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HEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRATEGIC BOUBING SURV:
. ~ (PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANC

[NTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 464) . P4
(. iy 1 ~ NAV, NO. 106 = DA%

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Divisions

Subjectt KIJIMA: Cape ESPERANCE and CORAL SEA.Battles.
* - KOMURA ¢ SANTA CRUZ and MIDWAY Battles.,

. Personnel interrogated and background of each:

© Captain KIJUMA, Kikunori, Lido ey Chiefl of Stuff, CruDiv 6(AOBA)
.194é542.' Present at Battle of CAPF FSPEERANCE .and escort for SHOHO
at RAL SHA, | y

Where interviewed: MEILJI Building.
Interrogator: Captain C. SHANDS, USN.

Interpreter: Lt. Comdr. MILLSTIEN.,
Mr., H. COLTON

'?foigersPresentz- Rear Admiral KOMUR4, Kel2o - I1.J.N., Commanding
BTk oot oor CHIKUM: (CA) at MIDWAY and SANTA CLUZ.

CAPE ESPERANCE: CruDiv 6 (3 Ca) plus "DD.iintercepted by United

. States cruisers off CAPL ESPERANCE night of 1l October 1942,

E FURATAKA (CA) and FUBUKI (DD) sunk, AOBa (Ca) badly damaged. Japanes
migﬁion t~ bomhard GUADALCANAL thwarted. | .

cOMAL SEA: CruDiv 6 escorting SHOHO to PORT MOKESEY when SHOHO was
sunk by dive bombers 7 May 1942, ”

MIDVWLY: CHIKUMA and TONE (CruDiv'8) cruilser escort for aircraft
carriers at MIDWAY received minor air attack late -afternoon 5 June

8 (-9). from B-17's and dive bombers. No hits. CHIKUMA participated
o * {in rescue of survivors from HIRYU and SORYU. Hescur destroyer bombel
3 afternoon day after battle. No hitse | e

SANTA CRUZ: CruDiv 8 (TONZ, CHIKUMA) escorting 70IKLKU and SHOK&KU.
CH,.KUML received three hits from dive bombers about 0900 26 October
1942 (=9). Received second bombing sttack late same afternoon from
~bout 3 horizontal bombers. Three near misses at 50 meters. TONI
not hit during battle. SHOKLKU and ZUIHO demaged by bombs. Failure
of the general land and sea assualt upon GUADLLCANAL considered the
turning point of the SOLOMON Campalgne.
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: TRANSCHIPT
i Q. What ships were present 1n your force?
2 A. CruDiv 63 s
5 AOBA (F) Rear Admiral GOTO.
4 FURUTAKA
KINUGASA
MIRAKUMO -

Q. Describe the action of your force in this battle.

4. We were proceeding to bombard your‘airfield on GUADALCsNAL. We

were also covering & 1anding of troops and supplies from a tender

and two destroyers :&at T LSSAFARONGA. This supply group Wwas supposed ;
to complete landing operations at 2200 and retire at about the same

time that we were to commence our operationse.

g We were in a "T" formation when attacked by ﬁour ships. The
i LOBL was leading with the FURaTiAKA and KINUGLSA asterns The FUBUKL

was on the port beam of the 40Ba and the MUR&KUMO:.on the st.arboard
beam, ‘
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While we were approaching sbout 2000 we saw & flare or search

i 1ight from the southeast. We ‘thought that it might be our supply

i unit so we answered 1t. When there was no answer we thought that it
% might have been SOmME of your forces SO WE used the searchlight signa.
b again to try to draw your attention away from the supply force. A

4 plue and white signal was to be used between the supply force and

4 the forces on the beach.

b .t obout 2145 we were fired upon by your shipse At first we

h thought the fire was from Our own supply group. 1t was a surprise

b ottack. 411 ships but the KINUG4SA immediately reversed course to

b the right. Due to the shell fire,gnd'the-congestion during the turn
¢ the KINUGASA turned laft, " 48 & result of this turn +he KINUGaSa

; only received minor damage from threc hits, The a0Bn was hit about
- 40 times and weas badly damaged. The FURAT&h ond FUBUKI were sunk.

