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A KROBO CUSTOMS,
e YA H, H, J, BELL'S Report on KRORO Country,
KOTOKLO, Humen sacrifices sine qua non, ”%
B, Do, do.

OTUFY (or DIPO) "the most harmless” and
"possibly has some good points”,
C. do, do.
NADU and KOKONADU "believed to be attended
"by many barbarous énd illegal acts",
D, Mr. Supervisor H,H.J, BELL'S Report,

]

3 Report by D.C,, Volta River Dsitrict. (7 .ALEX, WILLIANS)

4-10-1890, KOTOKLO, NADU & KOKONADU all invelve human sacrifice
Fetish will not permit celebration of these customs
unless young men have killed men and produce skull &e,
OTUFU (or DIPQ) - no killing, but snspected that girls

found pregnant before they go through custom are sold,

F, :
28-11-1884, Petition from SACKITEY, King of Eastern Krobo and

others for suppression of KOKONADU -"a marafiding

fetish”,

G,
1-9-1890, Letter from CHRISTIAN AKUTEI AZZU, Objection to

OTUFU (or DIPO) -"As for DIPO Custom they did not
"sacrifice human beings. But if a woman does not obey
"the law of DIPO custom before she is with child she
"may be sold the man too and the woman from the
"Krobo land are not allowed té go to Krobo mountain
"and their parents have to pay a large sum of money'
“to the Fetish priest. Therefore men and women kill
"themselves on account of this DIPO custom and
"Fetish,"
- 3 Conf, Letter No.,b of 2-3-1892 from J.AWILLIAMS, D.C,
"In Krobo there are three different fetishes for
“ "the celebration of whioé/the”offering of human
"saorifice is a sine qué/non,‘viz. the Nadu,

"Kotoklo and ngonaduJ”
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"Otufu or Dipo is one and the same thing,
"which is generally known as the Virginal or Tail-
"girl custom and is also harmless save the clandes-
"tine transportation of the girl from her native
"home in the event of her being found in state of
“pregnancy prior to passing the Custom.

"With regard to Nadu, Kotoklo and Kekonadu .
"Fetishes I am of the opinion that they should be
“abolished and their practice rendered penal in the
"Distriot”,

x x x x

"The Dipo or Otufu Custom I think should be
"allowed to remain, as it is harmless and supposed
"to be celebrated without any murderous act, and
"furthermore it is a kind of restriction on the
"girls until they arrive at marriageable age, and
"is 2lso a brisk trading season for the merchants
"and traders in this place, and can be celebrated
"on the plain, as is the case at Prampram in the
"event of the hill being closed up,”

I, MINUTE by Governor Sir W. B, GRIFPITH dated 4-8-92,
"My impression is that unless these Krobo customs are
"dealt with root and branch, they will not be destroyei
“out of the land, a matter which it is my settled

"determination to effect to the fullest extent.”

- :
Aug:1892, Action taken by King MATE KOLE in destroying the

fetish KOKONADU in Eastern Krodvo.
KX

47-10- 1892, Letter from AKROBETO, King of Western Krobo.

NADU « War fetish of Bastern Krobo.
KOTOKLO, « War fetish of Western Krobo.
KOKONADU - recently brought down from

Osudoku and its occupation is : not

o
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to buy, but to steal and to commit
marder.,

L,
23-3-1893, Letter from D,C,, Volta River Distriect ( J, A,

WILLIAMS) re the refund of an extortion by DIPO
Fetish Priest OKUMO,
"Doku Saba informs me that the influence
"brought to bear upon him to pay this amount
"to Okumo at the time was his manace, as Dipo
"Fetish Priest to seize any of his relatives
"ag satisfaction for the olaim.”
(Bearing: Undue power and influence of

Fetish Priests.)
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EASTERN PROVINCE. c B
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In case of reply the number
and date of this letter should

be quoted.

T have the honour to transmit, herewith, a copy of

Petition from the Konor of Manya Krobo, together with one
[(’IA(/IJ/I'— i/

2\
S o Bisiondofe, e b Be o bhap Eowithe Dletlo
oo
2 Commissioner, Akuse, requesting that they may be permitted

to re-introduce in a modified form their ancient custom
Known as WADU which is prohibited vide Chepter 83 section
of the Supreme Court Ordinance.

2e T discussed the matter with Golonel Harding,
prior to his departure, and he informed me thaet he was of
the opinion thatbif permitted with certain modifications,
he saw no reason why the Petitioners' wish should not be
granted.

2% I interviewed the ¥onor on the subject and he
informed me that the Custom wéuld only takeiplaoe in Odums
once a year, and this only for 3 days, and that he was
positive it would benefit the Krobo Country, as revresent:
tives from =211 his villages would meet together, renew
acquaintance which at present they dé not, thus forming 3

cloger co-opasration throughout their country. _
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N District Commissioner's Office,

Noe512/7/1910,

Volta River District,

Akuse

3rd M ay, 1937.

DIPO CUSTOM.

With reference to your letter No.773/11.L/1906
dated the 8th March, 1937, I have to inform you that,
ever since I have been stationed in this district, I

have received reports that the prohibited Dipo Custom

is celebrated in the Krobo States.

2o At the beginning of March I heard that a date
had been fixed for the initiation of the girls into the
fetish, I visited the village Asite near Odumase and
met some elderly women dancing to the music of bead
rattles. They told me that the girls had already gone
to the rock where the ceremonies were performed and
would shortly be returning, At 6.15 P.M. a gun was
fired - this signified the conclusion of the celebrations-
and about fen minutes afterwards the procession appeared,
Each girl - there were about twelve girls whose ages
ranged from eight to sixteen years — was carried on the
shoulders of a youngman who moved at a fast walking pace,:
Bach girl was naked except for a long white loin -cloth.,
She appeared to have a piece of goat's stomach on hepr
head (they all took particular care that this should not
fall off. It represents, I believe, fertility); a long
string of entrails worn like a necklace and a leaf betwee

her lips to prevent her from talking. They seemed to me

E HONOURABLE, to
o THE COMMISSIONER,
EASTERN PROVINCE,
KOFORIDUA.




-2 = g'Om\\‘Oi%
Q-
to be either drugged or scared.

3o There were only a few persons who accompanied
them and these persons, I believe, had not been present
at the ceremony. It is not known what takes place at the
rock, but I am informed that each girl is required to
climb the rock, a feat which is said to be easy. The
procession was met by the elderly women and amid much
shouting and jubilation the girls were borne to different
compounds where there was great rejoicing,

s I investigated the case, the particulars of which
formed an enclosure to your letter. It is true that six
youngmen were convicted in the tribunal of the Manche of
Okper on a charge of seducing the girl Boboyo who had not
been initiated. Each man was fined £4, and the tribunal
further ordered that part of the fine should be paid to
the girl's father to enable him to pay the expenses of the
girl's apprenticeship. I should mention that after the
ceremony at the rock the girls undergo a period of training,
}?:ng&h of which depends on the size of the purse, in
house-keeping and mother crafte.

