GENERAL HEATQUARTERS
FAR EAST COMilAND
Oporations, CIS, G-2
Compilation Branch

APO 500
29 July 1947

SURJECT HIRAMOTO, Michitaka
DATE OF BIRTH 23 Teb 1904.
PRESENT ADDRESS 1307 Qhara-machi, Mezuro-ku, Tokyo.

OCCUPATION

As of July 1946 Connected with Tiramoto Shokai, buying and sellinz.

FORMER RAYK Captain.

DATE OF RETIREMENT: 20 Oct 1945.
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the File:
Sub jeet: HIRAMOTO, Michiteka

A searach d:PB Case Files reveals No

reference 10 Sub jeet.
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6 May 1947

HIRANOTO, Michitaka
Requested as general witness and testified
5 May 1947
Address - No. 1307 Ohara-machi, Meguro-ku
Tokyo .
Affidavit admitted as exhibit No. 2538 Former Captain in
Japanese Navy.
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ety 9 May 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. David N. sutton;
MTr. Smith N. Crowe
FROM : EDWARD Pi MONAGHAN, Chief, Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT :  Defense Witness

1. Please find attached hereto 1list of material available on the -3
fellowing witness and/or witnesses. !

DEFENDANT - Witness General o
WITNESS LIST OF MATERIAL AVAILABLE
f Hiramoto, Michitaka curriculum vitae

2. Please acknowledge receipt ¢f this memorandux by initialling

and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300. E
L
Incl & EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described above)
I
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The former Captain (Navy) HIRAMOTO, Michitaka

Permanent Domicile No. 3216, Fuchumura, Aki-gun Hiroshima
Prefecture
Date of Birth 1904, Feb., 22
1920, Aug. 26 Ordered to be student in the Naval
Academy '
1923, July 14 Certified to have completed the Instruc- !

tion Course of the Naval Academy.

i Appointed candlidate for Ensign. |

1924, Dec. 1 Appointed Engign.

1926, Dec. 1 Appointed Lieutenant (JG)

1928, Dec. 10 Appointed Lieutenant

1934, Nov. 1 Appointed KOSHU/ classification flight
Trainees/student in the Naval War College.

1935, Nov. 15 Appointed Lieut. Commander.

1936, Dec. 1 Appointed Flying Unit Commander of |
Alr Group at Jateyama. {

1937, July 11 Appointed Flying Unit Commander of '
Air Group at 'Kisarazu'!.

1937, Sept. 11 Appointed member of the Educational
Section, Naval Air Headquarters.

1939, Dec, 22 Ordered to serve with the Naval Air

: | Headquarters.

1940, Jan. 10 Appointed staff officer, of the First
Combined Air Group.

1940, Nov. 15 Avpointed Commander. |

1941, Jan. 15 Appointed staff officer of the 1lth |
Air Fleet. |

1941, Sept. 1 Ordered to serve with the Naval Air |
Headquarters, |

h |
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1941,
1943,
1943,
1943,
1944,
1944,
1944,

1944,
1944 ,
1945,

1945,

1945,
1946,

N P R

Sept. 15
Aug. 15
Sept. 1
Sept. 20.
May 15
Aug. 15
Sept. 25

Octs 15
Dec. 15
Jan. 3

Jan. 8

Oct. 10
June 15

e e g

L
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Appointed member of the Administration
Department, the Naval Air Headquarters.

Assigned to the Headquarters of the
Southwest Air Fleet.

Appolnted staff officer of the South-
west Air Fleet.

Appointed additionally staff officer
of the 13th Air Fleet.

Appolinted additionally staff officer
of the 1lst Alir Fleet.

Appointed additionally staff officer of
the 3rd Southern Expeditionary Fleet.,

Discharged from additional duty as
staff officer of the l1lst Air Fleet.

Appointed Captain.
Assigned to the 'Yokosuka'! Naval District.

Ordered to serve with the Naval Air
Headquarters.

Ordered to be on duty with the first
section, of the Administratlon Department.

Appointed as additional post, an officer
of the Naval Store Department.

