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“Imagine a world in which every single human being can freely share in the sum of all 
knowledge. That's our commitment.” 
 
- Vision statement of the Wikimedia Foundation 
 (http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Vision) 



Universiteit Utrecht 
HPS workshop ‘Wikipedia in the Academic Community’ 

“The mission of the Wikimedia Foundation is to empower and engage people around 
the world to collect and develop educational content under a free license or in the 
public domain, and to disseminate it effectively and globally. 
 
In collaboration with a network of chapters, the Foundation provides the essential 
infrastructure and an organizational framework for the support and development of 
multilingual wiki projects and other endeavors which serve this mission. The 
Foundation will make and keep useful information from its projects available on the 
Internet free of charge, in perpetuity.” 
 
- Mission statement of the Wikimedia Foundation 
 (http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Mission_statement) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:free_content
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Local_chapters
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Our_projects
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:gratis


 Non-profit charitable 
organization 

 Founded in 2003 

 Based in San Francisco 

 ~250 employees (Google: 
55,000, Facebook: 10,000) 

  Revenue: $52 million 
(Google: $66 billion, 
Facebook: $12 billion) 

 Donations (500,000 donors) 
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 Free encyclopedia that 
anyone can edit 

 >285 languages 

 >35 million articles 

 Started in 2001 as an 
experiment by Larry 
Sanger en Jimmy Wales 

 Largest and most-used 
reference work in the 
world 
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 Top 10 website worldwide 

 12 billion page views per 
months 

 >470 million unique visitors 
per month 

 >7500 new articles per day 

 NL: 6 million page views 
per day, >1.800.000 articles 
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 25% of all pages are 
articles 

 Talk, redirects, media, 
meta-pages 

 1 billion edits (400.000 
per day) 

 75.000 active users (5+ 
edits per month) 

 nl.wikipedia.org: 1400 
actieve users 
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Encyclopedic 

Neutral point of view 

Free content that anyone can use, edit, and distribute 

Ignore all rules 

Assume good faith 
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Notability 
 
* Significant coverage: no original research needed to create article 
* Reliable: publisher/editorial integrity 
* Sources: preferably secondary sources (e.g. review articles) 
* Independent of the subject: no press releases, advertising, autobiographies 
* Presumed: Even if above applies, a topic might still not deserve an article 
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No Original Research Verifiability 
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What Wikipedia is not… 

Crystall Ball 

Propaganda, 
Self-promotion 

Promotion 

Newspaper 

Scientific Journal 



Universiteit Utrecht 
HPS workshop ‘Wikipedia in the Academic Community’ 

NPOV: discuss, discuss, discuss… 

Evolution… 
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Blauwe Keet 
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Free content 
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Free content 
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• Be bold 
• Ignore all rules 
• Any edit can be undone 



Universiteit Utrecht 
HPS workshop ‘Wikipedia in the Academic Community’ 

Quality Control 
 
• Featured Article Status 
• Decided by Community 
• Not only about layout and 

structure 
• “Open Peer Review” 
• Hoaxes get found 
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• Central mediabank 
• Almost 26 million media files 
• Free licences 
• Anyone can contribute 
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2011 

 18 countries 

 165,000 photos 

 5000 users 

 Local competitions 

 169 finalists 

 Netherlands: 13,500 
photos, over 60% of all 
monuments 
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• 35 countries 
• 350,000 photos 
• 15,000 users 
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• GLAM partner 
• Wikipedian-in-Residence 
• 1800+ uploads on Commons 
• Visibility of material, and of GLAM 

institution itself 
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• Collaboratively edited knowlegde 
base 

• Central storage of structured data, 
much like Commons for media 

• Development started in 2012 
• Set up with a starting grant 
• Project by Wikimedia Germany 
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• ~14 million items 
• Can be queried 
• Currently testing further 

integration of WD into WP at 
various projects, including WPNL 

• Language links to all WPs 
• Links to external DBs (e.g. 

Britannica, IMDb, National Library 
of Australia 
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• Item 
• Unique Identifier 
• Label 
• Aliases 
• Statements 
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Any Questions…? 

Arne Wossink – wossink@wikimedia.nl 


