= T S 5 RL B § o s Mgy : "
v+ f o 1y n..__&}'xhl_--. TR L D T TR e = W F | e, A R T e L e - ¥ O T
SRR e O B B e Ve A R S S R T S, '
* s I e P A i Tl o e LAl S e T N TR R A L 1f§‘ I..-rg‘ A O A il L] Rt :

e s e L T

P

(%)

UNITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY[..
OIL CHEMICAL AND RUSBER DIVISION |

' (PAGIFIC) - 7
APG 234

INTERROG-TION NO, 273 B - PLACEt Tokyo 7b’/ IN30\ 5.\\\0()

g J w5 1 DATE ¢ 8 November .
Division of Origin: O0il and Chemic=l | -

Snbiect! Control and Alloceation of 04l | , ' -

. _ Personpel interrogated and beckground of esch: |
;{ E&BA{ M;, Cavtain ~ Nevy Supoly Bureau, Nevy Ministry i
s lh;A;ﬂSnI, I., Mejor - Militerv Affairs Bureau, Army Ministry E
- . K1URA, Hideo —~ General Mobilization Bureau of Munitions Ministry -
. DOL, 8. - J2vnanese Interpreter | .
o8 " | TANABE, T, .
%?* | - 1935: Attached to the Militery Academy as a guidance officer to
L | | students. (First Lientenant) |
%; | 19367 Entered Military Collego
E; . : 19388: Grednsted from Militery College: nvromoted %o Cavtain: be-
. . ceme staff member of the 17th Division.

18389 Member, Preparsztion Bureau of the Army Ministry.
. 1942: Promoted to Mzjor: became staff member of tre 25th Armrr,
%i- | 1943t Promoted to Lieutensnt Colonel:; beceme investigetion bff—
o ' icer of the Cabinet Plenning Boerd., . -
gi 194%:  (Joveber) Asnointed Chief of Meterisl Mobilizetion Divi-
%% | sion, General iMobilizestion Buresu of the Jnitions Minietry,
b 1945: Investizetion Officer of Cebinet Investigsrtion Buresu,

i
-
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Where interviecwed: Room 548, Meiii Building
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Interrogetor: Iieutensnt Commender G, M. Williems
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Interoreters: Rie, Willism, =nd Yoshiheshi, T

Allied Offivcers Present: Mr. E. W. Gord

Sum"ﬂﬂ Ty

. The Army and Navy controlled the southern sources of oil, imports from 2
4?{? which there amounted from three to five times the local productioi. The 55
G Army and Navy Oil Comittee gave the civilians the amount of southern oil iy
o necessary with local production te meet essential civilian requirements. .
& The General Mobilization Bureau tried to get as much of the southern oil .
éi“ as it could from the Army and the Navy and controlled the allocation of all 5%

| 0il to civilian uses and gave the Army and the Navy what they required of i
L domestic production. The General Mobilization Bureau and the Cabinet itself ';
y o did not know in advance the planned imports of the Army and the Navy, dbut 3
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Comdr; Williame: This meeting was arrsnged by rear Admiral YAMAMOTO in order
to bring together the Army and Navy and clvilisn people interested in

0il s0 as to determine the influente of each in the allocetion of oil dnring
the wer, '

%ﬂc ry Yamamoto is ill 2nd cannot come, |

%3 Gomdr, Willismsg!
. to ellocate o0il?

Have these: four gentlemen ever met together 28 2 committee

Gaptain Harat Some of them met together, but not 21l of them. | §
Comdr, Williems: Which of thede four did meed tozether?

& Captein Hera: All the persons interested in oil met together daily, but ?%%
. they were not always the same, h

Comdr. Williems: (Addresses several of the Jepanese, as
heave worked on the committee to s2llocete 0il.)

v asks: You have worked on this committee from 1

king how long they
Addressing Mr. KIMURA, he ¢
942 to 1945, have you not? [

Mr, Kimira: Yes | - ‘ . ;
Cepteain Here: Since Januery of 1945. . - .

Me jor Tekshashi: 1941 to 1945.

Comdr, Williams: Ximurs and Tekahoshi met together,

Since Januery, 1945,
Takahashi, Harz, znd Ximura met together,

Comdr, Williams: When you got together, whet was the ourpose of vour meetings? A
Explain the nrocedure. Did anvbody eit in on these meetings? Of the fuel
denartment? Let us imagine thet vou gentlemen eare meeting for the 2llocation
of 0il for the 3ast quarter of 1944. Who would be chzirmen of the meeting?

el
' ' .
Interpreter: Thek just met without officielly deciding who wes the cheirmen. i

&
&4

Comdr, Williams: Who sat et the he=d of the table, and kept things moving? 'Ef
(no enswer). Think back to thet meeting--wes Cantain Hare there 2t thet time? 4

.._ s ; -‘m,! h "'I‘L*.

