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PREFACE.

So many works relating to Persia have of late years appeared be-
fore the public, that some account may be expected of the mo-

tives for bringing forward another volume upon the same subjeﬁt.

‘) The author when he determined to travel in Persia, resbi\/ed
also to devote all the time he could command, to exploring 1ff
tracts, and thus to exert his best ability in adding to the informatign
already before the public, rather than to follow in the c'ourse of
former travellers.  With this object in view he proposed to himé’élf
to leave the beaten track as soon as possible, and as the country to
the cast of Tehrdn had not been visited by Europcans for many
years, he selected it as a fit field of enquiry ; and purposed to pro-
ceed through Khorasan, by such route as might promise to be most
interesting, to Bockhara and Samarcand, or even further to the east-
ward, as circumstances might suggest or admit.

With the wish of rendering this journey as useful as possible,
he supplied himsclf with the best instruments that India could af-
tord, for taking astronomical observations to fix the latitude and
longitude of the various places through which he should pass ; and
the{e, as will be seen in the sequel, were constantly and assiduously
"~ employed.

In the same spirit, although he has no pretensions to a scientific
acquaintance with geology, he yet selected specimens of the pre-
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PREFACE.

dominating rocks and mwals as he passed along, carefully noting
the formation and stratlﬁcatlon of the hills, with such other lo-
calities as might tend to describe the country in his route ; and these
have all been laid before the Greological Society.

Sketches were also made on the spot of every remarkable or in-
teresting scene that occurred upon the route, and great pains were
taken to embody in these the characteristic features of the countr&,
including its buildings and costume. A

In soliciting the public attention, therefore, to the present vo-
Ium9 the author purposes to describe a part of the country hitherto
ve{y little known ; and he has spared no exertion to render that‘d -
sciiption as complete as circumstances would permit.  Disappointed,
as he unfortunately was, in carrying his intentions fully into execu-
tion, he has only been enabled to give a few particulars regarding
the more remote but very intcresting countries to the east of Kho-
rasan, collected from such sources as he could command; but he
trusts that the geographical observations which he has been cnabled
to make upon the countries in and bordering upon the line of his
route, may be found of some importance.

The author also conceives that he enjoyed some peculiar and
considerable advantages in the course of his travels; not the least
of these was his intimacy during the early part of the journey with
the late Dr. Andrew Jukes, a gentleman who, independent of the of-
ficial situation. he held, had, during a long residence in Persia, be-
come well acquainted with the country and its inhabitants, and who
was ever ready to communicate the knowledge he possessed, or to
assist in obtaining further information.

His protracted residence at several places, although under cir-
cumstances often painful and embarrassing, was yet very favourable
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to the prosecution of his enquiries; and the circumstance of his
wearing the native dress, with the various introductions he received
from native friends, procured him admission upon intimate terms,
into the houses of several chiefs and nobles. It may be added that
he enjoyed the means of visiting the courts of most of the Persian
princes of consideration, and had access to many of their principal
and confidential servants ; nor ought it to be omitted that he reccived
from every Englishman in Persia, all the information which their
respective situations enabled them to afford ; to many of them, in-
deed, he holds himself indebted in a degree that no acknowledg-
ments can sufficiently express. Y

But a desirc to communicate original information, though a”
powerful motive to this work, was not the only one. If the author
may be permitted to judge from his own experience, a very erroncous
impression appears generally to prevail regarding the character and
value of the Persian nation, and the power and resources of its go-
‘vernment; not that the opinions commonly entertained of cither the
one or the other are very precise or very exalted, but that the extreme
degree of poverty, depravity, and weakness which characterize the
country, are by no means understood, and that, as the author humbly
conccives, sufficient pains have not been taken in most of the works
that have appeared upon the subject, to impress these facts upon the
public.

In the present work the author has endeavoured to convey to
his readers, the impressions which he himself received from the
events that passed before him, during his residence in the country,
and as these (he trusts) are faithfully and impartially related, every one
will be enabled to judge for himself, how far the conclusions that have

been drawn in certain parts of it, are correct. He would earnestlv
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wish to avoid the charge of presumption, in differing, as he may occa-
sionally appear to do, from some high authorities that have preceded
him, but not for this would he withhold or disguise his real opinion.
Truth can only be clicited by free and open discussion, and if it be
desirable to know the real condition of a country so remote, but on
many accounts so interesting, and the friendship of which has more
than once been considered as of consequence to Great Britain, that
object can only be attained by submitting to a strict examination, and
comparing together the various accounts which travellers bring from
thepce.
.« In the prosecution of his intended journcy, the author, after
* reaching Tchran by the usual route, travelled castward into Kho-
Jrasan, as far as its capital, Mushed; but finding the state of the
country around that city too disturbed to admit of his further pro-
gress towards Bockhara, he returned westward by the route of Koor-
distan®, Goorgaun, Astrabad, and Mazunderan (supposed to be
the ancient Parthia and Hyrcania), and coasted the Caspian Sea,
as far as Resht, the chief town of Gheclan, where he was detained
a prisoner for a considerable time, under circumstances of a sin-
gular nature. Upon his relcase he continued his journcy along
the sea coast, occasionally striking into the interior; and ascending
the lofty mountains which separate the provinces of Gheelan and
Azcerbijan, occupied by the wild tribes of Talish, he passed through
Ardebeel, and finally rejoined his countrymen at Tabreez.
It was at first expected that the whole work might have been
compressed into a single volume quarto, or two volumes octavo ; but

when the materials were arranged, this was found impossible. It

* A district so called from being inhabited by colonies of Koords, of which a de-

scription will be found in the work, and which must be distinguished from the great district
of that name, situated in the West of Persia.



PREFACE. .Q‘i i

was, therefore, determined to divide it into two parts, the first of
which, now published,: carries on the narrative to Astrabad ; and the
"second, to contain every thing that occurred after reaching that
place, will be published as soon as circumstances permit.

It was intended to. have inserted, in the Appendix of this
volume, a Geological Memoir, prepared from the materials furnished
to the Geological Society ; but this could not be got ready in time,
and it will appear in the Appendix of the Sccond Part.

Of the large number of sketches descriptive of the scenery,
buildings, and costume which were taken by the author, it was pro-
posed that a sclection should be engraved to accompany the present
volume ; but it was found that even a small number, if tolerabiy
executed, would add very greatly to the expence of the book, while
they could convey but a very imperfect idea of the appearance of
the country. , It was, therefore, resolved upon to insert none ; but, if
sufficient encouragement should be found, to execute and publish a
separate work, to consist entirely of engravings after drawings from
these sketches, placing it thus in the power of any one to possess
himself of the book or plates separately. A prospectus of this in-
tended work is bound up with this volume, and may be referred to
tor further particulars.

The map and geographical sketches in the Appendix require
a more particular notice; but this will be found in the note pre-
fixed to the former. The sources from whence the author derived
his information have generally been mentioned in their respective
places.  That which relates to Khorasan and Khyvah was almost
entirely collected by himself; but for much of that which regards
Mawur-a-ul-nehr, and every thing to the east of Khorasan, he ‘fecls
himself deeply indebted to the friendship of Mr. WiLLiam Erskine,
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late of Bombay, who not only furnished him with some valuable
routes and memorandums connected with those countries, but who,
having himself had occasion to make them the objects of his parti- *
~ cular study, was enabled to assist the author with many suggestions
of great importance to this part of thework. The extracts from the
journal of Meer Izzut Oollah form not the least valuable portion of
his obligations to the liberal kindness of this gentleman.

The Author was, unfortunately, unprovided with any instru-
ment for determining the height of mountains ; but, with the view
of forming a scale which should give some idea of the relative
hgiglfts of places, he used a large and sensible thermometer to as-
certain the boiling point of water, in different situations; and the
results will be found tabulated in the Appendix. There also will be
found such few observations on the state of the weather and the
thermometer which the uncertainty of halting, the unavoidable acci-
dents of travelling, and his numerous other avocations enabled him
to collect.

In the first part of the narrative, which describes his voyage up
the Persian Gulf; and his journey to Tehran, the author has endea-
voured to avoid those subjects which have been amply treated of by
late travellers, except where difference of opinion made it neces-
sary to notice them, and has confined himself to such incidents and
observations as promised to be intcresting, or as were connected
with the objects of the work. On this principle he has said no-
thing regarding Persepolis, or the other antiquities situated near the
road ; and no descriptions have been given of the principal towns or
cities which occur in the way. The latter, and most considerable
part, is occupied by the journey from Tehran to Mushed, and
thence to Astrabad, which, passing over new ground, he has done his
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best to describe minutely, and, by relating many incidental occur-
rences, to give the most lively idea in his power of the country and
the people that came under his observation.

With regard to the general execution of the work, he can only
say that he has endeavoured to relate, truly and simply, what he
saw and heard. He can make no pretension to elegance of style,
and is aware that, from the nature of the subject, and his own un-
skilfulness, his book must be defective in those charms which de-
pend upon the interest of great personal adventure and felicitous
narration.  Such as it is, however, he submits it to the judgmnt of
the Public, assured that where the author’s intentions have been
good, imperfections in execution will meet with indulgence.






NOTE RESPECTING THE MAP.

‘I'nose who are acquainted with the geography of Persia as it is delineated in
the existing maps, will observe upon looking over that which accompanies
this work, that a considerable change has been made in the position of several
important places, the accuracy of which had not heretofore been impugned ;
thus Tehran has been moved thirty miles more to the eastward, Sgmnoon
and Damghan still further, and in the situation of Nishapore and Mushed
an alteration of nearly two and three degrees, respectively, was found necessary
in longitude ; and in latitude, the latter was wrong a whole degree.

1t is therefore due to the public to explain the method by which the map
was constructed, and the ground upon which these alterations have been
made.

It has already been observed that the author carried along with him as-
tronomical instruments * of a superior description; with these a regular and
daily series of observations was conducted from one place to another, during
the whole course of his journey. Latitudes were taken at every halting
place ; a meridian altitude of the sun, or of one or two stars, was used for
this purpose, when resting but one day or night ; two celestial bodies were
always observed when practicable, and thosc of opposite declinations were
preferred, that errors of the instrument, or those which depend upon refraction,
might be neutralized : whenever the party remained longer than one day, a
great number of observations were taken, and the true latitude deduced
from a mean of the whole,

In order to obtain the chronometrical interval between each halting
place with the greatest possible accuracy, the rate of the watch was constantly
and carefully ascertained ; equal altitudes of the sun, or the altitude of some
celestial body being taken every day, for the purpose of finding the true time;

* These instruments consisted of a capital sextant, 10 inches radius, by Berge, on a gra.
vitating balance stand, a fine chronometer by Arnold, another by Hatton, a large telescope by
Harris, calculated for observing the eclipses of Jupiter's satellites, and possessing magnifying
powers from 80 to 140 degrees : the only surveying compass was a small one by Schmalchalder
with sights and a reflecting lens.

+ So accurate was the instrument found to be, that the meridian altitude of the same star
taken for three or four nights running seldom varied a second, and never more than 5” of double
altitude
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means were thus obtained for deducing the true longitude (nearly) of
stage, from the several points fixed by more detailed observations.

) As the best methogd of doing this, all the occultations and emersions of
Jupiter’s satellites visible at places on the route were carefully observed;
and fortunately a good many very excellent observations of this kind were ob-
tained at places of principal importance. Finally, the distance between the
mnoon and sun, or a star, was taken as often as circumstances permitted, and
particularly at the chief stations ; a celestial body on each side of the moon was
preferred to two on the same side, when such could be obscrved.

The author is very sensible of the great degree of inaccuracy to which
all such observations are liable, particularly when made during the con-
tinuance of a long journey, and consequently subject to a good deal of con-
fusion and irregularity ; and he is aware that mistakes or accidents will often
disappgint the observer, particularly when time cannot be afforded for cal-
culating the results upon the spot ; nevertheless where little or almost nothing
is known of a country, all of this nature that can be procured becomes va-
luable, and these observations will doubtless afford results not only useful for
the present, but for comparison with such as may hereafter be obtained. With
the view of giving them full effect, the precaution was taken of sending those
of most importance to be calculated by a scientific person in London, while
at the same time all the materials were put into the hands of Mr. Arrowsmith,
for the purpose of constructing the map; and the author cannot omit this
opportunity of publicly offering his acknowledgments to that gentleman for
the laborious and skiltul manner in which he has verified and made use of
them, adapting them to the best, though often perplexing information extant,
regarding these regious.

In this way the obscrvations were calculated by two and sometimes by
three different persons ; when any difference occurred a mean was taken, and
the result will be found in the tables inserted in the appendix. *

On referring to these, it will be observed that the position in longitude
indicated by them for several places, differs considerably from that adopted in
the map, particularly when lunar observations arc in question ;  to those who
are acquainted with the process of constructing a map, from various routes
and observations, and who know the perplexing results that will sometimes
occur, even with such as have been taken under every advantage, there is no
need of explaining the reason of such a difference; every one acquainted
with the subject knows that from the imperfection of' the tables, lunar ob-
servations are subject to so much uncertainty, that an crror of twenty or

* Many more lunars were taken than those put down in the appendix, but some were not
required, and others were found useless from some inaccuracy at the time of noting down : only
those used in the formation of the map have been inserted in-the tables.
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thirty miles in the longitude they indicate is far from uncommon ; and that
even those of the occultations and emersions of Jupiter’s satellites sometimes
afford very wide results ; when, therefore, they differed greatly from the chro-,
nometrical interval and theroad distance, it became highly proper to make a
corresponding allowance for possible errors of observation. As an instance in
‘proot” of general accuracy on the great scale, however, it may be mentioned,
that of seven very long and important bearings by compass on Demawund,
. a lofty and snowy peak of the Elburz, ncar Tehran, viz. trom Cashin, Koom,
‘T'ehrin, Eywanee Key, Saree, Balfroosh, and Amol, no two intersections
differed more than ten miles of distance, this, when it i3 considered that the
variation of the compass is by no means accurately ascertained, shews that
these places respectively cannot be laid down far from their true positions.
The hills, villages and other points were filled in from bearings taken by a
good small surveying compass of Schmalchalder. .

Besides the positions of Nishapore, and Mushed, that of Herat has been
materially altered, it was laid down by several good routes from Mushed, and
it may be remarked that the longitude gencmlly given of that place in the
translations of the old and v aluable tables of Ulug Beg must be quite incorrect,
probably from errors in copying them, for few copies can be had of these
tables even in the original Arabic, that can be depended upon as accurate.
‘The position of Balkh, Bockhara and Samarcand seem to be more correctly
laid down, probably because they have been more accurately reported, and
were nearer to one of that great astronomer’s observatories (at Samarcand).
"T'he routes which were procured trom Mushed and from Herit to Balkh, ap-
pear to confirm this. * It will, however, be observed that no alteration or
addition has been made to the map in the countries to the north or east of
Khorasan, because the routes and information that were obtained regarding
them were not of a nature sufficiently precise to warrant any interference with
that which is already before the public.

Little more remains to be said regarding this part of the work ; the map
and memoirs will speak for themselves; it is to be regretted that the in-
formation they contain is not more cxtensive, and in some places more
precise, but when the difficulties arc considered, with which a single traveller
has to contend in countries so rude and unsettled, the candid reader will
rather be inclined to give credit for what has been .\ccomphshod than to
censure for what has been omitted.

The last sheets both of the narrative and appendix of this work had

* A great change has been made in the courses of the rivers, Herirood, Moorghaub, and
Tedjen, with that of all the waters which flow from the northern face of the Elburz mountains :
It will be observed that thesc three rivers uniting, form the stream which runs past Merve, but
which never reaches the Caspian, being lost in the sands a little below Merve, neither does the
Moorghaub as has hitherto been supposed run into the Oxus.
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been printed and corrected, before the author learnt, that an account of the
Russian embassy to Bockhara, under charge of M. De Negri, had bheen
translated into French, and was about to be pubhshcd in Paris. By the
kindness of a friend he obtained the loan of a copy in sheets, but imperfect,
and without the map which should accompany it; and he wishes that this
advantage could have been enjoyed before his own work had gone to press,
as it would have yielded him considerable assistance in describing Mawur-
a-ul-nehr with the several states it contains, and occasioned some modifi-
cation of the geographical remarks connected with it.

It may, however, be remarked generally that there appcars to be a very
close coincidence between the account given of the different states of
Mawur-a-ul-nehr, by the Russian travellers, and that which the author
himself received and has given from the various sources to which he has
been debted ; in fact the Russian obscrvations are very much confined to
the town and country of Bockhara alone, and on these they are of course far
more minute than any that could be offered in this work ; among other things
it may be observed, that the population of the country is estimated at about
2,500,000, but those contained within the walls, only at 8000 families, or
about 70,000 persons. All the information which the author possesses on
the subject, is calculated to induce the belief of an amount far greater
than this.

With regard to the geographical information it contains, as the author
has not seen the map, he cannot, and ought not to make many remarks; he
saw 1o table of latitudes or longitudes in that portion of the work which came
under his observation ; these is, it is true, a list of the positions of several
places taken from a MSS. copy of Ulug Beg’s tables, but of these the only
one said to have been verified by the writer, is the latitude of Bockhara,
which is set down at 39° 50’ N. and which he says is correct within two
minutes. Nothing is said of its longitude nor is therc any mention made
of the means in possession of the mission, for determining the position of
places by astronomical observation.

One of the chief' facts that seem to be placed beyond a doubt by this
journey, is, that the Amoo and Scer rivers (the Oxus and Jaxartes) do not
form a junction (as was stated to the author of this work), but that both
separately fall into the sea of Arul.

Regarding the origin and course of the Amoo, no new intormation
is given ; on the contrary, the writer states that he can offer nothing on these
subjects in addition to that which Mr. Elphinstone has said; and he thus
dismisses the subject. Neither are any new facts bnought forward regarding
the branch of this river which has been supposed at onc time to have reached
the Caspian sea, at the bay of Balkan; the opinion that it did once flow in
that direction is supported on the authority of Mouravief, Bekewitch, and a
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Cossak Major, a native of Khyvah, and a man of information, who in

speaking on the subject treated it as a thing never doubted or disputed in the

country ; the Khyveans belicve that the change of the river’s course was
*occasioned by an earthquake which occurred about 500 years ago.

That some change of this nature may have taken place, is far from
impossible, although, if the various accounts we have regarding the country
be considered, the period must be very remote : in so loose a soil as the Steppe
of Khaurezm, water might casily be forced to change its course, and it is
said, that carthquakes do still occasionally occur in these countries. From
several observations made by the Russians during this journcy, it appears that
in the Kirgeesh Steppes through which their road lay, rivers are very liable
to quit their bed, and even to disappear totally. The Djan Deria (or river)
which, probably, was abranch that detached itself from the Scer, and which,
when full, was 200 yards broad, had totally disappcared in the course of ten
years from some unknown cause, to the great astonishment of the Kirgecsh
who accompanied the mission. The only way in which they could account
for this phenomenon, was by supposing that the sands of the Kizzil-Coum
(red sand) desert, had gradually overwhelmed it. The Russian author
suggests that this Djan Deria may have been the ancient Kizzil Deria,
although they observed another dry river bed, forty versts more to the
southward.

All the rivers in this quarter seem to have a tendency to shift their beds,
and they either form lakes in the sand which absorbs their waters, or the
gradually diminish and disappear entirely. Several small lakes of this kind
were seen by the mission; one called the Ak Sakal, 130 vrests distant from
the sea of Arul, formed by the Irghiz and Toorghai, small streams
sometimes dry, is particularly mentioned. The Zurafshan, or Kohick, which
flows past Samarcand and Bockhara, in the same manner, never reaches the
Amoo, but loses itself in a lake called Kara Coul.

Little is said of the sca of Arul; it would seem that though the mission
passed near it, they did not see much of it, the author of the account is of
opinion that a great and rapid diminution has taken place in the volume of
its waters, which it would appear, extcended at one time to the feet of certain
hills, between which and the shore, there is now a great distance.

The copy of the Russian work which the author saw was too imperfect to
admit of any judgment being formed of its full value, but it contains a good
description of the remote, barren and almost boundless steppes which
surround, and stretch to the northward of Bockhara, with an account, in

‘some detail, of the city and oasis of Bockhara itself; all of which in the
dearth of authentic information relating to these subjects will doubtless prove
intercsting to those who are curious regarding them.
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NARRATIVE

OF

A JOURNEY INTO KHORASAN.

CHAPTER L

INTENDED PLAN OF THE JOURNEY. — THE AUTHOR ACCEPTS TIIE OFFER OF DR.JUKES,
THE ENVOY TO PERSIA, TO ACCOMPANY HIM.——LEAVE BOMBAY IN THE SHIP FRANCIS
WARDEN, THE 14th MAY, 1821.— CONTRAST OF ASIATIC WITH EUROPEAN VESSELS,
CREWS, PASSENGERS, &C.— CONTRARY WINDS LOSE Us THE DIRECT PASSAGE, — CALMS.
~— EXCESSIVE HEAT.— A GALE.— ALARM OF FIRE.— COMPOSURE OF A PARSEE, —
5TH JULY MAKE RAUS-UL-HUDD, — DREARY IRON=-BOUND COAST. — A BAFFLING CALM
DRIFTS THE SHIP TOWARDS THE ROCKS.~ RELIEVED LY THE SUPERIOR ENERGY OF
ARAB SEAMEN. — 8TH JULY ENTER MUSCAT COVE.—DECRIPTION OF THE HARBOUR,
TOWN, FORTIFICATTONS, POPULATION, COSTUME. ~ PRODUCTIONS, MARKETS, CURRENCY,
= CLIMATE OF OMAUN.— THE IMAUM, — HISTORY OF HIS FAMILY.— HIS RESOURCES,
REVENUES, ~ TRADE.— EXPENCES. — NAVY AND SHIPPING.— TENURE OF LAND.—

 DATE TREEB, — LIVE STOCK., — CAMELS. ~— ASSES, — MANUFACTURES. — EXPORTS, —
IMPORTS. — VISITED AND WELCOMED BY THE IMAUM’S MINISTER. — THE ENVOY VISITS
TUE IMAUM, — RECEPTION. — DELIVERS A PRESENT FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. —
THE IMAUM SURPRIZES US WITH A FRANK VISIT ON BOARD, — THE EPIDEMIC CHOLERA
MORBUS HAD VISITED MUSCAT, BUT HAD CEASED AFTER GREAT RAVAGES.—THE AUTHOR
VISITS THE HOT SPRINGS AT ABOOSHEHR.—THE ROAD AND VICINITY, AND THE PEOPLE
DESCRIBED.—STATE OF THE THERMOMETER. — RETURN TO MUSCAT.

Earwy in the year 1821, after travelling over a large portion of the

northern and western provinces of Hindostan, I reached Bombay,

“intending to embark there for Bushire, thence to continue my

journey through various parts of Persia, and finally to Europe, by
such route as circumstances might render advisable.

During my stay at Bombay, I became acquainted with Dr. Andrew

Jukes, who was soon after appointed envoy from the government of

B



2 CONTRAST OF ASSIATIC WITH EUROPEAN VESSELS.

that residency, to the court of Persia; and I cagerly availed myself
of that gentleman’s offer to accompany him on the voyage up the
sulf, and afterwards as far on his journey through Persia, as might
be mutually convenient.

On the 14th May, 1821, we embarked on board the ship
Francis Warden, and on the next morning sailed from the harbour
of Bombay. The vovage, as might have been expected from the
advanced period of the season, was tedious, a wearisome succession
of contrary winds prevailing for the greater part of the time it
lasted.

The incidents that occurred in the course of the passage merit
but little notice; it may, however, be interesting to mention the
places we visited ; giving, at the same time, such information as we
obtained regarding them, and which appeared to us to be of sufficient
consequence for insertion.

To those who have sailed only in Furopean vessels, there is at
first something picturesque and interesting in the spectacle of a ship
manned, as ours was, entircly by Asiatics; so totally does it differ,
in most respects, trom all they have been accustomed to: the
machine is similar, but the moving power appears quite of” another
character; there is more bustle, more noise; there are more hands,
but less order and regularity prevails, and less effect is produced.
and this unfortunately is most manifest in times of difficulty and
danger. The peculiarities of colour, costume, and manners add to
. the confusion of ideas, and the whole forms a striking contrast to
our recollections of a British vessel and British seamen.

We: had on board about one hundred and twenty souls, including
Dr. Juke’s suite, tent Chlassies, and lascars; Moollah Feridoon, an
old Parsee or Ghebre attached to the mission, with his attendants ;
some Arab passengers, and some Persian, Portuguese, and Hindos-
tance servants, besides various animals for stock and milk ; so that
the deck had a very motley and crowded appearance, partaking more
of the picturesque, but having less of that beautiful order which is
so observable in a well-regulated Indiaman.



ALARM OF FIRE ON BOARD. 3

Totally disappointed in our hopes of making the direct passage,
we were forced to the southward of the line as far as latitude 5° S.
where we at length fell into a south-eastern breeze, which gradually
changing into the south-west monsoon carried us steadily along.
The heat was often most oppressive, and we were only relieved from
it by a gale of wind that drenched the ship with heavy scas, destroy-
ing every thing in our cabins, and effectnally putting an end both to
occupation and comfort.

