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8AT0, Kenryo
Request by: NUTO, Akira

Address: Dotondmi; in present trial and he is
confined in SUGAMO Prison.
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MEMORANLM . 8  August 1947
70: Iz, Col. T. P. Mornane

FROM: i11l4iam E. Edwards

SUBJECT: Secret Funds Interrogation Transcripts
Citation(s) re the Defendant(g): SAS0

A series of interrogations has been conducted in
connoction with an investigation re alleged abuses and
corrupt practices surrounding the uses made of Secrot Funds
by tho Dofcndesnts and othors, dtriug the last War. The
transcripte ol sivch intorrogations have beon placed on filo
in tho Inveetigavive Division, lioom $#386,

The information bricfly reforred to below camn to
our attention in this ranner, 3oceuse of your interost 4n
tho Dofendarnt(s) it is helng cited for your roferonco.

Tho essonce of the information is as follows:

SASAKAWA, Ryoichi, a prisoner confined in Sugamo, stated under
interrogation that following hies sful campaign for election
to the Diet in April 1942 0War Diet"), he decame &mbittered
towvard the accused SATO for the reaazons hereinafter outlined. .
During that campaign, the TOJO Cabinet recommended and financially
subsidized a group of hand-picked candidates, who it was known
would be sympathetic toward the objectives of the TOJO Cabinet

and the militaristic cligque as a wvhole., Those candidates who

even slightly opposed the praogram of the conspirators not only
wvere denied a recommendation of the TOJO Cadinet, tut they were

(See attachment)
The portinont questions and answers will be found in

the transcript of the innerrogation of

> SASAKANA, Ryofehd E >,
datod 10 Aprdl 1947  , at pago(s) ___ g (ot .80oq).
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suppressed, sometimes brutally, by the police under the direction
of the Home Ministry.

SASAKAVA was one of those who had been suppressed.
According to him, he was suppressed hy reason of the fact he is
"a person who will agree with a good thing and will disagree
with something that is bad, even Af it is something my father
or brother says and that wae the reason. In the Diet I made the
following statement: 'It is bad for the Government to recommend -
people whom the Army likes and suppress the people the Army
does not like. That i{s bdad.'"

. SASAKAYA claims that he prepared a report om the
situation and presented it to the TOJO cabinet. At the time
he presented such report he alsc aidvised that he proposed $o put
the question to a special session of the Diet (immediately
following the War Diet election) as to why the people whom
the Aray preferred should be recommended, and the others
suppressed, At that time the accused SATO was Chief, Military
Affairs Buream. SASAXAVA rel-tes that immediately after his
announcement that he proposed %o address the guestion above
referred to to the Piet, the accused SATO met him in a
conference room in the Diet which was set aside for War
Ministry personnel to hold meetings. At that time SATO
assertedly stated that he had heard that SASAXAWA proposed
to ask the Govermment vhy the milditaristic cligue was permitted
to supress those not sympathetic to their odbjectives. SATO
reportedly informed SASAKAWA that he had deen requested by the
accused TOJO to request him (SASAKANA) not to ask this
aabarrassing gquestion. Instead therecf, SATO asked SASAKAVA
to address some guestions which had been prepared bty the Army,
on the basis that it wonld be better both for SASAKAYA and the
Arny. Moreover, SATO endeavored $o entice SASAKAYA by
pointing out that £f he would adopt the altern-tive he would
be sccorded more favorable publicity by the Japanese press.

SASAKAVA claime that he replied that "That is bted, I
did not become a member of the House of Representatives $o have
ny name in the papers. * * * * The papers are now coamtrolled
by the Govermment; therefore, if I ask my questions it is
probable that not a wvord of my statemeat would appear in the
vapers, tut I am guite content %o have it th.t way.®

SASAEAVA states that he refused to abide by SATO's
request and so he "raised a dig voice in the Diet" regarding
the "election which poisoned the country. Among others the
election that just took place im Japan is the worst."