Captain Hers: The alloocetion of oil wes n

ot decided 2t one meeting; it wes ;f}
decided 2fter many meetings.

3 Z_-""_Il.

Comdr, Williame: One was the honorsry hesd at meetings. e

"Captain Hera: Neither was the honor=ry heed 2t meetings,

Comdr, Williame: Was Centain Hara

present =t the meeting when %hey elloczted 3
the oll for the last querter of 1944% | E

- ' Interpreter: Yes, he was nresent. -

. Comdr., Williems: Now, at this time, when did the 2llocation-of-o0il question ‘é
first come up for the lest quarter of 1944% =

Internoreter: 4bout Octoder. e 5

T

Comdr, Williame: ' How did it come un in October? Who brought the metter up? S

Interoreter: Mr. Kimure

P

Mr, Kimira: _(ésked by Comdr, Williems) - What did you say when vou brought fi
up the sunvly of o0il for the next quarter?

Mr., Kimura:_ I ottained the information from the other sources aﬁd collected 5%%
the information end presented it to E?e aeeting, W
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Comdr. Williams: What sources were they?

v Comdr. Willaims (Summary of renlies)! At this meeting in October, Mr..
Kimurs, had.figures'of the Fuel Bureau (saida), indicating what the ndme
production is, the alcohol and the synthetic wroduction for the guarter,
which would be from January 1945 to March 1945. As regards the oil
which was to be received in Japan from the South Seas, he knew that 4
350,000 k1l would arrive at the vort from July 1944 to March 1945. B
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Interpreter: 330,000 kl was not the expected immort; rather the allocation B
to civilian use. . ' 4

B Comdr. Williams: When and by whom was that allocation made?

o Major Takahashi: It was decided after comsultation among the Army, Navy,
P - and Munitions Ministry. ' |

Comdr. Williams: Who were the individuals?

= Major Takahashi: The allocation.was originally made by the committee, ik
Army-Navy, and afterwards 310,000 k1 were allocated by the Army and Navy. ;.
At the time of the discussion, we exvwected 750,000 k1 to be immorted from o
the South because the shivment of o0il had become very difficult. Of !
750,000 k1, 330,000 kl waes given to eivilian use as a minimum amount. :

Comdr: Williams: When was the meeting when that allocation was made?
if Major Takahashi! June or July, 1944,
Comdr. Williams: That was the meeting of the Army-Navy 0il Committee?

Major Takahashii. Yes.
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Comdr. Williams: Were ybu pﬁesent? Who else was present?

Major Takahashit I was oresent and so was Capt &aKAI*who co-operatad _ ﬁé
with me.

Comdr. Williams: Who reoresented the Navy?
Major Takahashi: Comdr ICHIYOSHI, now at Singanore.
Comir. Williams: In that meeting, they decided to allocate 310,000 ki
of your expected 750,000 k1l of imports for the next six months. UNr.
Kimura, when did you find out about this allocation of 310,000 k1%
Mr. Kimura: In July,

‘ Comdr. Williams$s Who was present when you heard about that? 1 fir
Mr. Kimura: The Army-Favy joint committee informed me.
Uajor Takahasni: I televhoned him.

Comdr. Williams: What did you tell him?

“ Interoreter: He made an anoroximation based on Army and Navy amounts. e
o Also, the amount of o0il necessary for civilian use for the second guar-
i; ?er. If he had received only 310,000 kl, the navigation of all the civ-
E% ilian shivs would have been stoovved, 8o he requested more oil.

Comdr. Williams: Mr..Kimura, try to recall what Major Takahashi told
you on the telesnnone--all of it.

275 - - ;

s e ]




L T

RESTRICTIED

Interrogetion Number 273, paze 4a

'Interprater: He was only informed about the amount, which came to §9f;ﬁﬁb |
kl. Yes, that is all the conversation. : for oo

J
7
3'1'

Comdr. Willizms: There must have been more than that.

Mr. Kimura: That's all.

4 <
i Ea

- Comdr. Williams: Mr. Kimura, were you curious at that time gg_@g new ;m
mueh the Army and Navy exvmected to imp8rt from the South? | ) %%

Interpreter: He expected, according to the vast immorts, 750,000 k1l -
every monti for civilian use--that amount had been received before tnat. - -
When told 300,000 kX1 he was very survrised. Until that time he was re- ﬁ%
ceiving 750,0C0 k1. £

Comdr. Williams: Was he curious as to how much the Army and Navy would g%
) im'QO I"b? | |

g O

Internreter: Yes, he was very curious.

Comdr. Williams: Now, what did he do about it? E
- Interoreter: When he was assigned allocation! he knew how much was im-
%?i ported from the South and how muchh was allocatad to civilian vse, but
.- the army and Navy imports he did not kmow. He did not know because he
o was not informed. |

E? Comdr. Williams: MNr. Kimura, did you work with or under Mr. Tanabe?

