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FOREWORD

Chinese writers of conditions in Europe and America have, as a rule,
confined themselves to the realms of politics and arts, leaving the field
of Western customs and manners practically unexplored. Mr. Yates M.
Wang, who has spent several years in the United States, has made an
exhaustive study of the social life of the American people. He returned
to China last year. In the section of the “Shun Pao” known as “Echoes
of Liberty” he has published the valuable notes which he has taken in
America. The readers of the “Shun Pao” have been exceedingly pleased
with this feature inasmuch as Mr. Wang’s graphic descriptions have
cnabled them to understand the subjects treated as clearly as if they

had made personal investigations on the other side of the Pacific.

Now it is an admitted truth that the social customs of a country
are intimately related to its progress in politics and arts, and reference
to the latter without an insight into the former is like speaking of a
person’s general behaviour without knowing his divpositions and habits
Such criticisms will very seldom hit the mark. In the perusal Mr.
Wang’s observations and impressions during his sojourn in the great
Republic of the West now published in beok form under the title of
“The United States As Seen By A Chinese” I have been profoundly

inpressed with the distinctive usefulness of his work.

Shanghai, Dec. 18, 1919,

L. CHEN
gditor-in-Chief of the “Shun Pao.”
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INTRODUCTI1ION

In speaking of the account furnished by MMr. Yutes M. Wang oy
his travels in America, Mr. Ko Po Chen, President of the Shaughui
Commercial and Savings Bank, made these: pointed remarks “ What Mr.
Wang has seen and heard,” said Mr. Chen, “1 too used to see and
hear when I was in America. The places of scenic fame to which Mr.
Wang repaired werc also places which I visited myself. In the happy
old aays T tco had my own impressions. But the finger of time has
erased much from the slate of my memory. Now the pleasures of my
sojourn in America are renewed by the graphic descriptions given by
Mr. Wang. Indeed the impressive power of the pen is very wonderful!”

Mr. Chang Chu-sheng, General-Manager and a Director of the
Commercial Press, had this to say in praise of Mr. Wang in a letter
to me. “After an attentive perusal of the articles dealing with his
vbservations in the United States,” wrotz Mr. Chang, “1 have come to
the conclusion that Mr. Wang is a thoughttul writer of modern times.
His writings carry the conviction that China has a glorious culture of
her own which stands comparison with the Western systems, and will
go a long way to remove rash criticisms passed upon China and the
Chinese.” What has been said shows that Mr. Warg's writings have
earned for him the high opinion of prominent men while he has z host
of sympathetic readers who have always turned with unusual delight to
the “Echoes of Liberty” section 1n order to enjoy the perusal of Afr.
Wang’s fascinating tales.

There is one aspect of the publication of *“The United States As
Seen By A Chinese” that should not be lost sight of. The work is not
ouly the great record of a traveller; it is a monument in honour of his
late wife, IMae, who uccompanied him to America where he was
attached to the Chinese Legation at Washington. Together ithey were
touring the United States, he, a master writer and she, a brilliant
artist, and such was the happiness of their travelling in the land of
plenty and the seat of democracy that they actuaily fancied themselves
to be in Paradise. But coutrary to =xpectadons Mr. Wang returned to
China without his wite who had passed away in America. In the work
which it is my honour to inutroduce to the reading public, Mr. Wang
has achieved a twofold obiect: {17 he has given the nation a book of
valuable iaforwation cencerning political and  social conditions in
America, {2) he bhLas preserved an indelible written record of his
immeasurable grief over the loss of his beloved spouse v hose wise
encouragement and uplifting companionship had contributed much to
the success of the work.

Shanghai, Dec. 18, 191g.

SZE LIANG ZAY
Managing Director of the *“Shun Pao. ”
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PRETF ACE

A scholar of profound learning, Mr. Yates M. Wang has produced
a book o1 exceptivnal iuterest and usefulness. “The United States As
Seen By A Chinese” is the fruit of years of careful investigution on
the part of Mr. Wang in America. He studied social America as wcll
as political America. The substance of the work in question has already
appeared in the “ Shun Pao”, and the readers have been deeply impressed
Both by the elegance of Mr. Wang's vivid style and by the wealth of his
reliable infermation. Ihose who have been to America will not fail 1o tind
that in the perusal of Mr. Wang’s work the pleasure of their own travels
in the days of yorc is renewed while in the case of those who have not yet
beenn 1o America the narrative is less illuminating than if the readers
has actually been studying conditions in the United States. In drawing
cemparisons between the castoms and usages of America and those of
Ching, Mr. Wang has made his book particularly valuable to all who
contemplate the introduction of reforms in this country.

The work contains, however, no reference to conditions in South
America. As Mr. Wang will soon visit Brazil in the capacity of
attache to the Chinese Legation at that country, it is quite ceriain that
he will make a special study of conditions in South America aid the
pubilcation of the re:zults of his investigation in this direction will be

awalted with keen inlerest by a large circle of readers.

(B
iz

i/

Shanghai, Dee. 18, 1919, e

Business Manager of the “Shun Pao.”
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Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo, Formerly
Chinese Minister to the United Statess
who made it possible for the author
to visit the United States.
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