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(a) Unit Reporting VE=33 e (b) Based on or at_ USS §-?_NC{?‘X_I_"_IONH___ ~ (c) Report No.___ 9
(d) Take off: Date 6 April | 1945 Time (LZT)_ 1550 (I) (Zone); Lat.. 2o=25> N Long. 128 - 18 &

|. GENERAL

(e) Mission- Tar_g_e__t combat_ %E‘r___gat_;_o;_ - QKINAT f& () Time of Return_ }990 éone
B OWI\_J__{IRE&AFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. I S L .=
e oy TA(;(FIE\I e 1 Eﬂi%%i@%l A—TTTAE\RCCE@E | B(?&?QSIE?)N? PETROEEE\?\IOEE)S e B
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) o
Féﬁi-:_ﬂ VF-33 _4 | & | O | Nope | Nome

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

 TYPE %QUADRON NUMBER BASE. TYPE CQUADRON NUMBER BASE
~ None

1 S— — - E=F = -- S ————

i_ = - = - = = ———— E PRE—— = —— s —_.rl. - -— -+ —_—— S— _— — - - - - 4 —_—

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aurcraft Listed in il Only).

(a) (b) (c) | (d) (e) | (f) i ] e . (- ) -
TYPE | NO NO _ENGA 5 [NG | TIME ‘ LOCATION OF | BOMb TORP EDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
| OBSERVED | OWN A/C 1 ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNT J NS OBSERVED . MARK)NF "
| | (I)II.O milms westa 1 x 500 1b bomb Al uminum
Zeke 1 1 1735 zoxe) OF KERAIMA RETTO fired on ﬁuns | rising sun
i | (I) 5 miles S,__,. None notice Brown
vl ¢ X | & 1835 2ot of TONAKI SHIMA fired no guns | Rising sun
| _ 5 miles S.E. None noticed | Brown |
val | 1 | 1 1840 fI) Or TONAKI SHIVA fired no guns | rising sun
(h) Apparent Enemy Missior . Attack on shipping in KERAMA RETTO & area( possible suicide
Did /\m Part of planes)
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? _Y©8 f s0, Describe Clouds 2500 feet cumulus, overcast, hazy
(YES OR NO) ’ SE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
T me of L)} alnl % Lﬁ t'i!'IE]f"‘-.-":f??
(j) of Sa_ir'* or ,"“‘-~,-"~|f’_'~.;j;‘w‘! Ll Day 0_‘?'91'08-313 A _ (k) Visibility__ LS § ST
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON: DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraf f Listed in Il Only).

(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DANA BY c (d)

HTF ' 1": A/C | SQUADRC */\, i ' efi IER | GUNS USED \ prigink }(“)] A _ '_ (D’A’}:‘\?'/v\ﬂ(t[ry
Zeke h6F-5ﬁ. VF-33 LtT. Vllllam Galbralth 6 -.50 left wing root destroyed

| | USNR. | I. 5 levsal |
Vel [F6F-5E VF-33  Lt(jg) Wesley GANDY* Right wing root &
DERIICTIN. | R PO R,  _USNRe = 6 = 450/ cockpit 4 level destroyed
Val [F6F-5E VF-33 | Lt(jg) Loran W. Rt wing & cockpit |

| Flock, USNR. . 6 = .50/ 6 o'clock level destroyed
3 ansivted—iv-obirer thnes- mabar RGP SO R N,

S membe § BY Tugnvﬁn‘rfa cndvizy;ar Sio.ﬂ.
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REPORT No. 2
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 1l only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) -

TYPEOWN A/C | SQUADRON | TypE GUN. OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE it seling fanks, equipment M) | (Give Bureau seria number of planes destroyed)
1 FAF=58| VF-33Water & debriss from | = ___jjinggngnge—____
2 ot splashed VAL, indlile A TP R NP

3 4 - DO e S T

4 ) B Pl . e e s

5 | ) [ . SR o - ) - -

6 it . g R E T Y L A -
N ST . - A G S AN e N e = ) el .