5e I interviewed the Manche, quashed the convictions-
no ceriminal offence had been committed- and asked the
Police to make enguiries about the girle. I am still awaitin
their report. |

6. I believe that in its origin the Dipo Custom was
introduced for the protection of girls until they reached
a marriageable age. If a girl should become pregnant befor:
she had been initiated, she was banished from the State
and the man cbncerned was sold into slavery. The custom
came into existence for a praiseworthy purpose but upon its

assumption of several objectionable features was prohibited

by the Native Customs Ordinance.
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7o I have been informed that the eustom was
resugcltated about three years ago at the request of
the women in the State. Although the youngmen are punished
by a fine for seducing girls before they have been initiated

LY w0 . s
.LJ?l:: vaemselyv
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there is no doubt that

D

8, if they become
nant, are banished, It is said that men come from the
Akim States, Akwapim and elsewhere in order to buy these
girls.

8s A second objectionable feature to-day is the
fact that parents, in order to rid themselves of responsi-
bility for their daughter's moral welfare - especiably
boor persons - send their girls for initiation at an early
age. Once the girls have been initiated and have undergone
their training, they are free to select a husband or a lovenr
If they choose a lover, no penalty is imposed, as in Akan
States, upon the man who has intercourse with them before
they are given in marriage. The danger which attends this
freedom from liabilityﬁs the undoubted promiscuity which
prevails especially in the case of young girls.

9. I have spoken to the Manya Krobo and Yilo Krobo
State Councils on this subject. At the former meeting the
"priests" of the Dipo Custom were present, I gave warning
that the present practices must cease and declared that, if
evidence was produced of a continuance of the custom,
immediate action would be taken against the "priests. The
Konor of Manya Krobo strongly supported me and has ordered
a gong-gong to be beaten twice a week calling upon the
people to desist from the present unlawful pragtices,

10 I will make every endeavour to see that the

re-introduction of this custom is short-lived.

(8gd ) E.Norton Jones
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER
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NOTORICUS “DIPO” CUSTOM
ASSUMES MiLIGHANT NATURE

8. 1 Cq

OBAWALLE,— Afier series o??
publication on the Dipo Custem
and its ill-effects of the expatiia-
tion of young maidens from their
homes for life, which appeared in
*he G ld Cerast Press sometime
in the last two years,further
cccurrence has been intimated.

During last montb, a yourg
girl who has not gone under the
Dipo Custom sndliving at
Obawale & Pleyo .in the Yilo
Krobo Distr.cr, nas been in state
of pregnancy and abcu® eighteen

“youngmen are implicated.

They Were Fined £4

The ma ter was repcrted to.
Maiiche Agor Kuma, Divisicnal
Chief of Okper and inconse-
quence of that those youngmen
were arrested, charged, and
sentenced to a fine of about four
pounds (£4) each and it was
ordered that the youug girl
should be ostracised.

It is further reported that an
offer of £30 was made by certain
pecple to take the girl but the
parents refused the offer on the
grounds that the offer was not
high.

~ Finally, a man from Subum
Marmeng came ard is alleged
to. have offired £s50, last
Wednesday, the 1othinstant.

Stop Her Expatriation

Presently, the girl is said to
be und¢r observation, pending
th: arrival of the highest Dipo
fetish Priest toperform the
necessary ceremony pertaining -
to her banishment from the
district.

4
That this is a form of slavery
is “the view of some observers
who appral to the Authorities
to prevent this constructive
custom from degenerating into
abus;.

The Authorities should make
the necessary Investigation
about this unfortunate girl tg
stop her expatriation before j;
is late.

Secretariat Form No. AS. PT 0.
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of the football.
- THE “DIPO” .CUSTOM -

Native custom which is likely to wreck the social abric of
the Yilo Krobo State beside imposing unnecessary hard-

patriate young maidens for life or to sell them as slaves on a
pretext which is regarded by the educated commuiity as unjusti-
fiable when compared with the penalties prescribed. ‘

' As culture advances so must Native customs be adjusted in

sense. Destructive Native customs should not, under any cir-

-cumstances, be encouraged. We do not of course condemn Na-

tive customs as a’ whole. On the contrary we maintain that some
Native customs are agreeable with reason andsare therefore
worthy of encouragement.

Ma‘ny such customs are compatible W?th thelrequirements of
advanced society and are therefore permissible, but unfortunate-
ly some eustoms are grossly abused; their adherents attach to
them insensate ceremonials often involving inhuman observan-
ces so much so that they assume an odious aspect to the man or
woman of refined tastes. Such customs should be discountenancs
ed if the Gold Coast must present anything like a favourable
comparison with other civilised nations.

When it is realised that in many instances the supporters ofi'a
given N ative custom take advantage of the; absence of deterrent
factors to apply penalties involving hardships in yarious shapes
upon persons whe are regarded as having ignored or contraven-
ed its tenets, when the fact is recalled that in many instances
adherents of a given custom abuse that custom to such an ex-
tent as to apply it as a means of extortion from innocent per-
sons, the necessity for inflexible measures to prevent such gross
abuses becomes at once apparent.,

The Dipe custom is in full swing at the moment at Obawale,
a tewn in the Yilo Krobo district, and a young girl is unhappily

about to undergo the supreme penalty alleged to have been pres-
cribed by that custom. We do not quarrel with the custom itself
as a means of regulating the moral constitution of the State but
we affirm that its adherents are subjecting it to gross abuse.

In our issue of February 20, we published an appeal from the

- educated community of that State which reads as follows: “The

Authorities should make the necessary investigations about this

“unfortunate girl to stop her expatriation before it is late.” This

appeal we fully endorse. -

Secretariat Form No. A8,
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YITO KROBO ST AT@
SECRETARY!

SRA, Yilo Krobo,
lith, J UN E, 1935,

A \otlg
i

Sir,

I am directed by the State Council of Yilo
Krobo to forward to you a copy of a letter addressed
to the Editor of the African Morning Post which speaks
of itself; and that I am further charged to inform you
that any further deliberations in the matter shall

be forwarded to you accordingly,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient Servant

RETARY
YILO KROBO STATE COUNCIL,

THE HONOURABLE,
THE SECRETARY, NATIVE AFFATRS,
VICTORIABORG,

ACCRA,
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~ THE YILO KROBO STA

%E’ - 15 COUNCIL,
@
s HELD AT SRA,PENIASE,
3 7th, JUNE, 1935,
(&7

ALLEGED SLAVE TRADE IN YILO KROBO,

It has been brought to the notice of the Yilo &robo
State Council of the publications appearing in your "Morning
Post!" reference to the @bove subject, in which it was reporteg
and published that Yilo Krobo is dealing in slave~-trade,and
a§£ublications are accepted and published upon their being
fully authenticated,the Council will deem it & great obliga-
tion on your part to have the full name and address of the
person who forwarded the article for publication at your

very elarliest convenience,

The Council urges with due deference that your serious

attention be drawn to this at an early date,

We are,

SGD. NUER OLOGO V
KONOR,YILO KROBO &
PRESIDENT, YILO KROBO STATE

COUNCIL.

n ANANOR LEGBA IV
MANCHE, BORNYA,

" KUMI AGBLEZEY IT
MANCHE, PLAU,

0  TEL AGBRY V
NANCHE, BUNASE

AGOR- KUMA Tt

MANCHE, O-K~PER,

THE EDITOR

THE AFRICAN MORNING POST, 0 @ KOFI AZZA IT
ACCR A, MANCHE, - NYEWERH,

Witness to marks & sigaghures

DABRAH . i
%e council Clerk.

