say - that’this 1s & function of 1nadequate
redor operations., I think it's a thi.ng that can happen to any .
radar operator. .If he sees sowething in there and says,

"That one 1s neither behe.ving nor any other normal pattern.’
What is 1t? Curlosity stimulus, any other kind of stiﬁulus
can result in overemphasls at apy particular time on any
radarscope, These recently appear to have bteen much more
gsolid returns than ere ordinarily. clasaifiable by the argu-
ments that I have Just given.

WOuld you address yourself to what I've Just said?

THE PRESS " Yes. Wnat @b the’ experts think? That
was the question. Yo '

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD: The experts? |
4 THE PRESS: The ones that saw it lost Saturday night.
What d41d they report to you? '

THE,PRESS:", Tvo_of, thet sav 1t7in -=

TER PRESS: What did they say?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: They 8aid they made good
returns. . . .,

:‘0

§
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THE FRESS: D1id they draw any conclusion as to vhat
they were, whether they were clouds? )

-

SASE R

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD. They made good. returns and

they think that they ought to ‘he followed up. o R

-g—f—“’""TEE‘PR £SS: But how you come to’the gemeral.belief
“ that it-wds some elther heat inversions or some cther phenomena

without substance.

<t Gg <
V

‘ MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: 'i’he phrase "withbut'_-'shhstance"
bothers me a little. I :

THE PRESS: Well, ’céula you --

' MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORDe -2, say what we do think?

.,

'THE PRESS: Yes.

MAJOR GnNERAL SXMFGRD I think that ‘the highest
probability is that these are phenomenu assoclated with the’

intellectual and scientific interests that we are on:the rodd
to learn moré about but that there is nothing in them that is
asgocieted with material or vehicles or missiles that are
directed against the United States. =, .

' TEE PRESS General ,. you said that -- can you stop
that short of the United Stotes, sir, or the menace tao the
Uhitéd States?

' MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: . I'm sorry --

THE PRESS: Can you.stop that statement short of
your uenace to the Unitgd States? .

° MAJOR GENERAL'SAMFORD: Well, thot vas the -- I
think that 1s the pirt that I delieved. Now, what was it
that I would have sald otherwise? 2 -

~ TEE FRESS: Well, you said were not associated
with vehlcles -~ . . I
“THE PRESS: Matertals. -

THE PRESS: Missilesg...

v ’ . " .. L

THE TRESS: Périod.
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. .THE PRESS: Material vehicles anﬂ missiles directed
against the United States, =

THE PRESS:, The question vhether these are hostile
or not makes very little* differénce. What we ‘re trying to get

gt 1s are you eliminating’ excluding from any "censideration &

missile, a vehicle, or any other materlal. object that might
de flying through the eir other than sound or light or some

"other intangible?

" THE FRESS: Somebody from this planet or soume other
plaret violating our air spcce. (L&ughter)

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFQRD The, astropomers are our bdest
advisers, of course, in this wusiness of visitors from else-
where. The astronomers ﬁhctogr&ph the sky continuously per-
haps with the most adequ,te photography in existence and the
complete absence of things which would have to be in thelr
appearance for many days and months to come from somewhere
else, It doeen't cause them to have any enthusiasm vhgtsoever

4in thinking about this other side of it,

' THE PRESS; Have, any a$tron0mical laboratories re-~i
ported ony sightings vhatsoever or any astrcnomers? : f" J
MAJOR GEHZRAL SAMFORD: I don't recall, Ceptein
Ruppelt, do you know whether we've had reports from astronomical -
laboratories or obaervatorias? .
CAFTAIN RUPPELT: No, sir. None have ever had any
real bearing. .

; THE PRESS: General, does that -- the kind of .in-
volved explanstion you Just gave us -- dees thet apply to the
recent Washington sightings or upom ‘your observaticns over the
past years since 1946 based on all your experience vith 1t?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD well our reaction to the'
recent Washington sightings is related to the past’ experience
in terms of -- we have dealt with radar blips before.

THE PRESS: Generel, 1f these were vehicles or
materials of our own making, they wouldn't be e mencce to
the United States. Do you exclude that?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I'd exclide that, definitely.
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' THE PRr..SS. Ceneral, let's make 1t clear now you
. are excluding’ -- 1f you'll affirm that -- you are. excluding

. space, mcludmg the subhuman bodies from ot,her pla.nets.
‘.‘,=2' .-: eMAJUB GENEBAL SMOBD In my mind, yes..-._'

THE PRESS' Anything material i 'would that be a
‘_clear s‘catemen'b? N -
e MAJ‘OR GENERAL SI\.MFORD‘ : nen you deal v:lth a scien-
tific man, maybe he might quarrel with you by whot 1é the real
. meenling of "materinl.” With my limited knowledge of material
. T would sty yés. "In my ‘ovn viéw the thing 15 e,xpluded as

THE PRESS:. In, other vords, ., General, if you remove
. the EEI frow thet stetement; V. 11: could apply to any mlssile,

material, or obJect thet is-In the air, regardlegs of whether
it's 2 menace to the Tnited States or not? .

MAJGR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well yes.,
" THE ‘PRESS!" In’ otler words‘:', 1t‘.'Ju,Bt__1sAn',t there,

. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: T believe that, that there
18 no -~ well, ‘now, ‘that is'a little bit in error because a
minute ago I said birds do these things. Now, a bird has
substance, you see. I.don't went to go out and say that these
things are reflections of nothing. If they're reflections
from the grount up in the air ’ they re reflections of something.
Thot's why the thought of saying thot this thing satisfies us
“in having 'no real’ pa.ttern other than thnt of phenomena. )

; ST HE PRESS. General yOu said there'd never been a
siml'caneous radar fix ‘on one of these things. s

MAJCR GENE_RAL SAMFORD: ' I dcm't think b wanted to
say that.