8 o epte: S e . | e B N " B e "

. LY. T . . - B P S N S N . N o .
10 - . B e N e e Ay i e
11 I . R ) T S, e
12 . SN S N - S T S s N P oo BT
13 ¢ R T o . [ - = R
14 ) PRI WA T - " - PR N S | TPl

VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in 1l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

NO SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
| None | BN N P Ty L S L

: ! S IR IR A oo S | S B e
B oss. + ) e . R
~ VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA _fQR__P_I_.ANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) | (d) (el (f) (g) TOTAL AMML,MTt N EXL’FNDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV FUEL A . S e =ptemse NO, OF PLANES
g . RRIURN - SR b0 SRERER 1 e S0 | oMM | MM | RETURNING
FOF-5E 75 | 80 |3hrs 4,00 gal 300 gal - (2800 vids = | = | A*
— = , ' 50 Min Y I s | . USRIV 5. SO e R0 O Beow il = .
) | . NI, NI (R . S NCRECHUN. (L.
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). R
| CALIBER :_ - ] | " __P@_\‘;Eﬂ;,. *ﬂ— MEAGER - _r___“_ﬁAo_Q&Pm *__ wTENcE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, ’S5mmandover | X R A P . R
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm e B o o DR _‘____H_X_ - T T | | SO
L IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm T e X i B - T - -
X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB, No basis for comparison.
at various altitudes | 7okg - @vidently did not know F6F-5E was on his tail until F6F

TURNS opened fire and the Zeke burst into flames on one squirt.

DIVES lst Val took evasive action by one chandelle, but F6F was able
CEILINGS to follow him through.

RANGE 2nd Val No comparison except the Jap appeared to be travellng
PROTECTION unusually fast for a Val as he flew about 50 feet over the water,
ARMAMENT However, F6F=5 had no difficulty in overtaking him,

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully ana comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY|  following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets it necessary.)

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

& ' Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own

3 " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

i e S - _—— - ———————— _ - —

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Tarqget
Approach to Target
Altitudes, 5[;1;‘@;1'«3
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Niqht Fight{_"r Taetics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photoqgraphy
Briefing

Yy
After orbiting east of KERANA RETTO for about an hour
listening on the radio to other fighter splash Jap planes by
the dozens, Lt=Cmdr Paul M PAUL's division on TCAP finally re-

ceived a vector. At 1735 heading 270° at 2000 feet, the div-
ision leader had just tallyhoed the bogey given them, as a rBM~

when Lt. William C. GALBRAITH the second section leader spotted a
7eke about 500 feet above on an opposite course. The Jap plane
was flying at mattress in and out of the scuds and appeared tO

be weaving around to vick a target in KERANA RETTO. GALBRAITH
tallyhoed him and did a right chandelle ending up at 6 ot'clock
level on the Zeke. The Jap was carrying a 500 1b bomb evidently
busy searching for a target and didn't see his attacker.GALBRAITH
closed to about 200 feet and at 6 o'clock level let go a short
burst hitting the Zeke in the left wing root and he burst into
flames. His bomb fell separately either at the same 1instant or
shortly before the Zeke was hit. The Jap plane went intoa

spiral and GALDRAITH followed him down watching him hit the
water.

The three other members of the division saw the action, the
7eke burn and hit the water. Also camera gun picture show the
incident.

At 1835 (I) after another bogey had turned out to be a PBM
Lt(jg) Lorean W. FLOCK - GALBRAITH's wingmen tellyhoed a Val., OmR
division was flying at 1500 feet heading narth and the Val was -
spotted at 3 o'clock above flying in the same direction right
at mattress. FLOCK immediately went after the Jap followed by
his section leader. As they closed, FLOCK in the lead, the Val
went into about a 30° glide and as both FLOCK and GALBRAITH
opened fire at 8 o'clock level the Jap pulled up into a right
wing over smoking a little. FLOCK followed the Val through its
maneuver sliding off its tail to the left for a short while in
his execution. GALBRAITH did a steep left wing over linstead of
a right /6sing contact until after the maneuvery was completed.
The Val smoking but apparently under control with the two fight-
ers on his tail headed directly for Lt-Cmdr PAUL and his wing
man Lt(jg) GANDY who hed just turned into the Jap. Lt-Cmdr PAUL
held his fire as he was afraid he would hit his other section
behind the Val and broke off in a steep wing over to the left
to later come down in an overhead run on the Jap before he hit
the water. GANDY instead opened fire head on into the Val and
as it turned to the left GANDY did a quick vertical turn catch-
ing the Jap as he passed with a long burst at 3 o'clock level
hitting the right wing root and cockpit. GANDY then noticed the
Val burn slightly and dive into the water, Three other pilots
saw the Val splash.

