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ere are no authentic known of the /even Perfons

followings whofe Autographs are in the Frontispiece.

William De la Pole, Duke of Suffolk^

ONE of the prime minifters and favourites of Henry the Vlth. and

his Queen, faid to have been too familiar with her Majefty, and

to have had a hand in the murder of Humphry

^

Duke of Gloucefler,

He was beheaded at Sea, in going to banifhment, 1450.

Alice, his Dutchefs^

Was grand-daughter of Chaucer, the poet, the Duke was her third

hufband, her fecondwas Homas De Montacute Earl of Salifbury, and her

firft Sir Philips, She brought the Duke a very large dowry.

Sir John Fastolff,

Was made a Knight of the Garter for his many great exploits in the

wars in France, and judicious management of the lieutenancy and go-
vernment which he held in Normandy, &c. In 1440 he finally returned

to England, where he Ihone as bright in virtue, as he had abroad in valour,

living in great fplendor, charity, and hofpitality: he died upwards ofninety

years of age, 1459.

Richard
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Richard Plantagenet, Dule of Tork,

Father of Edward the IVth. and Richard the Illd. was Regent of
France on the death of the great Duke of Bedford, and twice Protedior

of the Realm under Flenry the Vlth. After a variety of fortunes, he was
cieclared by parliament, fuccelFor to the Crown, and in maintenance
of his right, (being defcended from the third fon of Edward the Illd.

whereas Henry \v2is only from the fourth,) was (lain in battle againft Queen
Margaret at Wakefield, 1460.

Richard Nevile, Earl of Warwicky

The moft powerful and beloved Nobleman of his time, called the

Great, and Make-king ; having dethroned Henry the Vlth. he fet up
Edward the IVth. afterwards dethroned him, and fet up Henry again

;

He was killed in fighting againft Edward, in the battle of Barnet, 1471.

John De Vere, Earl of Oxford,

Son-in-law of the great Earl of Warwick, had a command in the bat-
tle at Barnet field; after which, being taken by Edward the IVth. he was
fent prifoner to the caftle of Hams, from whence, fome time after, he
efcaped and joined the Earl of Richmond, in whofe army at Bofworth-
field, he was a Captain of the Archers : he died 1512.

Sir Henry Wentworth,

^

Son of Sir Philip, by Mary, daughter of John Lord Clifford, was in the
Expedition with Edward the IVth. when he demanded the refioration
of the kingdom of France; on the marriage of Edwards fecond fon, he
•was made a Knight of the Bath : in the reign of Henry the Vllth! he
was alfo much in efieem, and employed as a Commifiioner in raifing
Supplies, &c. particularly againft Perkin IVarbecL His grandfon, for
his extraordinary courage and other abilities, was made Lord Wentworth
in the 21ft of Henry the Vlllth.

King



King Henry the Vlth.

The only child of the vidtorious Henry the Vth. by Catherine^ daughter

of Charles the Vlth. of France ; he was called the Prince of Priefls, and
was more fit for a Monk than a King. He was fo weak a Prince as

to be governed by every deligning party that from time to time hap-
pened to be about him, to his own very great misfortunes, as well as the

mifery and devaftation of his fubjedls, and the lofs of nearly all the con-

quefts made in France.

—

Edward the IVth. was under the cruel neceffity

of facrificing him to his own fafety, 1471.

King Edward the IVth.

Elded: furviving fon of Richard^ Duke of York, was reckoned the

handfomeft man of his time, he made his way to the throne by his fword

;

when fettled in the kingdom, he fuffered his adfive and enterprizing

nature, to link into indolence and dillipation, which was fometimes ac-

companied by cruelty: he died 1483.

King Edward the Vth.

Eldeft fon of Edward the IVth. by Elizabeth^ Widow Sir John Grey,

was between twelve and thirteen years old when he fucceeded his father,

but never crowned
; the ambition of his uncle Richard, Duke of Glou-

celler, cauling him and his brother to be fmothered in the Tower, when
he had borne the title of King only two months and twelve days, 1483.