SGD, HoENe
Sta
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ine Honourable

Ko foridus.

B
\5*

_DJ_:DO Gugtom.

I am directed Uy the Goverunor to bring to your

notice the sceompanlying copies of extracts (rom THo AFRICAN

WOKNING POST gna- to request tnat you cause enguiries to

Ue made into the facts of the case reported irom ObAWALL,

2. .1 en further to request you 'to express to ‘the’
konor of Yilo hrebo His wxcellency 's cOxzcarja"at the ambunt
of the fees glleged to have Leen pé.id in thig instance,
it on em‘uiry ‘tne,,' prove to hegve been ss high ss is alleged,
at the seme time informing him t.nat, liig Lxcellency
deprecates the potential evils inherent in ‘the CuStom, in
so far as_its involves both opportunity and temptatiof for

parénts 10 make money out ol misconduct by their daughters.

) 2 A A Aonse -

Ao TING CULONIAL SuUCRLTARY .

ihe Commissioner,sastern Province,



96/3 1/ 18 iyl
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Dipo Gustom.
i gm directed Ly the UGoverinor to refer to ny
lét,t,er N0.90/37/17 ot the znd kareh, 1937, and to ask
when your report comcerning the case wreported zrrom Obawale

mgy be expected.

/‘Jé{) % /P A /H/Ké/{,/(,.

/ COLOMIAL SiGRSTZRY:"

The Honouravle
The Commissioner,lkastern Province,

notoridus.
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DIPO CUSTOM.

With reference to your letter
\.4!7\3\' No0.96/37/17 dated 2nd March, 1937 I have the
honour to forward, herewith for your informa-
tion a coéy of a report received from the
District Commissioner Akuse regarding the
revival of the Dipo custom amongst the Krobo

community.

26 With regard to the case referred to
in the African Morning Post the District
Commissioner reports that the convictions have
been quashed but‘ no report has yet been received

»

with regard to the girl concerned.

AL

COMMISSIONER EASTERN PROVINCE.

THE HONOURABLE
THE SECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS,
VICTORIABORG,

ACCRA.
N
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3. I submit that it is the same “mare's nest" as was
"discovered" nearly 2 years ago but tnat:, in_view of the
c;pportmlitiés inherent in the Gustom for the parents to make

piz money out oi misgonduct by their daughters, the C.Lk.P. snouﬁ
be asked to look into the matter and express to the sonor H.k's ‘

boncern: at the amount ol the ices (if on,}f{nquiry they prove to

A
)
(

LY

pe as high as is alleged), at the same time deprecating the

potential evils inherent in the Custoim.

s
Tor 8¢ Ni A
2502, s
- @
A
//% % ‘ @ //LW Qe /C/‘
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You may wish to see (1) - (8).

ij-OAQ GO,

{2 sy

(10),“
h
seen = thank you
: (Intd) Jd.C.H.
x¥tﬁ>ﬁwm, it o

Secretary,Xilo srobo State Louncil,to S.N.4., 11.0.73)
x- 1&.
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o S. N. A. for repert. I think there is previous
Gorrespondence on this gsubject,
‘ (Intd, G.C.du. B,
24:2:57

S il

(W
Hon.G.S.,
ke (f2A) please -see (2), (H), (@), (/) herein,

2. 1 attach at ({{ja) an extract trom tnhe “African
lorning Post" dated the 20th February, 193/, to Qniun
reference isﬂmade at "A" of ({®M. lrom this extract it
would appear that thié new exsmple oi the Custom is .on gll
fours with the normai procedure as descrived in (2) and (H),

except that the fees are considerably higher than the £1{0 or

£1y mentioned in (2/.
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(5)

Nene Nuer Ologo V to S. H. Le, 4. D. 193D

: oLy _ (Intd) G.B.N, D,
2. Sumitted w.r.t. para.4 of (2). 2 {57

(Intd) J.G.de G.d.
30/5/30

(@)
b.b',

on this subject commenced with H.k's (1j. 'he writer to the

"woruoing Post" who apperently felt the urge to commit his

g0.
(Intd) H.4.
S. N, A
31.Ve30

(/)

!—.h.’
Yilo srobo - vide para.4 oi (2).

to bear out the concensus of ofiicial opinion that the Press
got hold of a mgre's nest when publishing their “Slavery
articleg" in connection with the relics of the uipo sy stem,

11.0.32

(8)
H@nob.s. ]

Lol

[ i +
VALUUy fledis

Secretariat Form No, A8, 1&" el P.T.O.
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Please see (H), which is the explanation ol the Konor of

Yijlo srobo w.r.t., the article on glave trading.Gorrespondence

thoughts to peper has been guilty of some loose thinking, bieny

(D) 1s the further report awaited from the Konor of

2o 1t is somewhat difficult to understand - but gppears

merrisge customs mgy be slavish, but that is about as far as they
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bxtracted irom Gonf,
KFile No.49 //30

uovernor to L.o. - wonl. 23. 3. 1935.

(-Lu‘tki/ &.,u.u.u.

¢ 20/3/35
(2)

Hon.G.o.,
lhe articles in the WUsiiwa PUSL of 23rd and <)th
barch, 193D, entitled “Slavery in Yilo arouo", reier to s
jharmless form of one of the arobo customs kn&wn as Utufo qr
u&po; the celebration of wnich in its fullest sense was prohi-
bited in 1892 by section 4 of the Native Gustoms Ordinsnce
(Lap. 112,. .
2. ine Uipo custom is still performed in both Arobos.
e sonor of kanya krobo, wno mgy uq&egérded as the first
LUhristian to bDecome a peramount chiei (he was s Basel kisgion
Latechist before nis election in 18Y2,, has slways advocated
Ior the custom to be ofiicially recognised. ihe Uipo or Utufo
Customs are performéd by the marriageable girls of these tribes
and similsr practices @are observed by other tribes of tae Golg
Loast, such as 4dengbe and Fanti, ‘Ine Konor of kanya arobo and
others hold that the simple rites in connection with these
customs cannot be suppressed or there would be a complete dis-
location of the irobo marriage.laws. Ihe main grounds are Loty
moral and religious. Prior to {892 if a Krobo girl was found -
enceinte before she had passed through the Uipo custom, her
perénts incurred heavy penalties snd the girl herself was
driven awey irom Krobo and never allowed to return, ‘he
neighbouring states, like Akwapim, benefitted, Tor she could
remgin there without ayy molestatiou.?
3e  blnce 1892 it appears that a girl found in sueh g
condition hag to name the men résponsible whe undertakes to pay