In the meantime FLOCK and GALBRAITH had been forced to break
off their attack due to GANDY's fire. As FLOCK broke off at
about 800 feet altitude he spotted elliptical wing of a Val,

OPERATIONAL
Naviqgation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

large ™meat ball"™ and all passing low off the water under him
turning quickly FLOCK chased the Val, which travelled unusually
fast for a Val, closed to about 800 feet and let go at 6 o'clock
level «FLOCK kept firing hitting the cockpit and right wing until
at about 100 ft distance and less than 50 ft above the water the
right wing of the Val disintegrated and it plunged into the
water throwing water and debris from the Val in FLOCK's line of

flight. Unable to avoid this debris the FOF-5E was damaged to
such an extent that an emergency landing at YONTON Alr Field

ALL ENTED

accompanied by Lt.CALBRATTH was recuired by FLOCK.
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t freely on erformance oOr <uitability, following check list at left,

X111. MATERIAL DATA. (Commen [
mhﬁa{ s v TR \ Use additional sheets i necessary ).
Guns, Gunsights !l
T urrets ™~ * ;
Ko s E continued from B ge 4, Par X11.
l
DY returned to the ship

Bombs, _Tt_‘:-:'pt”;?-d"ﬂti?if
y Sights | L‘b { :I[]dr ® PA.UL &nd Lt ( j g) G‘m
ter dark successfully during &

Bomt

Bornb Releases
COMMUNICATIONS | arriving and landing afte :
Radio, Radar | completely black night with & 1ow overcast and visibility

very nR8zZYye

Homing Devices
Visual Signals

Codes, Ciphers |

RECOGNITION |
\FF :;
S.!C]fq'lr:.];:} |
Battle L ]Qﬁ"ITS

———

Procedures |
PROTECTION |
Armor: Points and Angles |
m[;_‘:-f Fire Needing Further 1|
Pr-:f_" tection '.
L eak Proofin 1', ¥ ¢ 2o
EMHQH&YQ;WMHH | The flight leader wished tO comment on the poor communication
e iathdten | discipline over the central TCAP VHF shennel when 1t was VerLy
L?Bi,li-mm ;important to have quick and accurate communication. The
il - mrticular day the air was full of U. S. 2nd J&p aircraft and
while the ships below Were€

Rations, First Aid - the TCAP was heving a field day
- quffering & good deal ol damage from sulcide planes. At this

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Bk ritical time the TCAP channel which every 0One€ gseemed to Dbe
useless chatter and unnecessary comments

Dr"'f'i'; Thts I'I
Oc! ) on was so jammed DY
nded as if ready tO give up disgusted.

e ' that the F.D.0O. sou

Field Lighting | Both pilots that returned and 1anded after dark commented

INSTRUMENTS " on the usefulness of their A/N=APS-L gear which was used TO
Flignt keep accurate gtation on TCAY and to find the ship coming bacKe

OXYGEN SYSTEM
CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Air frame

r—

( on|

T - iy
= d
{' P trd

POWER PLANT

NTartel

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING |

MAINTENANCE |
BASE FACILITIES |
r | r‘- .L, 5__\ _.I_I . LN 1

L=12=L>

DATE

REPORT PRERBEED.BY :
f - 7 LA LLT
payl C. ROONEY, Lt-cdr, USN,

oden F. GOSHORN, Lt(jg), USNR

RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE

SIGNATUPE
ALLSET MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