'I'nE PREss- Tai @1dh’t mean to say 1t7

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I meant €0 say that, when
.you talk about simultaneously, somebody will say, ."Was it on
1203 hours L 2!&5 seconds?" and' I don't kaovw.

. e PRESS. Well )’ I'a 1ike to. point out thie fact
o that the offioer 1n cha.rge of the radar s,tation at Andrevrs
e 3
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| Fleld told mwe ‘that on the morning of July QOth, vhich wes e
) week from last Saturday, he picked up an object three miles
{ north of Riverdale and he was in intercom communication with
CAA and they exchanged {nformation and CAA also had a blip
taree miles north of Riverdale and on both radars the same
bllp remained for cbout thirty seconds and simultaneously
disappeared from both sets. Now --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFGRD -Well, thelr definition of

"simuitaﬁeous, yes. Bul eome ‘pecple wan't be satisfied that

that is simultaneously.

' THE PRESS: Well, it is pretty domned simultaneous
(laughter) for all purposes; 1t 1s satisfied by the inversion
theory, Captain. ‘

| oy " MAJOR GENERAL. SAMPCRD; Well, I'm talking about the

= Lt

i R :l“-’a?:""

o

rverne sl i

split -second people who want to say you've gct to prove now
that this happened ot such-and-such a time and they'll say

your observations are delayed by half o second, therefore,

you can't say it was simultaneous.

TEE PRESS: And does yéur inversion theory explain
.away that_s;tuation? ’

'ﬁAPmAIN,JAMES' It possibly could, yes.

THE PRESS: It possibly could, bt ‘could 1t‘! |
|CAPRATN JWMES: Ve don" : have the details.
THE FRESS: Is | there iny reason vhy 14 :couldn’t
ETHE PRESS: General, can we get this clarified?

MAJOR GENERAL SQMFGRD  § believe -- I'm trying to
1et this gentlemin ask a question. Excuse me.

' TEE  PRESS: Isn't it true, sir, that these show a
definite grouping, the’ sightings around atouic bomwb plants or
areas? Doesn't your wEp at wright Fleld show that? :

T s ST | D e PR T VIR 3 g3 AR P e kit e
T U MAJOR GENER\L SAMFORD. I find no More pattern in
this dispersal of sightings than I do. i e radar screen, TYou
can perhaps take distribution of sightings and say that 'you
arrange 1t this wa¥y and you take this groﬁp during this periocd

"and‘'that. glves you a dlapersal thet way have some significance
in 1t. But 1'd like to have Coptain Ryppelt developrthat
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because he probably knows more about what has been done to

try to plot these things and say, "Does that have any meaning?"
I am not satlsfied that any effort ve've made toward a dispersal
pettern has as. y@t developed one shred of evidence or meaning,
Would you correct me or speak to that point?

.CAPTAIN FUPPELT: We've plotteéd these things out on

‘& mep and .they do come out grouped around some of the atomic

installetions fn the country. Eowever, there's one point,
you don't know, maybe the people in that ‘area are a little

more jumpy and, 1f they see a meteor, they’ll report it in

to the guards,f If some former.out in the middle of Iowa saw
a meteor, he'd Just forght about it, Now, that is one pos-
s5ibility that we can't eliminate. A lot of the sightings
that occurred around these atomic installations have turned
out to be balloons’, ete,, but 1t may be that the story has
gone out that those are vital areas and more people ore re-
porting. We don't know, ' .

: TEE FRESS: ‘What percertage of your unexplainsble
anes that you've got ere around there?

CAPIAIN RUPPELT: & few of them,

THE PRESS: Is it the same pattern?

CAPT..IN RUPPELT: T wouldn't say that every sighting
arcund an atomic installation is unexpleined. There's really
no -- I don't quite follow you.

.. THE PBESS" His question 1s what percentage of the
unexplainable percentage of the sightings are grouped around

-atomic energy g-

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: We've never broken it down.
- THR ERESS;, Is 1t unifé}m to the general percentoges?
CAPTAIN RUPPELT: It followed the general percentages.
In other words, 1f twenty per cent of the sightings are un-
explained twenty per .cent of the sightings around Los Alamos
are -=-
| “THE'PRESS: Unexplained.’
CAPTATN BI'.TPPELT': -- unexpleined; right.

THE FRESS: What percentage of these have come from

) technical men in science at these installations?

H
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CAPPAIN RUPPELT: It varies with the type of people.
In other words, at Los Aluamos most of the ‘people are fairly
technical peOple. However, you run the guards in a place like
that, Now, that may ye. another:factor. - All those installations
"have guards that stay out twenty-four hours a day and.those
people are in A bgtter positicm to o‘beerve than other people.

" " THE ‘PRESS: Be.ve many of the scientists thcugh, for
* 4ngtance at Los Alamos, the scientiats :or technical people,
-"reported these things? . L : .

" CAPTAIN RUPPELT' Yes; they have; We ha\_re;r"eports
from ~very high technical people. ) . g -

THE. PRESS: If your reports, some of them, come from
these technical pecple, whet. type of infomation would. the
Alr Force 1like to have?

CAFTAIN RUPPELT: Thé Air,i‘orce would like to have -- .
can I answer, sir? FE o

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Go ahead.

CAPTAIN RUPFELT: The Air Force H‘Ould like to have
e size ’ speed and a.ltitude and what-have-you on these things.

