
What’s so important 
about discussion?



Things that discussion makes possible:

● consensus
● conflict resolution
● collaboration
● community-building

Discussion is not secondary to “serious” 
work on the wiki – it’s fundamental to 
how Wikipedia works.



Then (2005): Everything and 
the kitchen sink



Now (2013): Highly specialized
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How do these 
discussions actually 

look and behave?



1. User talk
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2. Article and other 
(category, template) 

talk
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3. Wikipedia 
namespace
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Articles for deletion

Requests for adminship
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These are the building 
blocks of discussion on 

English Wikipedia
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We need your help – 
nobody knows these 

discussion systems like 
you do
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Thanks!

Maryana Pinchuk

User:Accedie (volunteer)

User:Maryana (WMF) (work)

mpinchuk@wikimedia.org


