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TSINAN

REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE CHINESE POST OFFICE

FOR THE EIGHTH YEAR OF CHUNG-HUA MIN-KUO (1919).

Part 1.

GENERAL.

THe field of Postal enterprise, in the vear just ended, has been extensive and varied. The
interests of the Service have flourished, its responsibilities been increased. Alt hough the formal
state of civil war 15 at an end and, throughout the working yvear, there has been peace of a
kind because pourparlers have been carried on in the hope of complete accord, the labours of the
men of goodwill have not yet been able to extract the semblance of a settled order. Certain
provinces which are dependent for their prosperity, and even for their sustenance, on the kindly
fruits of the earth have suffered from disastrous floods or equally disastrous drought; in nearly
all, banditry has had a good year.

Articles of mail matter posted in 1919 totalled 340 millions, an advance of 37} millions
on last year’s figures. In only one of the Post Office’s many spheres of activity are there signs of
any contraction of business, and in this case—that of insured letters—the siiceessful competitors
are members of the Post Office household. The celerity, certainty, and seeurity of the ordinary
domestic letter and parcel mails seem to have won the public confidence to such an extent that
insurance is now less frequently demanded, while the increase in the number of registers and the
cheapness of the money order fees account for the decrease in the number of those insured
letiers which formerly used to enclose bank-notes.

Ameliorations enterprised and taken in hand during the year have been directed towards
securing greater frequency, promptness, and accuracy in the delivery of mails, and towards
enlarging the areas of distribution and collection of mail matter. For the latter purpose, rural
delivery and collection circuits have been inaugurated or extended, with results that are welcome
to the outlying villages served and to the Administration. In many respects, rural delivery is
the most momentous and significant of all recent public efforts to promote the general welfare.

Another improvement deserving of mention has been the adoption of the system of steamer
subsidies. As might be expected of a great institution which originated on a very small scale
and developed rapidly upon the same general lines, its operations in course of time became
barnacled with many sacred but unpractical precedents and methods. Especially has this been
the case in its arrangements for steamer-carried mails. During the past year new and direct
contractual relations have been entered into with the various lines of steamers carrying coastwise
and riverine mails, so that the amounts paid for transport are in proportion to the weights of
mails carried.

The man-chii, or commercial letter companies, are still very active in some distriets and show
» wonderful temacity of life. It must be only a matter of time, however, before institutions
conducted on the principle of competition for private gaiu go down before that which is broad-
based on the principle of eo-operation for the national welfare.
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Of far-reaching benefit to the Service and the staff has been the introduction of the
Guarantee and Provident Fund to which the Ministry has lent its imprimatur. Its objeet is the
gradual introduction of self-responsibility by personal cash security augmented annually by a
proportional eontribution from the working profits of the Administration. It will tend to safeguard
the Service against possible irregular acts of employés while at the same time making provision
for honest servants who, t.hrpugh iliness, are unable to work; for others who retire on reaching
the age limit ; and for the families of those who die in the course of their duties.

On the whole, the year has been one of great initiatives and notable achievements, and the
policy of returning the Postal revenue to the people in the form of extended and improved
services has received its justification. Forthe time of emergency —of war within and without the
country—the Postal Service has been, in general, prepared; for the period of emergence that is now
following she is progressively fitting herself by increasing and developing the network of
communications which will promote social and commercial intercourse, sympathy, and mutual
understanding —internally between all parts of the country, and externally with lands overseas.

EQUIPMENT.

Five motor-lorries were added to the fleet during the year: two at Shanghai, two at
Hankow, and one at Peking.

[n July the steam-launch Yiiting was transferred to Hankow from Shanghai, which was
supplied with a new one, the Hungfei, and a fast shallow-draught motor-boat was added to the
Service fleet at Foochow.

The manufacture of reinforced-concrete pillar-boxes has made good progress both at the
Postal Supply Department, Shanghai, and at Peking. These pillar-boxes are in two styles—models
A and B—adapted respectively to the needs of busy centres and of small places and railway
platforms. Safes have been made in large quantities, especially to suit postal requirements, and
have been distributed to the larger inland Offices. Establishments all over the country are being
progressively supplied with these new safes.