King Richard the Illd.

The eighth and youngeft fon of Richard, Duke of York, made his way
to the crown, by hypocrify, fraud, and murder : Notwithftanding, he
was a man of fuch great abilities for government, as to be efteemed a
good King, though fo bad a man ; he was killed in the battle of Bof-
worth-field, after fighting in perfon with the greateft courage and fury
imaginable, 1485,

John
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John Howard, Duke of Norfolk^

A faithful adherent to the houfe of York, and the firft Duke of his fa-

mily, was a man of great courage, integrity, and addrefs, and is faid to

have had no fhare in the cruelties of Richard III. in whofe caufe, and

with whom he was killed, 1485.

^KiNG Henry the Vllth.

Defcended from Catharine

y

widow of Henry V. by Owen Tudor

y

was on
the day he obtained the victory over Richard III. at Bofworth-field, pro-

claimed King by the army, but not crowned till he renewed his promife

to marry Elizahethy the eldeft daughter of Edward IV. the completion of
which, united the long contending houfes of York and Lancafler, to the

great joy of the nation.

—

Henry was wife and politic, but his rigid po-
licy, together with his jealoufy of the title of the houfe of York, ex-

tended to cruelty and malignity, fo that even his Queen did not efcape

it, and his great avarice in the latter end of his reign, induced him
to be very oppreffive to his fubjedls: he died 1509

Margaret, Countefs of Richmond and Derby*

Was mother of Henry VII. by the firft of her three hufbands, Edmund
Tudory Earl of Richmond, half brother of Henry VI. She was foie

daughter and heir of John Beauforty Duke of Somerfet, grandfon of John
ofGaunty fourth fon of Edzvard III. After the death of her laft hufband
the Earl of Derby, fhe engaged herfelf in a vow of celibacy, and was
admitted into five feveral religious houfes.—She was a woman of great
piety and a celebrated foundrefs ; at her death, fhe was allied to thirty

Kings and Queens, befides feveral Princes, Dukes, Marquifes, and Earls.
She died about three months after her fon Henry VII. 1509.

Thomas Howard, Earl of Surryy

Son o^Johny Duke of Norfolk, was taken prifoner in the battle at Bof-
worth-field, and fent to the tower, but fome time after releafed and re-
ffored to his Earldom, and made Lord High Treafurer. In the begin-
ning of the reign of HenryWW, he fhewed his generalfhip by the farnous
vidlory he gained at the battle of Flodden-field, for which he was reftor-
ed to the dukedom of his father.—This great man, who was not lefs great
in the cabinet, than in the field, died 1524.

^

King
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King Henry the Vlllth.

The fon of Henry VIL by Elizabeth of York, was not eighteen years

old when he fucceeded to the crown.—He was the moft accomplifhed

Prince of his time, and unfortunately for his fubjedts, he knew it, for as

he ripened in years, he not only made his own will a law, right or wrong,

but brought them into little lefs than flavery, by over awing his parlia-

ments, and depriving many of their lives and fortunes, even fome of his

favourites. He had fix Queens, two of whom he divorced, two he be-

headed, and the laft but narrowly efcaped the block. He died 1547.

Catharine, ^een Henry the Vlllth.

The youngefl: daughter of Ferdinandy King of Arragon, by IJahellay

Queen of Caftile, King and Queen of Spain ; at eighteen was married

to Arthur

y

Prince of Wales, and became his widow in little more than

four months ; fhe was afterwards married to Henry VIII. and crown-

ed with him; living in his good graces for eighteen years, before

his confcience was touched with the unlawfulnefs of his marriage : when
this, and his growing paflion for Anna BulleUy occafioned her divorce 1 533-
She was an exemplary good woman, and fuffered much on account of her

reparation from the King, whom fhe affedlionately loved. She died 1536.

Catharine, loft §lueen of Henry the Vlllth.