the

£
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the expenses for certain ceremonies which the priests’
insist should be periorred in order to: gvert evil irom the
family. 1t is believed that unless such ceremonies of puri=
fication be periormed several degths will occur in the
family or quarters or division, ilhe ceremonies include the
xilliug of many sheep and goats and cost from £{0 to z20.
It the man is unable to0 pay, the parents must pagy, and if
poor they are obliged to raise a loan. 'lhe girl is then
given 1n marrigge to some man of her own choice, or as it
often happens to one who Gen pay the expenses involved.
larrigge in Krobo costs about ©iH, but in the case of a
girl found to have gone astray beiore going through the bLipo
custom, it costs a little more.'»lhe renalty is paid to the
priests and the Konor has no voice or share in the matter.

4, ‘'Ihe Konor of Yilo Krobo strongly repudiates the
idea of slavery., He has however promised to enquire more
fully into the allegations in the articles end report early
to this otfice,

(Intd) H.'1T.
e N AL
Jede D
(3
YoH,,
Please see (2) w.r.t. Y.u's (1).

c. e must await the furtner‘rq>ort reierred to 1D

para.4 ot (2,.
(Intd) G.C.du 5,
4e44e73H
(4)
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- I hope his friends will be'kind
enoug to advise him to put a ztop
to his activities in this connection,

CARS FOR HIRE.
Town-ride or Travelling.
Charges very moderate.

DORBERTS MOTOR

TRANSPORT,
Horse Road, ‘Accra.

LORRY JARS INTO ANOTHER
AT ACCRA-NSAWAM RGAD

A serious motor accident is
reported to have occurred on the
Nsawam-Accra Road- on Friday
afternoon, between two lorries

* Nos. A.A 1996. and C.P. 2253,
The driver of the latter lorry
who was - responsible for the
accident was arrested and charged
“with reckless drivin g,

It was alleged that the lorry
“C.P. 2253 driven by Jchn Acquah
was travelling to ,Accra from
‘Nsawam when it -struck the
right front mudguard  of lorry
AL 1996 which was standing on
the road side, the driver of the
latter lorry being laryea.

Objects to Hospitalisation
As a result of the accident
serious damage was done to the
mudguard and the gearbox, also,
a woman named Kwale Shadow
was wounded and conveyed to
Dr Nanka-Bruce's Hospital.
The fither of the wounded
woman, Mr Glover it is reported,
-objected to his daughter being
taken to the Gold Coast Hospital.
John Acquah was arrested and

- charged with reckless driving as
stated. ]

VITINT DA o e d Aldinadberd Tvu. - oAy Ao dhd A Aed b Al

accompanying.

The procession then proceeded
to the railway station at r12.30
to meet the Superintendent Mi-
nister and members of the Was-
saw Circuit. .

Retracing their steps from the
station to the town, the proces-
sion increised to four deep. Ar-

riving at the park, they halted
at the request of the Minister who
gave a short address after which
ne dismissed them, and asked
them to re-assemble at 4 p.m.

At the appointed time the mem-
bers re-assembled inspite of the
downpour of rain. After the
evening function, and at6.30 p.m.
they  re-assembled at  the
Church-room for ~divine service.
The service was conducted by
the Superintendent Minister S.
Q. Ghartey, Esq., who deliver-
ed an inspiring sermon,

Mr john Kofiz, the head leader
of- the Aboso Methodist society,
was asked to  address the gather-
ing and be did so by giving a
brief history of the Aboso church.

It was alleged that the church
originated in the form of a sing-
ing band composed mostly of
childien, oiganized by one Mr
Godwyl, with the assistance of
Madam Ewura Kkua, at the
Aboso. y
This gentleman,Mr  Godwyl
the founder of the church, pre-
vicusly worked at the Aboso Mine
in the capacity of chief clerk, but
owing to the zeal and love for
the church, be gave up clerical
work and threw his lot within.
On the whole, the occasion
was grand and deserves special
mention. - -

“O1q”

For the interest of those who
take keen interest in educational
and religious matters, I beg for a
space to write the following.

The present situation of the
Bompata Presbyterian Church
and School is ¢uiestionable.
Anybody who takes interest in
school cannot pass by without
putting this question, * Does the
Synod Committee want the local
s hool to progress or retrogress ?”

In 1934, when retrenchment
was looked upon as the imme-
diate, sufest and effective means
of curing the sickly church, two
te ichers of Bompata parentage
were rctrenched. In Scptember,
the same year, while all schools
were supposed to be filled, the
school was threatened with the
cutting out of the 4th standard.

Bond Money

But, notwithstanding the injust-

tice suff red by the tewn, a very

huge sum of money to the value of
£5o0 was imposed on the ill-treat-
ed members as their bond, part
to be paid to the Central Fund.
This sum was the highest so
far as my knowledge of Ashanti
districts 1s concerned; but above
all, Bompata 1s the district having
the feast number of agents.

ihis sum was almost paid if
not at all, but waile we were able
to .pay .our share forthe pavment
of teachers and catechists, we still
suffer injustice from the Synod
Committee. i

Mr J. Amoa, teacher for class I
last year, has gone to the college
at Akropong to take his theologi-
cal course, His place is vacant.
Had ‘it heen any other town.in a

-

district from which any of the
members of the committee comes
from,the situation would havebeem
remedied. While some schoals,
having the same number on reolk
as Bompata, had 7 teachers, whem
Bompata school had only 5, with
unceasing threatenings with re-
moving one of these five teachers.

Synod Committee Attitude

[f conditions will still remain, T
would suggest to the committee
to make amendment in distributing
the assessments. It will be wise
then, and justifiable to share it i
proportion with the number of
agents employed and not the
number of communicants in each
district.

This hostile attitude of the
Synod Committee towards che
town and district, should be
discontinued if the Committee
has in view the welfare of the
educational and religious activities.

A teacher may therefore be
appointed to support the work to
ease the work crowded upon the
few teachers who would eventually
be blamed by the Educational
Authorities and the ‘Synod
Committee for a fault originated
by the partial attitude of the
committee.

If the few teachers are doing
remarkably geod work toward the
progress of Gold Coast Education,
why should the Synod Committee,
as the governing head of the
Presbyterian Schools, not help ?
I hope things would be amended,
otherwise, the poor members will
no more contribute their shares ta
the Central Fund from which
they derive no benefit.
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is questionable, and the legality of Germany re-arming in the
face of a treaty stipulation is also questionable. But, as we
know, diplomacy disregards ethics and law, where force is apo-
theosized. Judging from the pronouncements of British states-
men, another 1914 fiasco is imminent, despite the trip ot Sir
John Simon and Captain Anthony Eden to Berlin last week-
end. And we are more interested in how another European
war will affect the destiny of Africa. .