In connexion with the Peking Head Office there is now a shop where mechanical repairs
to Postal motor-trucks and cycles are effected, and where the remaking of motor-car radiators
and pumpaxles and the cutting of gears have been undertaken suceessfully.

Postal Atlas.—The month of June saw the issue of the second edition of the Postal Atlas
of China. The first edition was published, exclusively for the use of the Postal Service, so long
ago as 1908. The intervening years having fostered large developments and rendered the first
edition of the Atlas obsolete, the new one has been prepared and provides sufficiently trustworthy
data to render possible a proper estimate of the present standard of postal development.

Postal Flag.—The importance to the Administration of a distinctive Postal flag, serving
to ensure the free and expeditious passage of mails in transit and affording them additional
protection, has long been appreciated, but the settlement of its design was deferred until China
became & member of the Postal Union. A Presidential Mandate issued on the 7th day, 2nd
month, 8th year, Min-kuo—7th February 1919—approved and officialised the design submitted
to the Ministry. The new Postal flag comprises a national flag, » “ 7R #8§ " (ying wild goose—
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emblem of the posts), the character “#§,” and the word “ POSTES.” (In ancient times * 8§ "
are said to have been used for the conveyance of interprovinecial correspondence, the letters
being attached to their feet.)

An illustration of the design is attached to this Report (see page 42).

STATISTICS OF MAIL MATTER AND PARCELS.

(a.) MAIL MATTER.

COMPARATIVE TABLE sHOwING MaiL MAarrer PostED.

5TH YEAR,

C.H.M.K.
(1916).

6T YEAR,
CHMK.

(r917).

7T YEAR,
C.HMK.

(1918).

8TR YBAR,
C.H.M.K.

(1919).

e

230,335,420 256,275,250 277,137,500 311,237,300
16,978,400 18,488,690 21,112,200 | 24,079,850
3,082,544 3,585,320 3,999,550 | 4,589,170
35909 32,140 28,778 | 25,672

250,432,273 278,381,400 302,269,028 339,922,992

The grand total of mail matter posted amounts to approximately 340 millions and shows
an increase of 374 million articles over the figures of 1918, which, in turn, were 24 millions above
those of 1917. The improvement is thus appreciable. Of the above increase of 37} millions,
ordinary articles account for 34 millions and show an advance of 12 per cent.; registers for
3 millions, showing an advance of 14 per cent.; and express articles for half a million, an advance
of 15 per cent. A decline in the number of insured letters has again to be recorded, but that is
a result not to be greatly deplored. While that category of mail matter shows a tendency to
decrease, it is a cause for gratification that the returns from every Postal district, without
exception, show increases, in some cases very marked, of all other categories of mail matter posted
as compared with 1918. The districts which contributed most conspicuously to these increases
were: Shanghai, with 14,000,000 more than last year; and Szechwan and Shantung, each with
4,000,000 more. Of the total increase of articles of all categories posted, letters contributed 23

- millions—an increase similar to that of last year; postcards 4 millions, as against 1 million last

year ; newspapers and printed matter 9 millions; and other articles 1} millions.

The Town Post System (articles posted for local delivery).—As in the past, this service
continues to be much patronised by the public and shows an increase of some 2 million articles
over the number for 1918. The figures for the last four years are given hereunder: —

5TH YEaB, 8t 'h'n&n,
C.H.M.K. C.H.M.K.
(1916). (1919).

Artivles poated for looal delivery 17,197,900 20,928,000
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The extent to which the public has availed itself of the various subsidiary posting
agencies in the larger cities is shown below, the increase this year being 8} millions, or 13 per
cent.