Ordered to be on duty at the General
Aviation Equipment Bureau.

Appointed First Reserve.

The Naval Officers! Service Regulation
was abolished, according to No. 322 of
the Imperial 6rdinance, 1946,
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HIROTA's Memoires

vary 19, 1937, P 8

HIROTA, the Prime Minister, is reported as having said "according to the

War Ministry it was decided that MIZAKI should be acquitted.”

January 21, 1337, Page 1692

BEIROTA met TERAUCHI and TERAUCHI said "Phie definitely calls for dissolution.

There is no other way- - - MIZAKI was finally acquitted."




NARRATIVE SUMNARY OF THE RECORD Page 3244
May 5§E1947 :

DEFEN pIVv. III  CHINA.
HIRAMOTO -Direct Examination
. //fffw
21,476 Direct Examination 0£)HIR$MQIQ¢ Michitaka
py Mr. Roberts

The Witness stated he lived in Tokyo. He

21,477 jdentified Exhiblt 2538 as his affidavit. * The
witness, a former navy captaln stated that he had
been sent twice 1o China, once from May 1, 1940 to

Sept. 9, 1940 and from July 20 to September 1, 1941,

Air Raid Detachment who held concurrently the post
of the Commander of the First Combined Alr rorces.

The officer in command Was under the operatlion di-

The second time the wltness was air chief of
staff to the commandant of the Eleventh Alr 5,uadron
under the operational direction of the Commandant

of the fleet in Chinese waters.

From May 1, 1940 to Scptember 5th, the vltness

. assaulted the Ssu Chuan Province, concen rating his
attack on Chung Ching, tO srustrate the Chinese

forces from attacking and to shatter the Chinese
Central Military organizations * gand to put an énd tO

21,478 * the Chinese Incident swiftly. These were called NOo
101 operations carried out jointy by the army and navye

Chung Ching 1s & rugged small town situated

at a junction point of rivers, forming & basin, an
{g almost always covered DY ciouds. The vestaa rights

of third powers are scattered therein and 1t was least
fitted for bombing.

21,479 The Commandant therefore troubled himself much
about selecting targets, 1t was in the first Shanghal
vattle that the Naval alr Forces took part in actual

fighting. gince they were engaged in difficult
fighting 1in small and narrow places Where third powers'

vested rights vere involved, great care Was taken in
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NARRATIVE SULKMARY OF Tiii RECORD Page 3245
May 51 1947

DEFLNSE DIV III China

HIRAMOTO- Direct

selecting targets and all were ziven very strict
instructions.

In assaulting Chung Ching, all necessary
measures were taken to bomb exclusively military
targets, Lvery plane had to carry a map of the
streets as edited by the Naval General Staff.
Headquarters of the Air Raid Corps tried to obtain

. the latest news on the place. In addition to
spies they approached particularly Chinese leaders
who had escaped and Jjoined the Nanking Government

21480 * to gather the latest news, particularly on
central military organizations, Tiis information
was put on the maps.

Out of absolute prudence they took every
opportunity to explain to the crews the instructions
from Tokyo referring to the standard to be observed
in waging air war and the bombing regulations.

They studied to heighten the fair and just spirit
traditional in the navy.

The central military organizations in Chung
Ching were mainly located in the west, But the
Gendarmerie Headquarters and some others were found
‘ . scattered within the wall., Anti-aircraft battery
seemed to be well equipped and the whole town
appeared as a fortress. They also received informa-
tion that the Chinese fighting headquarters were
shifting according to the requirements of the times.
This made them assume that the fighting headyuarters
21481 * were located in the western suburbs, western district
within the city wall, the western opposite river side,
the suburbs in the southern river side and the .
western suburbs located at the southern river side, o

They carried out the air assaults from an B
altitude of two to three thousand meters, paying |
| particular attention to the western district. They
- o tried to aim exactly at the targets. The witness
| also participated in operations against the inter-
J 4 ior of the province from July 2 O to September 1,
| 1941, These operations were centered on Chung Ching :
| to make up for the poor results of the previous year's !
action. The objective planned and the execution,
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD =
MAY 5, 1947 Page 3246
DEFENSE -DIV' III, CHINA

HIRAMOTO- Direct

followed the main lineés of the principle determined
in the previous year,

Beforehand, by diplomatic means, they request-
ed transferring the third powers nationals to the
southern river side so that they might not be - Jeop-
ardized. They were constantly on the alert with
regard to war vessels and ships of third powers lest
stray bullets cause another Panay incident.

