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LAWS

OF

NEW-JERSEY.

Ax ACT to ratify and confirm an agreement, made between Com-
missioners appointed by the Legislature of the state of Penn-
sylvania, and Commissioners appointed by the Legislature of
the state of New-Jersey, for the purpose of settling the jurisdic-
tion of the river Delaware, and Islands within the same.

. Passed May 27, 1783.

WHEREAS, Commissjoners, duly appointed on the part of the
state of Pennsylvania, and Commissioners duly appointed on the
part of the state of New-Jersey, for the purpose of settling the
Jurisdiction of the river Delaware, and Islands within the same,
have executed two instruments of an agreement for the
aforesaid, one for each state, which agreement is contained in the
following words:

An agreement made and concluddd between GrorcE BrYAN,

".GEORGE GrAY, and WiLL1AM BinemaM, Commissioners appoint-
ed by the Legislature of the state of Pennsylvania, for settling the
Jurisdiction of the river Delaware, and Islands within the same;
and ABrAEAM CrARk, JosEPH CooPER, and THoMAs HENDER-
soN, Commissioners appointed by the Legislature of the state of
New-Jersey, for the like purpose.

WHEREAS, inconveniences and mischiefs have arisen, and may

hereafter arise from the uncertainty of jurisdiction within and on

the river Delaware; therefore to prevent the same, and in order that
law and justice may hereafter in all cases be executed and take
effect within and upon the said river, from shore to shore, in all parts
and places thereof, where the same river is the boundary between
the said states, the said Commissioners do agree and establish for
and in behalf of their respective states, in manner following ; that
is lo say— :
First. It is declared that the river Delaware from the Station-
Point, or north-west corner of New-Jersey, northerly, to the place
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iiponh the said river where the circular boundary of the state of

Delaware toucheth upon the same, in the whole length and breadth
thereof, is and shall continue to be and remain a common highway,
equally free and open for the use, benefit, and advantage of the said
contracting parties. Provided nevertheless, that each of the Legis-
latures of said states shall hold and exercise the right of regula-
ting and guarding the Fisheries on the said river Delaware, an=
nexed to their respective shores, in such manner, that the said Fish-
eries may not be unnetessarily interrupted during the season of
catching shad, by vessels riding at anchor on the fishing-ground,
or by persons fishing under claim of a common right on said rivers

Secondly. That each state shall enjoy and exercise a concurrent
Jurisdiction within and upon the water, and hot upon the dry land
between the shores of said river, but in such sort, nevertheless,
that every ship and other gessel while riding at anchor before an
city or town in either stat®;'where she hath last laded or .unlad
or where it isintended she shall first thereafter either lade or unlade,
shall be considered exclusively within the jurisdiction of such
state; and every vessel fastened to, or aground on the shore of
either state, shall in like manner be considered exclusively within
the jurisdiction of such state; but that all capital and ether offences,
trespasses, or damages, committed on said river, the juridical ini
‘vestigation and determinatioh thereof, shall be exclusively vested
in the state wherein the offender or person charged with such of-
fence, shall be first appreheniled, arrested, or prosecuted.

Thirdly. That all Islands, Eylots, and dry land within the bed,

-and between the shores of the said river, and between the said
‘Station-Point, northerly, and the Falls of Trenton, southerly,

shall, as to jurisdiction, be hereafter deemed and considered as

4 sarts and parcels of the stite to which such insulated dry land
‘doth lie nearest at the time of making and executing this agree-