THE PRESS: Num‘oez- of men mside 1897 (Laughter)

THE FRESS: In view of practice.lities vhat woyld an
ordinary citizen do if he saw one? Would you be interested in
his information? What can he do to help you?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT. Actually, we are very much interested.
Ho\rever there isn't much.we can do with thelr informationm.
It's possi‘ble that you might get s series of sightings, In

other words, 1f .you get everybody up and down the East Coast

looking, you wight be able to plot a ground track from it,

" but the information we get from the general public or from

8 sclentist -- there's no difference. In other words, well,

let's take a meteor-like oplect, for example. If you're out

some night and see a meteor, what.can you tell me aﬁout that
meteory You don't even know in which directfon it was going.
Actually, it looked to you maybe like it was going across the

sky from east. to west, but you're net sure. - You're Just looking -
at a horizontal pro,jection of that meteor. And a sclentist .
the same way, Just because he's & scientist doesn't mean he's

got dhetter eyes.
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THE PRE'SS" What about a report for example, about,
one week ago from ‘an -engineer who sighted six or seven who
followed & definite pattern arnd-then all turned in the same
direction and went streaight up at an estimated speed -~ I .
forget what' he said 1t wasy .\ oy ‘ .

. CAPIATH FUPFRIZ: T aouldn't. plck that one out fron
thé mass a.nd. size -- I'm not familiar with that. one, - '

/TEE PRESS: < Bave you investigated these so-called
saucers Rere in- Washington'g , . .

THE FRESS: The ones ve've been aeeing here on radar
sereens., . SHLL I . . w W .
CAPTAIN RUPPELT: ~We've got the data on them.
THE PRESS: Have you 'investigated them yourself?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: Well, whet do you mean by that, .
© now -- gone out and personally talked to all.these .people?

THE PRESS: Yes.
CAPTAIN RUPPELT: No; I haven't.

'I'HE PRESS; Has anybody from the Air Force telked
to Harry Barnes , who's the Senior Controller in the CAA radar?

LCAPTAIN EUPPELT-' We have a report from the CAA
COntroller. _ A

THE FRESS: But nobody 5 interviewed him? a
CAPTAIN RUPPELT' I coulcm't tell you ‘that.

THE PRESS. ‘Genersal , you started to g8y you wanted
certain means of measuring these things end yru mentioned
this camera, - Were you going to-name others or is that the
only thing you have In wmind as a possible way of identifying
and measuring these phenomena?

MAJOR 'GENERAL SAMFORD: Mr. Griffing 1s here from
the Electronics Section. Would you address yourself to that,
Mr. Griffing? : : .

MR. GRIFFING: I didn't hear the question.
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THE FRESS: The question was we'd ask what ~- the
teneral had sald the greatest need now was to get some way
of measuring these reports in terms that you can turn them

" ‘over ‘to & sclentist and I asked him what was Me seeking in

that Way, what he was getting. He ‘mentioned this camera. -
I conriected the guestion with seme way. of meéasuring the gases
and lights. I asked him were - there nther things then -that
that he might mention that theylre -new ordering or procuring
_ for that purpose.
“'MR. GRIFFING: Theireffaotienncamera should tell

vwhether it's an incandesecent source or whether 1t's {lluminous
gaes, Well, that would Immedistely tell ‘Whether it was a
meteor or reflection of a hesdlight, a mirage theory and 1t
might also 1dentify what kind of gases.

. THE PRESS' What uther than this camera? Are there
any other tools that you're seeking now?

MR, GRIFFING: There 1 another proposal which also
dses dé-fraction grabing; vhich:is.o continuously operating
Secamidt telescope, and that will give a continuous record .over
the night. f.f o _

THE PPESS: What 8 this?

THE FRESS:; That's & telescope to phatograph the
entire heaven in one whole picture? ~ 2

MB GRIFFING' Yés, sir.

. THE PREZS: Would you repeat that? What is this
Sehmidt telescope? :

CAPTATIN JAMES It's a type of telescope.

: THE PRESS: What type of teleScope are you talking
sbout, Mr. Griffing? "'

GRIFFING' The ochmidt S=c-h-m-1-d-t, telescope
1s an optical systen that hes:-a wide aperture. That 1g, you
can have a wide range or -aperture, in this case, about 150

" degrees, or nearer the vhole hemisphere cen be photeographed

in one plate and you can have & tontinual record of what
bhappens In the sky at night, meteor trails or what-haVe-you
© and make a photographic record ]

THEE PRESS' Where is this heing used° '
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MR, CGRIFFING:. This is a new development,. S¥his
particular one, but there have been ones similor-to this in
~use mmany c‘bsenvatgr“ies. .Pa.'lomar -has"»a Schmidt telescope.

2% aEE % [y |‘l_.;'_.' ‘l.

. e THE.PRHS : - Are you-orﬂering a number of those for
~plac1ng -‘around the ccuntry? . :

MB. GRIFFING° That 15 a possibility.

THE ERESS. Is that a mcvie-camera type?

, MB GRIFFING. Not exactly. The plate is expesed
fcr ten minutes and then is repleced with another plate and
then so on through the night. That is, .one can .expose a
. photegraphic plate for ten minutes vwithout overexposure, in
-fact, a leonger time,!dbut & continual record will be made. Any

motion that can be 4indteated with a time exposure can be foumd'
" with censdderable: accuracy. S

e

THE PRESS' Does the Air Fcrce have access to eny. of
those right now? . ' :

MR. éﬁIFFiNG:‘_That ﬁarﬁicuiar.thing is net in pro'L
duction yet.
"THE Pams- Hc\r nmch( does it cost?