The eldefl daughter of Sir Fhomas Parry and widow of John Nevily

Lord Latimer, w^as a woman of learning and great abilities : fhe marri-

ed Henry VIII. 1543, which verified the farcafm made upon one of his

tyrannical adls tw^o years before, that he mu ft marry none but a widows
She w^as a favourer of the reformation, and had like to have fallen a fa-

crifice to it, for Henry infifted that every one fhould believe in all points,

precifely as himfelf. Soon after the King’s death fhe was married to Sir

Fhomas Seymoury uncle to Edward the Vlth. for whom fhe had an affec-

tion, before her marriage with the King ; her partiality in his favour was
repaid by him with ill ufage, fhe died, foon after her delivery of a daugh-
ter, not without the ftrongeft fufpicion of being poifoned by him, 1 548.

Thomas Cranmer, Arch-bifoop of Canterbury

y

The fon of Thomas Cranmer

y

Efq; of Aflakton in Nottinghamfhire, was
born 1489. He received his education at Jefus College, Cambridge,
where he commenced a Docftar in Divinity: his great and extenfive

learning and other abilities, occaftoned his being confulted when Henry

the



the Vnith. was about to divorce his Queen, Catharine of Arragon ; and
his opinion being that the marriage was unlawful and ought to be dilTolv-

ed, he became high in favour with that monarch, who fent him to

Rome and other courts concerning it, and at the death of Arch-bifhop
PVarhamy made him Arch-bifhop of Canterbury. The King had fuch

an elfeem for him, that he continued him in his favour to the laft, to

the no fmall mortification of his many and powerful enemies, and further

honoured him, with mentioning him firfi: as executor in his lad: will.

During the reign of Edward the Vlth. he was indefatigable in carrying

on the reformation, both at home and abroad : but when Mary afcended

the throne, he became a facrifice to her refentment, not for religion only,

but chiefly for the adlive part he had taken in her mother’s divorce ;

notwithdanding die herfelf owed her life to his felicitation with her

father, when he had refolved on her death, for difobedience to his

commands. This great and good man, who was the ornament of our

church and nation, was burnt as a heretick, 1556.

Thomas Howard, third Duke of Norfolk^

Son to the vidlorious Duke who gained the battle at Flodden-field,

w as made Earl of Surry for the diare he had in that vidlory. He was
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and after his father’s redgnation, made Trea-
furer and Lord High Admiral

;
but at length had like to have fallen a

vidlim, (as his fon had jud: before,) to the jealoufy of Henry the Vlllth.

and whofe death only prevented it.—He remained a prifoner during the

reign of Edward th^ Vlth. but was releafed when Mary afcended the

throne, and, notwithflanding he was above eighty years of age, was
again feen at the head of an army, and helped to fupprefs JVyafs rebel-

lion: he died 1554-

Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk,

Son of Sir William Brandon^ ftandard-bearer of Henry the Vllth. who
w as killed by the hand of Richard the Illd. at Bofworth-deld, was the
companion of Henry the VHIth. in his youth, and became one of his

mod particular favorites.—He was a man of great courage, and diftin-

guidied himfelf in tilts and tournaments; after the taking of Tourney, in

1513, in which he had a great diare, he was made a Duke. He marri-
ed Mary, Queen Dowager of France, dder to Henry the Vlllth. whofe
adedtions he had gained before her marriage with Louis the Xllth. This
deferving Nobleman, was graceful in perfon, valiant, humble, bountiful,

and unalfedled ; fo that he gained univerfal edeem. He was
a Knight of the Garter, and Knight of the Order of St. Michael, died

JS45*

Thomas
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Thomas Cromwell, Earl of EJfex^

Was a man of mean birth, but great abilities ; on his return from
abroad, where he had been for improvement, he was taken into the fer-

vice of Cardinal Wol/eyiy after whofe fall, he was employed by Henry the

Vlllth. who for his merit, knighted him in 1 531, five years after created

him Baron Cromwell^ next year a Knight of the Garter, and two
years after that, Earl of ElTex.—He was of the greatefl: fervice to

Henry the Vlllth. in the fupprefhon of the monafteries, and was made
his Vice-regent : this gave him the precedence of all the great officers of

State; after being thus raifed, he was fuddenly arrefted, attainted, and
beheaded, v/ithout even having been brought to a trial, 1540.