ment; and that froin said Falls of Trenton to the state of Dela-
ware, southerly, Biles’s Island near Trenton, Windmill Island
opposite to Philadelphia, League Island, Mud or Fort Island, Hog
Island, and Little Tinnicum Islands, shall be annexed to the state
of Pennsylvania, and consideted as parts and parcels thereof;
and that Biddle’s or Newbold’s Island, Burlington Island, Petty’s
‘Fslands, Redbank Island, Harmanus Helm’s Island, Chester Isl-
and, and Shiverse’s Island, shall be annexed to the state of New-
Jersey, and considered as parts and parcels thereof; and that all
other Islands within said river,between the Falls of Trenton and
the state of Delaware, which are not herein before particularly
‘enumerated, shall be hereafter deemed and considered as parts and
fcels of the state to which such island doth lie nearest at the
ate hereof ; and that all Islands which may hereafter be formed
‘within the said river, shall be classed and annexed to the jurisdic-
ton of either state according to the same principle.
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Fourthly. 'That this present agreement, and every article andygeemgey, :
.tlause therein contained, shall be suspended and take no effect until , ., =, i
each of the Legislatures of the state of Pennsylvania and New- . e
Jersey respectively, shall have passed laws approving of, and rati- = ' **~2/
fying the same; which being done, the said agreement shall then =" ™" —-
be considered as a joint compact between the said states, and the ~ " - <=~ 7
citizens thereof respectively, and be forever thereafter irrevocable-w. vy« 3 -* ;
by either of the said contracting states, without the concurrence, . _ =
of the other. In witness whereof, we, the Commissioners of the, ".~ %
aforesaid states, have set our hands and secals to two instruments ‘ o)
of the agreement, one for each state, dated this twenty-sixth day-~ reem -l
of April, Anno Domini, one thousand seven hundred and -eighty-
three.

5

e,

Josepa CooPER, . S.) GEeorGE GrAY, L. S,
TaomAs HExDERSON, (L. 8.) Wwm. Bineuam, (L. S.

"Therefore, o
Be it enacted by the Council and General Assembly of this stalgld o o :
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That the afore-_ \, . _e
said agreement, and every article, clause, matter and thing there- ‘
in contained, shall be, and the same is hereby fully and amply . *
ratified and confirmed, and shall be and ever hereafter remain in >
force, agreeably to the true tenor and extent thereof.

'ABRAHAM CLARK, gL. S.g GrorGE BRYAN, §L. S.i
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AN Act further supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act to re o -~ .
gulate the fisheries in the river Delaware, and for other pur- N
poses,”” passed the twenty-sixth of November, one thousand R
eight hundred and eight. verma ey

J

and # is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That from a e 5 Aven
after the passing of this act, if any person or persons whomsoevery, ¥\ o
shall cast, draw, or in any wise make use of any seine or net '1?'?‘_, RURIN
the river Delaware, within the jurisdiction of this state, from sun- -8 y § o.."
set on Saturday, until sunrise on Monday of each and every week,.+?, ° v

%

s}

he, she, or they so offending, shall forfeit and pay the sum of two ? x;’!‘
hundred and fifty dollars, together with costs of suit, for each and " «..§ | ;" 2,
every offence: Provided, that nothing in this section contained shall | Y .}
prevent the owners or occupiers of eddy fisheries above the tide o e
water, from beginning to fish at twelve o’clock on Sunday night. -
2. JAnd be it enacted, That if any person or persons, whomso- .
ever, shall cast, draw, or otherwise use, for the purpose of catch- Ly
i~
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- ing fish, more than one seine or net in any one pool or fishing
:’ . s Place in the river Delaware, within the jurisdiction of this state,
. * _ /A~ On, opposite, or above the lowest or south-west end of Newbold’s
™ 20T Biddle’s Island, from thence down as far as the concurrent ju-
; Boo 600 sF 2o diction of this state and the state of Pennsylvania extends, mere
}ru‘r-/""'than two seines or nets in any one pool or fishing place within any
- e term of twenty-four hours, beginning at sunrise and ending on
y o= sunrise the day following, or shall be aiding or assisting therein,
i Yeory-bat) zcontrary to the true intent and meaning of this act, he, she, or
! Faew they, so offending, shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred
WA fifty dollars, together with costs of suit, for each and .every

such offence: Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for

- any person or persons, who, by accident or othérwise, may be de- -
; prived of the use of the seine or net first used in any pool or fish-
\ ing place, in any term of twenty-four hours, to withdraw the
i same, and substitute another seine or net in the place of the one so
i withdrawn. ‘

V Jee”-Z6 3. And be it enacted, That if any person ‘or persons shall cast,
' v aw, or otherwise make use of any seine or net of a larger mesh
# than three inches, for the purpose of catching fish in the river De-.
laware, within the jurisdiction of this state, below the head of

7> Trenton Falls, between the last day of May and the tenth of June,

o <& and between the tenth day of June and the tenth day of July, in

S any year, of any net more than fifty yards in length; and above the
_ bhead of Trenton Falls, of any seine or net of a larger mesh than
r W /?/% two inches, and more than fifty yards in length, between the last
. ‘ day of May, and the tenth day of July, in any year, he, she, or

ey, so offending, shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred

and fifty dollars, together with costs of suit, for each and every of-
®ence. . '
4. JAnd be it enacted, That the owner or possessor of every fish-