When the gale diminished, we had an alarm of a different
nature: while airing our wetted things, and repairing damages, a
cry of “fire” was heard from the after-hold. There is perhaps no
calamity more appalling than that of fire on board a single and
crowded ship at sea, very inadequately provided with boats, and in
a swell so high as to forbid the hope of safety even from them.
Every one was doubtless affected by it ; but it was carious to remark
the different effects produced: some were roused to instant and
uscful exertion ; others were shaken cven to tremblings and tears;
others desirous, but incapable of assisting, ran about, impeding the
more cffective efforts of the rest ; and many, careless, as it seemed, of
the cvent, idly eyed these efforts without attempting to assist in
them. The bchaviour of old Moollah Feridoon was very charac-
teristic : he had left his birth for the first time since the gale, and was
seated, gaunt and immovable like a re-animated corpse, on some bales
of goods in the stecrage.  Ie it was who first perceived the simell of
fire; but instead of giving the alarm with the energy which the
occasion called for, he remained scated and fixed as before, uttering
his information to those who accidentally passed him so slowly, and
in so low a tone, that it attracted no attention.  When at last he was
questioned, he gravely informed them, that he had known the fact
for halt' an hour, and had told it to many ; what more could he do?
and while the rest were tumbling about the bales, to search for the
cvil, he maintained his seat and his almost ghastly gravity to the
last. Happily, we were soon relicved from our alarm, the origin of

which we never could discover.
B 2



SHIP DRIFTED TOWARDS THE ROCKS.

On the 5th July, we made Raus-ul-Hud, (vulgarly called Rassel-
gate,) which literally means ¢« Land’s end.” Very dark weather
added to the majesty of the mountains that lie near this promontory,
and which are generally mistaken for the Cape itself; the true Cape,
however, is comparatively low, and runs much further out to seca.
The whole coast is a rocky wall ; the mountains, of brown and bare
rock, streaked with light grey veins and patches, rise in several
ranges, one behind the other.  The little town of Raus-ul-Hud lies
on a small piece of beach just round the Cape, with a good many
date-trees about it; and two castles may be seen, built by the Imaum
ot Muscat as a protection against the Wahabees.  The whole looks
dismal and barren as can be; not a blade of grass or green thing,
except the date-trees above-mentioned, can any where be detected.

1t is remarkable, that on rounding this cape, the south-west trade
constantly fails ; the heavy sca it occasions is exchanged for still water,
and light baffling airs succeed ; which render the remainder of the
voyage to Muscat tedious and uncertain. In one of these batfling
calms, we narrowly escaped going on shore ; but had an opportunity
of contrasting to a striking degree the supine helplessness of our
Indian crew, with the energetic activity of the Arabs of the Gulf.
While coasting along, the wind failed us, abreast of a small inlet that
had attracted our attention, in the in-draught of which we were canght
before we were aware; and failing equally in our attempts to wear
or stay, we drifted shore-wards, right down upon an Arab buggalow,
becalmed and helpless like ourselves, and at anchor off the entrance
of the creck. Our vessel having little way, the collision did no
material harm ; but it was not till after two anchors were let go, that
the best bower brought us up, within two ships’ length of the rocks:
it was fortunately calm ; but as the least breeze would have probably
proved our destruction, we sent on board the buggalow to request
that they would move into deep water, and send a line to warp us
out. Some of the officers were fortunately recognised by the Arabs,
who readily promised their assistance; and though some on board
had at first thought proper to express their contempt at the vessel
and her crew, their opinions were rapidly changed to admiration, at
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the energy and skill with which this aid was afforded: their huge
boat was tossed over board in a moment, as if by magic, without the
aid of tackles; and manned by fiftcen or twenty stout fellows, who'
sprung over board into the water as the quickest way to reach her.

Their two large anchors were spliced together, and, with all the cables

they had, stowed in the boat, with cqual celerity : they next rowed

off to sea, dropt the double anchor, and returned to mect our jolly-

boat, which carried our tow-lines to be bent to theirs: then pulling

towards us, they sprung up our ship’s sides, and, without being either

asked or ordered, manned the capstern, and began to heave away.

We then had time to obscrve these men, so strong a contrast to our

own heartless crew: they were mostly negroes from Mozambique

and Zangucbar, belonging to the Arab tribes; athletic fellows, many

of them six feet high, and models for a Hercules ; and we could not
help reflecting on the miserable chance we should have stood against

them, with such puny wretches as ours, had they boarded us, with

the same vigor, as cnemies.  In a few minutes the cables were hove
in, and an offing gained; and a gentle air which sprung up from

landward soon placed us in safety. We dismissed our Arab friends
with handsome presents; and it was a striking sight to see them as
they quitted us, plunging from the ship’s side, and diving and swim-

ing about like porpoises in their own clement, as fearlessly and at

ease as if they really were amphibious beings.

The whole Arabian coast in this quarter wears the same sterile
aspect already noticed, offering in many places a precipitous rocky
belt towards sea, alongside which ships might float unharmed.  These
rocks, entirely denuded of soil or vegetation, exhibit their external
strata, crumbled into fragments, which partly adhere, partly lic loose
on their surfaces, offering a remarkable image of ruin and desolation
to the mind.  Several ranges of mountains may be seen from the
sea; but none, so far as we could judge, exceeded the height of
fifteen hundred feet, and most of them were far below it.

On the 8th July we entered the Cove of Muscat. This singular
harbour, the best and almost only one on this part of the Arabian
coast, is formed, on the south-castward, by the Muscat island, a ridge
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of rocks from two to three hundred feet high, which is separated from
the main land by a narrow channel, capable of admitting small
‘hoats ; and on the other, or north-western side, by a ridge of moun-
tains that project into the sea. The cove, from its entrance to the
interior extremity, is about a mile deep, running to the south by
west, and about half that space in breadth: it is open to the north
and north-west, but sheltered from all other winds.  The anchorage
is good throughout, and there are no dangers; but the entrance is
so little conspicuous, that a stranger unacquainted with the black
rocks that surround it would scarcely detect it, on arriving trom sea.

The town is built on a small sandy beach at the bottom of the
cove, and looks better than it really is: the ITmaum’s palace is the
most conspicuous edifice in it.  Upon an eminence on the north-
west side, there is a fort consisting of several towers connected by
a wall, including two or three batteries of guns; and on the opposite
side, just above the channel between the main and the island, there
is another, consisting of two towers connected by a curtain, pierced
with two tiers of embrasures: these forts are called « Jellallee,” and
“ Cumallee,” or the “ Glorious,” and the “ Excellent.” Several smaller
forts crown the eminences around, and watch-towers are to be seen
on most of the mountains in the vicinity.

The town of Muscat, according to the calculation of the best
authorities, contains, from ten to twelve thousand inhabitants, of
which about one thousand may-be Hindoos from Sinde, Cutch, and
Guzrat. The rest are principally Arabs, and negro slaves: these
last. are very numerous, and are generally a stout and well formed
race.  They go very sparely clad in a pair of ragged trousers, or a
scanty waist-cloth, with an cqually serimp turban. The ncgresses
wear a blue shift that covers the body from head to foot; with a
pair of trousers of the same colour, all of coarse cotton cloth : they
are strong made damsels, though far from being so good looking as
the men; and it was fudicrous cnough to catch a glimpse of the
visages that were hid behind the half mask of black cloth with
which they so scrupulously -cover their faces, when it happcned
accidentally to be disarranged.
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The Arab women are also to be scen flitting about, enveloped
from head to foot in long and ample black drapery, serving at once
for veil and mantle, and looking like nuns escaped from their cells.
These shroud-like dresses are sometimes made of black silk, but more
frequently of a stuff resembling camblet.

The ITindoos are chiefly, indeed, I believe, exclusively, mercan-
tile people; and of so much utility in commercial matters, that the
Imaum finds it his interest to protect and encourage them: they
are permitted the exercise of their own religion in a certain degree ;
and there even are, as 1 was informed, one or two public temples to
to Calee Devee, besides many in private houses; but the worship is
conducted with the least possible noise, that the precarious tenure of
Mahometan toleration may not be pressed too far. A few of the
Jain’ persuasion occasionally visit this place ; as also some individuals
of the various religious mendicants of India, as Jogees, Byragees,
Sunyassees, &e. The chief residence of the Hindoos is at Muttra.
a small town three miles’ distant from Muscat, where, however, they
have their shops, and transact their business.

The greater part of Muscat consists ot small and ill built houses
and huts of date-tree leaves of the most wretched description, hardly
sufficient to give shelter from the weather; all huddled together in
the greatest confusion, pervaded by narrow and crooked alleys wind-
ing in cvery direction.  The only decent houses are those upon the
beach ; that of the Imaum, though a building of stone and lime, in
the common form, a square, with apartments opening into a small
court, is still poor enough. It is somewhat remarkable, that in «
country where materials for building, of the most substantial sorts,
arc abundant, the dwellings should be of so wretched a description :
scarcely a building was to be seen in decent repair; every thing was
talling into decay, and more from bad construction, than age.
The plaster was dropping off the walls of all the forts, disclosing the
masonry in an equally bad state; and not a gun was fired without
bringing down clouds of dust, and abundance of the stones and
mortar from the embrasures. Perhaps the cause of this is to be
sought in some destructive principle in the air, that counteracts the
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excellence of the materials used ; for the rocks which surround and
inclose the town on all sides are composed of the finest serpentine
and limestone ; and coral of the best quality for lime abounds upon
the beach.

The aspect of the place reminded us, at first, of a very wretched
Indian town ; perhaps the numbers of Hindoos and the variety of
costume had the greatest share in producing this resemblance : at all
events it did not extend beyond the town itself, for no Indian scene
ever presented the aspect of sterility with which Muscat is sur-
rounded : its black and baked rocks are void of any vegetation, save
where in some of the clifts the inhabitants contrive, by irrigation, to
rear a few miserable date-trees, a few broad-leaved almonds, some
patches of grass, and of greens resembling spinach, a few bushes of
red peppers, and one or two small fields of the Arabian jasmin (here
called by its original name Yasmun): these are dignified by the name
of gardens : the wells from which they are irrigated are from thirty
to forty feet in depth, from the gencral level of the surface.

Notwithstanding this sterility of aspect, the country around
Muscat enables that town to afford very considerable and comfort-
able refreshments to vessels trading to the port.  The water is ex-
cellent, and is conveyed to the beach in such a manner, that the
casks of a vessel may be filled in her boats while afloat. Fire-wood
may be had pretty abundantly, and cven at a lower rate than at
Bombay, notwithstanding the apparent scarcity of wood in the
country. It chiefly consists of Bibool, (that species of the mimosa
which yields the gum-arabic,) which grows in certain spots near the
sea, to the westward of the town, and is brought from a distance of
sixteen or twenty miles by land or water carriage.  Fruit, in its sea-
son, is to be had in great abundance, and of excellent quality : grapes
both black and white, tolerable mangoes, indifferent peaches, very
good plantains and figs, remarkably fine pomegranates, water and
sweet melons, with capital sour and sweet limes, and dates in the
greatest abundance.

I know of no place equal to Muscat for the abundance and
excellence, perhaps too for the variety, of its fish. Thewater around
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the ship was continually alive with them. Those particularly of the
herring and pilchard kinds swarmed, thick as gnats in a summer’s
evening, seeking, as it were, protection in the shadow of the vessel
from the larger fish, that contsantly pursued them for food; the
sere fish, the king fish, and cavally, with many other sorts, of whose
names we were ignorant, were continually darting in every direction
among the shoals, which scattered and fled on all sides, till the water
was all in a foam; and we rcmarked that they were particularly
active at this exercise, about nine in the morning, and four in the
afternoon. The rocks too are cqually well supplied with their
peculiar sorts ; there were plenty of oysters, small but of excellent
flavour, and other shell fish, all of which were sold at very cheap

rates.

The bazars were well supplied with beef, and mutton both of

goat and sheep, but the former in greatest abundance; indeed they
are the most numerous in the country, and seem to be preferred,
both for eating and for their milk. The cows have humps,
and resemble those of India ; milk, butter, and ghee are very abun-
dant, and good of their kinds; this is the more remarkable, as the
cattle have but little pasture in the neighbourhood of the town ; and
it is certain, that one chief article of their food is dried fish, a little
salted ; the cattle become very fond of this, which, with pounded
date stones, is all they get to eat for a considerable portion of the
year: the natives assert, that so far from the milk being spoiled when
the cattle feed on these things, they drink much more water, which
increases both the quantity and quality of the produce. Horses and
sheep as well as cows are fed on this diet, and thrive equally well
_upon it. Poultry may also be obtained in the Muscat market at
rcasonable rates.*

* The coin in most common circulation at Muscat is the French and German crown,
and the Spanish dollar; the former varies somewhat in value, according to the demand
for silver : when we were at Muscat, 100 German crowns were worth 217 Bombay rupees.
Every thing however is there sold by the Mahomedec, a copper coin struck in the place,
of which 20 are equal to a dollar: there is yet a smaller denomination of copper money
called goz, five of which make one pie, and 20 goz or 4 pies make a mahomedee. There

C
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We were informed, that the bazars of Muscat are subject to
peculiar regulations, well calculated to promote health and cleanliness
in the town: fish, fruit and vegetables, and articles of a like perish-
able nature, are sold by established brokers to the highest bidders,
in the morning ; and such portions as may be left undisposed of in
the evening, are carried outside the walls, and sold again at another
auction for what they may fetch, so that the accumulation of nuisances
and filth is prevented.

The climate of Omaun, and particularly of the Cove, is very
unfavourable, at least to the Kuropean constitution ; no one has ever
resided here for many months, without suffering much from illness ;
and many have fallen victims to its pernicious effects. The heat is
always great; while we remained there, the thermometer varied
from 92 to 102 of Fahrenheit; the greatest inconvenience we cx-
perienced, was from the suffocating heat of the nights, the wind
blowing parchingly from off the rocks, deprived us of that cool fresh-
ness which the dewy morning brings in most countries; and kept

is a nominal money also termed Mahomedees, used in accounts, 11} of which are con-
sidered equal to a French dollar, and 100 of which constitute a tomaun, which latter is also
a nominal money. Cowries are not used here in circulation.

The following prices of certain articles to be had at Muscat, may serve to give an idea
of the value of provisions at this port. Every thing is sold by the Mahomedee of 20 to the
dollar, and generally, by the Muscat maun, which weighs somewhat more than 9lbs.
English.

Bread, per maun, - - 6} mahomedecs. Acommoncow,not .
Butter - - - 40 — amilker, at from} 14 to 6 dollars.
Cheesc - - - 15 - A milch goatat - 4to6 —

Milk - - - 5 - Mangoes, per 100, - 7 to 8 mahomedees.
Beef - - - 10 -— Limes - - - 2 _—

Goat or Sheep Mutton 18 —_ Peaches - —

Fowls, per Dozen 40 to 60

Grapcs., per maun, ac-} 310 12
cording to quahty

Pomegranates, ot the sort} 60
without stones,
Do. with stones -

Figs - - - 3 — Plantains, per 100. - 7 -
Dates, fresh and 80°d - v - Apricots (ripen in June) - —
- mdl.ﬁ'erent - - 3 — Rose Apple (in July) - 4 —_
A good milch cOW} 16 to 17 dollars. Sweet Limes (July & August) 7  —
sells from Oranges - - 5t06 —

Mulberries, per maun, - 4
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the frame so continually relaxed and unrefreshed even by sleep, that
it could not but be ready to yield to the first exciting cause of dis-
ease, to which it might be exposed. The Arabs themselves are sen-
sible of this, and many have country houses in the vicinity, particu-
larly at Serdab, a village a few miles to the south-castward, which
is considered comparatively a pleasant and healthy spot. The
Imaum himself resides principally at Bourkha, a place fifty or sixty
miles to the eastward, upon the sea coast, once a post of the Por-
tuguese.

The following is the amount of such information as I have been

able to procure respecting the family of Seyud Saeed, the present
Imaum of Muscat, his territories and resources.
- The province of Omaun cxtends from Aboothubee (vulgarly called
Boothbee), in the Persian gulf, to the island Masseira, south of Raus-
ul-Hudd ; and was inhabited chiefly by two Arab tribes, the Hinawee
and Ghauffree; from the latter of which the Imaum of Omaun has
generally been selected ; and they resided commonly at Ristauk ; but
about seventy-five years ago some political changes took place, which
weakened the power of the Ghauffree, and the Hinawee tribe ob-
tained the ascendancy.

In the year of the Hegira 1160, and A. D. 1746, Nadir Shah scnt
an army to invade Omaun; and landing at Raus-ul-khymah, they
subdued all the country to Muscat ; which place they also took, with
the exception of the two forts Jellallee and Cumallee. The Ghaui-
free tribe had been much weakened by the loss of many chiefs daring
the war ; but Nadir Shah dying, the Persians immediately abandoned
their conquests, and returned to their own country.

At this period, Ahmed-bin-Saeed, of the Hinawee tribe, and
grandfather to the present Imaum, who was a chieftain in the service
of the then Imaum, in command at Sohar, thought the times afforded
a favourable opportunity for asserting his own independence, in which
he succeeded after a feeble resistance from the Ghauffree, now com-
pletely broken ; and in a few years more, being supported by the
priesthood of Omaun, he was proclaimed Imaum.

c?2
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The title of Imaum, which is of religious origin, can only be con-
ferred by the priests of Omaun; but, it appears, there are two dis-
tinct descriptions of Imaums, Imaum e Shawree, and Imaum e
Diffaace.  The former is expected to be of pure, holy, and devout
life, ready to die, if needful, in defence of the faith or in religious
wars : the latter is less bound to such extremes; has more of the lay
character of a ruler, and in such emergencies as those adverted to,
may, if necessary, save his life by flight, without disgrace.

Ahmed-bin-Saced was of the latter description; he enjoyed the
dignity forty years, and was the first of the Hinawee tribe who
did so: he was succeceded in his power by his son Seyud Sooltaun,
who, however, constantly declined receiving the dignity of Imaum,
though repeatedly urged on his acceptance, and the title was only
applied to him in courtesy, as the ruler of Omaun.

About fifty years ago the island of Bahrein was tributary to
Bushire ; when sheikh Nausur-ul-Muskoor, grandfather to the present
sheikh of the latter place, and the most powerful Arab chicftain on
the Persian coast, resided there.  An Arab tribe, the Attoobees, of
which Ahmed-bin-Khaleefa was chicf, occupied the Arabian coast to
the north-west of Bahrein, the port of Graine being their chief hold ;
but, at this period, they came and settled themselves at Zobarra, to
the south-east of Bahrein, where they increased in wealth and power,
carrying on commercial dealings with all the gulf, with India, and with
the Red Sea.

This increasing importaﬁce perhaps encouraged them to com-
mence a course of petty depredations on the inhabitants of Bahrein ;
which, united perhaps to a fear of conscquences, induced sheikh
Naussur to attempt to humble their power, before it should become
too formidable; and he assembled a large force to attack them at
Zobarra.  The enterprize however miscarried, through the precipita-
tion of his nephew Nassur, governor of Bahrein, and perhaps from
the timidity of the uncle, in not seconding a rash but gallant attempt
to storm the town ; he withdrew with his army after the defeat ; and
the Attoobees, almost immediatcly after, seized on Bahrein, in the

tyear Heg. 1199. A.D. 1784. Several attempts were made to dislodge
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them ; but, from the state of internal disorder in Persia, and conse-
quent indecision in their opponents, thesc all failed ; and the Attoo-
bees kept possession of the island until A. D: 1800.

At this period, Seyud Sooltaun fitted out an cxpedition against
Bahrein. From time immemorial, a duty of one-half per cent. upon
all boats trading to India, the Red Seca, and the coasts ot Arabia and
Africa, upon their return to the Gulf, was considered a right of the
Imaum of Omaun: the Attoobees refused to comply with this cus-
tom, and this was the causc of the quarrel. The Imaum took pos-
session of Bahrein without much opposition, but used his success
mildly ; ncither making the chiefs prisoners, nor seizing their hoats,
according to common usage. He placed his own son Seyud Saulim,
a youth of 11 or 12 years of age, as governor, a few months atter,
and appointed sheikh Mahomed as his counsellor and minister; but
little more than twelve months subsequent to this, the Attoobees re-
gained possession of’ Bahrein, not without suspicion of treachery on
the part of sheikh Mahomed ; and they remained there seven years
unmolested.

About two years after this event, Seyud Sooltaun was killed in
an affair with the Joassmee pirates.  While proceeding with this fleet
to the island of Kishmee, and thence to Khameer, to visit the great
sulphur mines, which he rented from Persia, he left his ships, five in
number, becalmed between Polior and the Tombs *, and got into a
boat to proceed alone; when, night coming on, he was attacked by
five Joassmee boats, which happened to be crossing from the Arabian
coast, to celebrate a wedding at Linga; the contest was severe, but
ended in the murder of the Imaum, and his whole party ; and it was
the more distressing, as his own ships were near enough to sce the
flashes of the guns, though being becalmed they could have rendered
no assistance, had they even known the danger of their chief.

Seyud Sooltaun had three sons, Seyud Saulim, Seyud Saced, and
Seyud Hamed: the two former by different wives, the latter by an
Abyssinian slave girl, manumitted for the purpose of sharing her

* Islands in the Gulf] so called.
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master’s bed ; a custom, it seems, always observed when the master
takes a fancy to a slave.

In 1807-8, the Wahibees took possession of Bahrein, and sent
fifteen of the principal sheikhs to Dereyah, as hostages ; one of them
however, Abd-ool-Rahman-bin Resheed, having found means to es-
cape, fled to the Imaum of Muscat, who received him with kindness,
and gained from him in return such particulars respecting the mili-
tary strength and resources of Bahrcin, as induced him to send an
expedition, which succeeded in taking that island from the Wahabees.
Abdool Raliman had continued to inspire the lmaum with such an
opinion of his zeal and devotion to his service, that he bestowed on
that sheikh the command of the island.  But he was soon painfully
undceceived, for the new governor immediately entered into corre-
spondence with the Attoobees, and threw off his allegiance to the
Imaum ; finding, however, that the latter was about to send an army
to punish his trcason, he threw himsclf’ on the protection of Wahi-
bee chief of Dereyah, and agreed to pay him tribute.

Ilowever indignant the Imaum might feel at this successful
perfidy, or his own loss, he was unable to attempt its punishment,
until 1816, when he applied to the Persian government for aid: this
was promised indeed, but so tardily afforded that the Imaum fitted
out an expedition himself and proceeded without his allics.  He was
however unsuccessful ; an injudicious attack made by his brother and
two other chiefs, combined with the treachery of some of his soldiers,
who went over to the enemy, occasioned the miscarriage of the enter-
prize: the Imaum, forced to support his brother with the Muscat
troops alone, was defeated, and he himself escaped with difficulty to
his ships, which witnessed the disaster, but could render no assistance.

The Imaum, under the disgrace of such a defeat and the loss of
his brother, who was killed in the action, might well be supposed to
feel the bitterest enmity to the Attoobee tribe; accordingly, he re-
turned to Omaun to collect an army more to be depended on, and it
was even said that he entertained hopes of assistance from the British
expedition under Sir William Keir Grant, then in the Gulf. This
could not be granted ; but the Attoobees alarmed at the preparations
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made, even after the British had left the Gulf, offered terms of peace ;
a tribute* of 30,000 dollars yearly, and the usual custom on all
merchandize carried up the Gulf, the withholding of which had oc-
casioned the war. :

It was not possible to arrive at any probable cstimate of the
population of the Imaum’s territories: in the course of conversation
he himself observed that, on an emergency, 80 to 100,000 armed men
might be collected from all quarters ; but he allowed, that the number
brought into the field had hitherto never exceeded a third of that
number ; the former account would presume a population of at least
500,000 or 600,000 souls in Omaun, which must be far beyond the
truth.

Besides his hereditary dominions on the Arabian coast, the
Imaum at present holds in possession the islands of Kishmee and
Ormuz+, in the Gulf; and rents from the court of Persia, Gomberoon
or Bunderabbassce, and its dependencics, including the district of
Juroom, which extends from Meenab on the south-east, to Khumeer
on the north-west inclusive, along the coast, a tract of about nincty
milcs. .

The revenues of the Imaum arc derived from various sources ;
he receives a tenth part of the produce of the territories of Omaun ;

* It has been asserted that the island of Bahrein has paid tribute to the reigning family
of Persia; but this, it appears, is not the case. In the time of sheikh Naussur the Zund
fumily were upon the throne, and since that time no payment was ever made to Persia.
The Attoobees indeed, sent presents to the prince of Sheerauz to induce him to withhold
his assistance from Seyud Sooltaun; and lately, when alarmed by the preparations of the
present Imaum, they made a verbal declaration of their willingness to pay tribute to Persia,
provided it did not cooperate against them; and received a person deputed to them from
the court, with great distinction, sending him back with a rich present of pearls, and Arab
cloaks, &c. — but the sequel showed how insincere these professions were.  The prince of
Sheerauz, delighted at”the success of his envoy, wrote to court to say that he had
rendered Bahrein tributary, and great were the rejoicings and anticipations of the rich
pearls and other wealth to be drawn from this new possession. The next year dispelled
the illusion, for the same person being sent for the expected tribute, instead of being made
the bearer of valuable presents, was not even acknowledged, nor allowed a house to live
in: — the danger was passed, and the mask, no longer needed, was dropped.

+ Called by the Arabs Ifurmoos: for considerations on the Imaum’s claims to thesc
islands, sce a note to Appendix A.
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a duty of 4 per cent on all merchandize passing up the Gulf on Arab
bottoms ; he rents, as has been seen, considerable tracts of country,
including valuable mines of sulphur, from the Persian government,
and he possesses considerable landed property in the country of
Omaun.

The first source is trifling: the produce consisting almost entirely
of dates: and it is said, his share does not suffice for the consmnﬁ-
tion of his family.

The duties collected on merchandize passing up the Gulf, is a tar
more productive head of revenue: from the province of Omaun
alone it amounts to from ninety to hundred and twenty thousand
dollars, annually: and from all other ports of Arabia, and from
Zangucbar, above 30 or 40,000 dollars more.

I could not learn any thing certain of the value of his Persian
farms; the country about Meenab is fruitful and productive; the
sulphur mines at Khumeer not only turnish materials for the powder
used by government, but a large surplus for exportation; and the
salt of Ormuz is also a valuable article of commerce.

