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INTTRNATIONLL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED ST4TES OF AliERICA, et al
-V G

neKI, Sadao, et al

S#OAN DEPOSITION (‘LRaANSLATION)
Deponent: HOSHINA, Zenshiro
Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in
accordance with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose
as follows,
l). I am former Vice Admiral in the Navy., I was Chief of Military

ireparations Bureau, Navy Ministry from November 15, 1940 to May

1945, On May 15, 1945, I assumed the post of Chief eof Naval

Lffairs Bureau, and held that position up to November 17, 1945.
Therefore, I am familiar with the duties of Chief of Naval Affairs
Buresau, |

The Naval Affairs Bureau, as set fof'th in the government estab-
lished. organization of Navy Ministry, like other bureaus in the
Navy Ministry, is subject to the commands and orders of the Navy
lMinister, and functions under the direct supervision of the Vice
Navy Ministers Therefoare, as Chief of Naval Affairs Bureau, OK.
was responsible llke chiefs ef other bureaus, only to the Navy

Minister in the performance of his duties.
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3)e The Chief of Naval iffairs Bureau drafts plans for matters
within his functions as provided for in the governmcnt-established
organization of Navy lijnistry; submits them to the Navy Minister
for his approval; and goes through the routine procedure to
execute such approved matters. So, OKi carried out his duties
as one of the aides to the Navy Minister,

Since ®K4 was no more than a mere assistant to the Nawvy
Minister, he had no authority to make decisions pertaining to the
opening of war nor did he possess any power toLTWﬁy important
state policies.

Ls Chief of Naval 4Affairs Bursau, OXKi. could not resign from
his office on the ground that his opinion was different from that
of the Navy Minister or that of the Vice Navy Mjnister. But when
being appointed OKA4A's consent was not required. On the other
hand, althcugh the Navy Minister and the Vice Navy Minister are
naval officers, since their status are those of civilians, they
are free to submit their resignations at any time. Also they are
appointed upon their consent.

6). In the interrogation of admiral Nagano (Court Exhibit # 1197)

it appears that the Chief of Naval Affairs Bureau drafted operational

plans (this error was corrected in the court)e This sort of opera-

tional plans were drafted by the Naval General Staff., The opera-

\

tional plans for Pearl Harbor and other operational matters were
the responsibility of the Naval General Staff or the Commander-
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in-Chief of the Fleet, and OKi, as Director of Naval .ffairs Bureau,

who was in charge of naval administration, was not connected there-

Witho

T)e When it was necessary to negotiate with cutsiders in handling
matters coming within its jurisdiction as set forth in the govern-
ment-established organization of Navy Ministry, it was customary
for the Ministry to do so through the Naval Lffairs Bureau,

For that reason the Chief of Naval Affairs Bureau or members of
the Bureau, as a matter of convenience in meintaining liaison be=-
tween the Navy and the various Ministries of the Government were

members ¢’ the committees
frequently appointed as souncillors or/of those Ministries.

L ‘el ofher words among various jurisdio-
tional matters there were some which involved other Ministries,
and whit h often. required their cooperation. For this reasor when
it was necessary, coammittees were organized, the members being
appointed from the various Ministries concerned, 4s members of
these comittees, the Navy Ministry dispatched men from its appro-
priate bureaus. and whenever matters came under the jurisdiction of
the Naval Liffairs Bureau, mon within the Bureau were appointed as
members to such committees. In most cases it was the custom to
appoint as committee members the Chiefs . of bureaus of chiefs of
sections and their principal duties were to act as liaison men.

Because there were so many committees, with the exception of

important committees which Chiefs of Bureaus and sections themselves
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attonded, in most cascs tlLo jrineiral p.rsons wituln tu2 bur..u
attended these emmmittce mectings so it was not often that OK.
attended in person.
The examples are given in the followings
a) 4«8 Chief of Nevul .ffairs Bureau OKi was automatically
appointed an official of the Netional General Mobilization
Committee., Howevor, the bills introduccd in the meetings
were preparcd by the Ylanning Board or by the ministrics
concerned, Duec to his other numerous dutics, it was rare

that he attended these meetings in pcrson,

b) «s Chief of Naval «ffairs Burceu, O0K.. was automatically

appointed a councillor of the Flenning Board, It was cust omary
to submit important matters preparcd by the Planning Board to
the meceting of oounecillors, but as comparcd with councillors
from other ministries, CU. did no+ possess spceial cuthorit’
and he scldom attended the cormittee meetings,

¢) w8 Chief of Naval 4ffairs Bureau, OK. was automatically
appointed a ecouncillor of the Manchuria +»ffairs Bureau, but
since the Navy had little to do with Manchuria, his appoint-
ment was merely nomin: 14 The person in charge of the matters
concerned or a scetion chief of the Bureau attended the meete
ings, and OK. rarcly attcnded.

d) 4s Chief of Naval ffairs Burcau, OKs was automatically

appointed a councillor of the South Seas Board in the Over-
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seas urfairs.minist:y,

8) g Chief of Naval

24 Military Preparatians

only dircetly &ssociatog

War with the Uniteg States,
of one of the burcaus ip the Nayy j

O himsc lf, Whe

en the negotiations ended
unsuccocssfully,

he was Very smeh disuppointed,
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On this 7 day of Oct., 1947.

«t_Tokvo.,

DELOWNENT />/ & H08:iIN.., Zenshiro (seal)

I, 5Qul¥se, Shinii, hereby certify that the above statement was
sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in
the presence of this witness.

On the same date, &t lokvee

Witness 3/8/ SUdlY..

0.TH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothinge.

/S/ HOSHIN.., Zenshiro (seal)