ARTICLES COLLECTED FROM LETTER-BoXES, Box-OFricES, AND PILLAR-BOXES.

sTH YEar, C.H.M.K. 6re Yean, C.H M.K. 7t Year, CH MK, 8tu Year, C.H M.K.
(1916). (1917). | (1918). (1919).
46,419,400 55:739,000 62,848,500 71,339,400

Native Clubbed Mails.—A small increase in the weight of min-chii clubbéd mails posted
for transmission has again to be recorded, but once more it has to be pointed out that the
volume of min-chii mails handed to the Post Office for transmission does not represent all the
mail matter which these native letter hongs collect from the public, as is shown by the frequent
seizure of min-chii smuggled articles. Those seized during 1919 amounted to 8,040. The
number of min-chii registered at the Post Office at the close of the year was 447, as against 455
last year. The volume of min-chii trade passing through the Post Office is given hereunder:—

Namive CrLueeep Mains PosTeD.

sTH YmaR, 6T Ymam, 770 YEAR, Sta Yean,
- CHMK. C.HMK. C.H.M.K. C.H.M.K.
(1916). (1917). (1918). (1919).
- L - | = - . W LA B
Number of packages . . . haeas || 155,417 161,464 156,668 163,812
Number of letters contained in 2,624,301 2,730,244 2,559,314 2,903,352
above packages.
WHRRET RO .« o5 ».1.0cile 'y o | 20,808 21,388 21,537 23,294
|

() PARCELS.

TaBLE sHowiNG PArciELs PosTED.

7T YEAR,
C.H.M.K.

(1918).

8t YEar,
C.HMK,

(1919).

2,232,100

8,484,200
29,282,300

2,738,090
10,850,034
40,109,700

3HS5n 105
14,788,016
54,602,207

Parcels. —The Annual Report for 1918 recorded an increase of parcels posted of only
100,000 in number and § of a million kilos in weight over the figures of 1917. It is therefore
particularly gratifying to be able to record for the year under review a substantial increase both
in number, 813,000, and in weight, 4 million kilos. As in the case of mail matter, Shanghai
is the largest contributor to this increase with 1,276,200 kilos; Szechwan follows with an increase
of 724,700 kilos. While these two districts stand out prominently, others have contributed
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their quota, and it is a pleasure to notice the existence of a new factor which has made itself felt
in connexion with the postal parcel trade this year: this is the sudden and comparatively large
increase of parcels from Kansu and Shensi, indicating an increasing confidence in the Postal
Service in these remote provinces. The increase of 724,700 kilos of parcels posted in Szechwan
during 1919 is particularly noticeable, since the district showed a decrease of 700 kilos in 1918 as
compared with 1917. The improvement cannot be credited to more peaceful conditions, for the
nefarious activities of brigands have continued to impede safe transport and hamper trade. The
export parcel trade in Manchuria has suffered a severe set-back during the year, there being
a deficit of 110,300 kilos on the figures of 1918; this is due in great measure to the cessation
of parcels from Russia (through Manchouli) to places in China. The total number of parcels
posted throughout the country was 3,551,105, as against 2,738,000 in the previous year; the
declared value was $54.602,207, as against £40,109,700, an increase of $14,492,507; and the
weight was 14,788,916 kilos, as against 10,850,034 kilos.

The increase in parcels posted applies to all three classes of parcels —ordinary, insured,
and C.0.D..—as will be seen from the comparative table for 1918 and 1919:—

INSURED. C.0.D.

Weight. Nnmbar.! Value.

Kilos. ¥

3,371,410 45,141,373 | 13,795,552 | 138,092 9,038,743 | 937,036 41,603 | 422,091
2,601,100 32,023,800 | 9,936,30¢] 120,770 7,929,800 | 8g4,300| 16,220 156,100

770,310/ 13,117,573 | 3859,252 rr.su:t.m&ws 42,736| 25,383 | 265,991

For further information »e “ T'rade Charge (C.O.D.) Parcels,” see below.

BUILDINGS AND LAND.
(a.) Buildings.

PexiNG.—The enlargement of the Directorate General building referred to in last
year's Report was completed. Three sites were purchased in the Nanchihtze,
Liulichang, and Kanshihchiao sections of Peking City, and the buildings
thereon adapted to serve as Sub-Offices. A new building was also purchased
and altered to serve as the Director General's residence. The contract for the
erection of the new Peking District Head Office in the Hu Pu Chieh was
signed late in the year, and foundations were prepared.