In the course of the attack, an air detach-
ment was unable to drop its bombs 1n time because of
imperfections in equipment. A bomb thrown with undue
delay fell in the vicinity of the American gunboat
"Tutuila" then at anchor in the river causing damage

' to a boat being attached to her stern. There was no

21,483 damage to the gunboat;* this incident was considered

a great regret since {hey desired to avold such mis-

fortune,

They apologized for not having been able to
avert the accldent because the bombing was beyond
their control,

The witness was sent to Tokyo and Shanghai
to explain, Boththe Central authorities and the
Fleet Headquarters in China expressed deep regret,
The witness was reproved, He returned to his unit
after being instructed that more precaution should
be taken in carrying out air raids and that the
vested rights of third powers should not be damaged

any more,

Cross Examination by Mr, Tavenner,

21,484 The witness stated * that he did not recall
in detall the damage to the United States Chancell=-
ery and the gunboat prior to June 16, 1941, How=-
ever whenever foreign interests were involved, or
notification to that effect made, such notice was
communicated to the air corps, He was completely
unaware of the Japanese Government's answer on these

matters,
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: ‘i ‘ ' ' 7 May 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Sutton

FROM + KDWARD P. MONAGHAN, Chief, Investigative Division, IPS
SUBJECT : Defense Witness | :

1. Please find attached hereto 1iét of material available on the
fellowing witness and/cr witnesses.

DEFEI'DANT - Witness General
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WITNESS LIST OF MATERIAL, AVAILARLE

HTRAMOTO, Michitaka Memo for the file
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2. Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this cffice, Room 3:3C.

: . L1

Incl EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described above) 1
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6 May 1947

HIRAMOTO, Michitaka

Requested as general witness and testified
5 May 1947

Address - No. 1307 Ohara-machi, Meguro-ku,
Tokyo

Affidavit admitted as exhibit No. 2538 Former Captain in

Japanese Navy.
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" Def poc No. 1544 | ' 45%/7

o ' I MTVHFE
~ ‘ﬁ 2 ;‘
: United Sta tes of, America et all 1 :
‘8 ARFKY, dadao et all | |
{5 SwO RN DLPOSLTION E
B : 't
g Deponent : Hiramoto, :ichituka | i\
it Having rirst duly sworn & oath as on ettached sheot “f
; » l 1 EL.,
3 and in accordunce with the procedure followed in my country ’[
8 I hereby depose as follows. . _ oot :
1 | ¢
| 1_‘
| [ v TH :
P B i
!' S 4‘ " .J
: X - . Py
. B In accordasnce with my conscience I cswear to tell the .
{ - [~
¢ I whole truth withholding nothing w«nd adaing nothing. 1}
| !
r i
1 nTRaaVTO, michituka  (ceal) :
q ¥,
' |

B Bt Caen . 3
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Def. Doc., 1344

Lo, < wés formerly a Captein of the Jepenese Navy, On

November 15, 19AC, I taocome Corriaiier,
‘—-——-\-——-—\*
2. I was sent twice to China, Once, it was from the

—
1st of 1ry 1%i0 to the 5th  of Septenber of the sane year,

e AT R e S o i S S
Once, it wes from-the 20th of July 1941 to the 1lst of

——————

Septunter of the sane yeere.
3, VWhen I wes sent there for the first time, I ected as

the Lir Catef Staff to the Officer in Command of the

Combined [ir Raid De*achnent who held concurrently the

post of the Comnendier of the First Combined [ir Forces,

This O ficer in Cormand was pleced under the operation

directions of the Cornender in Chief of the Flect des-

petched to the Chinese waters. Vnen I wes sent there for

the second time, I scted r£s the .\ir Chief Steff to the
Com;;ﬁagz—zzhbhiof of the Eleventh /[.ir Squedron in which
wes pleced the oreratiou directions of the Commender in
Chief of the Flect despetched to the Chinese weters,

