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I was Vice Minister of the N

avy during my term of office from
April 1941 (16th year of Showa)

to July 1944 (19th year of Showa),
A8 Lt. General KIMURA (&t that t ime)

War during his tern of office

to March 1943 (18th year of

was Vice liinister of
“rom April 1941 (16th year of Showa)

Shewa ), I had official relations, as

his Colleague, during Lt. General KIMURA's tenure of office as

Vice Minister of War;

but other then thet, I hed no connection at

all with

him, neither before nor after the saiq reriod,

During the time that I was Vise Minister of the havy the

reguletions concerning thc¢ duties ard responsibilities of that

office were construed to r

(1) Ac»

88n and were placed in practice s follows:

ording to the Government organization, the Vice

Minister is to assist the llinister in the latter's capacity as the

Chief Administreative official and there is no stipulation by virtue

of which the forner ought to help the Minister in his character of
~inister of State.

(2) Before the Vice Minister could act as proxy for the

Kinister, the Cabinet must grant permission by special

the Minister not heving the authority to give such

the Minister, and not the Vice )\

inister, has s right of direction
and commend, authority over personnel matiers,

and power to punish

Over each of the Bureauys and Divisions.

the Vice Minister can do

10 Liore than to lend s helping hand by €xpressing his opinion on

these matters to the Minister, with the 8xception, however, of

in conformity with the regulations,

by order of the Vige Minister;

persons who, dre in the service

for exauple, lavy Archives Oifficials,

(4) From the view point of the Government orgenizetion, chiefs
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amd supervises in that offize the respective business of each of
the Divisions and Sections.

(5) ‘According to the reguletions common to the official
organization of each stry. ls provided that "the Vice
Minister helps
supervise e business of each Buregu and Division."™

a, "Adjustment o1 departmental affalrs" has, for
its principal ovject, coordination of the business 1 s of the
Bureegus and Diviesions anc ATy » out of smooth execution of the
affalrs between Buregus ang | |5 2083 h he attends

tO the matters entructed y him end verious fuuctions whi~zsh do not

-

belong to any of the I3 r Divis ¢ other nlscelleneous

s

— + £ TN
1444 vwol S.

the sense of
sinze chizsfs of bursaus and
Government orgenization, are
e
directil
Section by order of

3 r-" T . : \ | "1 s -
Accordingly 3§ Minigter

¢ omme nd
Bureaus &anc L Ons 25€8 necessitating direction, command
or cancellatio ne has n e ' rse than to express hils
opinion to the Minister awailt niis instructions.

(5) The Vize linister has no authority to d le matters
othier than those which &are assigned to him end, of 89, RO righ
to commarnd outside his Jurisc : | scordingly, &s t he

matters other than 108€ wn 123l 3 & igned to him, even though an

approvel of the Vigce M 31 18 lecking, 1t 1is not unlawful SO
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long as an approval of the Minister exists. Actually, 1in the
vy Ministry the Vice Minister does not, by usage, take part in

the nomination &nd appointment of personnel,

'

-

(7) In case of establishing reguletions or giving orders

in general, such as ministerisesl ordinances, notifications and

—

instructions, etc., they are issued in the name of the Minister;
and there &re meny cases, though it 1s aztually the order of the
P 44 >

Minister, in which the Minister's name is 1ot used according to

clerizal usage. Instead, notificetions by order in the name of

i
F -

3
)} &b

Vice Minister are usually issued,

(8) Accordingly, a Vice llinister's notification by order
nothing riore than a communization in writing made 1in the name
of tie Vize linister of what has been decided by the Minister.

ne Vice llinister's notification,which is different
the Vice Minister's notification by order of the Minister,
s issued in connection with metters assigned to the Vice lLiinister
with the official business regulations, etc.,
is & Cabinet ange, no mcmbe? of the Navy
Ministry is affected cxzcept the Nevy Minister. I do not remember

of any case in which the Vice Minister of the Nawvy was changed asg

g result of a political change, I remained in office as Vice
'

Minister of the Navy from KONQOYE's third cebinet to TOJC's Cabinet;
however, it wes only due to usage and had no speeial meaning.

I, just the same as the Vice Minister of other ministrises,
was requested to be u committee men or councillorp of various
committees, but it was only nominagl so that I do not renember even
the nunber eand title of the organizations to which I belonged.

&

Azcordirngly, I failed to attend nmost of these committec meetings.,
On rare oczasions, I did attend soiuc of these mestings, but in many
cos3s it was celled nominally and the procecdings of such meetings

...3..
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had alrsady besn deliberatcd beforehend, so thet I seldom dis-
cussed matt=rs in quastion myself in the meeting nor tried to change
ths 2ontents of the decision., I did not 4o more than simply hear
thelr reports,

I waes also, by regquest, Councillor of the Total Wwar
Resear~h Institute as were the Vice Ministers of other ministries,

but the only chencze I had to take part in the proceedings of the

Institute, &s I remember it now, wes to attend once & year, together

colleesgues from other ministries, for the purpose of

£
&~

tiie report of the result of the studies.
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