_______

. %

Mr. Kimura: Yes.

)
il )

¢ Mr. Tanabe: Waere you not curious at that time?

L Interoreter: He did not attend the Army-Navy 0il Committce when the
) committee decided the allocation, 80 'he did not know at that time,

i -.-" o X,
+ "h-_..-’-_._.

B Comdr. Williams: Did any member of the General Mobilization Bureau at-
P tend at that time? |

K2 ’

Internreter: ilo officer of the Genersl Mobilization Bureau attended the
committee mecting when it decided the allocation.

%; Comdr. Williams: Cantain Hara, did you ever tell any member of the Gene
" - eral Mobilization Purea how much oil the Army and Navy decided to import
from July 1944 to Marech 1945%

Cantain Hara: No.
Comdr. Williams: Major Tekahashi?
%ﬁ - Major Takahashi: No.

Comdr. Williams: At eny previous time did yow ever tell whet the immorts
were going to be, or any subsegquent gquarter?

Interpreteri Somctimes yes, sometimes no. ‘

;§ ; Comcr. Willisme: Who - nemes. (Indicating Cavt Hara)?
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Interoreter: He weos not thereo.
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Interro ation Number 273 - page 4b

Comdr. Williamst: Major Takahashi, did you ever tell what the Arny and
Navy expected to imvort to any member of the General Mobilization Bureaut

Me jor Takahashi: No.
Comdr. Williams: Was there anyone'élse who might have been told?

Interpreters
who.

Perhaps someone tgld.unofficially, but he does not kmow

Comdr. Williams: (Te Capt Hara.and Major Takahashi) Why was the figure
given for the vmeriod July 1944 to March 1940 ingstead of for the coming

quarter as is usually done?

Captain- Hara: In July 1944 many tankers were sunk by attack so we could
not anticivate now much would be imported from the South. Therefore,

the apnroximate estimate of imported oil was set at 750,000 kl. For civ-
1lian use a test -of 300,000 kl was to be allocated, if the total amount
of 750,000 k1l was not imnorted. It was very difficult to estimate, but

310,000 k1 should be allocated to civilian use. We thought this was the
'last imoport from the*Swuvth. |
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Interrogstion Number 273 - page O
Mejor Tekesheshi: I showrd you & memorendum sheret which wes presented to me

by Mr., Kimure, end it represented the actuel supvly for the coming guarter
end the 2llocetion to the Armvy, Navy, 2nd civilizsns,

Comdr, Williamat Wes eny O8ther figure than the one Pppearing on the cheet
prosented to the Generel Mobilization Bureau of the Munitions Ministry?

Major Tekehashi: That's all,

Comér. Wil isme: ‘Wes any figure other then thet eﬁneering on each of these
sheets for immort to the South nresented to the Cabinet?

internreter: Fr 2obinet what do you meen® Hxoisin, Bxoisustion nede ). B
is not sure, |

Comdr, Willisms: Do vou know of snv other fidvre .that wes given to the

cehinet? -~ Did they suwoply figures to the Cobinet’

Interoreter: The Armv snd Nevy sunnlied imported oil from the South, #nd
qubnitted inforddtion to the csbinet,

Comdr. Willisrms: How meny timesg

Interpreter: One or two, This informetion was presented deilv to the Prine

Minister =lone; Tojio requested it.

Ceptein Hers: OSene regerding the Navy, He (Hera) was not then in that office
but he thinks it wes the same,

Comdr., Willismes: Waest is your imnression of this sitwetion?

Mr, Tenabe: (Ianteroreter) He wes interested; he was verv curious; he did
not now shout it 2t ell-—the figures on the sheet. He knew sbout how much
weg 21loceted to Army, Nevv, end civilien use --cl1ll excent* 0il.

Comdr, Willisms: Mr, Tensbe, wes it vpossible for wou to find nut what oil
shi-ments errived from the South?

Mr. Tenebe: I knew esch month's iaports,but the nrosmect of the futrre
was in cdoubt,

4

Cormdr, Wil'isms: You ectuelly knew thet ecch month the Armr end Wevy immorted

quch more oil then o-nesred on these sheets we heve been tslizing evout,

D

LY

Mr, Tenebe: I do not understand.

Comdr. Willisma:. Aftvr-vou examined the totsl amt. of oil imnorted.into J anan
eech month, did wou find thet thet total exceeded the emount quoted to vou
b .the Armr and Nevv and ennearing on these e2llocetion charts?

Mr, Tansbe: Ye=

Comér, Willisms: “hen vou chec'-ed the ship»ning figures in, were rou =ble
to find this mich Wes invworted?

Mr, ¥imira: 1 ceimnt tell.