The Imaum’s landed property in Omaun is rented out to tenants,
like that of his subjects; and it is said he receives from it several
thousand dollars a-ycar; but I never heard the amount accurately
stated.

Commerce is a great, and perhaps the chief source of the Imaum’s
income.  He posscesses five fine ships, his private property ; two of
which are frigates, the Shah Allum of 50, and the Caroline of 40
guns; besides two large Buggalows, and four Batteels:* and when
he requires it, can command the boats and vessels of his subjects.
He trades to all parts of India, and the Kast; to the coasts of Ara-
bia and Africa; to Madagascar and the Mauritius ; besides the ports
of the Persian Gulf, The trade is indeed chiefly a carrying trade;
but Muscat is a great entrepot for warchousing and exchanging the
produce of many nations ; and in such a trade, the sovereign doubt-
less possesses many advantages over his subjects.

* Buggalows and Batteels are different descriptions of vessels used on the Arabian coast.
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The demands for out-lay are not heavy,’in a degree correspondent
to the Imaum’s income. There is no regular military establishment
to keep up, nor any expensive machine of government; a few re-
tainers fed, and poorly paid, serve for the purposes of police and
guard ; and the trifling allowance given to the officers of govern-
ment is eked out by exactions, fees, and bribes, in the manner prac-
tised in all eastern countries. One of the chief heads of expence is
the maintenance of his own family and establishment ; he also keeps
up a considerable stud of horses; and makes many and occasionally
expensive presents. The expeditions he is forced to fit out against
refractory tribes, or pirates, when they occur, are seriously expen-
sive. The fighting men he summons to meet him on such an occa-
sion in the vicinity of the spot to be attacked, are indeed bound to
bring provisions for a certain time ; but if retained for service beyond
that period, the needful provisions must be found by the chief, or
the force would speedily melt away. His ships too, though on the
whole a means of profit, are for a considerable period of the year
very expensive; for his Arab commanders are deficient in the skill
necessary to navigate them during the south-west monsoon; and
they are consequently laid up, and unproductlve during the whole
of this unfavourable season.

After all, the Imaum’s income so considerably exceeds his usual
expences, that it is said he can lay up a surplus of nearly one hundred
thousand dollars annually.

The produce of Omaun is confined almost exclusively to dates,
and a little wheat. It has been asserted, that of these, there is not
a sufficiency raised for its own consumption; but this is at best a
doubtful point. There is certainly a large quantity of both articles
imported from Bushire and Bussora; but there are likewise large
parcels of dates exported ; those of Omaun enjoying, it is said, a
preference over the produce of the former places, particularly in
Sinde, to which place they are exported, and those of the Gulf used
in their stead.

Dates indeed are not only the staff of life in these countries, but
the trees that bear them, as being the most valuable article on all
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landed estates, become the standard by which such property is esti-
mated. A date tree is valued at from seven to ten dollars, and its
annual produce at one to one and a half dollars; an estate is there-
fore said to be worth three, four, or five thousand date trees, as it
possesses that number, or other secure annual produce of equal
value. The other property of the Arabs consists, for the most part,
in live stock, sheep, goats, camels, asses, a few horses, and cows.
Camels vary in valuc from 30 to 300 dollars a-piece, according to
blood and quality. The asses of Omaun are celebrated as the finest
of Arabia; and individuals of the best breeds sell for very extrava-
gant sums. The value of the common kind varies from one to
forty dollars, goats from four to six dollars, sheep from one and a halt
to six. No mules are reared, and horses are of too various prices and
values to quote ; neither are they at all abundant in the province.

Landed property descends by inheritance ; the proprietor pos-
sessing the right of disposing of it as he pleases. The sovereign has no
rights in the soil further than the tenth of its produce; nor can he in
any way interfere with the proprictor’s rights. In case of misde-
meanor, the proprictor of a village may be divested of any command
he may possess, or may even be expelled the district; but he still
retains his right of property, which he may dispose of as he pleases.
Lands are commonly let out on lease, or annual rent, payable in a
portion of the produce. 8laves arc made usc of here as throughout
Arabia, in the labours of agriculturc; but they are treated with
kindness and indulgence.

Omaun is by no means celebrated for its manufactures. Turbans
and waistbands, or girdles of cotton and silk, striped or checked with
blue, and having the ends ornamented with red, green, or yellow
borders ; cloaks called abbas, of sheep’s wool or camel’s hair, of va-
rious degrees of fincness; cotton canvass, gunpowder, and arms of
no superior quality ; carthern jars called murtuban, for the Zangue-
bar market, these comprise almost all their fabrics. They also pre-
pare an esteemed sweetmeat called Awlwah,* from honcy or sugar, the

Hulwah means ¢sweatmeats,” in general. In Muscat it is appropriated to this one
kind as the most esteecmed.
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gluten of wheat, and ghee, with afew almonds; and sharks’ fins, and
dried salt fish for the eastern markets.

The provinces of Arabia, to which Muscat is the chief inlet, are
too poor to consume much foreign produce, or afford any consider-
able quantity of their own in exchange; still there is a certain de-
mand for many Indian productions and other articles, as rice, sugar,
spices, cotton, and cotton cloths, silk, indigo, ship-timber; &c. ; coffee
from Mockha, cowries, ivory, Joarree grain, gums, civet, oil for
burning, cocoa-nuts, wood for building, and slaves from Zangucbar,
and other African ports; dates, rose-water, &c. from Bushire and
Bussora. Some of these articles arc indeed sent merely in transit,but no
inconsiderable portion is consumed in the country, for which pay-
ment is chiefly made in dollars and crowns. It becomes thereforc a
question of no easy solution, whence comes this quantity of specic?
and I never could obtain any satisfactory reply to it. The duties on
vessels trading to the port are indeed paid in those coins, and perhaps
their disbursements may be so likewise. This sort of money too, having
got into circulation here, an inducement was held out to those who
required cargoes of the articles usually found in the port, to send
the amount required in the same kind of money; but this is not
sufficient to account for the large portion which appears to find its
way into the interior, among those who can have no connexion with,
or benefit from the transit trade.

On the evening of our arrival, Seyud Abdool Kaher, the Imaum’s
chief minister, waited on the cnvoy with his master’s assurance of
welcome; and next evening the envoy himself having business with
his highness, landed to pay him a visit, accompanied by all the
European gentlemen of the party, and the commanders of two of the
company’s cruisers lying in the cove.

We were received by the Imaum in a verandah overhanging the
water ; under the terrace of which, by way of distinction, the boats
were pulled to land us— a very inconvenient compliment; as the
surf was so high as to threaten to stave the boats. The room was
neatly fitted up, and chairs provided, with a large table, which was
soon covered with a very plentiful collection of fruit, sweetmeats,
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and sherbets, set out in cut crystal, of the most elegant European
fabric: and coffee was served both before and after. There was
no affectation of state; not an attendant was present but the mi-
nister, and one or two servants to supply our wants. The Imaum’s
dress was the plain Arab costume: a white cotton gown opening
down the breast, but buttoned to the throat,. and reaching down to
the ancles, with wide Arab sleeves; a scarf of blue checked cotton
round his waist, in which was stuck a silver-hilted dagger, of the
peculiar Arab form, crooked and broad ; and round his head a blue
checked cotton handkerchief, with ends bordered red, green, and yel-
low, loosely wound as a turban ; his sword of the Persian form, in a
plain black scabbard, stood near him in the corner. The minister was
as plainly dressed as his master, in the same costume, with the excep-
tion of having a shawl round his waist, instead of a checked scarf.
Neither wore jewel nor ornament of any kind.

The countenance of the Imaum is of a mild and pleasing expres-
sion. He assumed a gravity of deportment, which did not seem
altogether habitual, and was far from bordering on austerity. His
complexion, like that of most Arabs, is of a light yellow ; his eyes
are dark and expressive, though rendered almost sleepy at times,
by their heavy lids and long dark eyelashes, unlike the Arab eye in
general, which is oftener remarkable for the fiery quickness of its
bright black orb. His beard is full and black, without the assistance
of dye; the moustachios and parts about the mouth being clipt rather
short, allowing something of the cheek to be seen, a custom, I was
informed, peculiar to certain tribes. His age, I think, could not
have exceeded thirty-five.

The envoy had it in charge to present on the part of the Go-
vernor General, for the Company, to the Imaum, a sword elegantly
mounted, in token of the sense entertained of his gallant bearing in
the affair of Captain Thompson’s detachment; and the readiness
with which he assisted our troops in the expedition under General
Smith ; and accordingly the sword was presented at this visit with a
suitable compliment in Persian, which the minister rendered to his
master in Arabic; and we found it was the etiquette, that conver-
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sation should pass in this way, although each party understood
what was said by the other without any such interpretation.

In a few days the Imaum returned the envoy’s visit; a piece of
attention not quite expected. He came without any parade, in a
single ten-oared boat belonging to one of his frigates, and attended
only by the minister, and his nephew, a boy. Apologies being made
for our inability to receive him in a manner befitting his rank, he
replied, that he came not to see a fine ship, or fine accommodations,
or to receive fine compliments, but to see the envoy as a friend ; and
it was the same thing to him whether he were in a palace or in a
corner (pointing to one as he spoke) ; that he was aware the envoy
would have dissuaded him from coming, had he announced his
intention ; thereforc he had decided for, and come to announce,
himself.

He remained near an hour, conversing on various subjects, and
with less of the intervention of a third person; and it was in the
course of this conversation that we learnt several of the particulars
regarding the country above detailed. Among other things, he con-
firmed a report which had before reached us, of the epidemic cholera
having visited Muscat, where it had committed considerable ra-
vages. His highness informed us that he had lost by this disease at
least ten thousand of his subjects ; that Muscat had by no means suf-
fered the most, as it had extended over the most part of Omaun.
It had broken out spontaneously, first at Rooee, a village three or
four miles from Muttra, without any known means by which con-
tagion could have been conveyed. A ship with slaves from Zan-
guebar, which had lost a number on the passage, had, it is true, come
to Muscat, but not until after the disease had appeared there ; atthe
time we were here it had entirely ceased.

Being detained at Muscat some days longer than was expected,
I became desirous of seeing a little more of the country ; and, having
learnt that about eighteen or twenty miles towards the interior there
was a village with some gardens, celebrated for a warm spring, of
very salubrious as well as holy repute, I determined to go thither;
and, having received from the Imaum an order to be supplied with
cattle and necessaries, I set off, in company with one of my fellow-
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passengérs, at three in the morning of the 10th, to Muttra, a town in
a neighbouring bay, where our horses were to await us. Our attend-
ant, who had only expected one of us, had provided but one horse;
and considerable time was lost in arranging for the conveyance of my
companion ; but the guide, who was thus dismounted, soon supplied
himself with an animal, by scizing the.first ass that passed, and
pressing its owner, as well as a boy that was with him, into the
service, ordering them to follow him. I could not discover how this
arrangement was effected, whether by an act of arbitrary power, or
by promise of remuneration; but »e were not at all consulted in
the matter. Our equipage was, indeed, more characteristic of the
country than conspicuous for its clegance or comfort: a few skins,
or felts, girthed round the animals very insecurely with ropes, served
for saddles; mine, being one of the Imaum’s horses, was covered
with a red and yellow cloth ; but ncither of them had stirrups.  On
the unfortunate ass which had fallen to the lot of our guide, and
which was none of the largest, were deposited the whole provisions
for our journey ; which, including clothing and ropes for our horses,
amounted to no despicable weight. On top of this sat perched the
guide himself, who, trotting onward, was followed by the unhappy
owncer and his boy.

The bay of Muttra, which we saw by the quiet light of the
dawn, is not so safe an harbour as the cove of Muscat, being open
to the north and north-east winds ; but there is plenty of water, and
good anchoring ground for ships. The town, though situate on
more level ground than Muscat, is, like it, surrounded with black
barren rocks ; it is protected by a wall, and a stone gateway gives
egress to the country beyond, which has the same forbidding aspect

a the rest of the coast. 'The buildings of which the town consists
are as contemptible as those of Muscat, those situate on the beach
having the best appearance. The bazar, through which we rode, is
extremely miserable, being scarcely protected from the rays of the
sun by a wretched covering of date leaves; all was mnarrow, dirty,
and offensive, and a very peculiar and disagreeable odour saluted our
senses, a8 we traversed the place.
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Passing through the gateway, and a most miserable suburb of
date-tree huts, we proceeded along a narrow hollow, our only path
being over the ruins of the rocks around ; for soil there was none:
and about 2 mile and a half further on we luched another space, in
which there was a village with some plantations of date-trees, a few
mangoes, plantains, and figs, reared by constant irrigation. The
water for this purpose is procured from thosc subterrancous canals
called in Persia cannauts, the course of which was indicated in the
ravines, and by rows of small mounds, dug from the wells sunk for
this purpose. Somewhat further on we passed another village, with
a more abundant supply of wood; tamarind, mango, date, and
babool trees, all grown to a very respectable size, and some finc
patches of grass and lucernc, beautifully fresh and green. 'The water
which supplied these was raised from a very fine large well, yielding
a copious supply, from about sixty teet below the surface. It was so
warm when drawn that I was induced to take the temperature of it,
which, at sunrise, was 96°, that of the air being 81° only.

Our route from hence lay through a succession of stony vallies,
torrents’ beds, and dark rocky ravines, among mountains most fan-
tastic, both in shape and colour, perfectly denuded of soil, and with-
out a vestige of vegetation ; save occasionally in a low spot where
moisture perhaps lingers longer than in other places, a solitary
babool would root itself, scldom rising to a height of three feet, and
without a green leaf to shew that it was alivee We crossed some
ridges of brown sand-hills, and passed scveral other villages, with
their plantations of date-trees ; and, at about half past nine in the
morning, reached the villages of Gullah and Abooshchr, having been
four hours on the way ; which, at the pace we rode, gives a distance
of not less than seventeen or eighteen miles from Muttra, and in a
direction, as far as I could calculate, about S. 35 W. from that place,
and S.W. from Muscat.

The road, upon the whole, considering the ground we had to
pass over, was tolerably good, though stony and uneven; in several
places it bore the mark of human aid, the larger stones having been
rolled off to one side, where they formed a boundary line, while the
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path was improved by the operation ; nevertheless, enough of rough
and painful remained to excite our wonder, how the soft and ill-
defended feet of the camel, the chief beast of burthen in this country,
could move along uninjured. This was, in fact, one of the chief high
roads of the country, running, as we were informed, by Boorkha, and
other places on the coast, all the way to Bahrein, and even to
Bussora.

We met many of the peasantry, riding on camels, and asses
loaded with the produce of their grounds ; dates, mangoes, grapes,
melons, &c. The camels appeared to be poor of their kind, and were
not to be compared with those of Upper India; but the asses were
wonderfully fine; indeed, the one we had pressed into our service,.
though far from remarkable for its size, proved an excellent spe-
cimen of the strength and docility, at least, of the celebrated breed
of Omaun; for its unfeeling owner, not contcnt with the heavy
burthen it already bore, as the day became hot, sprung up himself
upon its very rump, there being no other spot vacant; while the
poor animal, under this double weight, trotted on just as steadily and
good-humouredly as before, though without bit or bridle, dirccted in
its movements only by the heavy blows most unnecessarily bestowed
upon it, on either side of the head, by the foremost of its two riders.

The village Bushire, or Abooshehr, is situated at the foot of a
range of hills, continuous with those we had kept on the left hand
all the way from Muttra: they are not of great height, but extremely
picturesque in shape and colour, exhibiting red, grey, yellow, and
dark hrown, in peaks and ridges, bearing a greater resemblance to
primitive than to secondary mountains, which their composition
would probably declare them to be. The stratification is every-
where conspicuous, and strangely contorted and disturbed: no soil
can be detected on any part of them; nor, as far as the eye can dis-
tinguish, do they bear any wood or vegetation whatever. The
ground to the north-east slopes to a wretched sandy flat, extending
to the sea, which may be about six miles distant. This flat is
sprinkled with tufts of babool trees, and, near the shore, with a few
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date-tree gardens: the former is grubbed up, roots and al],. and is
‘carried for fuel to Muscat.

The village is a miserable one, of mudhouses and date-tree
huts, with a few mud towers, looped and windowed for defence;
dates are its only produce worth naming ; but they showed us a few
small plots of ground, on which they said that wheat is sometimes
raised. 'The only water possessed by this village is the warm spring
which we had come to see; therc are, indeed, three sources, but two
of them are trifling ; the largest occupied all our attention.

It riscs in a small cavern, at the foot of one of the mountaing
behind the village, issuing through a small aperture in the back ; and
runs along a channel naturally worn in the rock, into a square cistern
or bath of mason work, constructed to receive it; from hence it
passes by a run ccmented with lime, into a large square reservoir of
earth, where it cools; and from hence it is distributed all over the
village, for the purposes of irrigation. The bulk of this strecam where
it issues from the rock, down its steep inclined plane with consider-
able force, may be from two to two and a half inches square; and
its heat at the same place was 1113°, while the temperature of the
cavern was only 81°.

The water is perfectly limpid, and,'so far as taste could determine,
was perfectly unaffected by the calcarcous rock through which it has
wrought a passage, or by any other forcign substance: it forms in-
deed the only beverage of the villagers, who deem it peculiarly salu-
brious. In truth, not only medicinal but sacred and miraculous
qualities are attributed to this spring ; by which it is believed capable
of healing the maladies of such as come to bathe in it, particularly
those who are affected by constitutional complaints, old inveterate
sores, &c. &c.  Accordingly, while we were there, we saw a wretched
paralytic man, who had almost totally lost the use of his lower extremi-
ties, writhing himself along to get into the bath, and two or three miser-
able objects covered all over with sores were actually at work in it,
washing their diseases away, while many others lay around, waiting
their turn to go through the same ceremony. Those of the village who
had accompanied us strongly pressed us also to bathe ; but the sight of
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those already in possession of the basin would have taken away all in-
clination, had any before existed, to avail ourselves of the opportunity.
We excused ourselves observing that, “Thank God, we had no need
“ to try the efficacy of the water, which we nothing doubted;” and
merely washed our hands and faces in the pure stream, as it issued
from the rock; but I am convinced their respect for us was by no
means increased by our slighting so great a blessing. The name of
the sacred source is Alleesherc.

We were accommodated at the village with an empty mud-built
hut, without carpets or any species of furniture to repose on; we lay
down on our horse-cloths and saddles, and had a very agrecable re-
past placed before us of fresh dates and mangoes, milk curdled,
sweet, and sour, to which we did sufficient honor; and while thus’
engaged, were visited by numbers of the villagers, who appeared at
least as well entertained by looking at us, as we could be by seeing
them; nor did we object to their gratifying their curiosity, which
gave us an opportunity to observe their manners and costume. They
were civil and respectful, though many were of a strangely wild
appearance. Some among them had made occasional voyages to
India, and could speak Hindostanee tolerably well, and onc or two
had even gone to London in some of the country ships.

The men chiefly wore what I should term an undress, consisting
of a cloth girt round the loins, and descending to the knee, and
sometimes tucked up between the thighs like the Indian Dhotee*,
round the upper part of which, about the waist, is wound a checked
handkerchief by way of girdle. On the head they wore a red
cap, around which, in dress, they wind a checked scarf for a turban,
but which now was thrown carelessly over one shoulder. These are the
handkerchiefs, of which mention is made among the manufactures of
Muscat.

* Dhotee is the term applied to a piece of cloth which wraps round the loins, de-
scending down to the knees, and probably obtains its name from being used in bathing;
this, with another piece of cloth of a similar description termed Chudder (a sheet) forms
the usual dress of many casts of Hindoos, particularly in the warmer parts of Hindostan.
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A number of the Arab women were moving about, 'carrying
water from the cistern; and here they were not so scrupulous in veiling
their faces as in the town. Truly there was little need; their com-
plexions of yellow, looked as if that colour had been artificially
heightened by some dyeing drug; their dress was a pair of trowsers,
silk or cotton, of various colours, or striped, with a shift covering
their persons from the shoulders to the feet, and totally unfastened
about the waist ; over all, a blue veil of cotton cloth enveloped the
whole figure, head and all, falling down to the feet in various folds :
the feet were defended by a species of sandal, like a shoe sole, with
one or two thongs in place of the upper leather. They wore
bracelets and armlets of silver, with ornaments of the same metal in
the ears and nose. This description of costume, varying in degrees of
richness and fineness of materials, will apply to that of both Arab
and Negro women.

The heat in our hut was considerable, though it was well calcu-
lated for excluding it in great degree. At twelve o’clock the ther-
mometer stood at 98° in the hut; suspended in the sun it rose to
115°; at two o’clock it rose to 102° in the hut, and 118°in the sun.
Water exposed to evaporation in a porous carthen vessel became cooled
to 76°. :

About half past four, we quitted the village, and returned to Mut-
tra by the same road we came. We arrived about nine o’clock, having
suffered considerable inconvenience, until the sun went down, from
the scorching wind which blew from off the sand; and refreshments
of excellent fruit and sherbet, provided for us at the house of an
obliging Parsee merchant, were extremely grateful. |

I omit here any particular remarks on the nature of the rocks
and mountains, as these will be found with observations of a similar
description in the Appendix.
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CHAP. I,

LEAVE MUSCAT, 14TH JULY.— PASS CAPE BOMBAREEK.—THE SHIP TAKES GROUND IN
THE MUD. — GETS AFLOAT WITH THE LOSS OF AN ANCHOR AND CABLE. — REACH
KISHMEE ROAD 16TH JULY.~— FIND THE GARRISON IN GREAT SICKNESS AND DISTRESS.
—— VISIT THE CANTONMENTS, = THEIR STATE AND THAT OF THE ISLAND. — THE ROAD-
STEAD, POPULATION, CLIMATE, PRODUCTS, WINDS. — PRESENT MISERY, FORMER IROS-
PERITY.— CHOLERA MORBUS. — VISIT ORMUZ 20T1I. — IIISTORIC NOTES REGARDING
ORMUZ, AND GOMBEROON. — PRESENT STATE OF BUNDER ABBASSEE.-— OF ORMUZ. —
MISERABLE CONTRAST WITHI THEIR FORMER SUPPOSED WEALTH AND SPLENDOR. —
NATURAL PRODUCTS OF ORMUZ.—ITS GARRISON. — ARMS OF THE PEOPLE. — TIEIR
PERSONS AND FEATURES. — LEAVE KISHMEE, 22D JULY ; REACH BUSHIRE THE 4TH OF
AUGUST.

Circumstances detained us at Muscat until the 14th of July, when
we willingly bade adieu to its black and scorching rocks, and pro-
ceeded up the Gulf. For some time we were distressed by calms,
but came in sight of the Kohe Mubaric by noon of the 16th. This
insulated rock, vulgarly called “ Bombareek rock,” by our sailors,
receives its Persian name ¢ The Fortunate Hill,” from jts being the
first land usually made on entering the Persian Gulf; it appears to
rise to a height of '700 or 800 fect, about three miles in land from
the level ‘beach, and seemed to be of the same calcarcous and strati-
fied formation as the grey limestone mountains at Muscat.

While passing Cape Bombareck (Mubaric) of which there is
much shallow water, the vessel grounded in the mud without any
one being sensible of the accident, and it was only discovered upon
our return to the deck after dinner, by one of the party, who, desirous
to see the ship’s rate of sailing, looked over the side, and observed
that she was perfectly motionless: to add to our mortification we
found this had occurred just at high water; and as the ship was by
that time deeply wedged in the mud, we had for some time but little
hopes of extricating her; the greatest exertions were instantly made,
all spare water was started and pumped out, our anchor carried into



GARRISON OF KISHMEE. 929

the deepest water within reach, and after a very anxious hour, we
had the pleasure to see her once more afloat, with the sacrifice of
only an anchor and cable. A fine breeze stood our friend all night ;
by noon the next day we passed the island of Larrack, and at a
quarter after three the same afternoon anchored in the roadstead
of Kishmee. That evening, Colonel Kennet, commander of the
troops on the island, came on board to see the envoy, and on the
morning of the 18th, before sunrise, we landed, and went to the can-
tonments.

We found the station in great distress ; of the whole force, there
were but about three hundred Sepoys and a few Europeans fit for
duty ; and not one officer able to attend parade, except the com-
mandant himself, Captain Whaite the commissary, and Lieutenant
Watkins of the artillery. Many had died previous to our arrival, five
or six had been forced to try a sca-voyage in search of health, and two
died while we remained at the place: all the rest were either suffering
under severe illness, or pining under the effects of that which had
gone by.

The chicf ailment that had proved so destructive to the Euro-
peans was a severe bilious fever, which, when it did not terminate
tatally, degenerated into an intermittent, under which all who were
convalescent laboured more or less; even those who went to sea had
derived but little bencfit from their trip; and it was remarked by all,
that we had never secn more ghastly objects than the sick and con-
valescent at Kishmee.

The black troops were also afflicted with fevers, but of a de-
scription somewhat different from that which attacked the Luro-
peans ; in addition, however, a very remarkable sort of scurvy made
its appearance among them; usually commencing by the breaking
out of a small sore, which would increase in spite of the greatest
attention, under every mode of treatment, and terminate in exten-
sive sloughing, causing finally the death of the patient; it was
attended by all the usual scorbutic symptoms, swellings, spongy
gums, &c.; and none who had been attacked hitherto, had recovered.
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Weé could not discover that this severe visitation of illness was
referable to any description of excess. Previous to the commence-
ment of the excessive heats, which set in about the month of May,
the use of wine and ardent spirits had been chiefly abandoned ; no
temptation for exposure to the sun cxisted. The commanding officer,
with the most anxious and praiseworthy solicitude, cxerted himself
to preserve the health of the troops ; no duty was required of them
from the hour of sunrise till that of sunset, and every one was
strictly enjoined to keep within doors; yet, in spite of every pre-
caution, sickness attacked one after another, until, of the officers, not
onc was left fit for duty, except those above mentioned, one of
whom had to discharge the whole staff duties of the station; and to
the constant occupation this afforded him, he attributed, in a great
measure, his freedom from discase.