MR GRIFFING-- Shall T go 1ntc 1t General?
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFGRD Well, g0 ahead.

MR. GRIFFING: The ccst will be betweer three and
¢ fdve- thouaanﬁ dollare apiece, .
- ) .'4 -

TEE PBESS: General has there been any -indicatien
that any of these radar sightings haye been made by electronic
countermeasures being used by U. S Strategic Alr Command
'bombers pr&cticing? .

éb = MAJOR CENERAL SAMFGRD" No; they haven't. We've
investigated that :and, cote. | up negative. o

THE PRESS: Is that Schmidt camera teleSCOpe the
only one, astronomisal telesccpe that's capable of weing used
on a project ‘like this? . )

i B * MAJOR GENERAL*SAMBORD} -?-Proba'bl_y not,

1
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4 MR. GRIFFING: It's n‘!!: yyhe only #ne, but it 1s the
most practical telegcopie mthod. <Any. teiescope can.be used
but ‘the probabllity of getting.a.flylng.pbject is very remete.
Because it has such a wide aperture it makes it more useful.

THE PRESS: well ‘are you plming any other measure-
ment tools other than this camera and telescope?

VR. GRIFPING: Well, of c.urée,"the ‘aigriculty s 1f
we have a high-pewvered. inatrument y Ve.canlt guarantee thet they'll
intercept flying objects so there are other simple measurements
that . .gon be made with trained perscunnel. - There are measure-
ments of time, One can.time the, appearance .and disappeara.nce
with his own vatch and thiun check his watch, Accurate. measure-
ments of time are. one thing and simple measurements of angle
.can be made @y trained people with very crude apparatus, and
‘they cen tell vhether an .gbject is eng mile or, £ifty miles high.

THE PRESS: Baven't we already had some trafned . . ...
persemnel, sp-called trained persemnel, who timed these
‘appearances" : oo

- MR, GRIFFING: There perhaps .have -- Captain Ruppelt
can answer thst. The point ‘16 in any of these operstioms there
have to be two simultanceus abservers to get altitude. You'
can't use Jne observatiomn, and 1t mny .be that two simultaneous
cbservations have not been in the reporta.

TBE PRESS General -

MAJGR GENERAL SAMFORI" I think tha.t the gentleman
here has heen waiting quite awhile with a question, if you
don't mind. , . ' |

. THE PRESS: General you menticned that eight per
'cent of the. reports. ceone - from e.irline pilots. Some .of these, .
men have ag much a8, twenty years ' flying time, twenty years'. .
experience in flying. What's the reaction of the Air Force
to creditable observers like that who give you a detatled
description? b e s co ) s

MAJOR GENERAL smorq“: ‘It's ver'y high. We react

to them as saying this 1s an impertant item.

A "‘E“HE"PRESS: Qo you élagsif? %}m.t , seme of those
things, as phenomenat = :

t e



MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD: Well, what elsc can we call
it? Hls terms of the statement about it are not placeable in
anything else as phenomena. I have.one that a friend of mine

" 'who 1is an Alr Forece offlcer reported from the Middle Eagt. He

sald, T thought that my mental processes vere adequate to avoid
seeing these things, but. I did. see something that didn't belong
- there." He was no more qble to put a precise measurement on
i1t although he had competent witnesses, He's a creditable
ocbserver. We're not trying to discredit the observers, That's
_the reason that I said thet we have many reports from crediteble
ohservers of incredihle things. 'I.‘hey elso say they're in-
credible. N ‘ '

THE PBmSS°' Aré these phenomene capable of chnnge of
direction and speed such as has been rePOrted?
_ MAJOR GENERAL SAMFGRD - There is nothing else known
in the world that can do thpse-things except phenomena! ‘(Laughter)

, THE PRESS: GCeneral, while we're in this mass of
areas for a minute, suppose some superintelligent crenture
had come up'with a solution to the theoreticsl problem of
*levitation, would that not, be massless in our observations
_elther by radar or by sight? No gravity.

.THE PRESS: A balloon has no gravity but its rate
of movement is distinctly limited. "

MAJCR. GENERAL SAMFORD:. ‘Well, I don't know whether
I can give any ansyer to.that, -sir, that makes any sense
becanse 'I'm.not .o metephysician. -I think, probably, Jjust to
return to saying thaet -- we belleve most of this can be under-
stood gradually'by the human mind.

: THE "PRESS: So far as.we- know, ‘have any of these
_ manifestations been>reportea over: Russia or any of the
satellites? J . ,

.., . .MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD*» Well we don't know if there
have been -any: reported over there, ‘0. -

. . THE. PRESS Genenal Samford or perhups Ceneral Ramey,
you have described fighters over the District here In the last
few weeks, Is there any kind of a policy as far as tke rest of

the country of the Air Defense COmmand on such sightings?

MAJOR GENEBAL SAMFORD. I would like General Ramey
to speak to that, if he will, please.
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i MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: ..There's no special policy as
" a result of these reports. We have & standord _operating pro-
* cedure that would caell for an iInvestigatien of reports that
canbe tracked.on-a reasonable assurance of some sort of
intercept or scme direction to (insudible). Those instruc-
'tions are stan&ard however, and are not eapecially coaused
by this. & .

TEE. PRESS : General, is. 11; 4rue that there was a.

tvo-hour delay betveen the sighting’ of these objects’ last

Seturday night ond the dispatch of t.he .jets :Erom New Castle?