L., Fron the first of lky 1940 to the 5th of Sceptember of

/—A
—~— e 2
the sene yvar, I asssultud the crers of the Ssu Chuen
2 L S IS . e A

Province, concentreting ny atteck cn Chung Ching. This

. i — e ——— . P —— T ———— -

was cerricd out in order to frustrete the will of the
=, __F____________*—M

Chinese forces to keep on fighting, to shetter the Chincse
o — W-
centrael nilitery orgenizations and to put an end to the

p— — "'"q-i"--—.-r—'-"-l-"-'- I.W

"“FH-—-‘-I-"_"-'_

éhiﬁe Incidéht swiftly,

- H.'ﬂ

et R

p— B . [P L

n'fhé operations duriﬁg this period were called 1Mo, 101
oporetions which were carried out jointly by the Lrmy end
Nevy. |
5+ ~Chung Chingtis ¢ rugged snell town of four or five

S ——— |
sqguere nmiles being siturtid ¢t 2 junction point of rivers,

- - -
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Def. Doc. 1344

This town which forms & besin, is eclnost ever covered by

clouds, end the vested rights snd interests of third Power.

— i

are scattered thersebouts, I% wes ¢ place which was the
least fitted for bombipz.

Hence, the -counender troubled himsclf a grost deal

about the se¢luntion of the targets of ettaeck, It was on

the occaesion or the first Shenghei battle thot the Nevel

~ir forces took prrt for the first time in the ectual
fighting since their orgenizetion. I.s we werc ongaged Irc
the outset in difficult fighting &t the smell and nerrow
plecus wherv the vested rights end interests of third
Powers werce inextricatly involved, greet cere wes takcen
in the selcction of the tergets of etteck end from the
Cormaonder down to the renk end file, £l1l were ordcred to
follow, very strictly, instructions given in this regerd,

6. Upon asseulting Chung Ching, we¢ hrd taken ell necessa:
e T *W‘_ﬁ

nmersures to bomb exclusively the nilitery tergets to the

gxclusion of othur things,
L —— N ——

(1) Every plenc wes instructed to cerry the mep

of Chung'Ching;s strects investigeted end ¢dited by the

__-______-——I—-——————-——

'”NE?;Eﬂazgeral_§§aff¢ Thus, we e¢xpected to escertain the

- — . —p

tergets therein indiceted,
(2) The Heedquerters of the /lir Reid Corps en-

desvored to obtein by &ll meens the letest ncws on Chung

- —— o ———

Ching.
Mot to speek of the utilizetion of spics, wec epproach

perticulerly those Crinusc leeders who esceped from Chung

Ching end joined thc Nenking Government, for the purpose

of gethuring the letest nows on Chung Ching end specifice

= A

|




Dcf. Doc. 1344

- — —

those berring on its contrel militery orgenizations, Ve

inscribod this infornetion on the neps concerncd with o
:

viow to dcternining oxectly the tergcts of our rttack,
(3) For the snko of ebsolute prudence We evailed

oursclves of cvery opporvunity to cxplein to tho crows the
purport of instructions from the Central Governnent, Te=

ferring to "tnoc standerd to bo obsorved in waging sir wer"

\_____-—-'—_—-—l————_————w—-——

and "miscullaaccus ncttors rogerding the bombing regula-

tions", Simultencously. wo hrvo striven thereby to hecighten

e —

———

tho feir end just spirit, wihich has been tzaditidhglwlh

W — gy — -_— - —— M — &

our Nt Yo

7. The Cuntrel Hilittry orgfnizationa in Chung Ching were

_*______-—-""-l-_'-

mrinly locutod in tho wost of the town, But the Gandarf |

nerio Hoedquerters cnd some others were found Bcattared

within the wall. The bese for the snti-circroft battery

seomod to be sufficiuntly well cquipped ond the whole town

prescnted the spectrcle of & fortress. Furthermore, we

e, S

rcecuived infornption thnt Chieng Krl—shok's fighting head-

_'T'——_—_-—_-'__-l-—-
T

querters establiahed at aoverrl pleces 1naide and outside

e —

the town (thcy wero ostinrted rt sovan)'woro ahift;ng u@-.