Cainut.—The purchase of the commodious premises at Tientsin, built in 1915 by
the Maritime Customs and rented to the Post Office, was effected during the
year. A modern semi-foreign building standing on 2 mow of land on the
Tungmalu has also been acquired and, after extensive alterations, now
functions as the principal city Sub-Office. It is most conveniently situated in
the business section of the city, and consequently does a thriving parcel
business. A residence for the Postal Commissioner was purchased in
December,
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| HoNaN.—The site and building rented by the Post Office at the Kikungshan

' Summer Resort, together with the adjoining plot, have been purchased. The
Post Oflice built only a few years ago at the busy railway junction of
Chengchow having been found too small to deal with the increasing postal
business, it has been enlarged and reconstructed on lines that make for
economy and expedition in the handling of mails. The contract for the
drection of & new District Head Office and two staff residences at Kaifeng has
been signed, and work will commence in the spring of 1920.

MANCHURIA.—At Chichienho, on the southern bank of the Amur River, a small
plot of land was acquired from the Government, and a Post Office has been
erected thereon. In order to cope with the growing postal business at
Tsienkinchai, & busy mining centre, » modern Post Office was erected on the
site previously purchased. The outbuildings of the new main Office at Harbin
have been completed and are temporarily used as a Sub-Office. The
construction of the main building is now under consideration.

SHANTUNG.—The District Head Office and staff' residences to which reference was
made in the previous Report were duly eompleted ; the former building was
officially opened on the 2nd February 1920. The following brief description
of this new District Head Office will be of some interest. The block, which
covars an area of 22,000 square feet, is a brick building, with faced ashlar
basement, wood floor construction, and red tile roof: the exterior is of red
brickwork with stone trimmings. A tower, go feet in height, with a dome
covered in ceramie tiles, surmounts the main entrance in the eentre of the
facade. Besides the basement, which is used for storage and heating plant,
there are three storeys to the building. The ground floor accommodates the
various mail departments; a large public hall, with counters 150 feet in length
and three entrances on the main road, occupies the front portion. Offices for
the administration of the district are situated on the first floor, with rooms
for the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, Accountant, Secretaries, and
clerical staff. Further office accommodation and recoms for archives are
provided on the second floor within the mansard roof Outhouses for lower
employés, sheds for motor-lorries, repair shops, stables, and basket storage
buildings are situated to the rear of the spacious loading yard.

At Chefoo a two-storied house with 2} mou of land was purchased to
serve as the Postmaster's residence.

SzecHWAN.—The site and modern building formerly rented as the Chungking Post
Office, together with an adjoining site and building, were acquired during the
year under review.

KiaNGsv.—The three staff residences at Nanking were completed and occupied
early in the year. The District Head Office is still uncompleted, this being
due, as stated in the last Annual Report, to the modification of the plans
rendered necessary owing to the acquisition of additional land. It is expected
to be ready for occupation before the summer of 1920.

SHANGHAL—The premises formerly occupied by the Post Office and used as the
Rue Kraetzer Sub-Office were acquired.

CHUNG-HUA MIN-KUO, STH YEAR (1919). 7

ANuwEL—The premises rented by the Post Office at Tatung, together with the
adjoining premises forming one block, were acquired and are to be renovated
and altered to suit postal requirements.

KwaxasL—To meet postal needs at Wuchow a site was acquired on the bank of the
river. The old building standing thereon is used temporarily as the First
Class Office, but the intention is to replace it by a modern and up-to-date
building as soon as circumstances permit.

(b.) Land.

Sites for future Office buildings have been acquired as follows: At Mei-cha
Hutung, Peking City, and at Siianhwa in the Peking Distriet; at Tientsin
and Chinwangtao in the Chihli District; at Kaifeng and Tsiaotso in the
Honan District; at Lanchow in Kansu; at Newchwang and Tsitsihar in
Manchuria; at Lungkow in Shantung; at Kiukiang and Kuling in the
Kiangsi District; and at Swatow in the Kwangtung District. In the
Chekiang District sites were acquired at Ningpo and Wenchow, and leases in
perpetuity were arranged with the railway authorities at Hangchow and
Kashing. A site for a Commissioner’s residence was also purchased at Harbin.