G The FUBUKI sank before it completed the turn, although it only re-

. ceived four hits. Due to the smoke from the A0Bk, the MUR#KU.I0 was
i not hit. The KINUGaSs did most of the fighting from our force.

Soonafterthedéction'started”£dmiral GOTO was mortally wounded.
While he was dying 1 told him that he could die with easy mind be-
ceuse we had sunk two of your hecvy cruiserse.

£ Following this section we retired to the northwest. The MURAKUMO

2 turned beck and rescued about 400 survivors, When your forces re-=

2 appeered 1t departed‘the'area trying to make you chase it within
range of our circraft. x FF R Ay L g B

. Q. Did you have any three stack eruisers or cuxiliaries 1in your forces
.- ho NO- . | g ol -

Q. Were any of your'sﬁpplﬁfgroupidamaged?
iA. I don't know. Sy et

Q. Could the NaTSUGUMO*anduﬁKAESﬁKI'héve been the destroyers with

Q. The officiel Japanese Navy Department report of losses, indicates
thet the MURALKUMO, NATSUGUMO end AKaTSUKL were 211 sunk near SAVO
Island on 11-12 October 1942, in addition to the FURATAKA and FUBUKI.
How do you account for their loss? .

L, I don't knovs 1 failed in this task and Wwas relieved as soon as W€

arrived &t R&BsULS
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CORLL SEA - Captain KIJIMA .-

5. Wore you on the 40BA 7 May when the SHOHO was sunk in the CORaL
SEA? | .

i. Yes. The KINUGUS4, FURATAKA, &TaGO and the SAMANAMI plus one
other destroyer, were also there. We were on our way to PORI
MORESBY . P

Q. Were any other ships hit? |

h, No. . There were a lot of near nisses but no hits on any ship but
the SHOHO., It received about 30 hits and sank straight down, The
SLMANAMI picked up the survivsirse Lbout 0600 3 B-17s attacked the
transports but no damages. .

Q. Did you receive any other attacks in this battle?

i, The day before the SHOHO was sunk we received a2 horizontal bombir
=tteck when we were about 150 miles southwest of BUIN, It wes

about 0900, Therc were about 5 B-17s 1n the flight 3-4000 meters
high. The bombs landed sbout 100 meters away. No damagc. This wese
the £0Ba's baptism under fire.

Q. Did you intend to return to PORT MORESBY?

i. Not by sea. You were  too strong in thet area so later plans
called for landing at BUNA=-GONA srez and marching over the OWEN
STANLEY Mountains. £ o g e

Q. Were you in kRaBaUL or TRUK during any of the carrier raids?
A. NO.

Sce Annex & for track of Japanese shipsﬁgwaﬁPE BSPERALNCE.,

Note: It was very difficult to derive &ny information from this

officer. Subsequent informstion from other Japanese officers 1n-
dicates that he has been contemplating Hsri-Kari because he feels
that his feilure, and death of fAdmiral GOTO during the Battle of

C.PE ZSPERLNCE, contributed to the defeat of Japan.

MIDWAY: Rear iLdmiral KOMURA, Kelzo, I.J.No

Q. Describe the operations of the CHIKUMA during the Bettle of MIDW.
4. Cruiser Division 8 consisting of the TONE and CHIKUML, provided
cseort for the aircraft carriers ander Admirel N&v71I10. We thought
that we would be attacked earlier than we were because we had sight-
cd4 one of your search plenes the day before the main battle. Our
seaplanes were searching for your forces but due TO bad wecther
were unable to meke proper observations.

warly in the morming of 5 June (-9), the formation recelved a
torpedo attack from sipreraft but'no hits were received by ony shlp™.
One member of my crew reported & torpedo weke astern of the CHIKULL
but I d4id not sde 1it,.

é

The torpedo plenes came in low and were shot down by our fighte

Q, Did any of the torpedo planes dive into your shipst .
£. I did not see anv, I don't think that eny of them were able to

get near enough.