The natives informed us, that autumn was, in truth, the most
sickly season in these parts; but when the localities of the station
are considered, and the great privations of comfort under which its
occupants laboured, the extremity of disease they endured will ap-
pear the less extraordinary.

Nothing can be imagined more desolate and unpromising than
the island of Kishmee ; from whatever quarter it be scen, it presents
to view nothing but light grey rocks, of shelly aggregates or calca-
reous stone, or brown sand, all equally devoid of the smallest ver-
dure. The cantonment was situated on the N.N.I.. end of the
island, ncarly two miles from the town of Kishmee, on a projecting
mass of rock, nearly insulated by ravines, and scarped in such a
manner, as to form a good defensible post: an old Portuguese fort
within its circuit was partially repaired, and made the depot; but
the whole area was so miserably-confined and rugged, as hardly to
afford a level spot on which to build ; and so bare of soil, that it
was impossible to drive a tent peg into the ground ; so that the tent-
ropes were in general fastened round stones, and projecting points
of rock. The troops paraded on a strip of beach below the fort.
The only tolerable water in the island is found in a small valley to
the north west of the cantonment, which doubtless was the chief
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reason for selecting this wretched spot for the station ; it is procured
by digging wells inthe sand to a considerable depth, and at first it
is sweet cnough, but in a few days it becomes brackish; when by
sinking another well quite close to the former, a fresh and good sup-
ply may be always procured. The quantity afforded is, however, by no
means abundant, and fears were entertained that it might become
altogether exhausted. So valuable and scarce is this necessary of life,
that the Arabs of the town carry all they require from the canton-
ment, a distance of two miles; that which they have ncarer hand
being so bitter as to be hardly drinkable. A serious objection to this
position is, that the north-westers, which are the prevailing breczes ot
the gulf, taking from the form of the land a more westerly direction,
blow over extensive tracts of sand and rock, and reach the canton-
ment charged with burning heat; so that instecad of bringing to its
exhausted inhabitants the refreshment of a sea breeze, it adds seriously
to their distress. The thermometer, while we remained on the island.
never indicated a greater degree of heat than 95°; but from its ex-
cessive dryness and the great glare reflected from the rocks around,
that degrec was extremely distressing ; it does howeve rfrequently
rise to 110° in the shade, and 130° in the sun.

Upon this parched and dreary spot were our troops encamped ;
many were still in tents, and the rest disposed of in miscrable huts.
constructed chiefly of date-tree leaves ; a very few of the officers had
got into hastily built and very insufficient houses. All the date-tree
leaves, and the little wood required in the construction of these
buildings, were brought at considerable expence from the main land,
and the best of them were but ill calculated to exclude the scorching
rays of the sun, the burning winds that blow all day, and frequently
at night, and the still more distressing reverberation of hcat and
glare from the rocks around ; few of them, indeed, had cither windows
or doors of any kind.

Depending as they did for provisions cntirely upon supplies
from Bombay, with which place their intercourse was precarious,
particularly at this season, it is not surprising that they were often
very ill off in this respect ; and it was peculiarly unfortunate at this
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time that a large quantity of stores of all sorts had been embarked
on board of our vessel, which, indcpendent of her long detention at
Bombay, was a very bad sailer; and having to contend with the |
adverse season, did not reach Kishmee until several months after the
time at which she was expected. We found the station thus in the
most deplorable want of necessarics ; beef and mutton indeed they
had of tolerable quality, but as the town of Kishmee had for some
time been deserted by its inhabitants, they had not had fish for a
long time. Their baker had died, so that the only bread they could
command was unleavened cakes of a very inferior flour, mixed with
barley-meal purchased on the island ; the little rice they had, bad and
scarce, had been supplied by passing ships ; fruit or vegetables they
had none, not even a date had been seen in the bazar for many
weeks ; not a blade of grass was to be had; the horses and cows were
fed on coarse bad straw and salt fish, which latter, for the usec of
milch cattle, was mingled with a little barley meal. Even the articles
of food and spicery, so indispensably necessary for the native troops,
were scarce, or not to be had.

In a climate like this, when the strength is greatly reduced and
the appetite diminished by the effects of the heat, the stomach loathes
more solid food, and seeks relief in fruit, vegetables, and lighter
aliments ; and the want of thesc creates a degree of distress which can
hardly be conccived; a deficiency of solid food in colder climates,
where the appetite is sharpened by the keen air, is hardly so painful.
But worse than this was the almost total want of medicine that pre-
vailed in camp; the extraordinary degree of sickness had exhausted
the stock on hand at an carly period, and there werc no means of
replenishing it; the consequence was, that wHen we reached the
cantonment, there was hardly to be found in it a common purgative,
except a little senna, accidentally procured from Muscat; and this at
a time when the raging fevers that prevailed so strongly, called im-
peratively for such assistance. It is melancholy to reflect on the con-
sequences of such a deficiency, however unavoidable.

The sufferings of men in a situation like this, are indeed only to
be appreciated by such as have seen or experienced something similar.
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In India, and in many other parts of the world, climates may be
found as bad, the heat even greater, and the hot wind more severe ;
but those who live under such circumstances are gencrally prepared

to resist their influence. In India the houses are good, and calculated
to exclude the heat; there is an abundant supply of water and wetted
mats to cool the interior; refreshments and conveniencies of all sorts,

and capital servants for those who are in health; the best assistance,

medical aid, and friendly attendance for such as are sick ; wholesome

exercise and pleasant. rides may be enjoyed when the weather permits,

over a country neither barren nor desolate ; amusements are contrived,

and the mind is kept contented and healthy. The contrast here was

striking indeed: in a climate and under circumstances that de-

manded every comfort and recreation to preserve health, or rather
lite; not even its necessaries were to be procured ; no adequate pro-
tection from the scorching heats or parching winds, no means of
keeping up an artificial coolness, hardly water enough to quench the
constant thirst of exhaustion; the sick devoid of every comfort, of
medicine, or medical attendance; the medical men, themselves equal
sufferers with others, unable even to assist themsclves; hope almost
secemed excluded by the knowledge of their situation, and the instan-
ces of death continually occurring around them.  Those who retained
their health were debarred the enjoyment of salutary exercise, by the
continual heat and the forbidding nature of the country, the barren-
ness of which lay like a load on the drooping spirits, and the dis-
tressed state of the camp denied equally the relaxation of any amuse-
ment, and the common consolations of society. 1t cannot be surprizing
if"in such a situation, with nothing to divert or occupy the mind, a

degree of despondency should steal over it, and increase by its

depressing effects those of a discase already too fatal.

The situation of this force naturally gave risc to a question as
to the good purpose to be answered by retaining so unhealthy, so
fatal a position, and one to which there were so many concurring
objections ; the object was to maintain a force at some point, where
it might be at hand to co-operate without cruizers, in overawing
the piratical tribes, and prescrving the peace of the gulf. Experience
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had shown, at a very great expence of men and money, that this
object was not to be attained by holding a post on Kishmee; as for
a great and important part of the year, any force kept there was
likely to be quite inefficient. This subject demanded and received
the most serious consideration of the political agent, whose -duty
it was to report to government on the nature and capabilities of the
position, and the result of this report combined with other events,
was the total abandonment of Kishmee as a military station.

Kishmee, however barren and deserted now, is said at one time
to have presented a very different aspect; it contained, we are in-
formed, 360 well inhabited villages, and a great extent of date and
other fruit-tree gardens; and when Ormuz was at its height of glory,
Kishmee supplied it with fruit, vegetables, and many sorts of pro-
visions.  Since that period, however, it has been the scene of great
disturbance and rapine, the predatory disposition of the Arab tribes
in the gulf, was of itself sufficient to repress the prosperity of a place
unable to keep them at a distance; and of late years the Joassmee
pirates, who haunted its environs, have made many destructive de-
scents upon the island itself; plundering and destroying every thing
within its reach, and wantonly cutting down the date and fruit trees,
so that it can hardly now supply the few remaining families with the
food they require. The fear of these descents drove the greatest part
of the remaining inhabitants into the town of Kishmee, which is walled
and prepared for defence ; when all were assembled we were informed,
that it may contain about 8000 souls, though this is probably an
exaggeration, as the population of the whole island is not rated at
more than 10,000, of which no inconsiderable part reside in the town
of Luft.

The harbour, or rather roadstead of Kishmee, is not very safe,
being open on the north-east to the deep channel that lies between
it and Gomberoon ; so that during the prevalence of the north-east
winds, which blow violently in November, December, January, and
February, boats cannot land for many days together on account of
the surf. These gales continue usually to blow for three days, if they
exceed that they go on to seven, and if then they do not break, they
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will continuc blowing hard for fourteen days; the inhabitants at their
approach send their small boats and cven buggalows to Foulah, a
small bay round the north point of the island, or to Bunder Abbassee
and Ormuz. The roadstead has, however, good holding ground, and
for eight months of the year it may be considered safe; but the
difficulty and uncertainty of communication. with the shore will
always form a strong objection to this place as a commercial port.

At this season of the year it was the custom for most of the
inhabitants of Kishmee to go to Meenab on the mainland, to gather
in the date harvest which was now ripe, and to enjoy the superior
comforts of the place, in fruit, shade, and vegetation ; the town was,
in fact, almost quite empty, but not entirely through this cause.
The epidemic cholera had made its appearance in Kishmee, many had
fallen victims, the rest had fled to escape the danger; they found not
refuge, however, at Meenab, for there the disease had also reached
and made serious havoc, and the inhabitants had fled to the moun-
tains, leaving the town cmpty, and the rich fruits-of the surrounding
gardens to fall unheeded to the ground.

The result of our enquiries regarding the commencement and
progress of this disease was as follows: The first case occurred on
the 9th of the month of Ramzaun, in the person of a slave girl, in
the house of the sheikh, who could have had no communication
with any one from without ; another person was taken ill a few days
after, then another, and thus it continued in single cases until the 29th,
when seven or eight persons were taken ill at once, and died, and for
several successive days the town of Kishmee continued to lose nine,
ten, or twelve people daily ; great alarm was excited, and vast numbers
of the inhabitants fled to Meenab on the Persian coast, so that the
town became ncarly empty.

The sheikh himself, whom we particularly interrogated, did not
believe that the disease had been imported ; nor, admitting such to
have been the fact, could he indicate any channel by which it might
have arrived. From his account it does not appear to have assumed
here the violent character it generally bore in India; there were few
or no sudden deaths: those affected seldom died in less than six
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hours, and most of them appear to have survived beyond twenty-four.
In a country where the art of medicine is so little known as here, it
is not to be supposed that much could be done for the relief of the
sick ; yet several recovered without such aid, or afier the exhibition of
medicines, which from their nature could have done no good. The
strong desire for cold water, so striking a symptom of the disease, and
the indulgence of which in India was prohibited as injurious, was
here permitted, and other remedies of a cooling description were
given, as they believed, with advantage.  The sheikh said, that the few
cases where our remedies of laudanum and peppermint had been
administered, did not terminate in cures: bleeding had never been
tried. The discase was not here considered contagious, but from all
accounts appeared to have assumed the same capricious and uncertain
character it has exhibited in India; the symptoms were precisely the
same, vomiting and purging, attended with a violent sense of burning
about the praecordia, succeeded, sooner or later, by clammy cold ex-
tremitics, sunk features, and death: cramps were less common and
less violent than in India. No new case had occurred for three days
previous to our arrival.  Some few of the troops had been attacked,
but the discase had yielded to the usual remedies of calomel and
opium ; but the camp does not appear to have been seriously visited
by this additional and fearful scourge. Welearnt that it had reached
Bunder Abbassee and Bahrein, but no communication had taken place
for several days, cither with these places or Meenab.

Little on the whole could be gathered, either here or at Muscat,
calculated to throw much additional light cither on the nature of
epidemic cholera, or on the means by which the diseasc is propagated
or conveyed ; there are the strongest grounds for believing that it
may be carried in vessels by means of cargo or personal cffects, yet,
it appears spontancously where no known or even possible commu-
nication could have taken place: in some cases we saw persons in
health continually employed in assisting and touching the sick with
impunity ; other cases have occurred, where whole parties concerned
in burying or burning the body of one of its victims have themselves
been carricd off by this fell discase to a man.
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While the ship lay at anchor in the road of Kishmee, I resolved
on visiting the island of Ormuz, and town of Bunder Abbassce
(formerly Gomberoon), to trace, if possible, the remains of former
grandeur and prosperity at these celebrated places ; and having pro-
cured a boat for the purpose, we left the ship carly on the morning
of the 20th, and reached the road of Gomberoon about 9 a. m.

The aspect of the coast as we approached it gave no promise of
fertility ; the land near the beach is low and of a greyish brown hue,
devoid of the smallest verdure ; the higher lands retreat into the in-
terior, and the lofty mountain called Kohe-Ginow, visible to us
while at sea, before we could distinguish Kishmee, although it is
thirty miles inland, was at this time hid from our view by thick hazc.
The town, wretchedly built of the materials afforded by the soil,
resembles it in colour, and makes but little show : extensive ruins are
discerncd on nearing the shore, and those of the English and Irench
factorics may be seen to the westward overhanging the very surf:
the present town occupies the site of, and is partly formed from the
remains of the Dutch factory, the fort of which now serves as a house
tor the Arab sheikh.

When we landed we were met upon the beach by two persons
sent by this chief, who conducted us to his house, at the door of
which the sheikh himself welcomed us with perfect civility and respect,
and led us up to an open tower, where the sca breeze blew fresh and
delightfully, and where, after awhile, he left us to repose, sending us
ample refreshments of fruit, sweetmeats, and milk, in various shapes.
We had no want of visitors, however, for the Arabs are extremely
curious, and though they are never rude, their frec and uncere-
monious habits lead them to consider it no breach of good manncrs
to satisfy their curiosity by enteAring unrestrainedly to visit strangers.

The origin and history of Gomberoon, now called Bunder Ab-
bassee, is intimately connected with that of Ormuz ; the former hav-
ing, in fact, risen upon the ruins of the latter: and as both are names
of interest in Fastern story, although from their remoteness they may
not have attracted a very general attention ; it may save the trouble



g8 ORMUZ, AND GOMBEROON.

of reference, and not be deemed impertinent, to insert here a short
notice regarding the rise and fall of these places.

The name of Ormuz, or Hurmooz, appears to have existed long
before the rock which now bears it was known at all. It was the
appellation of a state situated upon the northern shore of the Persian
gulf, the capital of which (of the same name), was placed somewhat
to the eastward of the present town of Bunder Abbassee. Its chiefs
were Arabs, descendants of those who followed the standard of the
Prophet in the early days of Mahomedanism, to propagate its doctrines
with the sword throughout the East, and whose posterity are still to
be found scattered over Persia and the adjacent countrics.

The fifteenth sovereign of this state, Mecr Bahadour Eyas Seyfin,
pressed, as it would appear, by the Tartar descendants of Chengiz
Khan, in the year of the Hegira 700, and in the latter part of the
reign of Ghazan Khan, determined on quitting the main land of
Persia, and retired first to the island of Kishmee. He did not, however,
settle there, but having obtained a grant of the desert island then
called Gerun, now Hurmooz or Ormuz, from the sovereign of Khais*
(now. Kenn), he removed thither, and commenced the foundations of
a city destined not only to become the emporium of commerce in
the gulf, but for a long time, of that between Europe and the Last.
To this city he gave the name of the country he had quitted, and for
two hundred years it enjoyed a course of high prosperity, in the ac-
quisition of power as well as of riches, for it extended its sway along
both sides of the Persian gulf nearly to Bussorah: indeed, by one ac-
count, we find its limits described as reaching from Cape Raus-ul-
Hudd to Cape Musseldom, including many considerable cities, and
that the chiefs, even to Bahrein, were all tributary to the sovereign of
Ormuz.

By this time the Portuguese had extended their dominion over
a great part of India, and their fleets overspread and moenopolized the
commerce of its seas: it is not surprizing that the wealth and splen-

. * Therc. are on the island of Kenn extensive ruins, indicating the site of a very con-
siderable city, which, it is said, once enjoyed the trade afterwards monopolized by Ormuz.
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dour of Ormuz and its dependencies attracted their cupidity. Al-
phonso de Albuquerque first attempted the conquest of this place in
August 1507, when he sailed up the Persian Gulf, with seven ships
carrying 460 soldiers, and visiting as he passed the cities of Omaun,
then forming a part of the dominions of Ormuz, attacking some, and
negociating with others, he succeeded in making himself master of
the whole: among the rest, he attacked and destroyed Muscat, but
gave up its ruins to the inhabitants, on the proviso that they should
pay to the king of Portugal the same tribute they had paid to the
sovercign of Ormuz.

He then proceeded against Ormuz itself, and although it was
guarded by more than thirty thousand armed men, he summoned its
king to become the tributary of the Portuguese crown : this being re-
fused, he attacked the place, and after a gallant struggle his small
band reduced their enemies to acknowledge, for the time at
least, their vassalage to the conquerors. Not long, however, did the
vanquished submit to these humiliating terms; as the Portuguese
force became diminished, they renounced their allegiance, and Albu-
querque, ill seconded, as appears by his officers, was unable to com-
pel the fulfillment of their engagements; and although a force dis-
patched to the Gulf occasionally succceded in obtaining payment of
the tribute of fifteen thousand xeraphines, it was not until Albu-
querque was made governor-general of India, in the beginning of
1515, that with an armament of twenty-seven ships, and fifteen hun-
dred men, he not only forced the king of Ormuz to acknowledge his
vassalage to the crown of Portugal, but to permit his soldicrs to oc-
cupy and garrison the fort they had formerly commenced, and their
officers to reside in the neighbourhood. At this time, too, did Albu-
querque receive a very splendid embassy from Shah Ismael of Persia,
and dispatch in his turn, to the court of that monarch, an ambassador,
with more than equal pomp ; acts that, situated as he was, sufliciently
indicate the state of subjection to which the wealthy and powerful
kingdom of Ormuz was reduced : from this period its prosperity rapidly
and totally declined.
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In the year 1521, however, we find the king of Ormuz still pos-
sessing the insignia of power; but the fact of his real impotence is
proved by his demand for assistance from the Portuguese governor,
to humble his vassal the king of Bahrein, and force him to pay the
tribute due to Ormuz; without which, he alleged, it was not in his
power to satisfy the demands of his Portuguese superiors. The re-
quest was complied with, the capital, Lasah (now Ul Kateef), taken,
its king slain, and the country reduced to complete subjection.

The conquerors had now begun to tighten the chains that bound
their captives, and more sorely to oppress them in many ways; no
measure was more offensive than the appointment of Portuguese in-
stead of native officers to collect the customs, on pretence that the
payment of the stipulated tribute was tardy and irregular ; conspiracies
were formed, which broke out into open rebellion, not only at Ormuz,
but at most of the cities of the Arabian coast, on the same night;
and which, though rendered ultimately unsuccessful to any consider-
able extent, by the determined courage of the Portuguese, occasioned
much confusion and blood-shed, whilst they proved the earncst desire
that existed everywhere among the people to get rid of their oppres-
sors. The king, with many of the inhabitants, on this retired to
Kishmee, where he was soon after murdered by his own officers, who
placed his son Mahmood Shah on the nominal throne.  With him
the Portuguese entered into a new treaty, raising the tribute to ..
thousand xcraphines, although the commerce was destroyed and we
state entirely disorganized.

A faint and transient glcam of relief broke over Ormuz in 1529,
when Nuno Da Cunha was appqginted governor-general of India; he
visited the island, and to the surprisc and gratification of its inhabit-
ants, redressed many of their private grievances, and punished those
who had occasioned them ; but no relaxation took place in the de-
mands of the crown, nor, as we may infer, in the degree of oppression
exercised over the state; for, in 1543, we find that the tribute had
been raised to 100,000 ducats annually, and that the arrears amounted
to five times that sum.  As we cannot conceive that a payment of
this full sum could be seriously burthensome in itself to a state so
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rich as Ormuz once was, its inability to discharge this demand proves,
as fully as possible, the decay of the sources whence its wealth arose ;
and this decay, there is every reason to believe, commenced exactly
with the first conquest by the Portuguese.  As a mean of liquidating
this accumulation of arrears, the then governor, De Souza, arranged
that the customs should be given over entirely to the Portuguese
government ; a measure in which the wretched king of Ormuz, sick
of their tyranny, readily acquiesced.

In the year 1552, the Turkish court sent an expedition, consist-
ing of 16,000 men, against the Portuguese, then acknowledged lords
of Ormuz, under the command of Pirbeck (Pecr Beg), a veteran
pirate. They took Muscat after a month’s siege ; but, failing in an at-
tempt upon the fort of Ormuz, they plundcred the city, and also the
island of Kishmee, and returned to Bussorah with a rich booty.

Little worthy of remark occurs in the history of Ormuz for se-
veral years after this.  Its commerce, and, consequently, its importance
appear to have suffered a gradual decline, owing, doubtless, as much
to the progress of navigation and discovery, which changed the chan-
nels of trade, as to the cffects of tyranny and rapacity in its rulers.
The power and wealth which the Portuguese had acquired in the East,
and the monopoly they excrcised over the commerce of the Persian,
as well ay Indian seas, had by this time excited the jealousy as well as the
cupidity of Abbas the first, then sitting on the throne of Persia. The
former passion was no doubt exasperated by viewing the settlement
they had made, some time before, on the main land, at Gomberoon
a grant of which they had obtainec .rom the king of Lar; and this
province, which had becen dismembered from the crown of Persia in
the reign of his grandfather, being now reunited to it by his own con-
quest, it was not extraordinary that he should wish to possess also
the seaport that belonged to it. Ormuz was, however, a possession
which Abbas greatly coveted; and the progressive decline of its
rulers probably tempted him, at this period, to strike the blow he had
long meditated.  Assisted by the English, who contributed the naval
part of the expedition, he attacked and took Bahrein, in the year
1611; but it was not until 1623, that Ormuz itself fell, after a severe
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conflict. 'The city was plundered by the Persians, and rendered totally
desolate, in which situation it has ever since remained.

The Persian monarch now fortified and garrisoned Gomberoon.
He gave to the town and port his own name; and fondly hoped,
that the opulence and prosperity of Ormuz might revive in Bunder
Abbassee. As the price of the English assistance on this enterprize,
he assigned to them a portion of the customs levied there on im-
ports, exempting them from payment of such duties themselves. But
it does not appcar, that the English factory at Gomberoon was cver
highly prosperous; even the favour of the monarch for whom they
had fought, was uncertain and fleeting ; and under succeeding poten-
tates, they suffered much loss and oppression, whilst in the troubles
that constantly agitated Persia, after the decline of the Suffooian
dynasty, little security could be hoped for. But the name and cha-
racter of the nation, even in those days, appears to have possessed an
influence which gave confidence to others, and thus became one
principal cause of prosperity to the place. The English flag was the
sanctuary to which those who dreaded oppression would fly for suc-
cour; and when this flag was removed, that confidence gave place to
alarm and distrust, and Bunder Abbassec fell as rapidly to decay as it
had risen to prosperity ; while Abooshehr (or Bushire), to which place
the factory was removed, as quickly improved, under its influence,
which continues more powerful than cver; but there can be no doubt,
that a similar fate would attend that port in the cvent of its expe-
riencing a similar loss. .

The country around Bunder Abbassee is sterile, the climate
overpoweringly hot, and the air unwholesome ; nevertheless, there
was for a considerable time a great resort to its port, and the Dutch
and French had extensive factories there. But all those have long
since been abandoned ; and, though the south eastern provinces of
Persia still receive a few supplies through this channel which occasions
a little trade, the place is nearly fallen into the same decay to which
it was so greatly the cause of reducing Ormuz.

The present town is a mere collection of wretched huts, built of
mud, or stone with mud cement. The bazar, which when we saw it was
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almost empty, is a miserable place: the fort, patched up at different
pcrlods, was in great disrepair; it had a few guns about it, but the
carrlagcs were quite unserviceable. We remarked, that all the build-
ings in the place were subject to a rapid external decay ; the effect
probably of some acrid principle in the atmosphere, acting upon the
stone which is chiefly calcarcous. The stone buildings have, for the
most part, been covered with a cement, which soon matures into a
firm mass like stone ; but which, after a while, rising in blisters from
the stones beneath, cracks and leaves them exposed; the stones them-
selves then begin to rot and drop off in flakes, so that the building
assumes a singular aspect of decay ; nevertheless, the great propor-
tion of calcareous matter in the soil creates so strong a tendency to
agglutination, that even the rotten stone and lime reunite firmly as
by a regencrative process, and cannot be broken without difficulty :
the clods of the carth thus, too, adhere firmly to the surface; and land
which has even been lately ploughed soon hardens, so as to bear up
the footsteps, or to give way like half-frozen soil. Lime is cvery
where the chief’ component substance.  The soil in many places was
principally formed of coraline sand, and the detritus of oysters, ma-
drepores, and various shells.

The population of Bunder Abbassee, at the fullest season, may
amount to three or four thousand souls, but at this time there were
few remaining within its walls. Fear of the disease that was ravag-
ing the islands in its vicinity, bad combined with the motives that
always induce its inhabitants at this season to fly from its burning
and unwholesome climate, and refresh themselves at the villages in
the interior, where the date harvest had commenced, and the fruit
and shade were peculiarly grateful. The sheikh, when he heard of
the cholera having broke out in Kishmee, shut his gates against all
from thence ; and no case had occurred at Bunder Abbassce, up to
the time of our visit there.