MAJCR GENERAL RAMEY: Yes; that 1is true’ because

. there was néver. a track established, As soon os a track was

established: 40 tell the airplane ‘thé direction to .go in and
the authenticity of the thing was established, 'thén the pilots
got off.. As leng &s there's a sporadic report with no identi-
fication, ne.track established, there’s'nc use in- sending &
very short.range short-field-duration interceptér in the air
becauae he wom.dn't know vhere to go or. vhat to do.
REE TBE I-'RESS' In other words it was the decision of
- the eperations efficer ‘chat occe.sioned the delay and not any .
error in tr&namiseion of the alert. ,

‘.- MAJOR. GENERAL RAMEY' 'rhat's correct, yes, sir.

THE FRESS: General it's been rumored that the
Alr Force has been picking.up blips of this sort for quite
~awhile but vaited um,il eivi},ie.n rad.a.r picked 1t up. Is
-that true? S ‘ ‘

MAJOTR G"NERAL SAJ\‘IFORD I think I mentioned earlier
our past experience in dealing with these things 4in many areas
where we have had, oh, htmd.reds of frultless intercept effrrts
in responsée to radar blipa. It's not nev with us at all.

THE PRESS: But of the seme caliber as recently as
‘the past cou;ple cf weeks, I mea.n, the same caliber blips., I
think we've all heard abou:b this blip, but is that the thing
that you sighted before in the past ‘ay the Air Force? That's
what I vanted to ask., ..

~ MAJOR GENERAL SAME'ORD Well , I can-‘only say that I
feel falrly sure that they were the same ‘or reascnably the
same. No two blips on a radar’ are alike,

THE,PRESS: Have these heen better, clearer, bigger? : .
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.. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD¥-- I wouldn't say better or
clgarer. These are good returns. Other p;ople hve suid,
"Thes» are good réturus.” . . ..

THE PRESS: qeneral Samfcrd, te clear that peint up,
I think Captain James indicated earlier in this. reference to
temperature inversion you. nuw say. that these are. good returns.
' Can you get good raturns on this tempersture inversion reflection?

MAJOR GENERAL SMOR:;: ~Yes,

THE PRESS: Can you get & réturn that's as sharp us
the ones you get off of an aireraft?

THR PRESS: ;?haﬁéﬁéges;

: ' TEE PRESS: Captain James said the& were sharper,
.nlarger, avhile ago. ‘

CAPTAIN JAMES: I said it ﬂepended upon the target.

. THE PRESS: 1I'm referring to these seen Saturdny
night. Were those good retwrns? Could the good returms have
been caused by this reflection against this heat (1inaudible)?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOHD We think so. We think that
that, is probable. h

THE PRESS: General, do you think that's probably
vhat they were? T ' '

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: My ewn mind is satisfied
with that, but ny obligation to learn more is not. My own
mind is satisfied with that explanation.

. THE PRESS. General, if after six yenrs of studying
'these things you're now convinced that they 4o not constitute
a threat to the safety of the country, is the Air Force thinking
about turning this over to some other scientific investigating
body or something?

: MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, I think that we would
vent to move Into it with them rather than te say turn it over.

'WHE PRESS: Is there any thought of that, bringing
in other governmental scientific bodies perhaps?

MQJGR QENERAL SAMFORD:‘ Yes.



" 30f

.- .

P U 4
. ~ D2 IR

a" N

2 THE PRESS' Have you® any prog::am along that line?

"You spoke in the beginning that you' vantéd the methods of

measuring things. You ment loned two or three little things -

like the possibility .of buying some cameras and telescopes,

'Ts *there:a program. being set up ts go-abeut this scientifically,

,,and what other. organization are yéu thinking of bringing 1n on it?
MAJCR GENERAL SAME‘ORD I Believe that Colonal Bower

of the Technical Analysis Division at Dayton 13 here., Are you

here, Bower? . Co

B v'g;,’

COLONEL BOWER: Yes, sir.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOR) Woulcl you ad.drees yourself
o that point » pleasel .

COLONEL BOWER: Our 1dea on tha,t is to 1mplement our
present - study with Instruments vherever possible, as Mr. OGriffing

, ,.-mentioned, the refraction: gr:l.d cameraand other pickups that we ~ -~——---

might get . I BRI x ' .

- . TBE FPRESS; How many of these telescopes have ‘been
ordered, the ¢ chmldt teiescope" e :

. . COLONEL BOWER The Schmidt telescopes are not on
; order by us. The refraction grid camera' is ‘&R item which we
are -- T, e, ' - T

s o

TE[E 'PRESS: Is the Schmidt telescope prc;)ect nn
Alr FOrce pro,ject or, ==

g
. t %

MR. GRI:FF,ING' Yes'. Ye's, sir.-, :

_ ‘MAJCR GENERAL SAMF‘ORD - I think the point ‘tha‘c ‘t:he
. - géntlemon over. here wanted to have answered is can you explain
. from memory. the kind ‘af stfucture thet I know that you have in
[ ATIC for, well, I've setn it -sdmewhere in ny. memory that you
have this step and this step and’ this astep. -’
COLONEL BOWER; We have several eteps {n analyses
and that might explain to ‘you ene reason why we cannot- glve
you an instantaneous aMwer. I ‘mean” this -requires a study
:]ust like ‘any technical problem.l’:lrst of all, wve need tech-
endeal data, .Qur. fipst step 15" to collect the data apd check
* 1t agninet other id‘ent;lfied ob,jects such as balloons, if air-
craft or missiles or ‘such ‘things- as meteors, are,: f6llowing .
that, and 1t comes back, ‘and we. make an-apalysis of it within- - ~ -~ -
our own groups. We have specialists in our own orgenizations,
‘people on electredynamics, physics, geophysics , and various



other specialties that would fit into this, Following that,
_1f it 1s necessary, we will send 1%t to' consultants or
‘' "gpecialists.in the field. .Your mention -of a centractor --
we are considering that with. the 1dea, if ¥e can't come out
with an answer, of giving it to o contractor to study it.
That' won''t be:a -short-time, Jobe-. . . s ;
e Rt e smpR PREBS: Are you taking a new approach in this
;’*]_ whola thingv.;a-. SRy

COLONEL BWER» 1 'v;'{éq;&_ se_;y";‘ izr.xp]..é‘ment‘i'ng the past

Mo -

THE PRESS. \Going at it more systematically.