¥hile SASAKAYA is a man having a pretty poor record,

and is confined in Sugamo Prison, nevertheless he is 2 man of
strong convictions, and his record indicates that on more than
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one occasion he had the courage to stand by his convictions in
the face of overpowering opposition. His aversion toward the
military controlled election, through recommendation and
subsidy, an! the suppression of those who opposed the views of
the TOJO Cabinet is one example of the type of strong convictions
vhich he has had, I am ‘inclined to subscribe to his statement
that he harbored 111 feeling Soward SATO because "the repre-
sentatives to the House of Representatives should be for the
good of the people, and he (SATO) was $rying %o prevent that,"
SASAKAVA vowed that he was telling the truth, ani the facte
which he related are corroborated hy others who have been
interrogated. He indicated a willingness to take an cath

to the truth of the interrogatioa transeript; and, in answer
to the question as to whether or mot he would be willing %o
testify, if called, he replied, "I do as I please, and I am
willing to testify on the witnese stand.® fsu page 9 of the
transeript of interrogation dated 10 April 1947.)

NOTE: Also see page 18, same transcript, re the fact
that the polise tore down SASAKAVA's campaign posters.

Copy tot: MHr. Tavenner
Hr- htton




' REPORT ON : The Kekusaku Kenkyu Kai
; (National Policy Research Institute)

' PREPARED BY ¢ Lt. Eric W. Fleisher
Investigator, I.P.S.

DATE : 4 June 1947

The Xokusaku Kenkyu XKai, a little heard of organization with the 1. K
outward appearance of ag&rouP deveted to the discussiocn and study of current | ;
events has since 1937 played an extremely imvortant vert in advising the
various departments in regards natiosal policy, the administration of conquered .
territory and the utilization of the natural resources and matcrials available
in territories already occuvied by Japan, and in those that the association
considered should be occupied. Ite membershi: consisted mostly of sccond
rate politicians who were devoted to the cause of Japan ruling not only Asia, B
but of making the Pacific Ocean a "Mare Nostrun" bv occupying #laska and certain 1
countries of South America along the Pacific Coast and thereby soreading Japan's
influence into the interior of South America and through the West Coast of the
United States. Lacking in power, themselves, the members of the Association
sought to influence the greater volitical figures of the day anc to gain the
support of those that favored their policy of azzresition and conguest, which |
they did with consideratle success. Such men as WO0T0, Axira; KAYA, Oxinori; ‘
SATC, Kenryo; SUZUKI, Teiichi; GOTO, Shigenori; KISHI; TAXAHASEI: GCTC, Famio;

®, Notuyuki; ISOGAYA; SHIMCMURA; HORIUCHEI: SAKUZEAIL; KOPAYASZI, Seizo; ARITA,
Fachiro: IWAKURC, Tokue: SHIPAYAMA, Kaneshiro; MATSUMURA; ARISUE, Seilzo;
KAGAI, Yatsuji: SEIGERITSU, Mamoru‘and other influential #fien were affiliated
with the Kokusaku Ke Kai and meny of them made sveeches at fthe meetings
or attended them for the vurnose of informing the scciety of recent cevelopmente

in the political scene in Javan, in the occudied areas, ang abroad.

In spite of the fact that tke Korusat Een<yu ¥ai claimed to Te a
private organization under no cutside inrlusnce, moat of its financial bacxing
came from the secret funds or "Kimitsuhi" of the various ministries and

departments of thé Government and from the larger private concerns. In the
: garly days these contributions rarely exceeded five thousand yen, but later,

| especially after the outbreak of the "Greater Past Asia War! contributions
i were rarely less and usually well over five thousand yen. The War Ministry
: and Navy lMinistry were the most regular contributors and gave the zreatest !
amounts, tut the Greater East Asia Ministry, the Foreign Miristry, the Cabinet
| Bureau of Information, and the Ministry of Commerce and Indusiry alsc gave
their support. Qut of the almost one hundred private cozusiies thal gave
| financial beacking to the KKK, Mitsubishi, Mitsui, Asano, Avaxeawa, Sumitomo,
Tokvo Shibaura Penki and Osaka Seitetsu are the most well known. Extra amounts
" were collected from these sources on other cccasions for special projecis.
. B In the end of 1941, or the beginning of 1942, the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai began
research on their "Ten Yeer Plan for the Development of Greater Zast Agia."
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For this project Muto, Akira of the Military Affairs Bureau gzave the KXX
2C,C0C yen out of secret funds, and the came amount was rereived from Cka,
Leijun of the Navy. The Foreign Office and the Cabinet “uresu of Tafsrzstion
contrituted 2C,000 yen but this time only 5,900 yen was received from ‘he
Greater Bast Asia Ministry. From private companies 2C0,C0C yen was colliectod.