‘ ery upon the river Delaware, within the jurisdiction of this state,
) va)his tenant or agent, shall, before he occupies the same as a fishery,
ive to the clerk of the Court of Common Pleas of the county
. > wherein such fishery or the greatest part thereof may be, a de-
scription in writing of his, her, or their pool or fishing place, de-
“¥Signating the beginning and ending point, and the extent thereof
the river shore, together with the name of the township and
h,. county in which it is situated, and the number of men generally

Mmployed in fishing the same, and shall also enter into bond, with

one or more sufficient sureties, to the clerk of the said county, and
! his successors in office, in the penal sum of five hundred dollars,
: g ¢/ conditioned for the payment of all fines and penalties created or

given by this act, or the act or acts to which this is a supplement, -

!

: that shall and may be incurred and recovered for any infraction of,

i or offence against the said act or acts,, committed at such fishery, by
‘his, her, or their command or permission, during his, her, or their
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: son owning or entering the said fishery, painted in large legible
: . capital let%ers, on the gunwale thereof.ery e 5
“ %” 7. Jdnd be 1t enacted, That if any person or persons shall be
i aiound making use of a gilling-seine or drift-net in the river Dela-
- ware, within the jurisdiction of this state, and within the limits of
adde (o0 the concurrent jurisdiction of this state and the state of Pennsyl-.
e ania, without having first entered his gilling-seine or drift-net:
> shery, and given bond, as aforesaid, or beyond the angles of the
1 shore boundaries of the said fishery so entered, or with a mesh
Ty ‘:"‘ > larger than six inches and a half, or with a net longer than si
s ) fathoms, between the first day of March and the tenth day of July,
Lt of each and every year, he, she, or they, so offending,. shall forfeit
<. - 2" »and pay the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, together with
v 3& - < the costs of suit, for each and every such offence.
\1 B '_:ﬂ 8. Jnd be it enacted, That the township committee of each town«
C e s o *®ship adjoining the said river Delaware, within the jurisdiction. of
o1 "oy this state, may, every year, at their first meeting after their elec-
2 J“‘_',\ ’ tion, appoint one constable of their respective townships, whose
. SOl 4 Uuty it shall be, having taken an oath or affirmation before a jus-
"f/"f; & ?Q:ice of the peace of the township in which he resides, that he will,
Lotaleal jwithout fear, favor, or affection to any, endeavor to execute thia
2ot and the act or acts to which this is a supplement, according ta
g ‘ &2 the true intent and meaning thereof, carefully and diligently to
/'-ﬂ’;m -, view and inspect the shore;g of the said river, and the fisheries
. €e<T=7%2 thereon, in his. township, once a week at least, between the first
; éc/“*&—w‘d'ay of April, and the tenth day of July, in each and every year,
1 ~¢- "'to put this act in force, and to cause all offences or transgressions
CT . 3-.:"- _against the same, or the act or acts to which this is a supplement,
CTn ey 0 be prosecuted agreeably to the directions thereof, for which ser-
el W-yice he shall be entitled to receive the sum of seventy-five cents
‘[ .. - %3 Soper day, to be paid by the collector of the county in which he acts,
* = 7 %.. . on proving, by his own oath or affirmation, before some justice of
s nap®* - the peace.of the township, the number of days engaged in the said

gervice. -
- 9. Jnd be it enacted, Tirat 1f aNy cemotablo Of uny township in
-2 HAE "L this state, adjoining the river Delaware, shall neglect or refuse to
Pz >&@do and perform the duty enjoined upon him by this act, or the act

L m, OF acts to which this is a supplement, or to carry the same into ef-
W fect against any offenders within his own view or knowledge, or

*<** upon the information of any credible witness, he shall forfeit and
.o "‘.-_‘ Jay, for every such neglect, the sum of one hundred dollars, to- _
7 M6 e gether with the costs of suit. ‘ ;
¢ " staw” 10. dAnd be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall, by
i = wt 9y . . threat, menace or otherwise, attempt to deter or prevent any con.
# - » .  sgtable, collector, or any other person from enforcing or carrying
" =-@* " “inte effect this act, or the act or acts to which this is a supplement,
-+ o,n .2 %gs0t or any part thereof, he or they so offending, shall forfeit and pay

/‘ .
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the Sam of one hundred dollars, with costs of suif, for each and J<= AP /<!
every such offence.

11. JAnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the collectors

of the several townships adjoining the river Delaware, within this

state, to prosecute for any fines and penalties incurred within the

limits of their respective townships, under this act, or the act to

which this is a supplement, which come to their knowledge by their

own view, or the information of one or more credible witnesses. ' .

- 12. JAnd be it enacted, That in all and every action or suit for

any fine or penalty given or created by this act, or the act to which

tlds is a supplement, the person prosecuting shall or may sue by ) |
warrant or summons, in case the same is commenced in the court

for the trial of small causes, and by capias ad respondendum or

sanmons, in '®ase the action is commenced in any other court, an

}w, usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. o

* 13. JAnd be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall be ﬁder
found making use of any boat, seine, net, or other tackling in the o ‘
river Delaware, within the jurisdiction of this state, contrary to, o
the true intent and meaning of this act, or the act or acts to which _ L ‘
this is a supplement, he or they so offending, shall, in addition to &

the fine and penalties aforesaid, forfeit the boat or boats, seine or Pre,

seines, net or nets, or other tackling so made use of, and that it Md‘
shall be the duty of all the sheriffs and constables, and may beZse

Tawful for any person or persons, to seize and secure any suchgep 7 lewd -
boat, seine, net, or other tackling, as aforesaid, and immediately , '
thereafter give information to two justices of the peace of th
tounty where such seizure shall have been made, who are hereby
vequired and empowered to meet at such time and place as tliey
shall appoint for the trial thereof, and hear and determine the samé
in & summary manner, and, in case the same shall be condemned,
it shall be sold by the order, and under the direction of the said
Justices, who, after deducting all legal costs and charges, shall pay
one half of the proceeds of -said sale to the collector of the county
in which such offence shali-havc been committed, and the other half

to the person who shall have seized and prosecuted the same. D -
14. Jnd be it enacted, That if any person or persons on board /
any such boat, or in possession of such seine, net, or tackling, shal /—n Joie
resist any officer or any other person or persons in the lawful seizf,, Jpn& P&~
ure of the same, ‘then every person so offending shall forfeit a.nd7 M
pay the sum of one hundred dollars, together with thecests of suit, i ovoc
for each offence. - , ‘ Vo ?

15. JAnd be it enacted, That all and each of the penalties created, ’
given, or contained in this act, or the act to which this is a supple.
ment, or the other supplementary acts thereto, except such as are giv+ /“A

Laanttr
p

ento the party aggrieved, shall be sued for and recovered by action
of debt, with costs of suit, in any court of competent jurisdiction,
by any person or persons who will sue for the same, one half

B 4"“"";
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} ..~ NWP-+->"the prosecutor or prosecutors, and the other half to the collector of
* the county, for the use of the county in which such offence shall be
committed.

16. JAnd be it enacted, That the first, second, and fourth sections
of the act to which this is a supplement, passed the twenty-sixth
__ day of November, one thousand eight hundred and eight, and the
; act supplementary thereto, passed the twentieth day of November, -
3 one thousand eight hundred and nine, and a supplement to the said
- act, passed the twentieth day of January, one thousand eight han-
dred and fourteen, and the further supplement to the said act, pass-
ed the ninth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and
nineteen, and all and every part of the said acts, as come within
the purview of this act and is contrary hereto, be, and the same is

¢

1 «
[

(o d
% : hereby repealed: Provided, that the said repeal shwll in ne wise
d - affect any rights acquired under the act or acts so repealed, nor in-
U ey validate or make void any proctedings legally had or done, or

S - commenced under the same, but the same shall be prosecuted to
GG % Qi aa judgment and execution, as though the said act or acts were not
ﬂ.,‘.;m-_". ~ __ repealed: JAnd provided also, that no section, previse, or part of
PR N &\ this act shall be considered as valid or operative until the Legisla-
o 4(y o ture of Pennsylvania shall approve of the same by enacting a
LA e " “similar section, proviso or act, in‘whole or in part, and that from
/'; - <% and after the passing of such 13w, such parts hereof as shall be
o w ~\ 80 enacted and approved, shall imjmediately go into full force and
it | effect.

v ~‘ Sveai:, 17. JAnd be it enacted, That the Governor of this state.is hereby
{ requested te transmit an attested topy of this act to the Governor

,m“ of the state of Pennsylvania, requesting him to submit it to the
Legislature of that state. ! ‘

[ . Passed November 28, 1822.