LOCOMOTIVE DRIVERS

LL sections of the community will welcome the news
A that Government has decided that in future all e%%‘me
est

drivers in the Gold Coast will be natives of

Africa. i ‘ ‘

There is nothing so gratifying as the policy that is now to
be adopted, and West Africans can look forward to the future
with hopes so far as this profession is concerned. ;

We trust that the General Manager will give wider
scopes for training, with a vicw to recruitment ultimately into
the permanent establishment of the department, Africans who

1 ¥ . -
3 qLK(I:cfgrding to Sir Arnold: “All engine drivers in this
Colony in future will be natives of West Africa and it hz:s
given me much pleasure to accede to the General Manager’s
request for an increase in the number of pensionable posts in
this rank.” Fd o T

There is nothing so encouraging in recent years; and as
we have said before, we reiteriate that Sir Arnold has carved
a niche for himself in the annals of Gold Coast history. This
is, so far as our knowledge goes, a decisive step in the right

on.

dlrec&/e are looking forward to the day when West Africans
would hold all the important posts in the Civil and Adminis-
trative Departments of this Government, especially in the
Judl?ll?lgy'time is not far distant also when realisation will dawn
upon the youths of the country that all of us cannot be white-
collar workers but that there is dignity .in every sphere of
labour. ‘ ~ A Sar .

In this respect,. we must say at once that we do not agree in
any quota system as a means tothigher education, nor-do ' we

“share the siew that educational system ‘st be "’r'e_dhg_ed"a}id

4 vitoudaill  Hiigliit Have UCCll WOISCO oI
better than the Treaty of Versailles.

However, let us consider the part of
the Treaty of Versailles which is respon-
sible for the ruse in Europe today. This
section is so important that two British
emissaries have gone to Germany and
the outcome of their visit will have an
important bearing on the future politic-
al history of Europe. It is admitted that
it had not been possible to crystallise an
Anglo-German entente or an alliance of
a military nature, but Great Britain has
discarded its policy of isolation, and
diplomacy is a very intriguing game
at that!

The Treaty of Versailles was formu-
lised by various Committees of  the
Paris Peace Conference. Controversial
questions were discussed and settled by
the Supreme Council whilst the approv-
al of the Plenary Conference was per-
functory. On May 7, 1919, this treaty
was presented to the German- delegation
at Versailles. There  were criticisms
from the Chinese delegates with refer-
ence to'Shantung. General Ian Christian
Smuts also criticised sections  of the
Treaty. Exchange of ratifications  took
place on January 12, 1920, and this
pact became effective as from that date.

Part V of the Treaty was devoted to
the. Military, Naval, and Air clauses.
The preamble of this part reads: ‘‘In
order to render possible the initiation
of a general limitation of the armamenis
of . all nations, Germany undertakes
strictly to observe the military, naval,
and air clauses which follow.’”

In Section I, Military Clauses, Chap-
ter I, Effective and Cadres of the Ger-
man Army, Article 160 limited  the
German Army not to exceed ‘‘one hun-
dred thousand men, including officers
and establishments of depots. The
Army shall be devoted exclusively to
ths maintenance of order within the
territory and to the control of the fronti-»
ers,”’ ;M v

IV Nalvid llias nlllly A4V L wlllrl we
more than seven divisions of infentry,
and three divisions of cavalry.”’

The Foreign Air Attachés in Berlin
were informed lately that the German
Military Air Force will come into exist-
ence on the first of April, (vide our
issue of March 15, page i, column 2).

This is also a violation of Part V,
Section III, Article 198 which stipulat-
ed that “‘The armed forces of Germany
must not include any military or naval
air forces.””’ y

The momentous decision of Germany
has made it a sort of a stormy petrel in
contemporary international politics and
diplomacy. Great Britain has discussed
the same in the House of Commons.
Sir John Simon, the British Foreign
Minister, was apprehensive but thought
that since other nations were arming,
it might be better to conciliate with
Germany.

France, on the other hand, despite
its traditional point of view with refer-
ence to Germany's position in European
diplomacy, has invoked paragraph 2
of Article XI of the League of Nations
Covenant (i.e. Part.I of the Treaty of
Versailles) which reads: ‘It is also de-
clared to be the friendly right of each
Member of the League to bring to the
attention of the Assembly or of the
Council any circumstance whatever
affecting international relations which

.threatens to disturb international peace

or the good understanding between na-
tions upon which peace depends.”’

In its Note to the League, France |
charged Germany with violation of
international law ‘‘by a unilateral de-
nunciation’’ of an international treaty.,

To be fair to Germany it is too evideni
that it cannot remain un-armed in
Europe which is literally, . an armed
camp. On the other hand, Hitler’s poli-
Cy seems to be a continuation of *“‘the
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At the James Town Tribunal
before Nee Kojo Ababio 1V, his
councillors and elders, Otoo
Ankrah instituted civil action

against R. A. Barnor, clerk for.

Society for Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, for failing to give
receipt on a loan of £2 given him,
as repeated requests to do so by
him have proved futile. Hearing
was adjouned till Monday. ,

In defending himself Mr Barnor
said that he did not remember re-
ceiving an amount of £2 from the
plaintiff, neither had he told him
that he wanted money to defray

expenses.

anl)']{am[?nond, clerk for Messrs
G. B. Ollivant & Co, Ltd, a  wit-
ness to the plaintiff, stated that
he handed the money to Otoo
Ankrah for transmission to Barnor
and that he had gone for the
receipt On twd SUCCESSIVE Sun-
days without good results.

Mould Gives Evlc!ence

The second witness, ¥, J. Mould,

ke, W G e el R AT R A e

N

Affua Claims £25 As Nortei
Denies To Have Had Social
Relationship With Her

An action for £25 damages was
brought by Affuah Assiedu against
Nortei Quaye, at the Ga Manche's
Tribunal last Thursday before Ivce
Tackie Obili and his Counciliors.
Judgement was reserved until
Thursday 28th instant.

The plaintiff's claim was for the
defendant to show cause why he,
the defendant after having ‘had so-
cial relationship with plaintiff, he
defendant, should retuse to accept
responsibility for -indisposition
resulting therefrom. :

Complained of Pains

The defenddnt was represented
by his brother, Nortey Oquaye,
who, sworn on the Holy Bible,

.stated that .he and the plaintiff

were staying in the same house,
and that he, the defendant knew
the plaintiff a year after her arri-
val from Kumasi, not before.

™l dmtod renrecentative ex- |

Note Says Germany Violates
Treaty Of Versailles While
Still In The League

PARILS, March 22— A telegram
was sent to the Secretary Gene-
ral of the of Nations, by the
I'rench’  Foreign Minister on
Wednesday, on account of the
introduction of German conscrip-
tion, reports a British Official
Wireless dispatch.