The Xokusaku Kenkyu Kai, although not organized into definite
sections for the study of varinus areas, did have svecialists in each field
and committees were formed vhenever a proiect was undertaken, headed by these
specialists. For example, soecialists studying relations with the United
States were Ishida, Reisuks (JItsvi Bussan); Tojima (Mitsui Bussan): Iscgaye,
heisuke; and Sato, Naotake; wrile Oxura, Linmochi; arnd Kuroda, Kakuchi waere
the outstanding specialists on Itissia.

The sources of information availa®le to the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai
were so extensive that no civilian, none geverrmment organization could ever
have come near it. Much of thisg information was gathered from vrominent
members and their more influential friends, but documents too, from governpent
ministries were in the possession of the society. Through Mauto, Akira:
Tatsugi, Kazuo of the XX¥, was able to acquire and retain in his possession
msny documents of the Militafy Affairs Pureau, classified as "Tovp Secret.”
Tatsugi obtained documents through Muto as Muto was a zood nersonal friend
of his, but information was procured from other zoverrment mifflietries and

from other high officials. This information was used in drawing up the
various plans put out by the KKK.

In regards the United Statee a committes was formed in 1239 and
functioned through 1541 studying U.S.-Javanese relations and conditions in
the United States. The KXX published a full revnort in 1940 on its findings.
So thorough was the xnowledse of this committee that it was even familiar with
the fortification of the #andated ‘slands, something that was known only to

a circle of the top rankirg wmilitary and naval men. The material and statis=i-

tics published by other societies, such as the Showa Ken<yu Kai and the Towa
Renlgu Kai was available to the KXZ, An organization knowr as the Choea
Eeniyu Doin Honbu (Investization and Rerearch Mohilization Eeadquariers)
acted as liaison between the many as-ociationa. Okura, Xinmochi: senior
mexter of the Kokusaku Xenkyu Kai was president of the Chosa Kenkyu Doin
Honbu and Kanamori, Torujirc, Chief of the Political Section of the Kokusaiu
Kenkyu Kai was one of the Directores of the Chura Kenkyu Doin EHonbu.

By the end of 1341 the nolmsaku Xearyu ¥ai had worxed on plans to
utilize the facilities of the South Sgas, Eusiern Bussia, Alaska, Canada,
Central America, South “merica and Indla. MNany mombers, influentiasl spongors,
and associates thouzht that the Kokusaku Kenlkyu Zai had gone too far. Even
Yuto was opposed to including India although he approved of evicting the
British from Acia. Regarilless, the Xckusalu Kerryu Kai had gone ahead with
these plans, some of which were later adopted in & modified form, to suit
the Army, and the entire area was called the "East Asia Sphere."
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In the springz of 1942 the Kolkusaku fenkyu Kai began research ¢n
i+s "Ten Year Plan for the Develooment nf Greater Bast Asia.” “here werc
epproximately ten different sections covering an extremely wide sccoe doing
research on this subject. Yatgugi, Kazuo (17s witness) was the administrat.ve
head of the project, and was responsible for financing 14. [Tekahashi, Kame-
gichi was the chief investigator and Kanamori, Tokujiro was in charge of the
Political Section. At first the Kolusain Kenkyu Eai received much sunaerdy
from tre different ministries and from high officials in the Covernment, dub
&g the future of the "Greater Tast Asiea Sohere" becamne more an .~ moJ- uncervain
tris supoort decreused. The plan was fiaally completed and & finul ravort
published, but 1t was never adcpted, for by this time the tide of bpattle had
turned azeinst Javan and gho had her hands full just trying to hang on to what
territory she had. Wwith this change in the fortuncs of war tre Kokusaku
fenkyu Xal became 1ess and less active. Government circles bececame mora
reluctant to give out information and documents were not easily obtalned,

Government agencies were no longer receptive to advice OT plans for the future
as they had their hands f£ull with the War and its outcome. -lthough by 1544
the Kokusaku Kenkyu Xai had lots jts influence and had become almest inactive,
it nevertheless carried on 1ts meetings and still rezained well i :fcrmed in
almost every field. Prominent moxbers of the KX were familiar even with
secrets such as the profits from the tpium traaqe. Satomi, head of the hong
at Skanghai, sent the orofits o Suzuiki, Teiichi who placed them in Toic's

secret fund.