¥ ¥ o approach.

‘

S . COLONEL: BOWER Yes.'; T $hink that's the thing to
stress.' In & lot- of. these. things. you cen't get: technical
data and witheut technical data you can't get a technical
answer very well. ;

RN
» e
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MAJOR GENERAL SAMFQBD' “Maybe I have a thought
. that'h&ght hélp .in ansvering “that problen. When ve started
. "7 to say“this 18 an-.obligation we nust learn more sbout, we
: thought initially that we ceuld leorn samething from volume
of repcrts. We say we want all the reports we- can get and
‘then -sée’ that:through that volume maybe we can make a pattern.
I think we're beginning to believe now that the things which
Sag 4 _we can sense from volume are not necessarily the things which
B uw JWe velue, : In other. words, volume can come from many different
' . things. It ¢en come from external stimulus. It can come from
. an unisusl’ oppRrtundty,. It can come from such a variety of
t meaningless'things 80 that the velums of reports 1s not going
40 b€ our 'angwer. We have thought we'd get thousands and
thousands of reports. znd-cut of these we will develop sovmething
. that has pattern, We're “now becoiiing convinced that only
through ¥ettér reports, vith equipment .or with a trained
reporte¥: specifically attempting to report the valuable things
- ebout these items are we likely to preduce uaterial {hat 1is
-guitable grist for 'a scientific onalysis. The stuff we have
Lo nov hasn't ensugh meat en 1ts homes tu interest sclentific
~people. R T PR .
B . THE PRmSS._ Well, General would you say a qualified
. . observer would be -the pllot from,New Castle -- T believe his
* ‘name- was Diettenant Patterson:-- who .got wilthin vhat he
. estimnted was two miles of this obaect 1ast Satwday? BHave
you questioned him? .

= af 25 -~ '
. e SN
e
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. MAJCOR GENERAL SAMFORD: He has no measurement that
you can put in scientific hends. '

'I'HE PRESS:: Well " ather than his eye as-a- pilot.

S MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: E:C says -- 1if- the quality of
" the’ obser?er is thet of seeing something, he was & qualified
_.‘.o‘oserver. If the quality 36 mbnsuring aomething, he' is not a
..qualified observer. AL 4

ol Kl

THE PRESS- Well the reason I'd 1mp11ed that he'd

be qualified is he was pro'bably omcentrating with all of his
intensity upon this object.that he was pursuing. He nust have
been thinking about it- pretty mtenge;ly, .therefore, cen probably
glve you some pretiy good 1nforma.tion. Ha.ve you questionea him
_about it? :
, MAJQR GENERAL SAMFORD' Yes. He had motive; he had

. directicm, he had interest; he had opportunity. But he had no
. .measuring devices to mcasure this thing; or these things that

; need to have, measurement before 1t can become anything other

.. than a s:l.ghtibg 2 o i S

THE PREss- WEll dp you explain his sighting on the .
basis of this heat inversion theory teo, mow? , |

MAJQR GENERAL SAMPORD: - ~Not necessarily. That very

\ _.-._1ike1:,r is one that sits.-apart. and says .insufficient measurement,

.o in front of us as eaymg néy :

" ,1nsuff:[cient associetion withiether things ) "{nsufficlent insuf-
ficient association with other: probabilities for it toc do any
more tha.n to jJoin’ that grcmp of a:lghting that’ we st111 hold

.‘,‘. . e LA
B N § ".'."3‘ 'o" 3 ’

_ - THE PRESS:' Hasn't he: admitted that ihan aight have
s _been a ground light that he was; ]—.ooking at’ :

MAJOR GENERAL SM&FOED: 3 don'*l' ler‘ l LENT I .-
. P et . -
) ) THE PRESS" Welly nve yog Lo me. '.:1 .g swcalosion ag
-8 result of 1nberrogaﬁ1ngfthia «pilm :

. MAJOR GENERAL- SAMFORD' None ohher than that this is
a.no‘cher one of the thcmsand or, two tnousand sightings.

, TJI3 PDEss-- General this felluw that almost flew
into the grourd, did he go around & gorner es 1f on & bent
return? What were the clrcunstances of that’ flight"

P - i : .
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© MAJOR GENERAL-SAMFCRD: Did I get the information of
the groind lock-on fram you, James?

CAPTAIN JAMES: -Yes, sir; you did.
MAJOR GENERAL SAMECRD: ~Would you answer. the question?
CAPTAIN JAMES: I'm sorry~ I didn't hear 1it.

THE PRESS: nid he lock en & reflected image, go

around the corner, ené go dewn to the ground? Wag that the

pattern? : .

' : CAPTAIN JAMES:: Yes, thdt's true. That was the

- . . pattern, and he, did that three times and each time it led
him to the same point on. the ground. :

. ' - THE PRESS: Gaptain, vhat aboux the manvwho ‘saw
four lights, Saturday night?