ESTABLISHMENTS.

The following comparative table for the last four years shows the growth in the number of
Major Establishments —Post Offices and Agencies: —

7T™H YEAR,
C.H.M.K.

f1918).

The increase of major establishments (395) is somewhat higher than last year; it
represents 169 new Offices and 226 new Agencies. An increase in Head Offices from 21 to 22
will be observed ; this is due, as shown above, to the division of the former Chihli District into
two with Peking as the Head Office of a new Postal District which embraces the northwest
corner of Chihli and extends through Mongolia as far as Kobdo, where it meets the Postal
District of Sinkiang. The Shaoching and Kweihwa Second Class Offices were raised to th.e
status of First Class Offices during the year, thus—with the removal of Peking Office from this
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class—increasing the number of First Olass Offices to 37. The total number of Second Class
Offices stands at 1,286, as against 1,152 last vear, an increase of 134; Third Class Offices at 344, an

increase of 11; and Sub-Offices 243, as against 221 last year. As stated above, 226 new Agencies
were opened during the period under review.

The parcel insurance system was extended o 34 additional Offices, the number of Offices

handling insured parcels being 624 at the close of the year. These Offices are indicated by the
numeral “ 1 ” in the “ List of Offices” appended to the “ Postal Guide.”

Money Order Offices—indications “ 2a,” “2,” and “ 3" —increased by 167, the number of
such Offices now functioning being 1,529, an increase of 167 as compared with last year.

Offices giving express delivery service—indication numeral “4"—increased by 23,
bringing the total number up to 687. Insured letter facilities were extended to an additional
six Offices—indication numeral “ 6,”—the total being now 103,

The following comparative table shows the extension in Minor Establishments—Town
and Rural Box Offices and Rural Stations: —

Mivor ESTABLISHMENTS.

5T YEAR, 6TH YEAR, 7TH YEAR, 8t YEAaR,
—— C.H.M.K, C.HMK. C.H.M.K. C.H.M.K.
(v916). | {(1917). (1918). {r919).
Town Box Offices. ....... B b il e 2,254 2,342 2,433 2,488
SATREINNE UM - . . s 25t dsdled s ovindoh 2,307 2,548 2,713 3,121
Rural Stations. . .... .. A e WP 6,986

Towr Box Offices.—A small increase is noted under Town Box Offices; that the increase
1s not larger is due to the fact that the practice of replacing Town Box Offices by Stamp Sales
Agencies, which in the past have been found satisfactory, is more and more being adopted.

These Stamp Sales Agencies are opened in the immediate neighbourhood of pillar-boxes as the
latter are planted.

Rural Box Offices. —Rural Box Offices show an appreciable increase over those of last
year. They are subordinate to Agencies and are established generally on existing courier lines
and at places where neither the population nor the postal business warrants the opening of a
regular Postal establishment, i.e, an Agency. Honan alone opened 185 new Rural Box Offices,

Rural Stations.—Rural Stations are places at which there is no Postal establishment
whatever, but where postmen call regularly to collect and deliver mail matter and parcels.

Hitherto it has been the practice to combine the data concerning Rural Stations and
Rural Box Offices, but in view of the importance and the rapid increase of these comparatively
new, economical, and much appreciated branches of postal enterprise, to allow of more effective
control and to facilitate the checking of their progress, it has been decided to record their
statistics separately. Shantung, Hunan, Chihli, Chekiang, and Honan are mainly responsible for

the great increase shown under this heading, the figures being 1,580, 616, 292, 262, and 179
respectively.
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Savings Bank.—On 1st July Savings Banks were opened at Tientsin, Peking, Taiyiian,
Kaifeng, Tsinan, Hankew, Nanchang, Nanking, Shanghai, Anking, and Hangchow Offices. and
since that date the system has been extended to 70 other places. The names of all these Offices
are indicated by the numeral “8 " in the * List of Post Offices” in Part II of the “ Postal Guide."

