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(1) SWEA:

(a) The following references established the fact and circum-
stances of the execution of a Flight Lieutenant near SALAMAUA on

29 Mar 43.

(1) ATIS Document No. 4959, (Original reprodiuced as Appendix "A",
Part 1, page Al), extracts from diary, owner and unit unknown,

contains the following passage:
"PLOOD CARNIVAL™

"29 Liar 43, All four of us (Technician KULOKAWA, NISHICUCHI,
YAUATA a2nd myself) assembled in front of the Hevdjuarters at

1500 hours. One of the two members of the crsw of the Douglas
which was shot down by A/A on the 18th, and wao had been under
cross-examination by the 7tr Fase Force for some days, had been
returned to the SALALAUA Garrison, and it had been decided to kill
him., Unit Corrancer KCI.AI, when he care to the cbservation station
to-day, told us personally that, in accordance with the compassion-
ate sentirents of Jarenese PUSLIDO, he was going to kill the
rrisoner himself with his favourite sword. ©So we gathered to obser
this. After we had waited a little more then ten minutes, the truc

came along.

“The prisoner, who is at the side of the guerd house, is given his
last drink of water, etc. The Chief ledical Officer, Unit -
Commander KCMAI and the iieadguarters Fletoon Comnander came out of
the officers' mess, wearing their military swords. The time has
come, so the priscner, with his arms bound and his long hair now
crocped very close, totters forward. Ee probably suspects what

is afoots but he is put on the truck =2nd we set out for our
destination. I hzeve a seat rnext to the Chief kiedical Officer,

but ten guards ride with us. To the pleasant rumble of the

engine we run swiftly elong the road in the growing twilight.,

The glowing sun hezs set beiiind the western hills, gigantic clouds
rise tefore us, and the dusk is felling 211 around, It will not
be long nsw. As I picture the scene we are gbout to witness,

my heert teats faster.

I glance at the rrisoner; he has probatly resigned himself to
his fate. ALs though saying farewell to the world, as he sits in
the truck he locks abocuty a2t the hills, at the sea, and seems
deep in thought., I feel 2 surge of pity and turn my eyes away.

As we passed by the place where last year our lamented squad leader
was cremated, Technician NISHICUCHEI must have been thinking about
him too, for he remarked "It's a long time since we were here
last", It certeinly is a long time. Ve could see the place every
day from the observetion post, but never got a chance to come.,
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; It 1s nearly a yeur since the squad lezder was cremated., I wes
moved in spite of myself, and as I pzssed the Flace I closed my
eyes and prayed for the repose of SHILIZU's soul.

The truck runs along the sea shore. Je have left the Navy guerd
sector behind us ané n-w come into the Army guard sector. Here
end there we see sentries in the grassy Tields, and I thank

them in my heart for their toil a2s we drive on. They must have
got it in the bombing the nicht before last - there sre greet
holes by tire zicée of the rced, full of water from the r2in. In
e little over twenty minutes, we arrive zt our destinetion, and
2ll get off.

Unit Commander LOLLAI stands up end gavs to the prisoner, "“Wwe are nc
goilng to kill you". Waen e tells *he priscner thszt in accordance
with Japenese BUELIDO he would te killed with =2 Japanese sword,

5! graze, he listens
with bowed head, The Flight-Lisivizrant (T.N. in Japerese,
"TAII" - thus sefers to the rrisoner) says a few werds in a low
voice. Apravencly he wents to be killed with one stroie of the
sword., I hear him zay the word ¥One® (T.N. in Eogliasn), "he
Unit Commanier bacomes tense and his face stiffens as he replies,
"Yes" (T,N. in English).

Now the time has come, ard the prisoner is made to knee# on the

bank of a borb cratesr filled with weter. He is aprerenly
resigned; the pracauvtioun is tsken of surrounding nhiim wit: guerds
with fixed bsyonets,; but ne remaine calm. He even =tretv~has

out his neck, end is very prave., Vihen I put ryseliiin tae
prisoner's nlesca, ard think thet in one more miaate it w21l be
good-bye tc tris world, althovgh the dsily bomiines have filled
me with hare, crdinary human feelings mske ne piely him,

The Unit Comnunder has drawn his faveovrite sword. It is the
femous 0S5/17l. 2 sword which he showed us a2t the observastion
post. gliTters in the light a2nd sends 2z cold shiver cown
my srine., He tars the rrisoner's neck +izghtly with the back
of the blaijc, then raises it above his head with Loth arms,
end brings it down with a sweep.

I had been stending with my muscles tensed, but in that moment
I closed nmy eyes.

SSiileeessslt must be the sound of blood spurting frem the
arteries. ith a sound as though scmething wabt2>y h=d been cut,
the body falls forwerd., It is amazing - he kad ki:lled him with
one stroke. The onlookers crowd forwerd. The nead, devacned
fror the trunk, rolls in front of it. SSH! S58.....The dark

blood gushes ocut,

All is over., The head is deed white, like a doll, The savageness
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nothing but the ru= ccrpassion of Tapanese
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