.CAPTAIN JAMES: Well, I'll have to osk Ceptain
Ruppelt te explain the 1ights.. ‘ o

THE PRESS. General --_'

MAJCOR GENERAL SAMEORD There s this difficulty.
May I make this statement? I was; trying to <+ let's take
any. one of these reports’ ond pull it out and say, "Well, what
is the meaning of thet one report?" None of these things in
“the period of our, entire experience with them has had any
velidity en its.own. The only thing that we hope for is to
find enough similarity in sequence of these things so that
you can begin te pull something out. There is no validity
. in them as 1naiv1dun1 sightings tp mean cny particular thing.

THE ERESS. Genersl, did you notice 'in sll of your,
say, twenfy per cent of the inexploingble reports a consistency
es to color, size, or speed, - estimnted ‘speed? “

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD° None whatsoever.

TEB PRESS: Nonc whetsoever?

_MAJQR GENERAL SAMFORD ‘No:

THE PBESS* Have you ever tracked the speed by radar
of any p&rticular object thut you con explain?
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. w7, MAJOR  GENERAL" SWOR} There have been mny radar
reports giving speed.’

THE PRESS: - What ‘afd-they rende from, sir?

..o+ MAJOR OENERAL SAMFORD: Théy run from zero to
fantastic speeds. _—

se, “...

o THE PRESS' Genere.l, hov do you expla.in this case,
-now?. The CAA; -0s I understand the ‘stery, after picking up
. theése’ cbjects .on:therradar,'also got this Capital Adrlines
pflot named Plerman on their rodnr as he was golng out west
and, as the Senlor Controller told me, he said whenever a
blip, cne of the unidentified ‘blips, appeared anywhere‘near
Pierma.n's plane, he would call Pierman ep the: radio.and: say,
“"You have treffic at two o'clock about three miles,” and
Pierman, in return, would look to the given range and bee.ring
e.nd s{ay, "I see 1ts - I afe the ligh T w i :

THE PRESS: Eappy New Year. (Laugmter)

THE PRESS: Piermam describcd 11: as a Iight tha.t
was zooming and oll such things and this. wns done not once
but Barnes told me he instructéd him on that target three
times and then, Saturdey night, this past Saturdey night,
when they all-saw all these blips, Barnés vectored -at least
a.half dozen.airline .pilots-and planes into tbese things a.nd
they all reported seeing lights. PN

% ) ‘I'EE PBESS.. Maxxy of them didn't see them, according
to Barnes. . : s PP
e, . v ‘K . . - & o ‘ ) 3‘ »“v ~~ ) ,M‘ o
C.... . THE. PRESS. Ye§~." M_any'"o_f' tnémégidp'._@;sea ‘theiﬁ,'_'but
. tHEn Some dido LT ‘. “ o fL- .-" - NS ' : ’ i

3

MAJOR GEH\IERAL SAMFOR): T can’t explain that. .

¥ .’

2 TEE PRESS well how* do : you explain this directing"
Is that autosuggeetion or --

.'.-' L

" a0k GENERAL -MORF I qan't, expla:_ln'-it at all,
I think mﬂybe - w X o : Wt '{ ) '.~‘...: s e R "

THE FRESS: Have you inveatigated the.t ‘phase of
this thing, this vectoring the planes into that?

e M ! DRGSR " e J" ':} = 4

Bk MAJOR GENE’RAL SAMFQBD: ‘You' can investigate, but
the technigque of investigating a precess of /mind-reading,
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for exémple;'6i.the‘£ééﬁn{hﬁé of investigating the process of
mesmerism. You can say will you investigate those thingst T
think probably we know no more about mind-reeding than the
technique of inveBtigéting that br the technique of imvesti-
gating evidences of spiritunlism than we do about these flelds
but for many years the” Fleia of spiritualism had these same
things in 1t in which completely coumpetent. creditabvle observers
reported incredible’ things. "I. don'& mean to say.that this is
thdt sort, of thing, Bot it’a ‘an explanatiun of an 1nab111ty to

. explain ond-that is with us. ' ;

. THE PRESS. General, I understand that the wvavelength
of the radar has something to do with vhat 1% can pick up in the
way. of phenomana - Were these relatively low or relatively high
wnvelength radar? - . ¢ L _ .t

MAJGR SERERAL SAMFORD I couldn’t say and- I don‘t
kncw whether Cap.ain James cen or not, but I'd like to have him

have .the opportunxty.'

2 X

y ~CAPTAIN JAMES: ' Theése were relatively high frequency
.or short wavelength. However, the same effect can be observed
on long vavelen th eﬁuipmenb with differing degrees.

THE PRESS' Tou’ eay very short Vavelength? ‘.

CAITAIN JAMES. In this case, yes.

-
J

THE PRESS‘ They were designed for different purposes?
- MAJOR GENERAL SAMFURD Yes, sir

THE PRESS¢ General why hns the Air Torce refused
to disclose the substance of Captain Mentell's air-groumd
conversations before he died? Do o remember that case?

MAJGB GENERAL SAMFORD Well, I don't know enough

about 1t to say what was said or'what some reasons were,
BN AR

THE IRESS' Well .& prpular bqok made quite a point
of that, that the Air Force was helding back on that' because -
it told the trud matwre of the sgucer, that he had approached
1t) and == . . :
DI MAJOR GENEEAL sm"ozm: wen, I wish that . that were
. -_true, that be did eay ’something that . had enough gubstance.in
it.fer use. -.I haven't the slightest 1dee what he said,
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THE FRESS: Are you withholding any information
about these so-called =L .

MAJCR GENERAL smoan Are 'w.'re now?