MAIL LINES.

CoMPARATIVE TABLE oF MamL LaNgs.

5TH YEAR, 6vE YEan, 7TH YEAR, 8t Yrag,

_ C.HM.K. C.H. ML.K. C.H.M.K. C.H.M.K.
(1916). (1917). (1918). (1919).

| Li. La. La. La.

B N s s tn SV bt s ane Fane o | 421,000 432,000 449,000 467,000
Steamer and Boat Lines . ............... 1 64,700 68,600 69,800 72,000
I WA & i s vaiis’he s aue'da sanh e 19,000 19,500 20,000 20,000
........... 520,100 538,800 550,000

1 mile = 3 /4.

Courier Lines.—The total length of courier lines shows an increase of 18,000 l4, or 6,000
miles, over the figures of 1918. The increase is divided principally between Peking, Kansu,
Manchuria, Shantung, Shansi, Szechwan, and Chekiang. A portion of the Peking increase is
accounted for by the opening of a new line extending 700 li northwards from Kobdo through
Wulangkum (& W B &) to Wulianghai (8 # #) on the Mongolian-Russian border and
from Kobdo southwards via Hakosha (W % i) to Kuchengtze under Sinkiang. Kansu has
contributed by the opening of a 730 /i new courier line from Sining (# %) through
Tangar (Jf B§ W) to Tulansze (¥ W ) in Kokonor. In Manchuria the gap between
Paohingchen (ff 8 #§) and Aiguu (3% 3§) on the Amur River (M i {x) was bridged by the
inauguration of an overland service between these points. From Aigun the line was further
extended to Chichienho (& ¥ #[), a place situated at the extreme northern limit of Chinese
territory. These two latter extensions account for the increase of lines in the Manchuria District.

‘For further particulars regarding this line, see the data given in Part Il under * Manchuria.”

As regards the lengths of courier lines between major establishments, Szechwan ranks
first with 47,843 {1 (15,947 miles), Manchuria second with 46,947 li (15,649 miles), Kwangtung
third with 33,837 & (11,279 miles), and Chihli fourth with 28,542 4 (9,514 miles). To the total
of 467,000 li of regular courier lines must be added a very considerable length of subsidiary
lines connecting minor establishments and served by rural postmen. To these Homan con-
tributes 18,822 li, Shantung 15,715 /i, and Szechwan 2,530 li—a total for these three provinces
alone of 37,067 li, or 12,355 miles. In most districts the mail lines were accelerated to cope with
the increasing amount of mail matter passing over them. The light mail sorvice between Urga
and Kobdo was changed from a once-a-week to a tri-daily service, while the Ningsia- Wuyiian
daily line was speeded up to a fast daily day-and-night line. The Tatsienlu-Batang service,
which had to be suspended in January owing to military operations, was resumed in July,
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8teamer, Launch, and Boat Lines.—An increase of these lines amounting to 2,200 /i has
to be recorded. Post-boat traffic on the Upper Yangtze continues to expand to proportions that
call for special comment. The Ichang-Wanhsien-Chungking post-boat fleet was kept busy
during the year and carried heavy mails weighing 1,839,505 kilos, or approximately 1,810 tons,
while outside native craft conveyed 702,063 kilos, or 691 tons. Contract steamers carried
1,059,369 kilos, i.e., 1,042 tons. Foreign gunboats, as in the past, also carried gratuitously heavy
mails weighing 65,267 kilos, or 64 tons. The total of all steamer- and boat-carried mails was thus
3,006,204 kilos, or approximately 3,607 tons for the year, or 10,044 kilos, nearly 10 tons, per day.
This total represents an increase of 106 per cent. over the figure of 1918. Three post-boats and
one contract boat capsised, and two contract boats grounded on the rocks while negotiating the
rapids. The Changteh-Chenytian post-boat service worked fairly satisfactorily, although bandit
activities made necessary its temporary suspension, and subsequently its diversion to Tungjen
for a time. As already indicated, a new basis of remunerating coastal and riverine steamers for
the carriage of interport mails was arranged with the various shipping companies during the
year, and came into operation on the 1st January 1919. In this connexion, opportunity is
now taken to express the thanks of this Administration for the excellent services rendered
during the past 20 years by the various steamers so engaged, particularly those belonging to
the “Combine,” i.e, the China Merchauts’ Steam Navigation Company, the China Navigation
Company, and the Indo-China Steam Navigation Company, and for their part in the harmonious
relations that have always characterised postal business connected with the transport of mails.

