HEADAUAUTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC ROLEING SURVEY
(i ACIFIC)
C/0 FOOTHMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION No., 104 PLACE: Tokyo
NAV NO, (27) DATE ¢ 23 Oct. 1945.
Division of Orisin: Naval Analysis.
Subjects 1.0 JIMA Operation,
Personnecl interrogated and background of each:

Commander OKUnIYa, Masatake, I.J.N., Class 1927, I.J.N.A.
On air Staff and Comrander RABAUL Air Group 1.42-1943. Served
at {aRAUL, THUK and OnINAWA, At present on I1.J. Naval otaff
as Orerations under C:ptain OHiAL, (Appearcd smart anc well
informed) .
Where interviewed: Naval War College.
Interrorator: Captain HuDDING, USN.

Interpreter : Lt. (jg) R.P. BRO~N, USNK.

Allied Of "icers Present: None.

SUMMARY : -

The purpose of this interrogation was to amplify and
clarify the ans ers surmitted in answer to Nav. llemorandum 6.
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Transcript of Interrogation (Comrander ORULIXA, iMlasatake)
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Q. What Naval Air rforce were available in the NANPO S5:0TO on
15 February 19457

A. At Iw0 JIMA six Type O fighters and four attack bombers.
At CHICHI JIMA a detachment of 603rd Air Group consisting
of three Seaplanes, being utilized in escort duties.

Q. What was Japanese estimate.of U.oS. Forces committed to the
IWO JIkA Operation?

A. Carrier Task Force (5th Fleet under Adm. Spruagce) consist-
ing of 120V's, 6-10 BB's, 2C CA's or CL's, 50 DD's.
Amphibious Force with 2 1/2 Divisions.

. What was the strength and disposition of Japanese Naval
Forces as of 15 February?

A, 2nd fleet (Inland Sea)

PB's - YAIIOATO, HARUNA, NAGATO
XFB-CV's=-ISE, HIYUGA (Singapore)

CA's - TONE, OYCDO

CL's - SA:O, YaAGI

25 DD's

15 &5

(Other units of 2nd Fleet under repair)

3rd Fleet (Inland Sea)
CV's - AwWAGI, KATSUKAGI, RYUHC, XaIx0, .OLSHO,

NOTE: Units of 3rd Fleet not or-erational as no air Groups
availarle. Lo Air Groups in training aue to lack of
aviation gas.

Q. In defense of *he NANPO sHOTC; why did defense plan not
contemplate use of available Naval Forces?

A. Becsuse of fuel shortage the 2nd Fleet was not to be
committed, also fuel availahle was to be conserved for
use in final attack. Fecause no Air Groups were
availalle, the 3rd r'leet could not he used.

Q. Was the carrier attack on the Tokyo Area on 16-17
Fevruary 1945 a surprise?

A. Since a cearch plane which took off from KISARAZU on the
Sth on 2.5C degrees sector failed to return, and D. F. fix
that afrernoor. on something North of 1.0, the Navy
expeccad an attack on the 16th; *ut was in doubt as to
location and composition of the U.S5. rorce.

Q. %hy was no attack in force made against the U.S. Carrier
Force on the 15th and 17th?

A. Primarily dve to lack of experienced pilots. Those pllots
with experience were in training with new tyre of alrcrailt
and not concsidered sufficiently trained. The 1lst Air
srmy (JAaF) was reouested to conduct attacks and 1C Type
1°C observation planes took off with unsuccessful results.

Q. On 16th and 17th were any Naval vessels attacked by carrier
aircraft in the TOR.0 Area?
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No Naval vescels. 4 10,000 ton tanker, the YAMASH1O, was

left snnk and burned. n Army

transvort carrier was

sttacked and received minor damage. This type of
carrier was built for transport of Army aircraft, had a
f1ieht deck about 125 - 150 meters. Three were in

commission.
low was data on Naval Air rorc

From records. Records are ava

e losses obtained-

i{lable in Naval General

Staff from October 1944 on. These are only records now

available, however questionnail
Naval Officers in the various

res have een sent tO
organizations of the

Meet to obtaln information on aircraft losses. JIhils
informa*ion should hte availa>le in two weeks to a month.
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