The Note states that Germany
has committed a breach of her
international engagements while
still a member of the lLeague
and recalls the preamble to the
League Covernant binding states

scrupulously to observe their
treaty obligations.
Futhermore, it asks for an
exiraordinary meeting. of the
League Council in virtue of
paragraph 2 of Article x1 of the
League Covenant which recog-
nises the friendly rights of

[the military air arm.
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BERLIN, Marca 22 (KReuters)—
France and Italy yesterdsy deli-
vered their Notes to. Germany
protesting against the latter's new
Conscription  Order.

France's Note, a’ stiffly worded
document, refuses to allow unila-
teral decisions, violating interna-

tional agreements, to be taken on

account of any negotiations. The
Italian Note protests on the same
lines. 7

Herr von Neurath, the German
Minister, has repudiated both pro-
tests on the grourd that the dis-
wrmament clanses of the Versailles
I'reaty have already been violated

by the other s gnaiories,

FRANCE ASKS [,€00.000,000

FRANCSFOR AIR DEFENCE -

PARIS, March (Rewlcrsy.—
[he French Government has
asked for credits to the total of
sixteen hundred million {'t,600,000

=

000) francs for the renovation of

B e B
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Our Ladies A
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suggest that the Royalist
Society should undertake to

I have read with great
satistaction the article by
“ Rosalind” which appeared
in your valuable journal of
the 7th March, 1935, regard-
ing the absence of ladies at
Jpublic lectures. '

Whilst contemplating as to
what adequate steps should

be adopted to improve the
present much spoken of
situation, I have come to

observe that a public lecture
“The place of manners In
!education " to be delivered by
Mr John Buckman, M.B.E. has
been arranged to take place
at the Bishop’s School Hall,
on Monday the rith March,
S L A under the
auspices of the Accra Roya-
list Society..
Will Yieid Fruits

As we are all aware, this
society has a great number of
patroniesses and lady honor-
.rv members, and it would be
encouraging to nofe (as [ Lope
they would) if the Socie'y
would endeavour to urge upoi
their ladv  helpers to be pre-
sent at their forthcoming
lecture.

This venture if seriously

o0—

arrange  another  suitable
lecture directed chietly towards
the education and welfare of
our ladies to be delivered by
one of their patronesses or
lady honorary members and
the chair on that occasion to
be presumably occupicd by a
lady. . ;

I have been forced to make
this suggestion and hope 1
have not gone beyond bounds,
because I am led to the
conclusion that no other
society could be sufficiently
able to undertake this laud-
able task, than the Royalist
Society on whose roll of mem-
bership are a large number of
ladies (patronesses and lady
honorary members,)

Unity and Service

Moreover, onz of the objects
ot this society is to give a
coneeption of the possibilities of
mutual understanding with a
view torendering possible the

spirit of usity and service,
and [ believe that as we all
fecel nervous at the present
moment that the presence or

lattendance of ladies at public

...“_r!"’.i_
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Achimota Exhibition
~——000——

The Exhibition which took
place at Achimota last Friday
Wwas most interesting.

The houses were divided — al-
phabetically into departments,
each containing special materials.

I was much impressed when I
got to house ‘‘T”’ which contain---
ed “‘housecraft.” :

There were two divisions im
this house. In the first were a lot
of girls preparing various Africam -
and European dishes.

In the second were heautiful
materials comprising baby’s cot,.
table cloths, chemises, cloth ba".cj
sweaters and several smart spebCiw
mens, all hand-sewn, and reflect--
Ing great credit to the girl work--
ers 1 this section.

'I_,’here was another house in
Wh]_ch Nature wag apparent im
all 1ts beauty, i.e., flowers. birds
of diverse kinds with Tovely
’:?:;?01'8, insects of almost  all
FlK‘ ‘-]. X—my,. pictures frone

orle Bu-Hospital and last but
not least, the skeleton of a man.
thcﬁje I:'ol;‘(;;n;‘cttab]e to say that

ot many spectators.
0 hundred were pre--

About fiftee
sent,

B4 The Exhibition w
tive that T wished
more: people,
men.

I SR AIES vk o A T i

as so instruec--
there  wwere
particularly wo-




e

Moxpay Marcr 25, 1935

SIC

A AN
A LN

RAIN SPOILS TEACHER'S &
KORLE LAGOON’S MATCH

Former Scores 68 For 10 And |
Latter 23 For 4 But Bad
Weather Stops Match:

- Resuming play last Saturday
at Guggisberg Park, - before a

NATIONAL SCHOOL BEATS
GOVERNMENT BY | TO 0

Opposing Te—;makes Efforts

To Equalise But Nationals
.Give Defence To Wings

In the presence of over 5,000
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GILDEA AND FEENY BEAT
JOSEPH & QUARTEY 6-4, 6-3

Well-Known Achimota -Pair

(

P J e R o S AN
G. € BOXING TOURNEYS,

WILL TAKE PLACE SOON:

Soard Of Control Decides To-
Have Sub-Committees In
Different  Sections

The proposed Gold Coast Box~-
ing Board of Control met st the
Rodger Club on Thursday, March
21, under the chairmanship - of
Mr B. Benest. ‘

The Board decided to have
Sub-committees in different seo-
tions of the Gold Coast, allied

spectators,the Gold Coast Nation-
al School defeated the Govern-
ment School in the football match
In respect of the Annual Schools’

bhandful of onlookers, Teachers
Cricket Club scored 68 runs all
out against Korle Lagoon Cri-

with the parent-body at Acera.
With reference to the position:
of boxers, promoters, and man-

Are Somewhat Off-Colour
And Lose Championship

cket Club which rolled 23 runs
for the loss of four wickets.
The mateh was marred by rain,
and thereforc declared drawn.

~ Badger and P.D. Quartey
(senior), went in tocontinue their
overnight batting, and the pair
surprised the bowlers when they
hit 16 runs at short intervals,
to bring the total to 48, before
Erskine renewed his successes
by dismissing Quartey for 6.

toss and
hill.

p-m., and the weather
fair and tavourable on

Football League contested at the
Government
Ground last Friday afterno
one goal to nil,

School  Sports

on, by

The National School won the
preferred to play down-

Play was commenced at 4.30
was quite

all sides,

Left Wingers Shine ;
The National School team which

Mensah the tenth man joined
Badger, and by splendid batting
T runs were added to the score,
ere Badger 15, the hero of the
day, was clean
Brskine. : :

Botchway the last man in,
partnered Mensahy» and hit a
boundary for four, and later
made a single run,

Badger Bowled by Erskine

bowled by

The couple

secured a firm position for their
pide when 13 runs were contri-
buted to reach a total of 68 all

out.

NnNnaided

determined to defeat the
Champions in previous years,
commenced with full vigour coupl-
ed with skill and tactics which
made the game to be more thrill-
ing and very sensational.