Railways —During the year additional fast train services were added to the existing
services on the Tsin-pu line. A night train service was also inaugurated on the Shanghai-
Hangchow-Ningpo line. The Directors and officials of these lines have again laid the Administra-
tion under an obligation by providing postal accommodation on these extra trains, thus allowing
additional mail services for the public benetit.

TARIFF.
The following changes were introduced in the new Tariff for 1920:

Parcels for Japan, Korea, Leased Territory of Kwantung, Tsingtau: Tariff VIL—In
future, a uniform rate of postage of 30 cents per parcel, irrespective of weight, will be charged, in
addition to Tariff VII, on parcels for Japan, Korea, and the Leased Territory of Kwantung, and
Tsingtau, which have hitherto been liable to only the single domestic rate (double and other
rates are not affected)—(Tarifl’ I1).

Domestic Parcels.—In order to meet the requirements of small merchants located in
non-steam-served places, the limit of weight for parcels addressed to such places has been raised,
as from the 1st January 1920, to 10 kilos (22 h.). This privilege is now similar to that for
steam-served places.

Printed Matter originating in foreign countries addressed to non-steam-served
places. —The payment of the two cents per article on foreign printed matter originating in
foreign countries for non-steam-served places in China has been diseontinued, exeept in the
ease of foreign printed matter destined to places in Sinkiang, Mongolia, and Tibet.
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FINANCIAL RESULTS.
The following table shows the financial results for the past four years:—

Working
Expenszs
(v.e., Capital | Dericrr.

nditure |
excluded).

$ 8
7:630,416.84 6,693,013.58 937,403.26 311,918.26

8,574,352.24 7,151,834.08 1,422,518.16 606,358.90

9,496,783.18 7.589.469.80 1,907,313.38 814,379.88 (b.)
11,230,000.00 8,2¢90,000.00 2,440,000.00(d.) 1,258,000,00

(a.) Le., expenditure for sites and new property generully (buildings, furniture, mail-vans, boats, bicycles,
pillar-boxes, safes, ete.).
(b.) Paid out of “ Surplus”

(e.) Figures for 1919 approximate,
(d) Actval surplus $2,523,000, bat $83,000 applied to meet loss on working of Sinkiang (Chinese
Turkestan) ; purt of this is refundable.

As will be seen from the above, revenue for 1919 shows an increase of about 18 per cent.
over that for 1918, while working expenses show an increase of about g per cent.

Indemnities for Losses of Mail Matter and Parcels. —Losses of mail matter and parcels
were not so heavy as in 1917 and 1918, the country having been somewhat more, although not

entirely, peaceful.

For detailed particulars concerning insured letters and parcels, see Appendices H, J, K,
and L, on pages 35, 37, 38 and 39 respectively.

Revenue Stamps.—Sales for 1919 totalled 867.033.67, as against $72,071.40 for 1918,

Money Orders.—The following amounts were issued and cashed during the past four
y&l'ﬂ:—

21,523,300
21,227,000

The average value of each money order issued in 1919 was $18.90, and the total value
issued increased by 24 per cent. over 19018, As in previous years, difficulties in the movement of
funds owing to the disturbed state of affairs in some parts of the country, necessitated the
restriction or suspension of the money order ser¥ice, which otherwise would no doubt have shown

& greater increase.

Money Orders Issued to Chinese Labour Corps.- Those issued to the British Emigration
Bureau amounted to $4,142,000, an increase <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>