In the evening, when the heat had become less intense, we sallied
out to view the remains of the former town. Proceeding westward
along the beach, the first thing that attracted our notice, was the remains
of a square fort with 'bastions at the angles, one of the fortifications
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added to the place by Shah Abbas. Close to this, might be scen a set of
hummims, contemporary,nodoubt, with the fort; the various chambers
and domes of which were little injured by time. Adjoining, are the
remains of a large water reservoir, of good masonry, over-arched by a
large dome ; and several sets of smaller hummams might be traced in
the neighbourhood.

A little further on, in the same direction, we found the gateway
of the former town; and the ruins of houses, thickly scattered around,
gave evidence of the denseness of the population that once existed
here.

Still further to the westward, and almost overhanging the surf,
stand the remains of the English factory; an extensive mass, so
completely gone to decay, that it is difficult to trace the original
plan of the buildings. The ruins of one or two tanks still exist, and
long suites of sirdabs or subterraneous apartments to retire into
during the hot weather. Near the factory can be traced the remains
of a creek, which served the purposes of a quay, where boats might
be loaded and discharged. Several heaps of red ochre from Ormuz,
and bits of sulphur from Khumeer, still lay where they had been
thrown when the factory was inhabited. Coins are occasionally found
in this place; and some years ago, a parcel of golden ornaments, a
chain and a pair of gold-mounted spectacles were picked up, and
sold for two hundred dollars (as we were assured) to an Lnglish
gentleman. '

Our attention having been attracted by certain buildings of a
remarkable pyramidal appearance at a little distance, we went towards
them, and discovered them to be the monuments of Englishmen
who had died at the factory. There was something peculiarly striking
in thus discovering the memorials of our departed countrymen on a
distant, desert, and almost hostile shore. We looked for inscriptions,
but the extcrnal parts had suffered too much from the weather to
have retained any that might once have been there. Therewere twelve
in all, of various shapes and sizes ; some were small buildings covered

with domes, like Mahometan mausoleums ; three were pyramidal ;
and one, a pillar placed upon a pedestal : all were fast going to decay,
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fading, like the names of their silent tenants, from the knbw]edge
and memory of the world. We could not but muse somewhat
mournfully upon the transtormation thus forcibly recalled.to us; the
bustle and activity of the place, and the gaiety or ambition of its
inhabitants, alike exchanged for silence and desolation, for the cold
and narrow dwelling of the tomb.

We quitted th(, ruins, and returning to the fort took leave of the
hospltable sheikh, and proceeded to our boat, intending to sail imme-
diately for Ormuz ; but the wind had raised so heavy a sca, that the
boatmen were afraid to venture by night, clear and beautiful as it was.
They therefore told us an untruth, affirming that both wind and tide
were against us, and that we should not be able to proceed for some
time ; but that, if we would bivouac upon the beach for a little, they
would call us when the tide turned in our favour ; we therefore pro-
cured a few carpets to spread on the sand, and, having refreshed
oursclves after the heat of the day with melons and tea in the deli-
cious sca breeze, we lay down to rest; guarded by two of the sheikh’s
soldiers, appointed to wait upon us.

These two worthy personages appeared inclined to try the extent
of our credulity, by the relation of wonderful tales, particularly of
certain beasts of prey that occasionally committed extraordinary
ravages, not only on gmen and animals, but on their goods; and
as we rather apprehended, that this caution might be but a preparative
for finding some defalcation in our baggage, we deprived them of any
excuse for negligence or pilferage, by removing all our goods into
the boat, which lay outside the surf. It was somewhat singular,
that as we lay wakeful from anxiety on the beach, two large animals
were seen prowling around at no great distance, perhaps wolves or
hyznas, which were prevented from a nearer intrusion by the firc we
kept up.

Our boatmen behaved ill. Anchored as they were without the
surf, they went to sleep, and either did not or would not hear our
repeated hails until morning, when, after venting our spleen in a
hearty scold, we got underweigh with a light air, and steered for
Ormuz, which we reached at a little past 9. a. m.
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On approaching this island, we were presented with the view of
a very remarkable assemblage of rugged and aspiring peaks, which
form the crests of its mountains. Indeed, the whole island is but a
mass of rocks varying in colour as much as in shape; some are dark
brown, others reddish, greenish, or ashen grey; some are almost
black, while others are of a pure snowy white: cvery thing stimu-
lates curiosity to explore the strange formations they offer to
view,

‘We landed on a spit of sand upon the point of which stands yet
the old Portuguese fort, and after a rapid glance around us, boﬂged
for a shelter from the sun’s intense heat. Crossing the half-dry ditch
the sheikh received us at the gate, and conducted us to an apart-
ment on the walls, which a full exposure to the sun’s rays, and the
number of our host’s retinue rendered hot even to suffocation.  After
compliments our wants were enquired into, but though fruit would
have been most acceptable, such a luxury had not for months been
seen at Ormuz, and we were content to obtain bread and milk. This,
however, we were not suffered to enjoy in peace. Successions of
visitors came, until I think cvery individual of the garrison, which
includes the whole population of the island, had satisfied his curiosity ;
and then an old man in company found out that the strangers might
require repose, and they slowly withdrew. .

About three in the afternoon we left our quarters to explore. The
rocks, which compose nearly the whole island, sink abruptly, near
its northern extremity, into a plain comprising an extent of six or
eight square miles of comparatively level country, terminating in a
sandy spit that divides the harbour of Ormuz into two parts, and on
which stands the old Portuguese fort. This was never of great extent
or of regular figure ; but assumes that, indicated by the ground it
occupies. The walls have been most carefully and substantially built,
of the rock afforded by the island, cut into large square pieces which
are of great thickness. Strong bastions command each face; and the
heighth from the water to the ramparts may be eighty feet. The
walls themselves are in good repair, and are likely long to continue so,
but the interior is in ruins. The ramparts are full of bomb proofs,
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in which no doubt the garrison formerly resided. Two large reservoirs
for supplying them with water still subsist; both are covered in, the
roof of one rests on two rows of massy pillars, and its diameter
might be an hundred feet. There was a good deal of water in it at
this time, and about thirty feet more in depth remainced unoccupied ;
but it was too dark within to judge accurately, either of former or
present dimensions.

The Fort was formerly separated from the mainland by a canal cut
through the neck of sand, and this was crossed by a draw bridge, but
it is now chiefly filled up, the eastern part serving as a dock for
repairing boats in. A rotten plank served as*a bridge leading to the
gateway, which is strongly defended by guns from the neck of the
opposite bastion ; and there are, I think, two doors, the passages to
which arc so commanded, as to expose assailants to a heavy fire in
making an attack. Upon the walls there are several iron, and at
least two brass guns, bearing the Portuguese arms, supported by two
angels, with the motto « Gardai Vosi Demi,” without any date; but
on,another part of the gun may be seen an Arabic inscription engraved
by order of Shah Abbas, and under date 1031 of the Hegira, com-
memorative of the capture of the place. The calibre of these guns
is considerable; but there are some balls both of iron and stone
lying about the fort, toe large for any guns we saw: the carriages of
all are so bad, that they could not be sufficient to resist a single
discharge ; and in several instances the trucks had rotted off the axle-
trees.

A mud wall just beyond the old ditch, incloses between itself
and the fort, the few miserable huts, still occasionally tenanted, on
the island. Beyond this, upon the plain extending to the feet of the
mountains, lie scattered the ruins of the ancient Arabian and Portu-
guese city, with its villas and seats. The perishable materials of
which these were constructed, has probably been the causc that not
one relic of sufficient importance to invite a nearer inspection, came
under our observation. The only remarkable object is a minar or
tower near the mud wall, which some conjecturc to have been a
light-house ; although neither its situation nor form, in my opinion,
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warrant the supposition. It is a round tower which has been en-
circled at intervals with galleries, the wood work of which, formed of
the date tree, having given way, they have also fallen to picces. A
winding staircase of the same perishable materials and consequently
very ruinous, conducts to the top. The extcrior has once been orna-
ornamented with Mosaic work in coloured tiles, the greater part of
which have fallen off. Its appearance, as far as I can judge, very
satisfaciori]y confirms the tradition of the country, that it was a
minaret, built by Shah Abbas, after the capture of the place, to call
the faithtul to prayer. The Mosiac work, in particular, is quite in con-
formity with the taste of that period ; there are, indeed, no remains of
a mosque; but that might have heen built of less substantial materials;
and it is far from uncommon in Persia, to sec minarets crected quite
distinct from, and of superior architecturc to the mosques they be-
long to. '

Along the shore, both of the eastern and western bays, not far
from the water’s edge, may be still seen the ruins of a row of houses,
arcaded into apartments of various shapes and dimensions, these were
probably sirdabs or apartments for the warm weather; or they may
have been cellars for recciving merchandize. The whole were of the
same description of solid architecture, which characterized the Fort.
The ground beyond, for a considerable space towards the mountains,
wus thickly strewed with broken tiles, pottery, glass, and the other
usual and very destructible relics of an ancient eastern city, chiefly
resolved into heaps of rubbish.

If the subject were accurately examined, we should probably dis-
cover, that the wealth and splendour of Ormuz have been infinitely
overrated, and that the magnificent descriptions of Raynal and others,
have less foundation in truth, than the flowery accounts of travellers,
whose ideas on such matters were far less refined than we now
suppose ; and which consequently are calculated to convey very ex-
aggerated impressions of what they described. Splendour and mag-
nificence when spoken of in the Kast, refer almost solely to the
person and immediate attendants of the Sovereign. The people may
be, and often are, poorer in an inverse ratio to the wealth which that
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sovereign displays; and though Ormuz may have been rich, com-
pared with the petty and demi-savage states in its immediatc neigh-
bourhood, it appears evident trom the distress to which its ruler was
so speedily reduced for payment of the small tributc demanded by
the Portuguese, that it never could have possessed any great accu-
mulation of real wealth. A display of rich and uncommon goods in
its bazars, more extensive than in those of its neighbours, and a
considerable degree of luxury, with the pomp and shew of an cxtrava-
gant Eastern court, might rcadily be magnified by their poorer and
more frugal visitors, or even by their stern conquerors, into a shape
that would admit of the florid descriptions we possess of this city.
If, in addition to these considerations, we contemplate the naturc of
the island itself, we shall have further evidence of thesc exaggerations.
Unprovided with one drop of natural fresh water, the greatest portion
of the island consisting of volcanic rocks, and the remainder of an
uneven stony plain strongly impregnated with salt, the means of im-
proving the face of the country do not exist. Not a tree, not a shrub
can grow or can be reared, for the first necessary, water to irrigate, is
wanting. All vegetable supplies come from Kishmee or the main land;
so that how the flowering and aromatic shrubs that are said to have
decorated the streets, were maintained, it is not casy to comprehend.

The surface of the plain, though level when contrasted with the
mountains beyond it, is found ragged enough on nearer approach.
and even broken into ravines, which, near the feet of the mountains.
increase its inequality so as to render it difficult to travel. The soil,
principally coraline defritus, rescmbling that of Kishmee, is mingled
with a clayey and calcareous earth, formed from the decomposition
of the rocks around, which are strongly impregnated with iron;
specular iron ore is very abundant. These rocks rise every where
above the surface, in rugged amorphous masses, strewing the ground
with ruins, from which the mountains rise abruptly in bare desolate
crags, and sharp lofty peaks of every variety of form and hue. In
many parts these, as well as the plain below, have a crumbling
volcanic aspect, and a parched looseness of texture that alarms the

H
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traveller, lest the surface should give way under foot, and swallow
him up in yet smoking ashes.

Proceeding in our walk, we reached a ravine forming the bed of
a salt spring, and which presented a striking appearance. The whole
surface of the water, which in some places is confined, in others ex-
pands into small sheets, was covered as well as its immediate banks,
with a thick and purely white incrustation of salt, exactly resembling
the condition of a rivulet afler a fall of snow in winter ; so that we
had the gelid appearance of that scason, united to the burning heat
of an Arabian summer. A white efHlorescence covered the ground
in many other places ; and so strongly was the soil impregnated with
salt, that every stone was firmly fixed to the carth where it lay, by
the congelation of saline exudations, as if it had been frozen there.
On the banks of the rivulet lay a great qiantity of salt, cut, from the
solid mass that filled the bed, into square pieces ready for lading on
any ship that might require such a cargo.

The only products of Ormuz are, iron in various shapes, parti-
cularly that of specular ore, and red ochre; sulphur and salt; the
latter is procured, as above described, from several salt springs, and
tforms almost the only source of the revenue derived from the island
by the Tmaum. But, lest his trade in that article should interfere
with the Company’s monopoly, he is under agreement that no
British ship shall receive on board more than a certain quantity ;
and that none, British or foreign, bound for any Indian port, shall load
with it at all. The export to other places is, however, considerable.

The garrison of Ormuz consists at present of about eighty sol-
diers, belonging to the imaum of Muscat, who live, immured in the
desolate spot, in a wretched manner. Their appearance, as well as
that of those we saw at Bunder Abbassce, entirely resembles that of
the Arabs of Muscat. The broadsword and target, their chicf arms,
were interesting, as bearing a strong resemblance to those borne by
the Scots Highlanders ; but their sword is edgedon both sides. A
few of these weapons are made at Yemen ; but the greater part are
procured from Egypt, whither they are brought from different ports
of the Mcditerranean. Many may be seen with the Solingen mark ;
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and not a few with that of Andrea Ferrara, one of which I en-
deavoured to purchase, but could not prevail on the owner to part
with it. These swords are sharp and thin, and, previously to making
use of them in attack, they make them quiver and ring in the hand
with a jerk, while held in an upright position; and then charge with
loud shouts. The targets are brought from Zanguchar, made, as we
were informed, from the hide of some amphibious animal, probably
the hippopotamus. They are very thick and tough, but not above
cight or nine inches in diameter, just enough to cover the hand and
wrist; and they rise in the middle, almost to a point.

The Arabs in colour resemble mulattoes of a sickly yellow hue.
with a deeper brownish tinge about the cyes, neck, and joints ; some
arc very dark, and an admixture with negro blood seems to be com-
mon. Among the negroes, who were pretty numerous, there were
some who bore the most hideous physiognomies; these are chiefly
natives of Madagascar. We were much amused with one of thesc,
who, on his part, appeared equally so with us. He watched, with
great interest, all our movements, while preparing for our meal ; and
laughed loud and long for very delight, grinning like an ogre when
he saw us eat. The genuine Arabs, with some exceptions, are rather
sparc and active than athletic men. Those of the superior . orders
who came under our observation, as the sheikhs and their familics.
bore a strong characteristic resemblance to each other in features.
The countenance was generally long and thin; the forehead mode-
rately high, with a rounded protuberance near its top ; the nose pro-
minent and aquiline; the mouth and chin receding, giving to the
line of the profile a circular rather than a straight character ; the
eye, deep set under the brow, dark and bright: thin and spare,
deficient in muscle, their limbs were small, particularly their hands,
which were sometimes even of feminine delicacy ; their beards were
almost always of a deep black, artificially colourcd, if not naturally
s0; a few wore them grizzled, and we observed an old man, whose
beard, of a milk-white colour, he had died yellow, which, con-
trasted with a singular pair of blue eyes, had a very extraordinary
effect.

nH 2
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One veteran, covered with scars of the most desperate wounds,
and with a beard as white as snow, but a bright intelligent eye, and
a stout athletic frame, interested us much. He told us that his
wounds had been received in fighting against the Ben-i-Meinee and
Joassmees, with whom, he assured us, there used to be daily and
almost hourly skirmishes, in former times. He had fought under
the great-grandfather of the present imaum, and was contemporary
with Nadir Shah, whose course of glory and conquest he was quite
tamiliar with; and finally he was, he said, a hundred years old.
« Well,” observed we, “ but in spite of your advanced age, should
“ there be any fighting again, would you not make one ?”—¢ To be
“ sure,” said he; * fighting is, and continues to be my business.” —
“ Yes,” returned we, “but at your age you might quit your pro-
“ fession, if you chose ; but you seem to love it.”—¢ Yes,” cried he,
and his eye fired up, “ I do love it ; and while T live, where fighting
“ is, there I will be.”

We remained lingering on the interesting, but now desolate
shores of Ormuz, musing on the changes, the scences of deep
interest to the statesman and the warrior, to the historian and the
poct, which those rocks, and the waters of « Ilarmozia’s Bay,”
now glittering in the bright moonshine, had often witnessed, until
our boatmen plucked up courage to venture upon the placid sea,
which rolls between Ormuz and Kishmee. It was a lovely, a mag-
nificent night. The scene, the time, the place, the costume of our
attendants, could not fail to bring powerfully before us the de-
scriptions of one of our swectest pocts, in onc of his most touching
compositions. This was the sea on which “ Hinda” woke to recol-
lection “ upon a galliot’s deck;” from whence she witnessed the
termination of her « Ghebre’s” struggles and life; and which then
received her cold remains; and, little as the people or country
justify the poet’s glowing imagery, we could not sail upon that sea,
sleeping, as then, * in bright tranquillity,” nor view the wild outline
of the mountains, silvered by the pale moonlight, without, for a
while, yielding to the illusion, and permitting ourselves to fancy that



PASSAGE TO BUSHIRE. 58

we gazed on a land of gallant enterprize, romantic love, and gene-
rous feelings.

We reached the vessel at seven o’clock on the morning of the
22d., and next day we left the sultry Kishmee. Nothing worthy of
record occurred during the remainder of our passage to Bushire, We
were long baflled by calms and contrary winds, and suffered greatly
from heat, although the thermometer seldom rose beyond 96° or 97°.
As the ship was seldom out of sight of land, we had opportunities of
viewing the greater part of the Persian coast, which greatly re-
sembled the parts we had left on the coast of Arabia and above
Gomberoon, consisting principally of grey calcareous cliffs, marked
with dark horizontal strata, and often rising to a majestic height
abruptly from the sea.

On the 4th of August we reached Bushire, and landed under
a salute from the militia of the place, assembled for the purpose;
their dress and hands betrayed the nature of their trades, from
which they had been called for the occasion, and they were headed
by the sheikh, who came in person to meet the envoy. It was
a relief to escape from the noise and dust to the shelter of the
English factory.
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CIIAP. IIL

BUSHIRE AND THE DUSHTISTAN.—PREPARE FOR OUR JOURNEY TO TEI-!R;N.—-ARRIVAL IN
THE ROADS OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP LIVERPOOL.—~DREADFUL SUFFERINGS OF HER OFFICERS
AND CREW FROM HEAT ON THEIR PASSAGE FROM MUSCAT. — DEPLORABLE ACCOUNTS OF
THE GARRISON AT KISHMEE.-— CHOLERA AI'PEARS AT BUSIIIRE, ABOUT THE 20TH
AUGUST. — REMOVAL FROM THE TOWN TO TENTS, ON THE 23D, — EPIDEMIC INCREASES.
= A CASE OCCURS IN CAMP.~— ARAB TREATMENT OF THE DISORDER., ~—~ I'T SPREADS INTO
THE INTERIOR, AND GREAT ALARM PREVAILS. = OUR ENGAGED MULETEERS REFUSE TO
PROCEED, — DOUBTS REGARDING THE ADVANCE OF THE MISSION. — COMPARATIVE TRIAL
OF THE EUROPEAN AND ARAB TREATMENT OF CHHOLERA. — MEHMANDAR ARRI VLS, SEPT.
1$T. — THE EPIDEMIC INCREASES, — CAPTAIN WRIGHT, OF THE HONOURABLE COMPANY’S
CRUIZER VESTAL, DIES OF IT.-—~ MULES ARRIVE. — DISEASE. REPORTED TO DECREASE, —
DISEASE ATTRIBUTED TO THE INFLUENCE OF THE STAR CANOPUS, — FESTIVAL OF KED-
UL~KOURBAUN. — SUPERSTITIOUS DELAY AS TO MARCHING. — DISEASE CEASES. —
ESTIMATE OF MORTALITY IN BUSHIRE AND RIISSORA.

Tue town and population of Bushire have been so often described,
as to leave nothing for further remark. To those who have been
accustomed to the comparative richness and verdure of India, it
would be difficult to convey an adequate idea of the parched and
disgusting barrenness of the country around this place, and of the
whole Dushtistan * of Persia; still less can they who are familiar
only with the cultivated and varied beauties of Europe conceive a
Just impression of the aspect of this miserable land. Brown sand, or
grey clay and rock, are the only varieties, unenlivened by any kind
of vegetation. The towns and villages, built of the materials afforded
by the soil, arc scarcely to be discerned from its surface, at any dis-
tance, and resemble rather irregularities thercon, than habitations for
man; and the misery and dirt in which the wretched huts are

* Dushtistan means the level country, from ¢ Dusht,” a plain ; and it is particularly
applied to the low country extending along part of the shores of the Persian Gulf, in
this quarter. -
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smothered present a picture of discomfort quite depressing: to the
spirits.  If we required additional proofs of the force of local attach-
ments, a strong one might here be found in the fondness which the
Arab evinces for this country of wretchedness; where not one ad-
vantage, hardly the power of procuring the necessaries of life, can
be adduced, to counterbalance its great natural disabilities ; where
scarcely a drop of sweet water is to be had, and the heat is so in-
supportable, that few, except the natives, can endure it, even with
every alleviation that can be contrived.

The British factory was certainly but ill calculated to afford
these alleviations. It was a native building, the apartments of which,
chiefly opening to a court-yard, were for the most part small, com-
fortless, and ill-aired. A house had at one time been built, at some
distance from the town, in a situation to command the only good
water near it, and the fresh sea breeze; but the jealousy of the
Persian government was awakened, and an order was sent from
court to have it destroyed. Thus the British resident was forced to
re-occupy his uncomfortable quarters in the town.

During the time we remained at the factory,the heat at sun-
rise was usually about 87°; from 11 till four o’clock at 96° to 98°;
and throughout the greater part of the night about 90°. We were
forced to adopt the custom, here universal, of sleeping upon the
terraces, or the roofs, in the open air; and the dew was often so
heavy, that in the morning the mattrass and sheets were found to be
soaked, and the water standing in large drops on all the clothes;
yet, unless the practice be continued too late in the season, this is
not supposed to be injurious to health ; but, after the weather begins
to cool, it is frequently known to produce fevers, as well as colds.
The fall of the year is, in fact, considered the unhealthy season ; pro-
bably because the seeds of illness which have been sown during the
previous hot months do not begin to develope themselves until that
period. When the weather is intensely hot, all the coolness that can be
produced by the co-operation of dew and perspiration may be no more
than nccessary to preserve the body in a tolerable temperature ; but
when the cool weather commences, evaporation is neither so rapid
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nor so ‘needful ; and the dew, which may continue hanging about
the person, will chill it to a dangerous degree ; so that 4s]eeping ex-
posed to its effects must be then unsafe. |
The first ten days after our arrival were passed in preparing for
our journey to Tehrin. On the 19th August, his Majesty’s ship
Liverpool, of 50 guns, commanded by Captain F. A. Collier, an-
chored in the roads. This vessel had suffered severely from the extreme
heat of the weather, on her passage from Muscat. They had not been
much incommoded until they entered the Gulf; but the moment
they passed the Quoins* there was an alteration in the state of the
atmosphere hardly to be accounted for by merc change of tempera-
ture. The thermometer only indicated 103° to 106° ; but the stifling
closencss, and absence of any breeze, made it almost insupportable;
and its effects were lamentable. In one day they lost three of her
Lieutenants by a species of coup-de-soleil. The officer who read
the funeral service over the first of his dead companions in the
morning, was himself committed to the deep before the night.  Se-
veral others were attacked ; but speedy and decided measures saved
and restored them to health. The same effects were observed among
the men, although the mortality was not in the same proportion.
They fell down in all parts of the ship, senseless, struck with vertigo,
and sometimes foaming at the mouth. Exposure to the sun, even for
a moment, infallibly was followed by these consequences. The in-
staut that a man moved from under the shade of the awning, he
dropped down giddy, or deprived of sense ; and, in such cases as ter-
minated fatally, sensation never returned. The means of relief most
generally resorted to,. and most effectual, were prompt and copious
bleedings, and bathing in tepid water; and for some time the lower
deck of the ship resembled a slaughter-house, from the number of
persons constantly undergoing the operation of venesection, in cvery
part of it.
All possible precautions were taken to provide against the ill effects
of this violent heat. Double awnings were spread, all duty by day

* The Quoins are islands at the mouth of the Persian Gulf,
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was put a stop to. No sail ever was shifted, except those that could
be worked from the deck ; but all was insufficient to combat the evil.
The degree of exhaustion that prevailed was beyond precedent;
the spirits of all were completely depressed, and exertion seemed
impossible, even had life been at stake. To add to their an-
noyance, the same cause produced so violent an attack of prickly
heat on most of the crew, as well as officers, as to render it al-
most impossible to bear the lightest clothes. This extreme degree
of heat continued for several days, but diminished as they approached
Bushire ; and at their anchorage the temperature was quite tolerable.

The crew of this ship were not singular in their sufferings. A
gentleman who attempted, about the same time, to make the voyage
down the Gulf, in a ship loaded with horses, and having on board a
number of passengers, returned some days after, giving a similar
account of the heat they had experienced, and its effects. Many
of the horses and several of the people had died, and the sufferings
of the survivors were very great. IHe gladly availed himself of the
opportunity afforded, by speaking a cruizer, of returning to Bushire,
and escaping from a situation which he believed would have cost
him his life. By this cruizer we received further and most deplorable
accounts of the garrison at Kishmee. Two more officers and seven-
teen Furopeans had died since the time we left the island. Of the
four officers who had gone to sca for the recovery of their health,
three had fallen lingering victims to their diseases: and both the
young officers who had accompanied us from Bombay to that island
had fallen sick, although hopes were entertained of their recovery.
Such is the Persian Gulf in the month of August.