i S—— - ———— -
..-—-"'

——— ‘,.,..-.—-

cording to the requirenents of t.he times, The informa'tion

J— e

- — o s, L —— i, gl — —

prde us prosuno thetv the ahifting fighting Hbadqunrtera in

question were locetod in the rollowing distriota'
(1) The western district of the clty,

(2) The western suburbs,

(3) The western district within the city well,

(1) The western opposite river side,

(5) The suburbs loceted at the southern river side,

(6) The wustorn suburbs located et the southern
o

river slde, etc,

Leg -
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8., Whilc tcking into considerstion thu r forcmentioned

circunsterces, we cerricd out our ;ir rssrults from thoe

¢ 1titudce of 2000 - 3000 mebvers rgrinst the nilitery equip-
nent within the city, with perticul~r rttontion being peid
to its western district.

On thusc occesions, - we triud to eim cx*ctly et thu ter-

._.-.—-l--—---.._

IR R g—— S ————— /,-—""
gots in relirnce upon our good judgnent. '
s ——— N =t PP e I o ————
9., Next, I prrticipctud in the opcerations grinst the in-
' Ay e

terior of the Ssu Chucn Province from the 20th of July 1941
m

to thoe 1st of Sugtanbsr of Lhe Sy yetre LU thet time

the oper:tions were concentreted on rttr.cking Chung Ching

ond this wes tho sccond onsleught on the city. Tbis CoOm=
’—’-—W

prign wea s cerriod out in order to ri‘ke up for the poor re-

—m

sults of the ection of  thu precvious ycrr. Regerding tho

objcetive of rtteck, the plen of etteck, £s woll 8 its

exccution, we hrve followed the nrin lines of The principle
detorriinced in the previous Yor.T.
cn tals cecesion, we tonk rocourse buforchrnd, by di-

picrr tic wmernez .bo ruvuest the trensferring of the pucple
belonging tc thu haizd JVMu:S to the southern river silde

—— —_— e ——— E— S e '
so Lret their vesiah risiss rud ipnteresis rs well rs their

1

—.__‘-‘-_ w's i —— ——— - —— e S— : —----——-“,
4— - - = 2 wha 1‘ 4 - ¥ Ty - -
non-ccobrtants riiglt nov Le jeoprrdlzod,
————————
‘\\ - e s T g—
i

In prrticulrr, in regerd to viao WOr vesscls rnd ships

belonging to the third Powers, we heve been constrntly on

the clert, lest strey bnilebs should crusc such & disrster
= . _-_-—\- e p— — -

¢s the sinking of the Prney.

10, It hepponod, howover, thrt in the course of our nttock

on the militery cquipment cest of Chung Ching City, rn air

dqtnﬁhmunt which hed invzded from the northwuestecrn dircce-

1 ’ ..I - -' s
i W & Bl o ki R o | hd -, »

o D iar

-
-
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tion wrs unblce to drop bombs in tine, presurrrbly on ac-
count of the inpurfuction of their throwing cpnlicnces,

. borib throwr with unduu dBLrY fell in the vicinity of the

rnerienn GunboptigTutulln“, lying ¢t anchor on the river

S e Ao

end ceused decuege to ¢ bort being atteched to her stern.

R e e N TR P R T

Fortuns tely, there wes no danrge done to the Gunbort 3

rnd we oorsidered this event £s & nmetter of greaet regrot, Y

for we werce so ruch concerned with the avoidahce of eny

\
sort of misfortune. - U

11, Ve tpologizod for not hrving becn rble to fvert that
N S . :
eccidunt, becruse of the Tact thet such.irreguler boubing y

we e woyona winw.oontrol. .Po thet s it ary, the crew of ¥
hlaall iy 5 & ¥4 T ; ’ i

thet alir detochnent showed thedlr sincere penitonce for mis-

conduct .