Mensah at the left™aut and
‘““Dangerous” Ankrah at the Jeft

in, kept and protected their
wings strongly that no player of
the opposing team, however skil-
ful he played, could get the least
chance of passing by, \
“Dangerous” Ankrah especially

figured prominently as he dodged
almost every player he met and

proceeded boldly to the tront

T st

L P el o el e

At the Lawn Tennis Club
courts, Rowe Road, on Friday
afternoon last, Gildea and Feeny
won the Men's Open Doubles
Championship of the All-Comers
Tennis Tournaments from Joseph
and Quartey, of Achimota, by de-
feating them 6-4, 6-3. Mrs Burner
and Mrs Hamilton also beat Mrs
Shaw and Mrs Barnhill in the
Ladies Handicap Doubles, final,
by 6-1, 6-3. _ Kl :

Except for an occasional minor
sparkle on the part of Quartey,
Mrs Burner, and Mrs Shaw, the
afternoon’s play was singularly
thrilless. The losers were unable
to put up a fight against their con-
querors, who had too easya time

of i¢.

Match Ends Tamely

In the men's contest, Joseph
appeared to be a little off-colour,
and netted a good many balls, In
addition his strokes hadn’t their
usual pep and accuracy.

Nor was Quartey up to his own
standard for that matter, but now
and again he served and followed
through rather’ well. Heis about
(g A BTN e ! U L2 R o

the promoters,

agers, it was agreed that pros-
pective promoters should: notify
the Board of their plans for @
Poxing bout, and that their ac—

tivities should be legalised by
the issuance of licenses.
Boxers will be Licensed
In this connection, it  was:
agreed that no contests for

championships or for trophies-
would be recognised unless per--
migsion for the same had heem
expressly granted by the Board.
Boxers will have to take ouf.
licenses and their compensatior:
will be regulated so as to protect:
the managers,

and the boxers, 2

Tournament in April

The Board sanctioned the
staging of a boxing tournament.
on April 5, under 1ts auspices, im
aldﬁof the Bovs” Seouts.
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- GERMANY RE-ARMS
THE deliberations of the Legislative Council seem to have

attracted more attention so that we have left the outside

world, with its increasing problems, temporarily, While
Sir Arnold Hodson was assuring us tha_t “barring no unforseen
cvent, the ship of staze will soon be sailing through calmer ang
less troubled waters,” the Right Honourable Mr George
Lansbury, M.P., Leader of the Opposition, -told the British
Parliament that recent events in Germany had “caused a shock
and a feeling akin to despair almost comparable with what hap-
pened in 1914.” In other words, the I uropean States haye
carried their policy of preparedness so far that they are like »
loaded dynamite awaiting for some one to light the fuse.

Herr Hitler, since assuming the reins of Government, made
it definite that the future of Germany cannot oe guided by ip-
ternational pacts and documents, H};s idea of the New "Ger-
many is a resurrection of the “blood and iron” policy of the
Prince Otto von Bismarck,

Despite the fact that the Treaty of Versailles in et
Article 198, restricted Germany to the effect that “The armed
forces of Germany must not include any military or naval ajr
forces,” the German Reich have disregarded this provision and
have proceeded to build up an aerial force with Herr von
Goering as General of Flyers. Germany has also scrapped a
section of Article 160 which restricted the German Army to not
“more than two army corEIs‘headqua.rters staffs.”  As reported
in our issue of March 1o, Hitler has increased this to 4 “peace-

% !
time army of twelve army corps.” ;
™ oy vy =y

The Treaty of Versailles is an inter-
national document of great importance
in the history of contemporary Europe.
Like all treaties, whether bi-lateral or
multi-lateral, it is one of the evidences
and sources of international law. The
legality of treaties is thus an important
aspect in international. relations.

It is true that this treaty was imposed
on Germany because it lost the war.,
Let it be admitted that the terms were
dictated more*or less by  Woodrow
Wilson, Georges Clemenceau and
Lloyd George. The fact still remains
that Germany, of her own accord, signed
the treaty, ratified the same, - and
accepted it in its entirety.  This is a
fact, despite ‘the fiction of international
law embedded therein.

When now the Allied Powers stayed
their hands from bombarding the muni-
cipalities of Germany, from seizing the
Ruhr district, from annexing the Saar,
it was agreed that there should be an
aggregatio mentium for re-shaping the
map of Central Europe.

Germany took part in some of these
deliberations. Although a part of its
territory was converted into the Corrid-
or between Eastern Prussia and Poland,
and a section was given back to  the
French irridentists, yet it would seem
that from the precedents of international
law and practice, Germany had to bear
the brunt for having allowed the Allies
to win the war, and rlhereby be in posi-
B O 1 O N P 6 atebe o AR T ons iy

be grouped not ‘‘under more than

 two army corps headquarters staffs.’’
It further says: ‘‘The maintenance or
formation of forces differently grouped
or of other organisations for the com-
mand of troops or for preparation for
war is forbidden. The Great German
General Staff and all similar organisa-
tions shall be dissolved and may not be
reconstituted in any form,’’

In Section 1II, Air Clauses, Article
198 says: ‘‘The armed forces of Ger.
many must not include any military or
naval air forces.”’

The above is a sketchy presentation
of the background and pertinent por-
tions of the text of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles which is- now -the basis of Eu-
ropean diplomacy,

Germany has no doubt violated the
Treaty provisions. In a proclamation
made by Hitler to the foreign represen-
tatives in Germany, last Sunday, (see
our issue of March 19, page 2, column
2) Germany has made a ‘‘momentous
decision’’ to re-introduce general and
compulsory military service and “to
form a peace-time army of twelve
army-corps, comprising thirty-six dipi-
sions.”’

This is obviously a violation of Part
V, Section 1, Chapter I, Articles 150
(which stipulated that ‘“The German
military forces cheibdaes demobilised and

- ., TR
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SALTPOND

The Methodist Church Choir
staged their vperata entitled “The
King of the Shearwood FIorest’

-«on Saturday March o, at the yard

of Mr K. O.Cann.

The place was tastefully deco-
rated. The operata, as usual, was
-well patronised and perfect order
swas observed.

The community demanded that

‘the entertainment be repeated
. and we hear preparations are be-

\

ing made by the Choir.

For convenience, we would ad-
vise that the entertainment be
held in the junior school room.
Here. lichts could be readily ob-
+ ained. ’

USEDR POSTACGE STAMPS
for 2000 well assorted clean
stamps of only British and French
West. Africa, IV send. a. nice
WRIST- WA TCH in chrome,
Shock-proof. [For 200 stamps
I send catalogque with nicz gift.
G. RESTEN, 15 bis, Rue de
Maubeuge, PARIS-g (FRANCE)

AGBOGLOSHIE

—

One of the European Foreman
Platelayers, has lost the respect
of his follow workers.

Heis in the habit of “picking
aip” women on the road and tak-
ing them to his bungalow.