About this time, a rumour for the first time prevailed, that a
case or two of the epidemic cholera had made their appearance in .
Bushire. For some days nothing more was said about it, probably
because such reports were discouaged in order to prevent alarm
from spreading ; but on the 20th or 21st the fact was placed beyond
dispute by the death of an Armenian child, confessedly of that dis-
order. This was followed by the illness and death of its parents,
and of several others in rapid succession. The disorder, however, in

I
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its commencement, assumed a form comparatively mild; several
who were attacked being restored to health by the use of brandy ;
and hopes were entertained that the visitation would be gentle.

On the 23d we removed from the town to our tents, which were
pitched close to some wells of tolerable water, about two miles south
of the town, and near a few date trees and cotton bushes, com-
prising nearly all the verdure around Bushire.

On the 24th we understood that the epidemic had increased in
town; and one case occurred in our own camp. In the morning,
too, while walking towards the wells, I observed a woman lying on
the ground, near to onc of them, covered up with a cloth, and others
throwing cold water over her from skins. It was a case of cholera,
and they had recourse to this operation, under an idea that it would
curcher. The woman had been taken ill just before sunrise, vomited
violently, and fell into convulsions. At the time I saw her the ex-
tremities were cold and clammy ; the hands and feet contracted with
spasm; the tecth fast set, and the whole countenance pale and
sunken, exhibiting the peculiar death-like look that belongs to the
discase. The water had completely drenched her, and in the occa-
sional approaches towards scnsibility that occurred, she shivered all
over withcold. T proposed to her companions to send her some medi-
cine, to which they joyfully assented at first, with every appearance
of gratitude ; but when it came they enquired whether there was any
brandy in it, and being told that there probably was, they positively
rejected it on her part, and would not permit it to be given. I ex-
plained that it offered the only hope of saving her life; that the
mode they were adopting would destroy her; adding, that I could
have no motive in urging them as I did, but the wish of saving a
fellow-creature. They again expressed gratitude, bid God bless me,
but would have nothing to do with my medicine, and continued
drenching the poor patient, who soon was evidently dying, and did
expire at about eleven o’clock. This was a violent case, the attack
proving fatal in five or six hours. '

It appcars that the natives have imbibed a notion that the dis-
ease is of a hot nature, and must be counteracted by cold remedies ;
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it is therefore that they drench those who are taken ill with cold water,
and give them of that and of a sort of verjuice to drink; means
which, according to our theory, are calculated rather to accelerate
death, than to promote recovery. But with all the respect they
have in general for European science in medicine, we could not
persuade them of the danger’ of their practice, or induce them to
change it.

During the next ten or twelve days the disease increased in
violence and extent, from ten to twelve persons dying daily in the
town, and many in the small villages around. A very general alarm
was excited, and many persons fled from the town. The natives conti-
nucdtheir practice of cold affusion and verjuice, with no happier effect
than before; but it must be owned that the European practice suc-
ceeded little, it any, better, as several persons attended by the sur-
geon of the Residency, died. In our camp, the only death hitherto
was that of a soldier of the Arab guard, appointed to attend the
mission. .

On the 29th we had confirmation of the reports that had reached
us from the interior, regarding the progress of the disease, by the arrival
of an English gentleman from Sheerauz. It had reached Cauzeroon,
where, however, it was as yet mild ; but at scveral of the intermediate
villagaes between that place and Bushire, particularly at Dalakee, it
was then raging with considerable violence. Even on the high road
he had seen several bodies of those who had been taken ill, probably
in flying from the disease, and who had perished just where they
fell. 'The alarm taken was very great, particularly by the muletecrs
who ply between Bushire and Sheerauz, four of whom had died on
their way to the latter place. Those who had engaged with our in-
formant positively refused to procced past Cauzeroon, the moment
they learnt the state of matters at Bushire.

No caravan of mules had for some time past arrived at this
place; and although we had already engaged a Katir Bashee, or head
muleteer, and cighty mules, we still wanted sixty or seventy of the
requisite number, which neither our own exertions nor those of our

muleteers could procure ; as their owners could by no means be in-
12
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duced to trust themselves in the infected country. Thus the pro-
gress of the mission was likely to experience material delay; and it
became, in truth,a question how far it might be politic, or conducive
to the public service, to proceed under present circumstances. - It
was clear that the disease was making rapid progress along the high
road, and that it would probably soon reach Sheerauz. Should this
take place about the time of the arrival of the mission, there was
but too much reason to dread that the ignorant and superstitious
Persians, making no nice enquiry into the causes and effects of this
evil, might connect the two events, in'a manner very prejudicial
to the objects of government. Should the disease precede our
march, this impression could not so easily be received; and this
consideration, with others of minor importance, brought us to ac-
quiecse with a better grace in the delay which we could not avoid,
and to decide on remaining where we were, until some further in-
formation should reach us from the capital of Fars; and, at all events,
until the Mehmaudar* appointed to attend us should arrive from
Cauzeroon, where he lay arrested by the same cause that detamed
ourselves, the want of baggage cattle.

There was, at this time, no lessening of the disease in town.
Some of our party riding in the morning up to the walls saw seven
or eight bodies, the accumulation of the preceding night, carried
from one eof the gates towards the burying ground; and in our
camp two more cases occurred, neither of which were early reported
to any European, so fearful were they of the medicines proposed by
them. ‘ . o Lo
On the 30th two fresh cases occurred in camp, in the persons
of two Indian (Portuguese) servants, our cook and his mate ; and
about the same time two Arabs, a muleteer and furoshf, also at-

. Mehmandnr, from the Persian word ‘‘mehman” a guest, js. ;he term .gpplied to a
person appointed on the part of government in Persia to attend upon, and supply
the wants of strangers, while travelling through the country. ~°

t Furosh is the destgnatton for a class of menial servants in Persia employed in low
laborious offices, such as, sweeping out the apartments, pitching tents, &c. . &c.
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tached to the camp, being similarly attacked, we had a fair oppor-
tunity of contrasting the effects of the European and' native modes
of practice ; for, as our own servants were treated after the former
method, so the Arabs persisted in taking their own way'with their
own companions. The cook’s mate, a poor-looking spare man, had
been out of order during the preceding night, vomiting, though not
violently ; he did not, however, complain until the moming, when
the usual -stimulating medicines, as laudanum, ammonia, pepper-
mint and brandy, were exhibited, and relieved him ; but he conti-
nued throughout the day to have uneasiness in his bowels. The
cook, slightly indisposed, applied for assistance about ten o’clock the
same morning ; but violent retching soon came on: the medicine
was administered, but the first dose was rejected by the stomach.
Cramps and coldness of the extremities soon made their appearance;
another dose was given, and &lthough he continued in considerable
pain, still no immediate danger was apprehended, nor was the case
deemed. particularly violent. About two in the afternoon, however,
he got worse, his countenance became sunk and ghastly, his pulse
was gone, and all his limbs were cold ; he had great uneasiness at sto-
mach, with a sensation of burning heat, which he continually called
for cold water to allay. During the rest of the day and the succeeding
night, these symptoms increased in violence, with but occasional in-
termissions ; and at one o’clock on the next day he breathed his last,
in spite of all the assistance that could be afforded him. In this case,
the whole violent and painful nature of the disease was exhibited
with dreadful force, for the patient was a powerful, muscular man,
and struggled hard with death. The burning internal heat and in-
satiable thirst, the clammy skin, the cold sweats, and violent cramps,
all were strongly marked ; and were succeeded by the changed fea-
tures, shrunk from the retreat of the fluids to the interior, and sharp
as those of one already dead. , :

The first-mentioned case continued doubtful for some time : slight
cramps occasionally appeared, and there was great prostration of
strength. Towards the evening. of the 30th he refused a farther
dose of medicine to allay these symptoms ; but he rallied during the
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night, and next day, by the time the other died, he was considered
out of danger.

The two Arabs were drenched with cold water, and cold vine-
gar and water was given them in plenty to drink. The case of the
furosh did not, at first, assume a violent character ; but after being
kept continually drenched for two days, he died. The muleteer was
subjected to the same process, though, I think, less severely ; and whe-
ther the attack had been less violent, or that his constitution was
stronger than that of the other, it is not easy to determine ; but he
struggled through his illness, and finally recovered.

I have dwelt on these cases, the whole course of which I wit-
nesscd myself, attending the patients night and day, with some minute-
ness, as well for the sake of the contrast they afford, as because every
fact or hint upon a subject so much involved in difficulty and doubt,
as the nature and history of this disease, may be deemed interesting,
even though from an unscientific pen. The result cannot be said to
prove any thing, except the inefficiency of every mode of treatment
yet discovered, to combat its attack successfully : if that has been
slight, the patient will probably recover, whether he takes or rejects
the usual remedies.  When it has been violent, as it commonly is
during the full sway of the disease, no remedy will prove effectual.

It did not unfrequently happen, as we had good reason to know,
that during the height of the distemper many persons merely affected by
the great heat, and seized with vertigo, have been supposed to be
affected with the reigning malady, and treated accordingly with the
cold affusion, and cooling medicines internally. These having reco-
vered, under this regimen, the public confidence in its use became
increased, and cold water and vinegar became specifics. A case in
point occurred in the tent where we were scated, on the same day
in which the cook died: a favourite servant of Dr. Jukes’s, while
presenting the kalleeoon*, suddenly turned pale, and before he
could regain the door, fcll down on his face. On being raised, his

* Kalleeoon, or Persian pipe, in which the smoke is drawn through water, by means
of a stalk ubout two feet long, instead of a pipe or snake of twelve or fourteen, as in the
Indian Hookah.
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countenance was ghastly, his limbs perfectly powerless, and no one
doubted that it was an attack of the epidemic. A little water being
sprinkled on his face he recovered; and after the exhibition of a
little medicine in the course of the day, he became perfectly well.
The case certainly resembled very strongly one of those sudden at-
tacks by which the cholera does its work, suspending the powers of
life as by a stroke of lightning ; and there can be no doubt that had
it occurred in town it would have been set down as a case, and re-
covery, from the prevailing epidemic.

On the 1st of September, the Mehmandar Feridoon Khan came
into camp, and pitched his tent near us. He represented the alarm
on the road to be very great; that many villages were totally de-
serted, particularly about Dalakee and Konar Tukht, where in
some instances they had set fire to their huts, and fled to the moun-
tains. At Cauzecroon, the deaths were seven or eight daily ; and
they had been firing guns, and making a great noise, to drive away
the distemper. The inhabitants had commenced the same at Shece-
rauz, with a view to prevent its arrival there; but the prince, on
hearing the noise, sent to put a stop to it, declaring they were fools
to act in such a manner before the enemy reached them ; and finally
assuring them, that he would cut off the ears of any one who should
continue such folly. The deaths in Bushire had by this time in-
creased to between twenty and thirty daily : on this day, in particu-
lar, twenty-five bodies were stated to have been carried out of the
gates.

On the 3d of September, Captain Wright, of the Hon. Com-
pany’s cruiser Vestal, was taken ill, and the following day he dicd.
This was the first case of the epidemic among the European commu-
nity here, and it threw some damp upon the party. Captain Wright
was, however, a man of very enfeebled constitution, and little able
to struggle with so formidable an enemy. The chief meerza* of the

% Meerza, Persian secretary. Meerza, when placed affer the nune signifies a prince,
as, Mahomed allee meerza ;- Hussun allee meerza ; and itis derived from thePersian com-
pound word ¢ ameerzadeh,” born of a chief or prince. When prefired to the name, as
meerza Moossa, meerza Hussun, &c. it signifies 2 man of learning, or of the pen. 1
never heard from whence it is derived.
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mission was also attacked, and several other cases occurred in camp,
and under our own immediate observation: the suddenness of the
attack, the immediate prostration of strength in the victim, with the
momentary bustle and interest which the blow creates in those imme-
mediately around, remind one of the casualties that take place in
the trenches, or in the works of a besieged place ; where men not
just in action are often struck down by the sharpshooters of their
-enemy.

The natives, we heard, with their usual superstitious belief in the
powers of the celestial bodies*, attributed the ravages of this discase
to the influence of the star Canopust, which became visible at this
time above the horizon, a little before sun-rise. This star, accord-
ing to the astrologers, possesses very extraordinary powers ; which
may be propitious; or otherwise, according to circumstances. In the
present case, unfortunately, they have a malignant operation ; but
as an instance of their possible utility, they assert that were its rays to
penetrate into a well, in which skins had been laid to soak previous to
tanning, they would not only complete at once the tedious operation,
but would convert them all into bhul khal, or what we term Russian
leather.

On the 6th of September abundance of mules arrived, and the
accounts received of the state of the roads in regard to the disease,
werc more encouraging. It was certain that the daily number of
deaths had begun to decrease, and that few new cases had of late
occurred.

The 8th was the Mahometan festival of the Eide ul Kourbaun,

# The faith of the Persians, and indeed of every Eastern people, in astrology, and
the power of the celestial bodies over the fate of human beings, is too well known to re-
quire much notice or illustration. The business of an astrologer is a very.common and
profitable one; for no one will commence any undertaking, however trifling, without
consulting their oracle for a fortunate day or hour. Several amusihg instances of Per-
sian credulity, and its effects, are related by Sir John Malcolm in his History of Persia,
vol.ii.; and among them, not the least striking is that of the Persian ambassador Abdool
Nubbee Khan, who, on his way to India, when about to embark, was forced by the in-
stances of his astrologers, to have several walls broken down, that he might leave the
town without facing most malignant, but snvisible constellation, which would, in such
case, have marred his good fortune during the whole expedition.

t+ Canopus, called by the Persians and Arabians, Zoheil.
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in commemoration of the sacrifice of Isaac consented to by Abra-
ham. Sheep and goats are at this time slain in abundance ; but men
of consequence, princes and governors of the land, slay a camel.
Such is the case at Tehran, Sheerauz, Tabreez, and the other courts
and governments. All guests of rank, and the principal attendants,
are presented with pieces of the flesh roasted on the spot, which
they eat with avidity. It is affirmed that the quantity of animals
sacrificed is so great, that the inhabitants cannot consume them be-
fore the flesh spoils; and that some of the wilder mountain tribes
come down, carry away thc carcases, and dry them in the sun for
future consumption.

Arrangements were now commenced for our departure; but the
Persians are so superstitious, particularly when they have any under-
taking of consequence in view, that it is difficult to bring them to
commence it. The length of time we had already been detained
was highly detrimental to the mulecteers, as their hire was not to
commence until we should have moved ; but not even the force of
intercst could prevail against that of superstition. We could not
be ready to march the next day, and they strongly objected to that
following, which was the 13th of their month, a most unlucky one
for commencing a journey; and our servants, in corroboration of
this, reminded us, that it was on a 13th of the month we had com-
menced our unprospegous voyage from Bombay ; that the same un-
propitious day had been that of our departure from Muscat: and that
the ill success of these two attempts was conclusive against breaking
ground again under such unlucky auspices. So it was at length sct-
tled that our first march should be made upon the 11th of Septem-
ber, and the 14th of their month.

The diseasc was on this day stated to have so far ceased in town,
that no deaths had occurred. From the most authentic accounts we
could obtain, it appeared that the total number of deaths by cholera
in Bushire during the prevalence of the epidemic, did not much
exceed four hundred, being an average of thirteen or fourteen daily.
At the period of the greatest moitality, however, the deaths amounted
to thirty and forty, and once even to forty-three in one day. The

K
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population of Bushire does not exceed ten thousand souls, but a
considerable proportion of these left the town on the first alarm; so
that in calculating the fatal effects of the distemper, the aggregate
of deaths must be divided among a greatly diminished number ; and
cven with this qualification, comparatively speaking, the result will
not appear very calamitous.

The city of Bussora did not escape so well; the effects of the
-epidemic there were dreadful. The population of that place is cal-
culated not to exceed fifty thousand persons, and in spite of deser-
tions to the country, twelve thousand of these, we were informed,
had fallen its victims. Even admitting great exaggerations in this
statement, the number swept away must have been very great; for
both at this time, and subsequently, we reccived accounts from its
English inhabitants that authorised the most gloomy conclusions.
The deadly and rapid effects of the disease had created so uncon-
trolable an alarm, that the nearest ties of kindred were unheeded ;
and all who had strength and money fled from the town, regardless
of the state of those they left behind, and abandoning their sick re-
latives, without remorse or pity, to their fate. The dead were left
where they fell, in the streets, or in the houses, until they became
a greater source of horror and alarm than the diseasc; when such as
were able, had those bodies which would bear it, carried to the bury-
ing grounds. Those in a more offensive state were interred where
they lay, without respect or ceremony. The authorities had all
fled, without taking any precaution for preserving the internal
peace of the city, or making a single attempt to check the pro-
gress of the distemper, still less to administer assistance or com-
fort to those who were afflicted by it. At last the discase had
flagged for want of food, and gradually died away : the people then
slowly and fearfully returned to learn their losses, and few therce
were who had not suffered sorely. Some families were totally swept
away ; others had but few of their members left. One instance in
particular was related of a house that had contained thirty-two per-
sons ; it wasattacked, andtwenty-nine victims perished. The gentle-
man who sent us this account was then himself just recovering from
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a severe fit of the disease, which, he said, had affected him less than
the scenes of horror he had necessarily been witness to. It was ad-
ded, that the distemper was in full progress up the Tigris, and had
nearly reached Bagdad, where there was cvery reason to fear that its
ravages would be dreadful.

This day, also, we learnt by report, for the first time, that the
disease had reached Sheerauz, but had considerably abated all along
the road to that city. :

The weather, from the period of our arrival here, was intensely
hot. The thermometer ranged during the heat of the day, in my tent,
from 103° to 109", but the distress occasioned by this heat was va-
rious, according to the quarter from whence the wind blew. A
southerly wind produced a suffocating dampness, which was more
disagreeable than the northwesters, though they too sometimes blew
hot and parching enough. During the first days of August, in the
mornings, the mercury seldom fell below 86° or 87°; but about the
end of that month, and the beginning of September, the nights be-
came cooler, and the thermometer fell sometimes to from 75° to 70°
before sunrise. The wind was not only unpleasant from its parch-
ing quality, but because it often was loaded with a quantity of fine
sand, which, covering ourselves and every thing about us with dust,
quite banished all personal comfort ; indeed those who set a high
value upon that possession, will do well to avoid encamping on the
sands of Bushire in the months of July, August, or September.

K 2
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CHAP. 1IV.

THE MISSION LEAVES BUSHIRE. — PERSIAN MODE OF TRAVELLING, EQUIPMENT, AND
) COSTUME. — ASPECT OF THE DUSHTISTAN, STERILE AND DREARY. — RATACITY OF THE
OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT. — INSTANCES. — MODES OF ASSESSING PRODUCE OF LAND, —
TAX ON IRRIGATION. ~— TEMPERATURE OF A SPRING AT DALAKEE, = VALUE OF DATE
GARDENS. —STATE OF ROADS. — ASCENT OF COTHUL-E-MULLOO. =— COTHUL-E-KUMAU-
RIDGE. — CHANGE OF TEMPERATURE. — KAUZEROON, = CANNAUTS. — PRODUCTS OF
THF. VALLEY.— HORSES, — WRESTLERS. =~ RIKD~CATCHFERS, =~ MAHMOOD SUNNIE ROB-
BERS. = SHATIPORE., = INTELLIGENCE OF CHOLERA AT SHEERAUZ ’I:O AN ALARMING AND
FATAL EXTENT. — TIHE PRINCE'S HAREM AFFECTED., — SEVERAL LADIES DIE, —THE
PRINCE’S MOTHER DIES. — HE FLIES FROM THE CITY.— HIS MINISTERS AND CHIEF OF~
FICERS FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE.— THE CITY IS DESERTED.-— THE MISSION BECOMES
STATIONARY AGAIN., — MULETEERS AND SERVANTS UNWILLING 10 PROCELED. — THE
AUTHOR, :ON FULL DELIBERATION, DETERMINES TO ATTEMPT PROCEEDING ALONE, —
PERSIAN AND INDIAN SERVANTS COMPARED.-—THE AUTHOR LEAVES THE MISSION AND
SETS OUT. — DOOCUTER AND PEERAZUN PASSES. — SHEERAUZ WINE AND VINEYARDS. —
MEET PARTIES OF ARMED EELS, AND PERSONS FLYING FROM THE EPIDEMIC. — REACH
THE DEPOPULATED CITY, AND JOIN AN ENGLISH PARTY IN THE GARDENS OF THE JEHAN

NUMAH.

O~ the 11th of September, at three o’clock in the afternoon, we
made our first movement, by striking and loading the tents. The
first march of a journey in this, as in most countries, is always
marked with something of uproar and confusion ; things have not
found their proper places ; people do not understand one another, or
draw togcther ; loads have not been well arranged, nor baggage pro-
perly packed ; servants are noisy, unreasonable, and discontented ; the
muleteers ill-humoured, brutal, and violent. There can be no more
unpleasant office than that of marshalling the movements of a
large travelling party in Persia, particularly composed of such heterc-
geneous materials as ours; neither can a more picturesque spectacle,
on a small scale, be seen than that of such a caravan getting into
motion. The variety and richness of costume may not be so great
as that displayed on a similar occasion in India; yet the grotesque
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of the figures, and the varicty in character and expression, almost
compensate for the lesser prevalence of magnificence and splendid
colouring.

The Persian equips himself for riding in a pair of very wide
trowsers, of any colour, but frequently of red cloth, which envelope
in their folds a large proportion of his under garments, and which,
tied around the ancles by a band for the purpose, become capable of
being thrust into a very wide and clumsy pair of boots, made of a
reddish leather, or, if the owner can afford it, of bhulkhal * or
Russian leather. These give to his nether-man a peculiar bunch-
like appearance, to which he adds, by cramming into the wide re-
servoir they form, as into pockets, all such things as he may require
about his person, or may become possessed of upon the road. His
kabba (the outer garment of his ordinary dress) is tucked up before,
so as to display this bulky concern, and leave his movements as free
as possible ; and over all is worn a barounee, or oeema ; the former,
confined to men of some rank, is an ample cloak, with large sleeves,
that shrouds the whole person, and is made according to the fancy
and means of the wearer, of coarse or fine broad-cloth, of shawl, or
even of velvet, lined with every kind of material, from the richest
firs down to the coarsest chintz, and embroidered, often very richly,
with silk, gold, orsilver. 'The latter is more commonly used, and is
more exclusively calculated for riding. It somewhat resembles a
lady’s riding habit, fitting tight to the shape, from the neck to
the waist; where it is gathered into plaits, and swells out above
the girdle, falling in ample folds to the feet. It is generally made of
broad-cloth, varying in quality, as well as in the richness of the em-
broidery with which it is ornamented, according to the ability of its
owner. Those who cannot afford these more suitable and expensive
habiliments, protect themselves from the cold by cloaks of felt, or
coarse woollen fabrics, or sheepskin pelisses, which reach but to the
thighs ; and, occasionally, by ample wrappers made of the same ma-

* I rather believe that this word is a corruption from Bulghar, the name by which the
place in Russia, from whence this leather reaches Persia, is known.
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terial having the leathery side worn outwards, (called poosteens *)
which envelope the person, and cffectually protect it against every
thing but the severest cold. Such as are peaceful content them-
selves with this array, in all its varietics ; but the majority, being mar-
tially disposed, accoutre themselves not only with a sword, gun, pistols,
and dagger, but hang about their girdle, shoulders, and other parts of
their apparel, powder-horns, cartridge-boxes, and sundry anomalous
“receptacles for ammunition. The pistols are sometimes bestowed in
holsters, and sometimes are twisted in the girdle. The gun, a most
truculent looking weapon, is slung at the back. The black sheep-
skin cap stuck upon the head, in various attitudes, and of all dimen-
sions, is admirably calculated to set off the ficrce looks of the bearded
and whiskered owner ; and the Persian, mounted on his lofty saddle,
whatever be the steed it presses, seems to consider himself as lord of
the universe, and assumes an air of insolence only to be curbed by
the authority of his master.

About seven in the evening, by the light of a brilliant moon,
our party, accoutred in all the variety of this wild costume, com-
menced their march ; the muletecrs hallooing, swearing, and quar-
relling about their loads, the furoshes and other servants complain-
ing, and remonstrating in just as loud a tone; the mule bells jing-
ling; the horses frightened with the uproar, neighing, breaking loosc,
kicking and fighting ; figures already mounted, worthy of the pencil
of Salvator Rosa, spurring here and there, endcavouring to restore
order with their whips, and to silence the brawlers; cvery thing in
motion, glancing, sparkling in the bright moonlight, composed a scene
of animation and barbarous bustle highly interesting. After much de-
lay the cavalcade moved off the ground, and, soon after, the Euro-
pean party, with their immediate attendants, mounted and followed.

Journies at this season in Persia are always made in the night,
the beasts of burthen, as well as their owners, thus avoiding the
heats of the. day, during which the former feed quietly; and the
muleteers, who generally mount upon the lightest-loaded beasts, and

* From poost, a skin.
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fall asleep, or quietly smoke their calleeoons *, are always desirous to
get in motion as carly as possible in the evening, that they may en-
joy themselves, and avoid being forced into rapid motion ; their only
object being to arrive at their ground about sunrise the next morning.
Thus it is found comfortable, for those who can afford to travel with
the necessary apparatus, to remain for some time on the ground,
after the baggage has quitted it ; by which means they may proceed
at a quicker and less wearisome pace than that of the cattle, and
halt at some convenient spot on the road, where a dish of coffee may
be prepared, and a nap, if required, be taken, both excellent prevent-
ives against the very painful propensity to sleep that so often assails
the traveller, when moving slowly along, so powerfully as hardly
to be resisted. During the time thus employed, his servants
arrive at the halting place, and the master finds all ready for his ac-
commodation when he reaches it.