Comdr,Willisms: The chert wes mede with the icdees of the total irmorts in mind;
however, Mr. 7Zimire did not tnow sbout it,

Comrr., Willisms: DMeior Tekehsshi, == I uncderstand rour exnlernetion of“thie
chert is to the effect thet while the Army and Nevy only reportec a2 figure
of 2onroximetely one fifth of their imnports, likewise their request smounteld
to only one fifth of their needs, %hile you reported only one third, your

requests were alsp only e nsrt of vour requirements. ‘Is it correct?
273 -l <
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Me jor Tekehashi: Yes. ; | i

....
... i

A :.I-I-l-" Lt

+ _I“w;'.'” I

Tﬁgﬂ Comdr, Williems: The Army and Navy toék their cut, then #ave some t0 the 3 -
o : Munitions, then thek obtained a2 further cut out of the remaincer, The Army i
' . ond N2¥%¢ mede their first allotment so es not to let enyone else know.-so .. =

as to lkkeen secret the movements of their shinps, Mr, Tansbe, by checking the .

shipning received, were you sble to find out how much the Army end Neovy re- e
ceived.

¢

Mr. Tanszbe:; I was 2ble to find out how much was imported - roughly.
. 3 _ _

Comdr, Williams: Were you sble to find out thet they imported 1,500,000 K. L.
curing 19447 . | , -

. Mr, Tenebet I went to the Army end Navy to find out, and leter found that
f figure, |

. Comdr, Willismss Mr, Tanebe, did you ever receive from Mejor Takehashi a
P re ;0rt of the actuel amount of oil regeived esch month?

Mr, Tenzbe: The Fuel Bureau received a renort each month, I received e
report when I zttended the committee meeting. ",

Comdr, Williams: Did the Fuel Buresv know in sdvence the z2mount exnected to-
E; be imnorted? '

>

ngé& Tekaheshis  The Fuel Bureau also dicd not know in advence--WNo,

s :_',.{_ -,":‘-‘:é‘qu‘;,m“;

Comér, Willisms: Did you tell anvone in the Buresu? No, Do vou know
5 of envone else who ¢id? No,

Comér,Williamss Mr, Tensbe, did yvou heave any notification when the tankers
errived in Jeven, steting how much o0il it hed, end to whom it was 2=signecd?

P

5 « Gomdr. williame: #r. Tarahe, ', ¢id you know how much oil wes on bosrd end
) t . whom it wras 2llocsted. |

Mr, Tensbe: Yes, when the tenkers ceme in this committee had informstion end
renorted how much wes losding =nd to be distributed.

Concr, Willismes: How long after the tenker esrrived wes theat?

Mr, Tenebe: Before the tanker ceme in they hed # meeting sbout the allocation,

Comdr, Willisams: How l-ong before the tanker ceme in, end by what means, were
they inforned?

(o

= Mr, T?nab9= By telegr&m-

Comdr, Williema¢ Did vou heve anything to say'abcut the allocetion?

My, Tensbe: Yes, I hed much to say,

Comdr, Willisms: And whet did he heve to say? Did he control where the .
ellocation went? ' S

A —Wﬂfh_ i-:._-_'. .,f_.a::,_:_'sgﬁ:"ﬁ-._: o 3 P £ _ 4
] ¥ -t F o ; ’ F 22 :
150
= %&ﬁh

Mr, Tansbe: I fought for the civilien nortion of the sllocetion, but my opnin-
jon did not 2lwawvs nreveil,

Comdr,Willisme¢ Do you feel thet the General Mobilization Bypreau of the
Munitions Ministry controlled the allocation of o0il during the war?
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%a . Mr, Tansbe: The Genersl Mobilization Buresu hed control only over the 3
civilien o0il alloceted, 2nd the Armv snd N-vy mede their sllocetion before o
the General Mobilization Buresu hed snvthing to say s2bout the matter. .ff
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Comdy, Williems: Captain Here, who do you think controlled the allocation of
. 0il? Pk ' - S ' ' ;

Gaptain.Hara=1 The Army and Nevy oil committee first decided how much wes
needed for civilian use, and then took evervthing else, | ‘

\ : :

Comdr, Williemst Major Tekaheshi, thet meana you are the man who controlled
0il! ‘ ' | |

%

Major Taekahashis Prior to the wer, the war contractqrs and Industry Ministry
controlled the allocetion of o0il. After the outbreak of war only the Army
and Navy hed stock piles of 0ll =nd so beran to allocste 0il, thereby estsbdlish-
ing precedence, andt: ¢ control gradually moved into Army and Nevy hands,

. - ;

Comdr, Williemst How did they determine what the amoun ¢ of 0il was that the
civilian needs required? | | | | '

-y I'F' Ty |_
e b

E-: )

Me.jor Tekshashi: With the past records and with the aid of the Munitions -
Ministry, | '

Comdr, Willisms: That closes our meeting,
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