[is for nie, I wrs tha despr tched to Tokyo rnd She nghel -E

for the cxplonrtion of the mrtter involved, Both the Cen- g

'/_._—————\_ e S SE—-Y i

trcl ‘uthorities end the Herdquerters of the Fleet opereting

on the Chinesc weters éxpressed their devp regret over the 0
unhe ppy event, wQEEE_E_EEE#EELx_EEEEEEQQ. I returned to
my unit, rfter hrving reccived instructions to the cffect
thet norc preceution should .be teken hercefter in the

carrying out of cir r:rids rfnd thet the vested rights end

interests of the~third Powsrs. should-noi- beo dsnegod sny

-

LIOT € o




On this 1l4th day of ALpril 19

L.t Tokyo, Japan _ ft

DEPONENT. Hiremoto, Miehiteka (seal) f

I, Inakewe, Tatsuo; hereby certify that the above 3

stetenent was sworn by the Doponent;_who effixed - his s
signature and seel thoreto in the presence of this

Witness, | | ?{

On the sene deate &

I\t the sere place _ |

Witness: (signed) Inakswa, Tetsuo (seal) 1?u
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The former Captain (Navy) HIRAMOTO, Michitaka

Permanent Domicile

Date of Birth
1920, Aug. 26

1923, July 14

"

1924, Dec, 1
1926, Dec. 1
1928, Dec. 10
1934, Nov, 1

1935, Nov. 15
1936, Dec. 1

1937, July 11
1937, Sept. 11
1939, Dec. 22
1940, Jan, 10

1940, Fov. 15
1941, Jan. 15

1941, Sept. 1

No. 3216, Fuchumura, Aki-gun Hiroshima
Prefecture

1904, Feb, 22

Ordered to be student in the Naval
Academy

Certified to have completed the Instruc-

.tlon Course of the Naval Academy.

Appointed candidate for Ensign.
Appointed Engign. -
Appointed Lieutenant (JG)
Appointed Lieutenant

Appointed KOSHU/ classification flight
Trainees/student in the Naval War College.

Appointed Lieut. Commander.

Appointed Flying Unit Commander of
Alr Group at Jateyama,

Appointed Flying Unit Commander of
Alr Group at 'Kisarazu',

Appointed member of the Educational
Section, Naval Air Headquarters.

Ordered to serve with the Naval Air
Headquarters,.

Appointed staff officer, of the First

. Combined Air Group.

Aopointed Commandere.

Appointed staff officer of the 11th
Alr Fleet.

Ordered to serve with the Naval Air |,
Headquarters, | 1

1 |
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1941,
1943,
1943,
1943,
1944,
1944,
1944,

1944,
1944,
1945,

1945,

1945,
1946,

Sept. 15

Aug. 15

Sept. 1

Sept- 20,

May 15
Aug. 15
Sept. 25

Oct. 15
Dec. 15
Jan, 3

Jan. 8

Oct. 10 |

June 15

Appointed member of the Administration
Department, the Naval Air Headquarters.

Assigned to the Headquarters of the

- Southwest Air Fleet,

Appointed staff officer of the South-
west Air Fleet,

Appointed additionally staff officer
of the 13th Air Fleet,

Appointed additionally starf officer
of the 1st Air Fleet.

 Appointed additionally staff officer of

the 3rd Southern Expeditionary Fleet.

Discharged from additional duty as
staff officer of the 1lst Air Fleet,

Appointed Captain.
Assigned to the 'Yokosuka' Naval District.

Ordered to serve with the Naval Air
Headquarters,

Ordered to be on duty with the first
section, of the Administration Department.

Appointed as additional post, an officer
of the Naval Store Department.

Ordered to be on duty at the General
Aviation Equipment Bureau.

Appointed First Reserve,

The Naval Officers' Service Regulation
was abolished, acc ing to No. 322 of
the Imperial Ordinance, 1946.
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