Nothing can have a more uninteresting, and even depressing
effcct, than the appearance of that part-of the province of Fars,
through which the road leads from Bushire to Dalakee, called
the Dushtistin, or flat country. At this season it was peculiarly
so, every vegetable production being burnt up, and nothing green
meeting the eye, save an occasional grove of date trees, or a
few tamarisk or caper-bushes, half smothered in dust. The road
passes through a succession of low sand-hills, and patches of
clayey soil; the latter being sufficiently fertile, and yielding good
crops, when water for irrigation can be procured ; although where
that is not the case, it is as sterile and barren as the sand itself.
Every thing is dircctly the contrary of that which would be sought
for the fit habitation of man ; yet, in this desolate region, where the
intensity of heat seems calculated to curdle and destroy his facultics,
he is found brave and independent, like his great ancestor ; his hand
against every man, and every man’s hand against him. Lven the
power of the most absolute of kings excrcised but questionable and
imperfect authority over the tribes of the Dushtistan. Villages are to
be found wherever therc is water; poor and wretched, but con-

* Calleeoons, or calleedns, the Persian pipe.  Vide note, p. 62.
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taining semibarbarous inhabitants in considerable abundance ; their
food a few dates, and a bit of barley bread. Milk, indeed, is abun-
dant, and they possess flocks of shecp, reared chiefly for sale, and
breed a number of horses, which, though not so celebrated as those
of Nejed, or Bahrein, are nevertheless very highly esteemed. To
the traveller, however, on this route, nothing of an enlivening de-
scription presents itself; the villages are rarely in view, and are at
best but collections of date-tree huts, so small and wretched as to be
scarcely discernible from the inequalities of the ground ; the roofless
remains, too, and broken walls of such as have been destroyed by the
tyranny of their rulers, here and there occur; or the ancient burying-
grounds, pointing out where man had been. Every thing we saw
and heard strongly indicated that the government is even a more
bitter enemy to the people’s prosperity than their churlish soil.
A trait, illustrative of the rapacity of the princes and governors

of the country, came to our knowledge at Boorauzgoon (or Brauze-
joon), a considerable town on the road. We were deisrous to pur-
chase horses; and the sheikh of the place brought, among others
of his own, as well for sale as for show, an uncommonly beautiful
and perfect white Arabian, of the best blood. We admired his make
and proportions, but observing that he bore marks of firing on both
his fore legs, expressed to his master our regret that so fine an ani-
mal should be unsound. The sheikh smiled, and made no reply;
but one of our own people, who knew the truth, told us that the horse
was not only young and sound, but that the owner would not part
with him on any terms, and had only made these marks to save his
property from the rapacity of the prince, who, should he hear of so
beautiful an animal without blemish, would certainly get possession
of him, on some pretence orother. In following up the subject,
they gave an amusing account of the tricks and finesses to which
great men will have recourse, in order to obtain their ends.- A per-.
son skilled in such jobs may be dispatched, on the part of the prince,
to the owner of the coveted animal, with a complimentary message,
declaring how high a sense is entertained of his zeal and services ; or
he may present himself as a private friend, desirous of informing
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him of the favourable sentiments of his prince towards him. In the
course of conversation he artfully introduces the subject of horses ;
and if the master be off his guard, this probably leads him to pro-
duce the animal he takes pride in; but should he be aware of the
‘snare, and hold off, the other takes care to let him understand that he
is informed of the treasure he possesses, and expresses a desire to see
him: he praises him, and hints how much his interests might be
advanced by making a present of so fine an animal to his master.
If this bait will not take, he declares that the prince has heard of his
horse, and wishes to purchase him at the owner’s own price; so that
the poor man is compelled to part with his property, either as a pre-
sent, for which he has no return, or, what is equivalent, for a price
which is never paid. Should he prefer braving the prince’s dis-
pleasure, and retaining his favourite, oppression and loss of favour,
place, and probably of property, would be the consequence. Or if
the owner was too powerful to be thus treated, an experienced thief
would be sent, who sooner or later would succeed in purloining the
animal ; and his former master, at his next attendance at court,
might see the prince mounted on what had been his property, with-
out daring to claim, or in any way to notice the circumstance. The
only safety lies in feeing high, and coming to an understanding with
the messenger, who may then give to his master a false report: but
this will not always succeed ; for the prince, distrusting his servant,
would, in all probability, send another, who in his turn would re-
quire to be bribed, till the tax became so oppressive that the unfor-
tunate owner would be glad to part with his property on any terms.
Perfect concealment is the only real security; or inflicting, as in the
present case, a blemish, to deform what nature has madc perfect.
I myself remember a case, where a man who had taken to Shecrauz a
fine Arabian horse, which would have sold for more than a thousand
rupees, was so beset by the prince’s myrmidons, on the part of their
master, that he was glad at last to smuggle his horse beyond the
walls, and accept the sum of three hundred rupees from an English
officer on the spot, who happened to require one.
L
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At the village of Dalakee we made some enquiry regarding the
local modes of assessing the produce of the land. Dates being, as
in Arabia, a very principal produce, an average value is placed upon
the return of each tree, and according to this the tax is collected.
Each full grown tree is calculated to yield a hashmee* maund of
fruit which is worth to the proprietor two or two and a half rupees ;
and on this the duty is one mahomedeet, or eight pool-e-sizhs ; onc
eighth of which goes to the registrar, or village accountant, and the
rest to the governor of the district for the crown.

Wheat and barley are most commonly assessed according to the
number of animals employed in the cultivation ; thus, for so much
ground as can be tilled by the labour of a single ass, the farmer pays
eight rupees, and for a mule or horse, 16 rupees: they calculate,
that in common scasons, and tolerable soil the labour of an ass
should produce sixty hashmee maunds of wheat or barley ; the first
worth two rupees, the second worth one rupeef per maund. The tax
on this is collected in various ways, dependent on local circumstances

. * A hashmee maund is equal to sixteen tabreez maunds of 73lbs. each, or about
1161bs. English,

+ The tomaun of the Dushtistan is equal to 16 Persian rupees, and one mahomedee ;
each rupee 7 mahomedees ; cach of which in turn contains 8 pool-e-sinhs (black money,
a certain copper coin); consequently a tomaun contains 904 pool-e-sighs.

1 It may be well to say a few words upon the currency of Persia. The coins chicily
used in circulation are tomauns, ducats, rupees (or reals), abbassees or shahees, and
pool-e-siahs. It is not easy to state the exact value of these coins, because it is disturbed
by the state of exchange between India and Europe. Taking the former, however, as a
point to start from, we may calculate as follows.

The exchange with India varies, but may be quoted at 182 @ 184 Persian rupees,
for 100 rupees of Bengal. 'Therefore, as the Bengal sicca rupee is intrinsically worth
about two shillings and a penny sterling, the Persian may be taken at sixteen pence half-
penny.

1 Tomaun = 8 Persian reals, or rupecs (they are the same) = £00 11s. 00d.
1 Ducat (called by the Persians bujaolee) =6 reals or rupees = 00 8 3

The number of abbassees in a real differ in different provinces, but are in general
from five to six, and there are about as many pool-e-siahs in each abbassee ; the former, when
found, for it is not current every where, is of silver ; the latter are lumps of copper, heavy
and shapeless, with a few letters stamped upon one side. The above mode of valuing the
silver coinage depreciates the gold too much to agree with European exchange, since
the real value of a ducat is about nine shillings and three-pence.
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and the mode of cultivation. At Dalakee the cultivation' of the
village is irrigated from a large spring the property of government,
and each date tree or field is assessed at so much for the use of the
water. I Tafterwards observed considerable variations in the modes
of collection, affecting diffcrent parts of the country, but the rate of
government dues were every where pretty much the same.

The price of date trees here appears from our information to
bear no due proportion to the value of their yearly produce.- A
garden of an hundred date trees, we were assured, might be pur-
chased for five hundred rupees, being not more than two year’s
purchase: if there be truth in this, it would be interesting to ascer-
tain the cause of so great a depreciation, which we had not oppor-
tunity to do; insecurity of property can hardly be deemed sufficient to
account for it.

The dates of Dalakee have the preference, in point of richness
and flavour, over all in the Dushtistin. The spring whence they are
irrigated issues from a hollow ravine in the mountains, close to the
village, in a tull stream of perhaps five inches square flowing rapidly ;
it bears a temperature of 87°, on its first appearance, at a]l seasons ;
and in winter is termed a warm spring. It is perfectly limpid, but
possesses a slightly alkaline taste, acquired, perhaps, from the calca-
reous rock through which it forces its way.

The range of the thermometer in the Dushtistan, during the day,
was from 103° to 105°; at night it was considerably lower, but we
could not observe it accurately, becausc we were travelling.  Leslie’s
hygrometer sunk at Brauzejoon to 180°. Dalakee is, indeed, prover-
bially hot, even in the Dushtistan, being situated under the hills, from
the bare rocks of which the rays of the cloudless sun are powcrfully
reverberated ; the suffocating heat thus produced with its finc supply
of water, are supposed to be the principal causes of the cxcellence
of its dates, which require a very high temperature for their perfect
maturation.

The greatest portion of the road between Dalakee and Cauzeroon
is of so extraordlnary a character, that I am surprized it has not
attracted in a greater degree the observation of travellers, and

L2
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called forth more particular descriptions. When it is remembered,
that this is the high road from the principal sea-port of an extensive
empire, through one of its most important provinces, to all its principal
towns, as well as to its capital, it is more than astonishing that
government, or even that the individuals most interested in its safety
and facility should have permitted it to remain in so impracticable
and dangerous a state, as we now find it to be. It is true, that during
the rule of the Suffavean dynasty, the most prosperous period of the
Persian empire, and that of nearly all the most useful and ornamental
works to be found within its boundaries, this road was not in use.
The chief sea-ports being then Bunderabbassee, and Congoon ; the
road led through another line; but I cannot learn, that it is much
better, or bears the marks of human assistance; and had a disposition
to such improvement existed, it would have appeared singular that
Kurreem Khan when he embellished Sheerauz, and constructed many
works of utility, for the benefit of his favourite capital and province,
should not have ameliorated the condition of one of its most im-
portant roads; or that, among the individuals who have expended
large sums on the ercction of caravanserais for the accommodation of
travellers, none should have been found disposed to lessen their
danger and difficulties, by improving, in some degree, this, as well as
many other painful and hazardous passes in the Persian empire.
Mr. Scott Waring tells us, that the losses in cattle and merchandize,
sustained by Hadjee Mahomed Hoossain, a great merchant, whose
caravans passed continually along this road, induced him to build a
bridge over a torrent in the Cothul-e-Mulloo, and to repair the
road in the pass of the Doochter; and, after travelling the road,
one becomes less surprized at the Hadjee's liberality, than astonished
that he, or other merchants, should have permitted the remainder of
this road to remain in its present state. This, and every thing else of
the kind, shows the extreme reluctance of government as well as of
individuals, to lay out money in this country in undertakings, un-
productive of immediate .return. The insccurity of property, which
gives rise to this reluctance, is the bane of this wretched land.
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¥rom the moment the traveller quits the plains, and enters on
the ascent of Cothul-e-Mulloo, a mile from Dalakee, he begins to
wind up the side of a steep mountain, amongst huge fragnients of
rock ; or in the angle formed by the projection of strata from the
cliff, upon an inclined plane, polished to dangerous smoothness, by
the continual passage of caravans; on which his horse often slips
and stumbles. Sometimes the path ascends and descends in the most
capricious undulations ; winding among chaotic masses hurled from
the peaks above, which seemn to forbid a passage to either man or
beast. It is impossible to conceive wilder forms than those assumed
by this mountainous chain, and the masses that compose it; whole
angles of a mountain have crumbled into fragments, and fallen into
the deep ravine below, forming promontories of ruins ; and the harder
strata, defying the weather that has washed all softer substances away,
might be seen projecting at various angles, in gigantic ledges, under
which armies might find shelter; and stretching in continued lines
across ridges and ravines, as far as the view extended ; only broken
by the violent action of the mountain torrents — a massive peak, in
another quarter, was seen cleft as if it were freshly done, giving to
view its very bowels, and the huge features of its internal formation ;
while the dismembered portion hung still in air, threatening destruc-
tion to all below. No soil covers these rocks, no verdure enlivens
them; a few bushes of the melancholy and leafless wild almond, that
twist their roots among the fissures, comprize almost the whole of the
vegetable world to be found here at this scason. The pass ends in a
sharp ascent up the breast of one of the highest masses, among the
rocks that have mouldered from its brow; from one to another of
which our horses had frequently to step, at the hazard of slipping
into the chasm between. It was wonderful to observe the progress
of our mules up this difficult pass; they claimed no assistance from
their drivers, but on the contrary seemed to reject it, as worse than
useless ; they picked their path with care, pushing up places almost
perpendicular, and stepping with great quickness and perfect certainty
from one fragment to another, until they reached a spot where they
might stop to breathe ; and have such loads as had shifted in the
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exertion re-adjusted ; and the sagacity with which they discovered
whether a narrow pass, between the rocks, or round a point, afforded
sufficient room for their loads, was truly astonishing. When it is
recollected that most of these animals had a weight of full three
hundred pounds upon the back, some idea may be formed of their
strength and powers of endurance. Camels also go up and down
these passes, but they carry small loads, or none, and are often dis-
_abled on the way, and left to perish; a fact proved by several car-
cases which lay by the road as we passed. It was, perhaps, little
less worthy of notice, to see with what fearless unconcern the Persian
riders urged their horses over this rough ground ; many of them never
dismounted at all, but rode with perfect composure across the most
dangerous places, where a false step would have been destruction ;
and well did their wild figures harmonize with the scene. It was one
altogether so different from any thing Kuropean, that no adequate
idea of it can be conveyed by mere description.

'The approach to Cothul-e-Kumauridge, lies through a long tract
of bad road, but neither so dangerous or difficult as that last described.
When we reached it by a bright moonlight, the immediate entrance
to the pass, although differing widely in character from that of
Mulloo, was extremely imposing and grand — the mountains were
not so lofty, but they were cleft into more confused yet separate
masses, the strata of which were often very clearly defined, the rock
was of a more destructible nature, and soil was more abundant; and
as the mountain sides along which the path ascended were very
precipitous, the debris from their summits lay less on the road; but
their fantastic shapes, thrown into broad and powerful masses of light
and shadow, gave a visionary majesty to the scene, that made it in-
finitely impressive. The path arose from this grand confusion, sharp
and abrupt, winding along the edges of most awful precipices, where
onc would not have imagined that a goat would have found footing:
and while admiring the courage of the man who first ventured along
its dangerous tract with loaded beasts, it was curious to speculate
upon the chance which must first have led to its discovery; even now,
that many years have proved its safety, one cannot but shudder, to
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mark the animals treading their rapid but careful way amon.g frag-
ments or steps worn in the rock, along the verge of a horrid abyss.
The latter part is particularly rugged ; and, upon the whole, although
I have seen much of mountainous scenery, and passes, I can remem-
ber none dcemed practible for beasts of burthen, that, considering
their great extent, exceed in roughness and difficulty, the cothuls of
Mulloo and Kumauridge.

The temperature, after ascending these cothuls, was found to
have undergone a great alteration: the thermometer, at two in the
morning, stood at 73". — at half-past five, at 64°.

The traveller will, I think, be disappointed both in the city and
plains of Kauzeroon ; the former is little more than a heap of ruins,
without one object of curiosity or interest; the latter, at this time,
looked parched and arid ; but there is great deal of wheat and barley
cultivated in their season, the irrigation of which is principally
carried on by means of cannauts, there being little or no natural
water in the valley. These cannauts or subterraneous eanals have
frequently been described, and constitute almost the only species of
improvement requiring outlay, still occasionally carried on in Persia ;
because the property thus acquired is protected, and the profit con-
siderable, and not very remote ; indeed they are most commonly con-
structed by persons in authority, who dispose of the water thus brought
to the surtace, at very high rates. Several new ones have been lately
made in the Kauzeroon valley ; and some notion may be formed of
the value of such property, when it is understood that the small
stream at Dalakee brings in arevenue of four thousand rupees a year;
and that one cannaut lately opened by Kulb Allee Khan, governor of
Kauzeroon, affords a stream at least five or six times more considerable.
Among other uses, it serves to irrigate a garden, which contains some
of the finest orange trees both bitter and sweet, shaddock, lime, and
pomegranate trees, that can be found in the country. Oranges do not
come to perfection upon the elevated table land of Persia, any further
north than this; but they are found in abundance on the banks of
the Caspian.
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Kauzeroon is a considerable mart for horses, which are bred in
the vicinity ; and which having a considerable share of Arab blood,
are well esteemed: but at this time, the place had been drained of
its best, by purchases made for mounting our cavalry in India.

Kauzeroon is likewise cclebrated for its pehlewans, or wrestlers ;
and for a class of bird-catchers who practise a curious mode of taking
sparrows and other small birds. The feats of the first have often
been described ; and to those who have seen the wrestlers of India,
they will not appear very extraordinary. The mode of catching
sparrows is ingenious ; and, if taken merely from description, would
appear to depend on a species of fascination, which the persons
practising it exercise, commanding, as it is said, the birds to enter
their nets.  The fact, however, is simply as follows: observation has
shown, that the birds return in flocks from their feeding places to
roost, at a certain hour, and in certain directions ; and a net so con-
trived as to be raised on cnd by a person concealed, is placed in
this line: a number of stakes are planted also along the line, in two
rows, but they do not appear to be of any further use than to assist
the deception. When the flight of sparrows approach, another per-
son, also concealed, flings over them a clod or stone, uttering at the
same moment a shrill cry like that of a hawk, on which the little
animals immediately sink, and fly close to the ground through the
opening where the net is placed; this is tilted up, and sometimes
onc, sometimes a number of sparrows are taken. But they do not
always succeed well ; and on the occasion when they exhibited for our
amusement, they assuredly were not eminently successful.

In the vicinity of this place, and of Shapore, are to be found
the principal haunts of the tribe of robbers called mahmood sunnies,
who for a long time have been very troublesome, committing great
depredations upon travellers ; and I made some enquiries as to their
history, though without much success. They are divided, I was in-
formed, into four separate teers, or smaller tribes ; the Dushman-
Zeearees, the Iowees, the Pehwendeh, and the Roostumees. Maho-
med Reza Khan is chief of the whole, and Wullee Khan is the next
in importance. The former resides in Faaleeoon, near Ardacoon, the
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latter at, or in the close vicinity of the Quilla Suffeed. A-i)loody
feud exists between them and the Kauzeroonees, of which tribe Kulb
Allce Khan, the governor, is chief: and this has lately been aggra-
vated by the murther of Shums-u-Deen, a person of importance in
the latter tribe, who was treacherously shot by Moolla Mahmood, a
Mahmood sunnie, not far from Kauzeroon, because he was obnoxious
to that tribe on account of the activity he had shewn in repressing
their disposition to plunder. The murtherer fled to Sheerauz, where he
was followed and slain in the same manner, at the entrance of'a mosque,
by Mahomed Allee, a servant of Shums-u-Deen. This man was seized
and brought before the prince, who, upon questioning him, and
learning the particulars of his late master’s murther, with his mo-
tives for what he had done, permitted him, in the first place to de-
part unharmed; but the brother of the deceased having gone to
Sheerauz, and thrown himsclf at the prince’s feet, beseeching him
to give up to his vengeance the murtherer of his brother ; the prince,
cither careless about the event, or disliking to oppose the tribe,
yielded ; and the Mahmood sunnies put him to death upon the spot.
This unrevenged blood has placed between the tribes a deadly and
exasperated feud ; and thus one murther entails a sequel of blood-
shed, beyond what the most clearsighted can predict. The Kauze-
roonees view their enemies with a feartul as well as a jealous eye; for
a predatory tribe like theirs have it in their power to inflict upon
their more settled neighbours much serious loss ; and at all events to
keep them most disagreeably on the alert. Of late, however, these
plunderers have been under more control. A murther and robbery
of some consequence, committed a little while before our arrival, had
so far roused the government of Sheerauz, that the prince sent out
a party to seize the perpetrators; and they fortunately succeeded in
making prisoners three of them, with a number of their wives and
children. This soon brought them to terms; some cattle that had
been stolen from Kulb Allee Khan, were instantly restored, with a
request that he would intercede with the prince for them: a kind of
agreement was in consequence entered into with them, by -which
they pledged themselves to abstain from plunder on the road ; and
M
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there is now less danger from them than before. The expedient of
capturing the women and children has always been found one of the
most effectual for bringing barbarous tribes to terms. It was success-
fully resorted to in India with the Bheels and Meres ; and as being the
most humane as well as most cfficient means, deserves the utmost
attention wherever it may be practicable.

Although the road be pretty secure from these banditti, it is not
considered by any means safe to wander about the neighbourhood
of Kauzeroon, unguarded; and, on a visit which we made to the
ruins of Shahpore, and the sculptures near it, we were not only
forced to carry a considerable party of the people belonging to Mcer
Allee Khin, a chief of Lels¥*, friendly to the Kauzeroonees ; but even
with their protection were admonished to dispatch our operations
with all possible cclerity, for fear of attracting the notice of such
Mahmood sunnie parties as might be lurking in the necighbourhood.

Of Shahpore, sufficient accounts have been given by Mr. Morier,

‘olonel Johnstone, and others; and as no new discoveries have been
made, 1 shall say nothing on the subject. There can be little doubt
that the great valley, fertilized by the Shahpore river, was at one
time widely and highly cultivated. The numerous water courses that
have formerly been fed by its waters, though now choked up, suffi-
ciently attest this; and there was still a considerable extent of rice
cultivation, beautifully green, bordering the river, but not a village
could be seen ; and although there was far more vegetation and herb-
age about the place than we had hitherto seen in Persia, it wore an
air of extreme desolation. It is matter of surprise, that the city and
population, which this valley once undoubtedly contained, should have
been removed, as appears to have been the case, to the comparatively
barren plain, -and unfavourable situation of Kauzeroon. That place
indeed is fast following the fate of its greater predecessor ;- although

* Kels, Kelhaut, or Illeyaut, for it is written in all these ways, is the term which de-
signates the wandering tribes of Persia. Eel, in Persian, is the singular, Eclhaut is
plural. Eelhauts therefore in English would be incorrect. 1 have thought it the most unex-

ceptionable way to adopt the Persian singular, and to use the English termination of s
to make it plural,
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from being upon the direct road to Sheerauz, it will probably.always
retain a certain limited population.

Whilst we were preparing to proceed on our journey, authentic
intclligence was brought to camp that the epidemic cholera had now
certainly appeared at Sheerauz, and in a very violent manner, hav-
ing first broken out in the prince’s harem ; and that the prince had
been so much alarmed at this, that he had fled from the city, and
taken up his quarters in tents at some distance; intending thus to*re-
main, until the disorder should abate. This information afforded suffi-
cient ground for delaying our departure, until the arrival of further in-
telligence ; the more particularly, as the business of the mission having
originated with the court of Sheerauz, it would have been indecorous,
if not impossible, to proceed without an interview with the prince.
Each succeeding day confirmed the truth of the news, and the pro-
pricty of our determination to continue where we were.

The disease had in fact, appeared first in the royal harem, where
its first victim was one of the prince’s wives, who died soon after she
was attacked. Two eunuchs, and first one, atterwards two more
Georgian ladies rapidly succeceded. Several others of lesser note were
also taken ill; and the deaths speedily amounted to thirteen. The
alarm became so great that the prince ordered a general move, send-
ing several of his women to the gardens about town, and preparing
himself with others of his family to quit the place. While these pre-
parations were on foot, the prince’s mother herself was seized with
the complaint, and almost immediately expired. Her son was so
much alarmed and shocked at this, that while she was yet in agony,
he mounted his horse, and quitting the palace, fled to the country ;
leaving the rest to follow as they might. The ministers and chiefs
rapidly followed his example, and the town and its inhabitants were
left to their fate.

Had all Sheerauz, with its inhabitants, been swallowed up or
swept from the face of the earth, the sensation produced would not
have been more overwhelming, than that which the death of this
princess created. She had been the favourite wife of the king. Her
character and talents were of the first order, and had procured her

M 2
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the esteem and respect of all classes. It was she, in fact,who had go-
verned the province of Fars for the last twelve ycars ; and who had in
some degree counteracted the baneful effects of ministerial misma-
nagement. It was therefore no wonder that the death of such an in-
dividual, at a period of fear and doubt should make a strong im-
pression upon the public mind.
The disease was not long confined to the palace; it soon spread
. through the city ; and we were assured, that cighty of the inhabitants
fell its victims the first day ; certainly, deaths increased in frequency
very rapidly, for we were informed on the authority of a messenger
sent to the governor of Kauzeroon, that on the third day after the
first appearance of the distemper in the city, two hundred corpses
had been carried out of the gates, and many had been interred in the
cemeteries within its walls.  When it is recollected, that the popu-
lation of Sheerauz does not exceed five and thirty or forty thousand
souls, the violence of the disease may be conceived from this mortality,
even after allowing considerably for exaggeration. The whole city
now took the alarm, and every one who could procure the means of
-arriage, fled to the country, to the villages, or mountains around:
most of the nobles in attendance vn the court, and all the authorities,
except the governor of the place, were among the first to follow their
prince’s example.  The city was thus left in a very awkward situation,
without the means of maintaining its police, and excesses began to
be committed. The cpndcmlc had not as yet attacked the quartcr.s in-
habited by the Jews, and Armenians; and as these people are in the
habit of drinking strong liquors, many were disposed to attribute
their exemption from disease to this practice, and accordingly got
furiously drunk. Several, under the joint operation of the brandy and
their fears, ran raving about the strects in. paroxysms of terror ; while
others, rendered bold by their potations, imagined to themselves a
tangible foe, and called wildly aloud “where is this disease, this
* dreadful malady, let him shew himself, that I may fight and kill
“ him.”  All was consternation, confusion, and uproar.
On the 22d September, a person belonging to our Mehmandar,
with a native of credit and respectability, arrived in camp, and con-
firmed in its fullest extent, the account we had reccived of the ravages
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committed by the distemper. A dreadful calm had succeeded the
tumult that had reigned at first, the city had now become almost
deserted, the bazars were shut, and not a soul was to be seen in the
streets; but the avenues to the town were crowded with fugitives,
carrying with them such of their families and property as they could
snatch from the scene of death. Several quarters of the city were
totally deserted, and in others, the inhabitants who could not fly, had
locked themselves up in their houses, and gloomily awaited their fate.
In the ark *, or palace, not a soul was left; and you might have
walked through the deserted apartments of the harem unquestioned.
Many of the dead were interred in the town without form, and by the
hands of their friends, because none other could be procured to per-
form the rites of sepulture. The relater had seen two women employed
in burying a corpse, a thing unhcard of before.