Soon after the torpedio attack the dive bombing attacks started.
~t first they concentretz-d upon the carriers elthough o few bombs
were dropped nesr the CHIKUM: about 0730 (-9). No hits,

ibout 1100 the SORYU was torpedoed. We sttacked the sutmarine
then lowered & boat to pick up survivors. The bosat and survivors
were leter recovered by destroyerse. Following the torpedolng af L
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TR.NSCRIPT of Interrogation (Captain KIJUM4, Kikunori, I.J.N.).
i o5 - (Rear Admiral KOMURs, Keizo, l.J 2Nedo
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%; SORYU we went over to join the HIRYU., &t about 1400 we were about
)

¥

5,000 meters from the HIRYU when it wes attacked by about 50 dive
bombers, It wes hit several times. - e 40 |

The TONE and CHIKUMu were also attacked about this time but no
hits,  The attsck lasted about 30 minutes, We were attacked by
B-17s at the same time but no hits. Some time later when we were
zsbout 10,000 meters from the HIRYU we were attacked again by hori-
zontal bombers. Not many. Some were about 2-3,000 meters, others
were lower. There were glso some carrier borne aircraft at low
altitudes but we were not hit. OSome were close.
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Q. Were any other ships damaged in these attacks? .

L. Neither the TONE and CHIKUMA were hit., No hits reported Irom
any other ships. 4&ll bombers concentrated upon the aircraft car-
riers. We lcarned that we needed many more anti-aircraft guns pro-
teetion but we were too far epart. '
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Q. Werc any of your ,baltleships or destroyers attacked?

4. The KIKISHIMA and H-RUNL were attacked about the same time that
we were but they did not report eny hits. Most »f the destroyers
were busy picking up survivors from the cerriers waich vere sinking
astern of us., Late the next day one reported a horizontal bombing
attzck but no damage., It had picked up the pilots from the HIRYU's
planes., I think that there may have been a dive bombing attack t50
but am not sure. #4ll destroyers rcturned. Our seaplanes were
searching for your carriers at the time.

Q. Did you receive any more sttacks during retircment?

ise No, only on the 5th while with the carriers. We expected attacke
all day the 6th but none came. The MIKUMa &nd MOGalMI vere ettacked
t> the shuth of us that day, but I think that that was all. The
next day (7th) there was a heavy fog. &fter that we rcturncd to
Japan, | B .

Z.STEKN SOLOMONS: 25 August 1942.

Q. Did you receivec any-damage.in the.Battle of the Eastern SOLOMONS?
ie No, we were not attacked. We were with the heavy forces (118,
"HIEI, KIRISHIMa, 7S, SUZUY4, KUMaNO and 10S, .NaGARA dx10) deteched
from the carrier force. We saw your planes going to att=ck end sink
the RUYJO but we were not attacked, The TONE, Admiral HaRa, Chuichi

* " yras the flzgship with the RUYJO. 1In the .evening after the air bat-
tle our force searched for your ships, but did not find them. We
received orders from the Admiral to turn back, .He said that 1if we
had gone on »nne more hour we would have received.rmuch damage.

Bettle of Su:NTh4 CKUZ, 26 October, 1942, Rear sdmiral KOMUR& .

Q. Whet ships were in y»our force? 5 '
£e L1S : HIEI (F), KIRISHIMa, Rear admiral »BE. -
8S TONT (§), CHIKUMa. | .
7S SUZUY4 (F) e | *
108 NaGaRa (F)
10dg ax3
17/dg dx4

e O S w4 o0 ©

%3 Qe Wheat wes your mission?

- A. We werc a supporting force for the Third Flect which was made up
& 5>f the First Flying Squadron (SHOK&XKU, ZUIKAXU, ZUIHO and destroyer
. Vice admiral NoGUMO cormmandecd this force. Ships of the Second
TMeet under Vice admiral KONDO wcrc also in the area. The JUNYO
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TBANSQRIPT-éf Interrogation (Captain KIJUMa, Kikunori, I.J.N.)o

2 2 (Rear Admirgl_KQMQRé,_Kgizo+,l.;,ﬂ,l.
(2fs) was with that group. 1 don't remeber the other ships. We wer
widely seperated. sometimes a2 hundred miles apart. Our fleet wes
suppocrting a general attack upon your base at GUsDALCANAL,

Q. When did you recelve the first information of the location of
the UNITED STLTES forces?

"+ We had been receliving very good reports of your ships in’ the ere
from Hur submarines and search planes from the LU3sELL and RENNEL
Islands. These reporis were plentiful during October particularly
>f your battleshlp forces south of GUADALCANAL. On 2§ October |
sne of your petrnl planes was sighted by my ship (CHIKUM) whiie

we were in advance of our carrier force. I think that we were near
the STEWART Islands at that time. We saw patrol planes evcely day
~fter that. One of our scout planes definitely located your car-
rier force.the morning of the 26th although we knew that they must
be someplece in the area because we hed seen sO many of your

search planes.