THE PRESS: Ye’s. Is anyth:lng e )
e e :
. MAJ CR GENERAL- SAMFOBD. There is one thing tha.t ve
have asked that our -- some of our 1nformers have agked == I
don't like the word "Informer" either -- reporters hacl asked -

THE PRESS: We don't like that ‘word efther.

' MAJOR GENERALVSAMFORBu I like the' vord. .Reporter
is all right. But many people are reticent sbout reporting
these things if their names are mentioned because they cre

~ frequently looked on by others aas being publicity seekers or
. maybe peaple will avoid them and go on the other side of the
street for ewhile (laughter}, so they ask us to not say who
made this report and sometimes information 1s recéived that
_deals with the eredi‘bility of o reporter saying he's drunk-
all the time or he neéver did.do enything but 1 but_lie, (Laughterj

Well, “those things we get are not revealed, but-in so far as
the statement of what they sav, when and where they saw it,. .
the measurements that they took such 88 they were, we are not
withhelding any of that data,

THE PRESS: How sbout your interpretation of what
they reported? ‘ e

MAJOR GENER/L SAMFORY: Well, {rée pe *$rying to say
as much as we can on that today end admit that the barrier of
‘understemd.ing on all of this iz not one that we'break.

THE H{ESS' Geneml have yon ever said flatly that
these sre not machines.that “the United States ha.s made .or - 13
developing? S

‘l

MA.m GENERAL SAMEQR) ‘What wag that'?

. THE PRESS: EHave- -you said this afternoom th&t these
- are not machines or veapms that the Uhited S‘aa‘oes 15 developing?

MAJCR GENERAL SAMFORD. I would' say that th.esb tha.t

-+ We have been speeking ebout in this locelity are derinitely not.

Bowever, many reports that :we have receliyed &nd we've been able
to correlate- and put 111 theix: place we. haVe ‘been able to do S0

ol 1
i
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through association with an activity we had somevhere, a Jet
aircraft line, a missile, certain balloens. We could say,
well, the report probably was assoclated with this -thing
which we've done, but in so far as what you are thinking
about 1n this locality -

'I’HE PRESS: These are- no*t: missiles or rockets?
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCERD: : --,there is nothing.

- . THE FRESS: Well, General, could you turn that. over
a little bit? A.lot of people keep saylng that all this talk
.1s & cover-up and that saucers are really the result of some
experiments the United States » elther the Alr Force or Atomic
Energy, is carrying en. Can you meke a flat statement and soy
that - these wmexplaihed Plying saucer menifestations are not
the result of any American weapon or other experiuentation or
test? : .
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD' I1'd say thﬁt those that we
categorize as unexplained or wnidentified have gone through
" the process of trying tO associate them with something we were
doing and When we fail-to associdte them with something we're
doing, we say that is .one éther ¢lue that ran to nothing. Now,
to say thot sightings everywhere are -- none of them could
possibly be associlated with what the United States is doing,
isn't quite true because we k'naw that a pe.rticular Jet fighter
has been flying in a certain a.rea, somebody has reported thus

 'and. thus end thus; and we get those two things together and

we say something that we were dolng caused that report. As
General Ramey sald a minute ago, ‘there fs a fair degree of
probability. that two fighters locked on each other and saw
. &nd recelved senses, That was certainly something we were
' doing that caused those two reports. T

THE PRESS° Whﬂt T was aimin'gAat was this popular
- feeling -~ L S

MAJOR GEN‘E{RAL smom) of mystery?

THE PRESS: -~ of‘ nystery, of something, that it's
. some very highly secret new weapon that we're workinz -
that's causing all this.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: We have nothirg ta~t has no
mass ond imliniSedupower! (IAughter)
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THE PRESS: General some'body asked you before how
much wmeoney. you d spent on this investigation since the\start.
How much have you spent.on iv?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: 'It's ve;-y's._;light.' I don't
knaw.v.-. ‘ Wt .

: . TEHE PBESS'“ General, in .connectlon with. vithholding
information, I'd 1ike to ask General Ramey & question. . That 1s,
" how many. times have fighter plenes been brought downover the
Washington area in the last couple of veeks to investigate
.reports.of, flying obdects’ ; . . ; “

. MAJOR (ENERAL RA}'EY That's & matter of record -
three,. I believe. I think two flights one night and ope. flight
Saturday night. I-don't remember the night the other two vere
up. - I think there have been six sorties.

v .. THB FFESS' Qne flight the first Saturday night and
two flights - . .

. B MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: In this immediate aven, yos.
. Ve have airplanes that investigate vorious reports all -over
~the. country or places whare we have, these fighters but o~

- .. TEE PRESS; I tnough; the Alr Force had said that
it couldn‘t send any fighters up. because it didn‘t have them.

MAJQR GENERAL RAMEY No. I don’t believe it said
that. A L st T

" THE PRESS:’ The firgt night,
THE PRESS' How about last night - Jeneral?.
g ; MAJUR GENERAL RAMEY Nu, ‘there ‘were no fighters
up last night, o A .

THE PRESS° Were there fighters sent 1n here from
- New Castle on both those Saturday nights in-questioh? .,

MAJOR GENERAL" RAMEY Thatfs right, yes.

: THE PRESS: Lﬂst night, was that becavse of lack of
a track?

MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: Lack of e track.
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THE PRESS: General, are sightings from military
personnel made public generally, or are. they =--

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: There's no reason why they
shouldn't be,

LT A S ST e R T - T

THE FRESS: Thank you, General. Thank you.

« « « The cenference was cencluded at 5:20 p. m. . .

(#377-Hedges )