Under these circumstances, the progress of the mission was, for
the time, in every way impracticable. The prince and his ministers
were too much distracted to attend to business, so that there was not
a chance of an audience ; and had it been even decided on, to pass by
Sheerauz, and leave the business of the mission to be transacted en-
tirely at Tehrén, it was by no means certain, that the necessary steps
for securing to it supplies and protection on the way, could be taken
by government. Had these obstacles not existed, the state of feeling
among our own servants, who were much alarmed at the idea of en-
countering the contagion, would alone have rendered it impossible to
move; for, though nothing was openly said, it was sufficiently ap-
parent, that the least demonstration of marching towards Sheerauz,
would occasion the desertion of great part of our suite ;- while situated
as we were, the means of compulsion were slenderly, if at all in our
power. On the other hand, some of our principal muleteers had
their families in Shecrauz ; and they would never have consented to
pass that place, without a halt. The chict of these men plainly told
Dr. Jukes, ¢« I cannot proceed without entering Shecrauz, and ascer-
“ taining the situation of my family ; if they are well, I will ride on,

* The word Ark means citadel, and as princes in the East generally live in fortified
places or citadels, the word from thence often comes to be applied to a palace.



86 RESOLVE TO PROCEED WITHOUT THE MISSION.

“ and join you; if not, if I find any of them gone, you have my mules
« and property, take, and do what you please with them, but you see
“ me no more. I will not return to you; I cannot; I care not what
« then becomes of me.”

Thus, there was no remedy, but that the mission should remain
where it was, until the minds of men, as well as the country, should
bBecome more settled.  With regard to myself, I was not preciscly in
the same situation ; the delay proposed would be to me a serious evil.
I had already lost too much valuable time, and I began serious] y to
consider, how far it might be practicable, even under present circum-
stances, to leave the mission, and continue my journey alone. There
were, indeed, many considerations that might render the step im-
prudent, and unadvisable. The unsettled state of the country, the
roads crowded with fugitives, under no constraint, and likely to take
such a moment for acting a lawless part, from the certainty of escap-
ing detection. The irritable state of the public mind, always intolerant
and bigoted at Shcerauz, and confessedly ill-disposed to Christians.
This too was the season, when the Eels or wandering tribes were in
motion, and considerable bodies were known to be upon the road to
Sheerauz ; and these were still more likely to take advantage of the
times, to attack and plunder such as they could master. Indeed, re-
ports of such robberies and murders had alteady begun to prevail.

All these considerations were anxiously represented to me by
many of the party ; and by none more zealously than the old gheber,
Moolla Feridoon, who was attached to the mission in a situation of con-
fidence he deserved ; and it may be conceived that they had their full
effect upon the minds of my servants, from whom I foresaw great
difficulty, in case I should decide on moving forward. Upon this
step, however, after much deliberation, Idetermined. The uncertainty
of the envoy’s operations, dependant as they were upon a timid
and fickle government, and the probability, that the disease would
precede the party on its road to Tehrian, as it had to Shee-
rauz, embarrassing every movement, and not to be outstript in
its progress ; all threatened so fatal a loss of time, that I pre-
ferred every risk that might be to be encountered, to the pro-
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bable delay; and accordingly commenced my preparatioils for
departure. On this occasion, I, for the first time, experienced
the difficulty of dealing with Persian servants. To those indeed
who have been accustomed to Indian servants, the contrast will be
very striking; for the characters of the two arc widely opposed.
The Indian is humble, submissive, and most respectful ; he takes no
liberty, will not even speak loud in your hearing, and avoids the
most distant approach to familiarity. The Persian, on the contrary, is
only to be kept within bounds by a decided tone, and grave de-
meanour in his master; the least relaxation in which is apt to oc-
casion presumption and troublesome familiarity : or he may continue
respectful in his master’s presence, but forgets all restraint when his
back is turned; and while yet within his hearing, will laugh, joke,
and romp with his fellows, with the most noisy turbulence.
He will make free with his master’s things, drink out of his water
vessel, and use his coffee and tobacco, as if they were his, by right ;
nor is he casily checked, even by remonstrance. All this is so much
at variance with the strict discipline of Indian attendance, that it is
very revolting at first to those who come from thence. Many who
have lived in the country, will, I doubt not, in some measure dissent
from these charges against Persian scrvants, but those in high situ-
ations, whether Europeans, or natives, shrouded as they are from
observation by the pomp that surrounds them, and guarantied from
insolence or familiarity by the awe of their authority, are not aware of
the excesses of their own or the servants of others; and cannot, in
fact, see so much of the manners of the people, as those who have
moved in a more humble walk of life. Fear restrains their dependants
from trespassing in the immediate presence of the great. Nothing can
be more humble and submissive than the demeanor of their servants
before them ; nothing more insolent and overbearing than their con-
duct in their absence. -

-It is not perhaps to be wondered at, if strangers and infidels as
we were, in-the estimation of the country, we should not be able to
command the best of servants ; or that those we did procure, knowing
their service to be but temporary, should endeavour to make the
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most of us while it lasted. In truth, those who reside at Bushire, and'
who make a practice of hiring themselves to strangers, are, as may
easily be conceived, from the nature of their service, the very worst
of their class to be found in the country. Such gentlemen as have
made it their residence, no doubt have generally been able to attach
domestics of a more respectable character, but I believe there are few
who will not allow that a greedy sharpsightedness after his own in-
terest, and a pretty barefaced disposition to make the most of his
master, even in the hour of necd, are striking characteristics of cven
the best of Persian scrvants. On a journcy there is no satistying
them ; they must have increased wages, additional cloathing, and if
they have not a separate animal, must at all events be mounted, from
the highest to the lowest ; and not contented with this, and the con-
tingent emolument arising from the receipt and delivery of presents,
they will often insist on food being furnished them, when scorsaut *

* It is the custom in Persia, founded, no doubt, upon ancient munificence and hospitality,
to consider every stranger of consequence, who visits the kingdom or its sovercign, as the
guest of that sovereign; and to furnish him, and all his attendants, with lodgings and
provisions, at the expence of his host.  For this purpose, a mchmandar (literally an at-
tendant on a guest) is appointed to attend upon and provide the things required; and
this custom is most particularly observed towards all embassadors from foreign powers.
The provision thus furnished is called soorsaut, and it forms one of the most grievous
parts of the suaderaut, ov irregular taxes; for it is claimed not only by strangers, but by
all great men, or messengers travelling on the part of the king, and is levied with extreme
severity. 'Those who claim soorsaut, whether mehmandars or others, not contented with
demanding a supply of provisions sufficient for those who should consume them, make
their situation a cloak for demanding three or four times as much as can possibly be
required. A great part of this they compromise for a present in cash to themselves.
And yet it frequently happens, that the guests on whose account the demand is made
come very poorly off. 1 have myself scen frequent instances where the soorsaut furnished
has not been sufficient for the party.  Still, however, it is all set down to the account of
the government; but they, caring little for the loss of the unfortunate ryots, on whom
it falls, and perhaps aware that great part of the charge is extravagant, admit but
little or no part of it in account against the annual assessments of the districts where the
transaction has taken place. Thus, what with the demands for actual provisions, for
cash, and for presents which arise out of soorsaut, the oppressions it occusions are so great
that villages have been totally abandoned in the line of its operation, and districts have
gone gradually to decay. .

With the praise-worthy purpose of breaking off so disgraceful a custom, or at least
of discountenancing it, by a refusal on the part of his government to inflict so severe a
burthen upon the people, Dr. Jukes determined to refuse the soorsaut, and purchase the
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is not received; they know their importance, particulariy to a
stranger, on a journey, and there is no end to their demands.

In the present case, 1 found the greatest reluctance on the part
of my servants to proceed alone; a species of undefined dread was
attached to the idea of leaving the mission, and the difficulty I ex-
perienced in making arrangements, was extreme. Several people
after engaging to go, left me, and it was only by promising cvery in-
dulgence, with horses to carry cach individual, and giving them
cnormous wages, besides a present of clothes, that T at last succeeded
in engaging four men, in the capacitics of' jeloodar*, furosh, groom,
and muleteer; even then it required all the authority of the meh-
mander, who furnished me with one of his own people as far as
Sheerauz, and who knew and cduld keep in view their families, to
hold them to their engagements, under threats of the severest punish-
ment to defaulters.

On the evening of the 23d, attended by my negroe servant, and
four Persians, well armed, with my baggage upon four mules, pur-
chased for the purpose, 1 took leave ot my friends, not with the

requisite provisions for his party in the public bazar.  But, though he persevered for a
few stages in this conduct, it was opposed so violently by our mehmandar, that he was
forced to give up the point.  The mehmandar declared that if the envoy persisted, the
prince would infallibly disgrace him. to whose care was committed the progress of the
mission; and that he never should be able to shew his face in his master’s presence again.
Both he and ghe governors of districts prohibited the merchants and villagers to sell to the
env s semvanls what might be required, but to give what they wanted without taking
mouey. The governor at Konar Kikit sent a large present of sweetmeats and fiuit
to the envoy, which was ueclincd polity on  the same principle: but he com-
plained so bitterly of the indignity, that, as . was impossible to explain to his satis-
faction the groumls of rejection, the point was given up, and the present accepted.  Suvve-
ral other attempts of the same nature were madc, but at length Dr. Jukes was forced to
yield; and he did this with the less regret, as he became convinced that if even he could
have succeeded, the people for whom he felt would not have gained a jot: for whether
consumed or not, the soorsaut would have been equally levied upon the villagers, and
charged to government. In truth it was so decidedly against the interest of the mchman-
dar and governors of villages, that this mode of providing for the wants of an ambassador
or other stranger should be given up, that it is no wonder they so stoutly opposed it; it
would have been striking at the root of some of their most valuable prmleges.

* Jeloodar, literally a servant who holds the rcin, from jelow, a rein. It is apphed to

the person who has chief charge of the horses.

N
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lightest'of hearts, and took the road to Shecrauz. We made forced
marches, passed the difficult cothuls of the Doochter and Peera Zun
during the first night, and reached Dusht-e-Arjun the next morning.
It is in the vicinity of this place that the vine is cultivated, which
supplies the greater part of the celebrated Sheerauz wine. The plants
arc sct with some attention to regularity, from eight to ten feet
asunder, and are trained as standard bushes, without support. They
are pruned at the No-Roze (about the latter end of March), and the
fruit ripens about the time of year that we passed. They are neither
manured nor irrigated, the moisture which falls from heaven in the
season being sufficient to mature the fruit. The soil, where I remarked
it, on the tops of the lower hillocks, was of a reddish hue, apparently
the same with those of greater elevation. ,

There is a small reedy lake in this valley, fed by several very
fine springs, and bordered by a considerable extent of meadow land,
which pasturcs a number of cattle and horses; and it is remarkable,
that this lake has no outlet for its waters ; the people of the country,
however, believe that there i1s a subterrancous connection between
this and the water at Pool-ab-guine, near Kauzeroon ; perhaps be-
cause the two marshy lakes sympathize in losing the greatest part of
their waters at onc and the same season by evaporation.

This village, containing about 300 houscs, has suffered so se-
verely from the oppression inflicted by its superior, Ibrahim Khan,
a Kadjer, related to the reigning family, that the number of its in-
habitants scarcely exceed that of its houses; they assured me, that
2,600 tomauns, a sum greatly exceeding the government dues, is
raised from the village and its dependencics, let the season be good
or bad ; and as of late years the harvest has been so bad in several
instances, as hardly to return the seed, it may be inferred, that their
distress was great.

At eleven o’clock at night we pursued our way, passing Khoneh-
Zenioon about three in the morning. A fire burned invitingly in its

-aravanserai, and our weary beasts would fain have turned in, but we
held on for Sheerauz, anxious to pass unnoticed, if possible, through
the tribes of Eels who were encamped, as we were informed, in num-
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bers upon the banks of the stream near this place. The night passed
without alarm ; but we met with many parties, flying bag and bag-
gage from Sheerauz, too much occcupied with their own concerns to
mind us. In the grey of the morning, while riding over a wild
heathy track, a party of men suddenly made their appearance from
a hollow, rapidly increasing their numbers from two or three to
fourteen, armed with clubs, swords, and matchlocks. They carried
so suspicious an appearance, that we halted till our party and baggage
closed up, and examined our arms to receive them, while they, on
their side, scemed equally undecided, and cyed us askance, without
advancing. At last the mehmandar’s man spurred forward to enquire
their business. They replied, that they were a party of Eels, looking
for some horses and asses that had been stolen from the tribe the night
before; and, after a little more explanation, they passed on, and we
continued our way ; but our guide observed that they were certainly
on a plundering expedition, and probably considered our party as
too strong for an attack. “ However that may be,” added he,
“ they will not return bootless home ; if they do not find their own
“ cattle, they will find that of others, for they dare not go home to
“ their wives empty handed.”

The country around had a wild heathy aspect, being principally
irregular hills of gravel, covered with tufts of dry prickly herbage,
and withered aromatic plants, together with a great proportion of’
the camels’ thorn*, and a plant which resembled stunted juniper,
among which hundreds of red legged partridges were running about.
As the day wore on, we met the advance of a large tribe of Lels,
migrating from one pasture to another, and by dcgrees we en-
countered their main body. The appearance of these people was
truly picturesque; they drove before them large quantities of cattle,
sheep, horses, and asses; on the latter animals, which were most

* Khar-e-Shuter, or camels thorn, a prickly bush on which the camels browze,
colled Jowassa in the upper provinces of India, and often used to make tatties, or
screens placed at the windows, and wetted for cooling the apartments by evaporation, in
the hot winds.

N 2
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abundant, as well as on several rough yaboos*, were stowed the
goods of the community ; tents and clothes, pots and boilers, with
utensils of sundry descriptions, bound together in mdst. heterogencous
loads. On some of these children were mounted, and employed in
driving along the rest, and the young men and women hurried and
bustled about, restraining, with the assistance of their huge and fierce
dogs, the larger and more lively animals from straying too far. The
tlder women, themselves loaded with the younger children, cither
patiently trudged on foot, watching the progress of their domestic
cquipage, or sat mounted on the least laden animals, suckling their
infants. Perched on some of these loads, might be seen a little urchin
not able to speak, but quite at home, neither receiving nor requiring
the least attention, holding on with his little claws most manfully,
as his patient but surcfooted heast wound cautiously down the steep
and slippery way. On others were placed the superannuated of the
tribe, many in second childhood, bent double with age, and hardly
distinguishable from the mass of rags that formed their seat. The
men of the tribe, with a sober and thoughttul demeanor, walked
steadily along with their arms in readiness, upon the flanks and rear
of the rest; guarding and controlling the movements of the column,
as it slowly advanced on its route. All was in wild and excellent
harmony with the scenery around, very gypsy like, but far more
savage and romantic.

Their features were strongly marked, as well as their costume.
The complexion appears originally to have been fair, for when a
young child is seen naked, it is nearly as white as an European infant ;
but exposure to the sun and weather turns their skin to a deep ma-
hogany hue, often approaching to black. . The men have well made,
powerful frames, piercing black eyes, noses generally inclined to
aquiline, frequently overhanging their thick mustachios, which united
with their black bushy beards, almost entircly conceal their mouth.
A deep ruddy hue glows through their dark brown skins, and their
appearance is altogether strongly characteristic of health, hardihood,

* Yaboo, is the term employed in Persia and India for the strong, small, rough horses
of the country, used for baggage und other such coarse work.
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and independence ; while their wild and unchecked stare, marks their
total want of polish, courtesy, or civilization. Their dress consists
of a coarse bluc shirt and trowsers, with heavy cloaks of felt, thrown
over the shoulders, the sleeves being left unoccupied ; a conical cap
of white or grey felt, with flaps for the ears, covers their heads:
they usually carry onc, and sometimes two giins slung at the back,
and a large knife or dagger at the girdle; a sword or a clubbed stick
completes their equipment.

The young women have quite the gypsy character of counte-
nance, and arc often handsome. A sweet nut brown hue warmed with
vivid erimson, the effects of exercise and exposure, forms their usual
complexion ; their eyes like those of the men, are dark and expres-
sive ; the nose is well formed and delicate; the mouth small, and set
off with beautiful teeth ; a lurking smile not lessened by their con-
sciousness of the observation they attracted, often lighted up their
countenances, ot which the expression was full of good humoar. In
spite of the rags that hung about them, the contour of a beautiful
and slender shape might be detected, and the unconstrained freedom
of their step gave even grace to their motions.  They certainly owed
little to their costume, for nothing could be more ungraceful. A
ragged and patched pair of trowsers, often very tight, with a loose
shift of blue or dirty white cotton, the skirts of" which do not nearly
reach the knee; and a species of mantle thrown over the head and
shoulders, crossing the forehead like a band, and flowing a certain
way down the back, comprised the principal part of the women’s
apparel. They wrap also around the head an handkerchief or bunch
of cloth in place of a turban; and this costume varied by frequent
repairs and degrees of imperfection, is common to all the females of
these tribes. The women soon lose what beauty they may have
possessed 3 and although they retain the piercing cyes end marked fea-
tures, their skins become parched and withered, and their complexion
changes to a darker brown, a coarse sunburnt red, or a sallow tawny
brown. When aged, they become the most shrivelled wrinkled hags,
it is possible to imagine; and no living creatures can better repre-
sent all that is imagined of witches, than the hooked nosed, skinny,
grand-dames of the Eels.
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Nothing can be imagined less like the cnvirons of a capital
city than the aspect of the country on this, or, indced, on cvery side
of Sheerauz. For many miles the traveller passes over a barren de-
sert of the heathlike hillocks above described, without a village or
human form to enliven it; and when at the end of a winding pass,
the town and its valley burst upon the view, it is with any thing but
pleasing effect.  An extensive brown dusty plain, stretches along for
many miles, ending in a hazy undulation which arises from the
saline efflorescence around the lake Baktegan. No verdure, except
onc or two gardens, which resemble black spots on the desert, can
be detected in its whole expanse, and almost under the hills on the
opposite side, a few uncertain appearances of domes and walls, hardly
to be distinguished from the dust on which they stand, are all that
directs the attention to the celebrated city of Sheerauz. Nor does
a nearer view of its environs remove this unfavourable impression.
The plain exhibits little but sterility and abandonment. The greater
portion, indeed, being mere gravel, is unfit for cultivation, and the
richer and irrigated spots were now burnt up as the rest. ~ At the time
we traversed the whole plain the air on its surface was undulating with
heated vapour, and thousands of little whirlwinds bearing up the dust
to the skies, were rapidly driven across it by the wind. In its whole
breadth, for more than twelve miles, we hardly saw a living thing.
Lven at its gates the town looked like some city of the olden time, long
deserted by man. The aspect of its mud walls surrounded with ruins
and broken ground, can, indeed, at no time give rise to any cheer-
ful impression ; but unenlivened by the buz of population, they
secemed shrouded in ten-fold gloom. The first human beings we saw,
were a party of mourners on their return from depositing one of the
victims of the epidemic, in a cemetery close by the quarters we were
to occupy.

These quarters were in the gardens of the Jehau Numaih, the
usual place for accommodating English travellers; and we reached
them about noon of the 25th, afier a march of thirteen hours, ren-
dered painful by the weariness of our cattle, and the ill conduct of
our servants ; and I gladly availed mysclf of the hospitality of the
English gentlemen, already in possession of the garden.
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CHAP. V.

ENGLISH PARTY AT SHEERAUZ. — MR. RICH RESIDENT OF BAGDAD, MR. TODD, MAJOR
LITCUFIFELD. — VISITED BY THE GOVERNOR, AGA BABA KHAN, ON THE 2D. OCT. = HIS
REPORT OF DEATHS AT SHEERAUZ, AND OF THE STATE OF THAT CITY FROM CHOLERA—
MAJOR LITCHFIELD LEAVES US. — THE AUTHOR, THOUGH DESIROUS S0 TO 1O, FINDS IT
IMPOSSIBLE TO PROCEED ALONE, AND DETERMINES TO AWAIT THE. ARRIVAL OF THE ENVOY.
— MIt. RICH ATTACKED BY THE EPIDEMIC. — DIES. — DR. JUKES ARRIVES UNEXPECTED-
LY AND OPPORTUNELY. — BURJAL OF MR. RICH. — THE EPIDEMIC CEASES AND THE
PEOPLE RETURN. — THE PRINCE STILL AFRAID TO ENTER THE CITY. — INTRIGUES IN
THF. COURT. — THE ENVOY REQUESTS AN EARLY INTERVIEW WITIL THE PRINCE, WHO
APPOINTS A MEETING AT SIEERAUZ ON THE 21S8T. — THE ENVOY’S RECEPTION. — THE
PRINCE’S CHARACTER AND DEMEANOK.— A FURTHER AND MORFE SATISFACTORY AUDI-
ENCE ON THE 22D. — THE ENVOY READY TO DEPART ¥YROM SHEERAUZ ON THE FVENING
OF THE 26TH.— MEANNESS AND CORRUPTION OF ALL RANKS AND AUTHORITIES. —
DUPLICITY OF THEIR POLICY AND CARRIAGE TO TIIE ENVOY.

T Lnglish party at Sheerauz consisted of Mr. Rich, late British
resident at Bagdad; Mr. James Todd, a surgeon of the company’s
establishment ; and Major Litchfield. The first, forced by political
events to quit the Turkish dominions, had come to Bushire, and
from thence visited the ruins of Persepolis, and other antiquities in
the neighbourhood of Sheerauz.  Mr. Todd had accompanied hin in
this expedition ; and Major Litchfield had already resided there for
some time, as agent for the purchase of horses for th.e Indian cavalry.
The comfort of meeting such a party, under such circumstances, it
may be believed was very great; and the verdure and freshness of
the garden was cxtremely grateful, after so long a privation of such
enjoyments.

The accounts we had received of the risc and progress of the
epidemic, proved to be essentially correct. It had commenced about
the middle of the month in the town, but as only onc or two cases
occurred at first, the alarm was not immediately excited. The deaths,
however, suddenly increasing to forty-five, fifty, and one hundred in
a day, the panic spread rapidly, and every one fled. The prince, as
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has beéen before stated, being the first. Aga Baba Khan, a man of
some consequence, alone remained ; he also had fled with the rest
at first ; but seeing the city so totally abandoned, and struck with a
sense of duty, he returned to it, and took a general charge of affairs,
Comforting those who had lost friends, re-assuring those who had
become a prey to terror, and restraining by auathority such excesses
as came to his knowledge, he maintained a certain degree of order,
~and prevented many from wildly flying from the place, to the ruin of
their familics, and the hazard of spreading the disease. By this
conduct he gained gencral applause, and the assurances of his prinee’s
favour, a reward of very questionable character, and far inferior to
the gratification he must have felt from the performance of so humane
a duty: for though T should not be too apt to give the Persians
credit for disinterested benevolence, such feelings must, in this case,
have possessed considerable sway, to conquer the impulse of terror,
and produce the line of conduct that Aga Baba Khan adopted.

The deaths had however progressively increased ; and although
the greater part of the population had deserted the town, Aga Baba
Khan, during a visit to Mr. Rich, on the 2d of October, assured us,
that according to the best information he could collect, the deaths
had then amounted to five thousand six hundred. The population
of Sheerauz is not estimated at more than forty thousand souls, and
and as a great proportion of that number had certainly quitted the
city, the mortality will doubtless appear exceedingly great: yet no
motive could be conceived for exaggerating the misfortune to us ; and
therefore we were inclined to take this report as not differing very
far from the truth.

It was remarkable that the Jews and Armenians, had suffered
little or nothing in comparison with the Mahometans; and it was
said, that they administered to the sick, doses of brandy and opium,
with good effect. The Mahometans here, as at Bushire, made use of’
the cold affusion, and verjuice, as remedies; but the numerous and
rapid deaths that followed this mode of treatment, occasioned some
doubts as to its efficacy, and these remedies were at length prohibited
by proclamation.
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* Very soon after its appearance, the disease assumed a violent
character, and did its work rapidly. Many instances occurred of
persons dying in the strcets, on the spot where they dropt; and
these sudden cases of death caused so much dismay, that all feelings
of sympathy and pity were lost in anxiety for self-preservation. Here,
as in other places, the claims of kindred were insufficient to ensure
attention ; and victims were left to their fate, on the spot where they
were attacked, unaided, and almost unheeded by their ncarest re-
latives. Whole houses were swept off. In one instance which came
under our knowledge, out of a family consisting of nine males, and
five females, the whole of the former were attacked nearly at the
sametime. The females, panic struck, fled from the house, and halting
only for a short time behind the gardens of the Jehan Numah (our
quarters) for a few necessaries, took refuge in the mountains: some
days after, they took courage, and sent to know the fate of those left
behind. The whole nine were found dead in the house, just where
they had severally fallen. Towards the end of its career, the dis-
ease greatly relaxed in the severity of its attack, and the daily num-
ber of deaths decrea