King Edward the Vlth.

The only fon of Henry the Vlllth. by his moft beloved Queen, Jane
Seymour. He w^as only nine years and a quarter old when he fucceeded his

father, who, by his will, left him under the guardianfbip of iixteen execu-
tors, out of whom they chofe one as protestor, viz. Edward Seymour^ after

Duke of Somerfet, the King’s uncle: unhappily for the nation, the am-
bition of fome, and the prejudice of party in others, rendered this fnort

reign full of trouble, and an eafy prey to the bigotry of the next fuc-

ceffior.—This young King was efteemed for his age, the moft fenhble,

learned, accomplifhed, and pious of any then living ; he died in a decline,

not without fome fufpicion of foul play, 1553.

John Alasco,

A noble Polander, before he became a Proteftant, was a Bifhop of the

church of Rome, but foon after his reform, was obliged to leave his

country, from whence he went and fettled at Embden, in Eaft Friefland,

where he was chofe by the Proteftants, their Pallor; fometime after, on
account of their religion, they were forced to fly thence, when they came
to England, and were kindly received by Edward VI. who granted them
the churcn in Auftin-friars : on the acceffiion of Mary they were ordered
to leave this kingdom, hence they retired to Denmark, where they dif-

perfed, and Alajco went to Franc fort, and eftablifhed a church ; from
thence he was called to his own country, by letters ligned by upwards
of forty of the nobility : the King, his nephew, confulted him in all

weighty matters, knowing him to be a man of great piety, parts, and
learning: he died 1560.

Queen



Queen Mary,
Daughter of Henry VIII. by Catharine of Aragon, his firfl; Queen, whom

he divorced, did not immediately come to the Throne, Lady Jane Gray

having been proclaimed according to the will of Edward VI. Mary
was not at all beloved, and perhaps never would have afcended it, had
not the univerfal hatred to the Duke of Northumberland, Lady Janets

Father-in-law, made the nation think it better to be under her, than his ty-

ranny and opprellion; for he was, and doubtlefs would have continued at the

head of affairs, if the Lady Jane had fucceeded. Mary was a woman of
a weak underflanding, a melancholy, obftinate and unrelenting temper ;

w’hich, together with a blind zeal for her religion, and ill advifers, ren-

dered her fhort reign, the moft horrid and cruel, on account of religion,

that was ever known in this country: fliedied 1558.

Philip IL King of Spain,

Son ofthe Emperor Charles V. hy Ifabel,di2i\x^ttr ofEmanuel, King of

Portugal, was not eight and twenty when he married Mary Queen of

England, who was above ten years older than himfelf. The Emperor
by procuring this marriage, which, as it happened, only gave his fon the

empty title of King of England, cofl: him, through the policy of Bifhop

Gardiner, to bribe the Parliament, &c. twelve hundred thoufand crowms.

Philip left the Queen in a little more than a year after his marriage,

and probably would never have feen her more, had not policy, about two
years after brought him, to perfuade the Queen to break with France

; the

which, tho’ it gained Philip, by the afliftance of the Englifh, the famous
battle of St. Quintin

;
yet the next year it coft England the key of

France, our ancient City of Calais, which was taken by furprife by the

French. The fuccefs of Philip in the next reign, with his invincible

Armada is well known: he died 1594.

Robert Ferrar, Bifhop of St, Davids,

Was born within the Vicarage of Halifax, in Yorkfhire, began his

education at Cambridge, and finifhed it at Oxford. He became Chap-
lain to Archbifhop Cranmer, with whom he was a favourite, as alfo with

the Protecdor Sornerjet, under Edward VI. who made him a Bilhop : on
the fall of the Prote&or, he was greatly harralfed by his enemies ; and in

Mary'^ reign, he was burnt as a lutheran heretick, for having a wife,
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