- =

ey 5'\'\0 '@ An ACT further supplementary 1o an act, entitled ¢An Act towegu-
?S-‘v‘-’v‘. N 4. late the fisheries in the river Delaware, and for other purposes,”
?3-/ e o ;.:' \\ pasged the 26th day of November, 1808. p
t R T \\; Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Council and General Assembly of this
(A awendy 3 N State, and it is hereby enacted by tht authority oft the same, That from
) . and after the passing of this act, if any person or persons whosoever,
; shall cast, or lay out any seine or net in the river Delaware, within the
- . concurrent jurisdiction of this state and the state of Pennsylvania,
PR Qe  from sunseton Saturday, until twelve o’clock on Sunday night of each
BT andl every week, he, she, or they, sp offending, shall forfeit and ﬁ
(v e 20l @\ ;¢ the sum’of one bundred dollars, together with costs of suit, for each
' T and every offence. .
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, Bec.2. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall cast,
draw, or otherwise make use of ahy seine or net, of a larger mesh than
three inches, for the purpose of catching fish in the river Delaware,

within the jurisdiction of this state, below the head of Trenton Falls, -

between the fifth day of June and the tenth day of July, in any year,
or above the head of Trenton Falls, of any seine or net of a larger
mesh than two inches, between the tefth day of June and the tenth
day ulyip any.year, he, she, or they, so offending, shall forfeit

for ea

every
Sec. 3. And be it en

person or persons slnﬂae;i:.-a.:g~

and the state of Pennsylvania, below the Trenton bridge, without hav-
ing first entered his gilling-seine or drift-net fisheries, as required by
this act, or the act or acts to which this is a supplement, or beyond the
right angles, or the shore boundaries of the sa.idP

with a mesh larger than six inches and a half, or with a net longer than
sixty fathums, between the first day of March and the tenth day of
July of each and every year, every person so offending, shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor, and or cenviction thereof, shall be punished by fine,
not exceeding one hundr.dMollars, or by imprisonment in the county
jail not excéeding three moaths, or both, at the discretion of the court
before which such offender or cffenders shall be convicted.

Sec. 4. JAnd be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall un-
lawfully cast, draw, drift, anchor, stake, or etherwise make use of, any
glling-seine or drift-net, for the purpose of catchinﬁ fish, in the river

elaware, within the concurrent jurisdiction of this state and the
state of Pennsylvania, between the first day of March and the tenth
day of July, in each and every year, every person so offending, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, shall be pun-
ished by fine, not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment
in the county jail, not exceeding six months, or both, at the discretion
of the court before which such offender or offenders shall be convicted;
Provided, that this act shall noi.subject to conviction and punishment
any person or persons who have been subjected to a prosecution for a
penalty, as provided for in the seventh and eighth sections of the act {9
which this is a supplement. :

Sec. 5. /nd be it enacted, That all the acts and parts of acts which
come within the purview of this act, and are contrary to the provisions
of this act be, and the same are hereby repealed: Provided, that the
said repeal shall in no wise affect any rights acquired under the act or
acts 80 repealed, nor invalidate nor make void any proceedings legally
had or done or commenced under the same; but the same shall be pro-
secuted to judgment and execution, as though the said act or acts
were not repealed; /nd provided also, that no section, proviso, or part
of this act shall be considered as valid or operative until the legisla-

ture of Pennsylvania shall npgrove of the same, by enacting a similar ,

section, proviso, or act, in whole or in part, and that from and after

Google .

ed, That if an
time hereafter, u‘ﬁliwfully Yuke” us?'gf' AWy BMingseine, aryift-nef

in the river Delaware, within the concurrent jurisdigtion of this state ~

fishery, so entered, or
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", the pabsisg of such law, such parts hereef . as shall be s enacted and
- approved, shall immediately go into fall foroe and effect. :
‘ BEec. 6. JAnd be it macted, That the governor of this state is hereby
requested to transmit an attested copy of this act to the governor of
".the state of Pennsylvania, reguesting him to aubmxt it to the legula-
tnre of that state..
Paaseﬂ February 15, lsss}( . -
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