HBADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOUBING SURVEY
(Pacific)

APO # 234
¢/o POSTUMASTER, SAL FRAFCISCO

Places . TOKYO

INTTRROGATION NO. 219
5 Nov. 1945

(Jap Intell #3) Datet
Division of Origint Japanese Intelligence Section.
S&bject: Japanese Naval Intelligence Organization.
Personnel Interviewed and Background of eachi

ARITA, Y., Captain, IJN.

Graduated Naval Academy 19203 from 1921-25, Jjunior officer aboard
various ships; 1926-27, student higher course at naval torpedo schoolj
192829, torpedo officer of destroyers; 1930-31, instructor at torpedo
schonl: 1932-33, student at Waval War College; 1934-35, torpedo officer
on war (battle) ships; 1936-37, staff officer, 2nd fleet; 1937-38,
instructor at Naval Academy; 1939-4n, staff member desiroyer flotilla;
194142, staff member 3rd squadron; 1943-August 1944, staii member KURE
Naval Station; August 1944-lMarch 1945, captain of CVE& KAIYO: in May 1949°
became adjutant of the Naval Generel Staff; now in service of the first

reserve,
Where Interviewed: Navy linistrye.

Interrogatorsit Maje Re S. Spilman, AC.
Ltr St Pi Ahlb‘lm' US;mt

Interpreters Maje Je Co P=lzel, USICR.
Allied Officers Present? DNone.

Summary s

ce staff organization cf the Navy General Staff, based on Capte.

Intelligen
in FEAF Intelligence lemd #23 (10/18/45)

ARITA's informaticn enc on information
is appended as part of the transcript. Although the adjutant was responsible

for personnel in general, intelligence personnel were handled by the personnel
office upon reccmmendaticns of the Zrd Department of the General Staff (Naval

Intelligence).

vided aboerd the CVE KAIYO during the perilcd

in which Capt. ARITA had command. He was captain fcr two missisans, cn which the
KAIYD provided aerlal escort for convoys between JAPAN and TAIWAN and between

JAPAN and SINGAPORE between the end of Cctober 1944 and January 1945, The KAIYO
received radioc repcrts from fleet headquerters advisie of the l.cation cf
Allicd submarines and ships along 1ts COurssS, and the carrier pllots were
brisfed by Capt. ARITA personnally pricr tc tzkeoff on such information as he
felt was necessary. The pilots were interrogated upon resturn by ths squadroa

commander who in turn kspt the captain advised of their findings.

Wo intelligence officer was Pro

Fach naval base and major flset unit included radio intelligence and

sighting certers, but Czpts ARITA knew of 2o other operational intelligence

orgenization. His knowledage of intelligsnce schools was 1imited to a communi-

cations intelligence traiaing course as part of tne communications school.
Personncl who had served in legations, as attaches or in similar posts prior
to the war were, for the moest part, preferred for intelligence duty.
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Interrogation of ARITA, Y., Capt. IJ¥ (cont'd)
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1, Chart of Intelligence Orgsnization, Navy General Staff.

ard Dspt,
" Naval Intelligsnce
| R.Ad.m. N.A.KASE Nobura
R S T : e e b s, N R
5th Sec. I 6tn Sec. 7th Secs | 8th Sec, |
North & South America|}§China, Manchuried|USSR, Germany & ||{Bagland, Indo-
U.S, Territoriss and {|{Capt. KOBETTO. Furope. Capt. |IChina,Australia.,
Front Line Intsll, | HIYAIAGUCHI, Swtejy|Cept. IRIE, |
_Reddm, Takmucsr W W |Motonso. |
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I 4th Dept.
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10th Sesc,
Cryptanalysis

9th Sec.
Comm, Plais
Capt. SAMBJIUA,
liotonao.,

Special Sec. |
Radio Intelligsice |
R.Adm, NOIMURA, T,
(Directly under Vice

[ Chief of Gen. Staff),
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2« Transcript of interview.

Qe Can you develop the various schelons under the major headings or
sections of navel intelligenee?

hAe I am not familiar with ths detailed organizatlon within the ssctioas
nor with thes fleet intelligence organization.

Qe Describe the organization of foreign representatives?

Ae The Third Section had charge of that. I kinow nothing about 1it.

Qs What were your specific dutiss as adjutant for the staff?

A, My duties had tn do with persoanel, records, gsasral administration

matters, Intelligence personnel were handled by the personnel office
upon recormmendation of the Third Section.

® Do you know of any standard for assigning intelligence officers?

A. None, other than that, for the m»st pert, persons from legaticns,
naval attaches, and so forth, prior to the war, were preferred.

Qs Weas that type -f perscn assigned even to the lowsr echelons in the flest
and operations?

A. I had no coanections with that.

Q. In your various assiguients, what intelligence oganization was there?

Ao I never had ons, either at KURE Navzl Bass or winile 7-n the KalYO. Aboard
ship, I received intslligence only by radis from flest headquesrters,
There was no intelligeace organizztion at KURE. Ia my opinicn, all this
was handled by general headquerters. (Later, Capt. ARITA modified this
stetensnt by pointing out thet each naval base and major flzet uanlt had

a radio intelligence and sighting centsr, these being ths ocaly intell-
1g,nce units he knew of).

Qe Du you know how lerge ths intelligence orgenization is at Toky:. hsad-
quarterst?

A, Three t: four officers in each sub-section, pribably.
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Interrogation of ARITA, Y., Capt., IJY (eont'd)
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Qs Was there eny spscial setup for intsrrogating pilots on the XAIYO wnen
they returned from a mnigsiont?

ie My carrisr was in convoy operaticons. We received reports frou fles
sadquarters concerning the location of U. S. (sic) submarinss. Pilots
reported their findings tc tas squadron lsader, who sparted to me. We
made one trip to TAIWAY end back froo the end of October to Novenoer 1944,
and ansther to SINGAPORE and oack frorn the end of November t0 Jarueryl945.
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Hes information regording ships ana submerines as received from head-
quarters given tu pilots before flight?

i A, The pilots were gathered together and brisfesd by ne bzfore flight.

Q. How muca information were you pernitted to give thent

4. Only such infsrmetion as I thought taey nesded to knouw.

""""""""

& Q. Were the pilots given aly infurnctisn on y.ur own forcas in the vicianity?

Ae If aay was pertinsat,

Q, How did you relay the information received from pllots?

A, I reported by radioc.

Q. Tn whoii

As That depended -n communication facilities —— usuelly to flest headquerters.
Q. Only to flest headquerters Or to nther ships and f-rees?

A. Thet cGepended on the situstisn.

Q. Did yu get your infornetion from other ships, ton, CT from fleet hesat—
quarters only?

i. Fr.m onther ships as ruch as possivle. But esssiblsd reports cans froa
Flest headquarters osuly.

M

Q. Wers there any phot-grapalc plasnss un the KalIYOT
he NCo

Q¢ Was the KalYO sttacked r Cid she make any ~ttocks wnlle you wers in
corianc?

ie No attacks. We hal sonme repirts, out ns defiaite sightings.
Q. What was required to cunfirm a §.ghting by o pilct?

L. It wes confirmed when it was = cirsct sigating or when a little pisce of
* equipnent on the plane, a ~aenetic devies,; I bslievey gave an indicetlon.

7
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Q. Were there any schools f5r neval intslligeac

A, None thet I know of except comrmunicetisns intelligences trainiig in tas
comrmunication school.
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