The Kokusaiu Kenkyu Kail contimied from 1344, when it..lcat its in-
fluence until tke ond of the War, wvhen 1t wéas igsolved, as an organization
that was extremely well informed on a1l matters and coald de celled on at =l.

times should its need arise.

The foregoing report is based upon the interrogations of Yatsusi,
aasmo and Oixura, Xinmochi conducted in June 1946. Okura was pzain intarrog ted
on 27 May 1947 by this investigater prior to this writing. Docupents pubtlighcd
by the Xokusoku Xenkyu Kai in the possession of the International Presecution
Section were used as reference and background raterial in the creparetion of

this report.

- ’
4

cCvep LU S 3L 1
ESIC W. FLEIGHER

1st Lt. Inf.
Irvestigative Division, 1PS.
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Completed

Information in the hards of the Investi-
gation Dilvision.

Statement in avpwnlicaticr: for sutooena as
to subject of witness's testimony.

Examination of case file, 1f any.,.

Cross-reference file on case files in
office of Investigation Division.

Cross-reference card file hy subject
matter of evidentiary deocuments 1in
Document Division,

Referance in evidence to witnhess or to
the subiect matter of his testimony.

Preparation of summary of testimony
already given hy witness,.

Memorandum nrevared by «r. Lonez, dated
ifarch 11, 1947, relating to decoraticns

avarded to defendants and their witnesses.

tateriant of any other investigation
conducted by vou.

DATE_2 Aprdl 1947

nryo (MUTO)

Partially

S ———————

One of defendants

“edro Lo»nez

Cant. James J. Robinson

"{i1liam E. .-sdwards
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Paper No, 964
Disposes of
Paper No, 959

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
- SITTING AT TOKYO, JAPAN

Case No, 1

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; et al ) ORDER: FOR THE

‘ ‘ PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS
- VS - |
SATO, Kenryo UNDFR

THE CHARTER

S NS NN N

ARAKI, Sacdaoj et al

This matter coming on to be heard on this 1l6éth
day of May 1947, before The Honorable Sir William'Webb;
Fresident of the Tribunal; upon the application of SATO,
Kenryo, one of the defendants herein, for the production
of documents necessary to the defense of seid SATO, Kenryo,
in accordance with the provisions of Section III, Article 9;
Paragraph (e) of the Chérter, the description of the docu-
ments being fully set forth in 'said apnlication which is
Paper No, 959; and after hearing the statements and arguments
of counsel for the ssid SATO, Kenryo, and the Tribunal being
fully edvised in the préﬁIEEs, it 1s

ORDERED: That the application of the accused for
the production of documents 1s granted as prayed, and that
the following documents which may be located at the plasce or
in the custody of Central Intelligence Group, 14th and "L"
Street, Weshington, D,C., or Washington Document Center,
Stuart Building, 5th and "K" Street, Washington, D, C,; or
their successors as Depositories of sazid documents, be pro-

cured forthwith and lodged with the Registry of the Tribunal:

ON BEHALF OF THE ACCUSED,

g i ‘1 - '- i o -
= e “.P-" -y




Crate No,

650

Items No,

43

379

Dated at Tokyo, Japan, this 16th day of May 1947. | |

BY THE TRIBUNAL:

Description

¥ile of non-classified corres-
pondence and records dealing with
China Affairs, 1942 (3 buvndles),.
(Note--Returned Document No, 41
as per letter 24 Apr 46 from

Doc. Secte ATIS)

File of miscellaneous corres- |
pondence -and records of War |
Ministry, 1940-1942, (1 bundle), | |
( R,D, Sé on letter 14 June 46 1

ag? R.D, 68 on letter 25 July
A

PRI PN weew N

(signed) W.F. WEBB ] ;