Q. When did you receive your sttacks? - |

A, During the afternoon ~f the 25th about 1300, six B-17s attacked
without inflicting damage. Xarly the next morning (0540, 26 Octot
the ZUIHO was attacked by dive bombers. Two hits reported. 0800
SHOK4KU reported six hits from dive bombers.

it 0745 (=9) the CHIKUM. wes attacked by about 12 dive bombers.
T™wo bombs hit the bridge. 411 but 12 men in this area killeds I
was bzdly wounded. One bsmb hit behind the bridge and entered the:
engineering spaces killing some men &nd reducing our spged. TwoO
other bombs landed very close on the starboard side amidships. L e
thought that they were hits at first. Did some damage from shrepn
It wes = skillful attack because we were maneuvering at high speed
and firing all guns. Unfortunctely we were not close enough to Tiw
rther ships for protection and we did not have alr COVET. Late
that same afternoon while retiring we were agein attacked by 3
horizontal bombers. They were about 3,000 meters high. The neares
bomb landed about 50 meters off the port bow.

Q. Were any of y»our pattleships or other eruisers dsmaged in this
action?

L. The TONE was not hit. I don't think that any battleships were
hit, No damage reports were nade.

Q. What effect did this battle have upon your plans?

he In my opinion it was nore important than the November action 1.
GUADALCANAL. Our naval losses Wwers not &s important, but the
general essault to recapture GUALDALCANAL feiled a2t a time when our
forces were much stronger than yours. Fnllowing that attack you
were able to reinforce GULDLLCANAL end increase your Se€a strength
in that area while the naval strength evailable to> us in the Novem
ber action was reduced by this battle. We slsn lost some o2f our
mnst experienced pilots in this action. The damage to> the carrie.
and 1loss of pilots prevented proper ~ir coverage during the Novem=-
vdr bettle. After this asction we were never able to reinforce our
gerrison on GQUALDALCANAL with sufficient strength to recapture it.
You were able TOD use€ GUADALCANAL &s & base to capture the remaindg
of the islands. I think that this was the turning point of the we
in thet area.

Q. To whet reasons do you attribute the 1oss of this battle?

A, Although we retired end nmy ship was badly damaged 1 don't feel

thzt we lost the naval bettle because we sank sSOmE of your shipse.
I feel thet the general atteack was a failure because the 4Army
RESTRICTED 464=5He
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TR-NSCRIPT of Interrogation|£Captain KIJUMs, Kikunori, L.J.N.).
" (Rear Ldmiral KOMUR4, Keizo, I.JaNe).

_—__-___——-_-_

failed to carry out 1ts schedule in recapturing GUaD4LLCANAL

That forced us to remain in one erea ander observation of your
search planes. When the battle finally occurrcd our fuel supply
was very low. Unfortuncstely our ships were demaged at a critical
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HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRLTEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

washington, D. C.
January 1946

Tnterrogation No. USSBS 464 - Sup.
(Nev. No. 106)

Jivisien of Origin: Nsval Analysis Division.

gubject: KIJIMi: Cape ESPERANCE end CORAL SEA BATTLES.
TN UR4A:  SALNT.A CRUZ and MIDVAY BATTLES.
C

Tr.terrogation of: aptain ¥IJUMA, Kikunori, I.Jd.H.

L

rtercogation by: Ca;tain C, Shands, TSN,

il

e,

"t e at-ached chart(s) supplement Interrogatlion No.
USSB3 LéL (Tav lTo. 106).

Tnclosure: Annex "A"
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CNIEF o STAFF  CRUDIV 6
SKETCHED FROM MEMORY
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ANNEX C

TGRPEDO & BOMB HITS MADE ON SHOHO (CV) BY AIRCRAFT

' CARRIER TASK FORCE, CORAL SEA 7 MAY1942. DRAWING
TAKEN FROM TRANSLATED JAPANESE NAVAL DOGUMENTS.
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