This happened on the 4th of

~March, at AWway Bunga-

AKIM SOADRO

The insanitary condition of
Akim Soadro calls for immediate
attention. In spite of fines and
licence -fees representing revenue
collected, the authorities seem to
take no notice of petitions to
improve the condition of the town.

Is it because we have failed to
bring the matter to the Press?
We appeal to our worthy
Nananum Ayirebi Acquah and
Tsibu Darku, who represent the
Bosome Statc' in the Legislative
Council, to ask the Hon D. M. H.
S. to devote part of the revenue
collected, for improvemént of this

ancient town.

Will the authorities kindly vote
in the forthcoming Session of the
Legislative Council, money for
expenditure likely to meet the
requirements of modern improve-
ments 'as are being enjoyed by
most of our sister States?.

A3050

The Centenary celebration of
the Aboso- Methodist Mission
society took place on the 8th ins-
tant. In the morning of that
day at about 10, all the mem-
bers of that society turned out,
the procession (starting from the

[

PRICKLY HEAT!

Come to Kingsway Chemists for
Mentholated Dusting Powder
and Prickly Heat Soap!

If you are troubled with Prickly Heat come

. to Kingsway Chemists. An application of

Kingsway Prickly Heat Lotion or Mentho-
lated Dusting Powder after washing with
Kingsway Prickly Heat Soap will speedily
soothe and allay the irritation,

INGSWAY
K CHEMISTS LTD.g

Prescriptions accuratefy |
and promptlydispensed. §

~Brahches throughout THE GOLDIC OA S andiin NIGERIAY
W.A.P.—111
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- THE NATIVE

RIBUNALS

By W. D. Ofei.

I note with surprise the vehe-
imence with which one ‘‘Order’’
«congratulated and at the same

.#ime blamed me for my article

«captioned as above which appear-
«d in the issue of the 1st ingtant
«of this daily.

My suggestion with reasons
#hat the Paramount Chief’s Tri-
“bunal should be deprived of its
powers to entertain appeals from,
and teo stop the trial of. certain
type of cases by, the Divisional
Chief’s Tribunal, has so " dis-
pleased ‘‘Order’’ as to make
him treat with contempt and ri-
dicule my article in his own ar-

“icle published on the 11th instant

4n this paper.

Not Exceeding its Powers
Obviously, if ‘‘Order’” were not

-3 criticaster, he would have given

reasons for disagreeing with me.

T daresay, no Registrar attached
%0 a Divisional Chief’s Tribunal

can unblushingly and without

gompunction say that the Para-
‘mount Chief’s Tribunal has not

-v

been exceeding its power under

Mﬁf ‘the Native Admin-

Now, postulating that the Di-
visional Chief’s Tribunal s
equally judicially handicaped as
the Paramount Chief’s Tribunal,
can it be convincingly argued that
the latter can guide the former
qua Tribunal below? Is it not but

_the blind leading the blind?

Strong Belief Stated

~ The difficulties of a man who
itends to appeal against & de-
cision of the Paramount Chief’s
Tribunal, sitting as an appellate
Tribunal, because of his inabili-
ty ‘to satisfy the heavy costs—
especially in land cases— before
being granted Leave of Appeal,
cannot be slightingly considered
by any son of the country who
relies on the freedom of defending

one’s rights as a corner-stone in
democracy.

It'is my strong belief that the

deprival of the Paramount Chief’s
Tribunal of its appellate jurisdic-
tion will engender a healthy com-
petition among the Tribunals as
regards judements:; that the Pa-
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NUGGETS OF AF

By ‘Antar”
World Copyright. Reproduction Prohibited.

RICAN HISTORY
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THE AFRICAN IN HOLLAND

.............

....................................

At the period when Holland and
Gneat Britain were fighting for sea
power and colonies, the African played
a part in the history of Holland which
affected not only Burope but Africa
as well. Jacques Elisa Capitein (16987
-1780?) ftlourished in Holland at the
time of the Peace of Utrecht which
made present day Holland a part of
Austria. This period was also an im-
portant stage of the Slave Trade.

< According to Blumenbach, Capitein
was supposed-tc be born somewhere in
the Guinea Coast of West Africa. Some
writers - suggest. Elmina, When he was
about eight years old, he was kidnap-
ped and bought by a slave dealer at

.St Andrew’s River,

His new master named him *‘Capi-
tein,’* instructed him, baptised him
and took him to Holland, Here he
studied the Dutch language and became
interested in painting as well.

He began to study at the Hague,
according to Abbé Henri Gregoire, and
through the aid of Miss Boscam, & pious
and learned lady, he gained access to
the richness and beauty of the follow-
ing languages which he eventually mas-
tered : Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Chal-

dean

gratissima sede non primum tantumg
elementa’ linguae Belgico addidici,**
i.e. ‘‘Now in the most pleasant Dutch
settlement not only did I learn in addi-
tion the rpdiments of Belgian......>

Probably, the most famous poemg
of Capitein in his Ode to Death. This
was written in Latin and has been frans~
lated by scholars. It reads thus: “‘In-
vide mors totum vibrat sua tela pen
orbem,”’ i.e. *‘Envious death brandighesy
its weapon through the whole woghd,’s

After finishing his studies at Leydenmy

‘he was sent as a Calvinist Miojsters.
to Elmina. It is remarked by Blumen-

bach that Capitein’s professor,, Dg
Brugmans, reported that the end -of
Capitein was rather mysterious,

He is said to have been slain by his
countrymen when he attempted to foiss
Western ideas on them. He is also
said to have ‘‘gone native’’ and .em-
braced paganism, throwing the Clris-
tian religion overboard, and later died
in obscurity.

B
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Such has been the practices of

¢ State in the hands of the
Elders and Councillors who are
supposed to engineer the destiny
of the State. If .thiss atrocious
customis not stopped by the Gov-
ernment and is-allowed to soar
high, the result will be none the
better for the State.

I am positive that the Govern-
ment has no hands in this kind
of barbaric custom and Il am very
certain that it does not know
that such kind of inhuman treat-
ment is rife at someother parts
of the British Empire otherwise

76 | immediate steps would have been

taken against it.

And that is the more reason
why I am appealing to the govern-
ment through the media of the
Gold Coast Press for it to know
how some citizens of the British
Empire are made to suffer and
Jeave their town, country, friends
and relatives for ever, when they
have not committed any serious
crime against the State that might
be capable of interpretation as
treason in th> or within the
meaning of treason in the native
custom and usage.

nh o i THla Py
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By Kwasivi
bl ——000——
_ (Continued from ouwr iast Saturday's issue)

rious in this aspect is that the
Chiet within whose town this kind
of crime has happened, fines the
fumily of the unfortunate girl
some monev ranging from £i5
to 420 as violation of the law.

What price Educaticn?

One significant fact about me-
dcrn civilisation is that the Para-
mount Chief of Manya Krobo
has seen the value of e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>