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[ INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SICiION

400L Nos. 2742, 2743 28 October 1946
! | ANAL?SIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Affidavits of a) Major Charles Thomas

BROWN and b) Estellita MORALES on Japanese Atrocities,
Philippine Islands .

Date: 1945-46 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language:English

Has it been translated? Yes ( ) No 21;
Hax it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Legal Section, SCAP

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: War Crimes Investigation Detachments
or Agents, War Crimes Office, JAGD, War Departmest

PERSONS IMPLICATED:

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Violation Geneva
Convention; Crimes Against Humanity; Atrocities, Philippines

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

Doc. No., 2742 - Affidavit of Major Charles T. BROWN, treats
of conditions at POW Camp in Tayabas Province, Luzon, where
about 300 American soldiers, many dying, were forced to work
on a road (in June and July 1942 (sse p. 2).

No medical supplies were furnished and due to this and
other causes, Brown states categorically he holds "the
Japanese Government responsible for the death of every
American who died at this camp".

Doc. No. 2743 - Affidavit of Estrellita MORALES is story of

Japanese troops bayoneting of fifteen Filipino civilians,
eight of themnchildren, at BOGO, CEBU, in October 1944

Analyst: W.H.WAGNER - Doc. Nos., 2742-2743
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Please state your name, age, nationality ang address?

- Estrellita MORALES y 19 years old, Filipino, and a resi-

dent of Binulho, Albuera, Leyte, P, T,

Do you intend to live at this address permanently?
Yes, sir,

Did you ever live in Cebu?
Tes, sir, in the tom of Bogo,

What family diq you live with at Bogo?
I was living with the SY family,

Can you give us the names, ages and sexes of the mem-
bers of that family?

Yes, sir, They are:

NAME AGE SEX
Manuel SY 30 M
Mrs. Agripina SY 25 F
Kia La YAP 28 F
Filotea SY 17 F
Arsenia SY 16 F
Tan San SY 40 M
Manuel SY, Jr, 14 M
Maria Teresa SY 9 F
Maria Corazon SY 7 F
Sonny Roberto SY 5 M
Maria Pacita SY 3 F
Maria Carmelita SY 1 F
Lydia (illegitimate daughter) L F

of Kia La YAP) -
Adriana Canete (servant of) 25 F
the family)

What happened to the members of this family?
They were all killed by the Japanese,

Can you tell us in your own words how the Japanese kill-

Yes, sir. At 2:00 PM on the 17th day of October, 1944,
a Japanese soldier came to the house of my master in Bo-
go and asked from him some clothings. Manuel SY, the
head of the family, gave the Japanese soldier a suit of
westpoint khaki and thereafter the J &panese went away,
Immediately afterwards the same Japanese came back with
two other Japanese soldiers and these three made us go
domnstairs and there we were all investigated. From that
point we were made to march to the direction of the su-
r central. When we reached the provincial road, our
ds were all tied behind our backs with a rope. Then
‘ere made to continue our march towards the sugar cen-
When we reached a house beside the road the owner
*h is "TIBONG", I only know the nickname, we were
' to go upstairs, except Filotea SY and Arsenia
ere made to march on to the sugar central and
‘ter on. When we reached upstairs, we were all
quat on the floor and then the Japanese began
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bayoneting us. At this time when I was hit four times
on my legs by bayonet, I pretended to be dead, and ob-
served carefully what the Japanese would be doing. The
Japanese then took the nipa walls of the kitchen of
"Tibong's" hou:o‘QQI they covered us with them. They
then set on fire the walls that covered us and left the
house. When the fire was blazing, I immediately left
the house, leaving the rest who I believe they were all
dead, and ran to 2 bamboo thicket and hid for a while.

Did you ever see any members of this family after you
left the house? .
From that time 1 never saw them again.

Did you ever return to that house to try o find any of
the bodies?
No, sir.

How many Japanese were present and took part in the ba-
yoneting?

There were two Japanese who bayoneted us and one guarded
us.

Were there any other prisoners in the house, besides
this family?

Yes, sir, we were 26 in 211 bayoneted and, in addition to
the members of the family T enumerated, they are:

NAME AGE SEX
Pedro HERRERA 50 M
Lourdes HERRERA 10 F
Ting SUAN JAS M
Pu Ya YAP L5 M
Bec HON JA) F
Domy YAP 12 M
"Tata” YAP 8 M
Lucia HERRERA 18 F
Teresita HERRERA % 10 F
ONG, first name unkmomn, Chinese 43 M
Sim PONG /8 M

and two other persons who were visitors of Pedro HERRE-
RA.

Did the three Japanese thal you mentioned as being pre-
sent kill all these people?
Only two killed all these people and one guarded us.

Was one of the Japanese who took part in the bayoneting
the one you identified in the POW Stockade #1 in Leyte
Detention Center this afternoon?

Yes, sir. (Note: Investigator identified this man as
Sgt-Major Katsushiro UENO, POW #517-155059.)

How long were you kept prisoners by the Japanese im this
house?
About tenm minutes.

Why were all these people killed by the Japanese?
I do not kmow, sir, but I learned from imformationm of




Q How dig JOUu manage to escape?

Japuuo, after se
that covereq us, left the houge,

At that time I was below
bodies Oof Agripins SY and Pedro HERRERA ,
od them aside and ran downstairs ag

fast ag Ry legs could
Carry me towards the bamboo thicket

hey are: Jose SY Jong Suy, Mariga SY, Sa Tsim, anq they
&re presently residing

Iy any of the other Japan

ese that were

arrest, investigation or bayoneting?

A Yes, 8ir, the other six I
L

e #1 in
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the vital parts ef my bedy. At that time we were all
untied and when we were all squatting em the fleer,
each and every ome of us, except the eleven children,
bent our heads and some were embracing each and every
member of their families and prayed. Later on before
the bayemeting I flatly lay dewn on the floer nmear Agri-
pina SY and Pedre HERRERA. Durimng the bayemetimg the
Japanese stabbed enly twe or three times om the vital
parts of the bedies; the adults made enly a lew grean
and the childrem made their loudest cry, amd this is
the reason why it teek omnly a shert peried ef time te
kill everyome in the heuse.

Q Did yeu hear any of the Japanese that you identified
this aftermeen issue any erders te ether Japanese that

were present at this time?
A Ne, sir.

Q Was any Japamese that you identified this aftermoen inm
command of the Japanese whe arrested, investigated er
beyeneted you?

A I cannet tell, sir.

Q De yeu kmew of any witnesses whe cam cerreberate your
testimeny?

A Andres HERRERA whe was taken along with Filetea SY and
Arsenia SY teward the Sugar Central mew resides at Pa-
negnawan, Medellin, Cebu, P, I,

Q De yeu have anythimg further te add te this statement?
A Ne mere, sir,

/s/ Estelita Merales
ESTELITA MORALES

COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES )
PROVINCE OF LEYTE ) S8
TOWN OF PALO

I, ESTELITA MORALES, beinmg duly swerm om eath, state
that I had read te me and understeed the translatienm of the
foeregeing tramscriptien of my interregatien and all answers
contained thereinm, cemsisting ef feur pages, amnd are true te
the best of my knewledge and belief.

/8/ Estelita Merales
ESTELITA MORALES

Subscribed and swern te befere me this 25th day ef Jam-
uary, 1946,

/8/ S, Jehnse
FRANK S. JOHNSON, Capt,, Ixf.

Investigating Officer, War
Crimes Invest. Detachment
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