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Lvidentiary pocument # 5061,
NX59561 Licut. Frank RAISBOTHAM, 2/20 justralian inf, mattalion,
beinz “duly sworn, (ives the following evidence;
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I becane a prisoner of war at Singapore on 15 February 1942
and went with working parties into Singapore early in Mpreh 1942 with
Capt. Gayden, from the same pattalion,

r oce occasion ry party was caucht with mobacec in their
haversacks and in their pockets and we were told to report to-the

Japanese [0 ot OUTRAIM ROAD school next orninge I took the men down
olmd o verc Lrousht before Lieut, Choisawa, who asked us for cviderce,
7e told him we had no cvidence and that the pen had sinply taken the
tobacco, He sentenced the whole party to rcceive 25 lashes each,
which were to be adrinistered ot once, I was tcld to take the party
outside the roon and T was then eallcd in am told Y rust watch the
procoedin;s, The nen were lrousht in one ut a tire and thrashed across
thc back, from the neck down to the buttocks with ridin; whips. when
the 25 lashes haod been adrinistcred the nen were rabbed by twec Japanese
privates, their hunds were twitched togethor with telephone wire which
was so tisht thet it cut into their wrists, They were then taken out
and tied to a fence cutside the HY in the sun with no hats. During this
tine a Japanese nedical officer, whose nume T do rot know, and S;t.Mj.
Fuji came into the room and tossed to sce who would do the next belting,
The Japanese medical officer lost rost of the tosses so took a riding
whip and went outside and lashed the ren across the rgga w?lg they were
tied up to the fence, Three riding fzips had alrocady- rhe When it
cone to ry turn I was given 25 strokes around the kidneys with the butt

end of the whip handle, 4is a result I suffered bruised kidneys and was
ccnfired in hospital for a couple of days,

ifter the punishrent had been adrministered the men were all
taker away and put into?rei‘rigeration van which was entirely without
ventilation, still with their hands tied behind their backs, They were
very crowded inside, and T was told tc stand to attention cutside and
keep puard on penalty that if any man ot out I would be held responsible,
I rermined there for abeut half an hour and then decided that if sore-
thin; was not donc the mon would eventuully die from suffocation, sc T
went and suw the interpreter about the matter. I was given a slap in
the face and was told that he weuld try and do scnething when the of ficer
went out for lunch, The officer went cut in ecbout cne hour's time, and
theé interpreter came down and told pe I oculd copen the docr a foot,
By this time four men had fainted and the floor of the car was just a
sca of sweat, ,ll the men were in fairly bad condition, Iater in the
afternocn, Mmjor Schnider came down and the door was kept open from then
On. FEe went down and saw the Jopanese officor and we vwere then sent back
to carp, Next day we verc all forced to work irrespective of what

injuries we were sufferin: from, On the follewin day we were able to
et a spell for wocst of the troops,
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On one coccasicn I saw a man standing cutside the Japanese D,
after having been very badly assaulted, He had been put into a bath of
beiling water, brouwht out and thrashed, then put into the bath again,
| and so on., e was badly burnt and subscquently lost a lot of skin. H
. was an pustralian and & nember of 2/10 Fd. Re;te, but I do not know his
I

| nars.

on another occasion a youry; Chinese boy about 13 or 14 years of
r a;e cane to yive us some bread from a basket he was carryinge. He came
. over to me vhere I was standing a little apart fron the other nen, and
offered me the bread, However, s we had been told that if we accepted
| anythin;, fron the Cclhinesc, thoy would be thrashed, I waved hin awvay. L
Japancse guard, whe was a member of what we called "The Black Guards®
because of the piece of black netting they always wore across their eyes,
\ came across and hit the Loy behind the head with o rifle butt, He then
=

picked hin up and waited until a truck was conin; along the road at a
decent speed and then threw hirn under the wheels, The truck pussed right
over hin and he lay in the gutter. I think he was killed because 1w'hen we

caLe out asain at night he was still there, /
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Talf:.cn and sworn before
ne at SYDNEY

(signed) F, RANSBOTHAM.

(signed) A,J, 14NSFIELD.
Ccrxaissicner.
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1X59561 Licut. Frunk RAISBOTILLY, 2/20 /ustralion Inf. Battalion,
being duly sworn, (:ives the following: evidence,

I becane a prisoner cf war at Singapore on 15 February 1942
and went witl working parties iito gsin apore early in }mrch 1942 with
Ccapt, Gayden, frem the same pattalion,

 oce cccasion ry party was caucht with Tobacec in their
haversacks and in their pockets and we were told to report toc the
Japanese {0 at QUTRAM ROLD school next 1orninge I teock the men dovm
a8 ¢ yverc Lroucht before pieut. Cheisawa, who asked us for evidernce,
le told him we had no cvidence and that the ren had sinply taken the
tobacco, He sentenced the whole party to receive 25 lashes each,
which werc to be adrinistered ot once, I was tcld to take the party
outside the roon and I was then cclled in ard told T rust watch the
proccedin; s, The nen were lrou ht in conc ot a tire and thrashed acrosa
the back, fronm the neck domm to the buttecks with ridin, whipse Then
the 25 lashes had been adrinistored the men weorc  rabbed by two Japanese
privates, their hoands were twitched tcgethor with telephene wire which
wvas su tight thet it cut into their wrists. Tiuey were then taken out
and tied to a fence outside the HY) in the sun with ne hets. puring this
tine a Jopanese nedical officer, whose nume I do r.ot know, and Sitelm)s
ruji cane inteo the rcom and tossed to sce who would de the next belting,
The Jopanese nedical officer lest rost of the tosses so tock a riding;
whip end went outside and loshed the nen across the‘face Ehiﬁg they wecre
tied up to the fence. Three ridiy; hips hua alrcady be 6 when it
cone to ry turn I wos gdven 25 strokes around the xidneys with the butt

end of the whip handle, s a result I suffered bruised kidneys and was
confired ir hospital for a couple of days,

/fter the punishrent had been adrinistered the ren were zll
taken away and put into?rcfriceration van which was entirely without
ventilation, still with their hands tied Lehind their backs, Tley were
very crovded inside, and T was told tc stand to attention outside and
kee;: fuard cn penulty that if ery man (ot cut I would be held responsible,
I remained there for about half an hour and then decided that if sore—
thin/; was nct denc the nen would eventually die from suffocation, sc T
went and suw the interpreter about the retter, T wes Given a slap in
the face and was told that he would try ard do scmetliing: when the officer
went out for lunch, mTho officer went out in zbout cne hourts tinme, and
the interprcter came down and told 1@ I cculd open the deer a foct,

By this time four men had fainted and the flcor of the car was just a

sea of sweat, Lll the men were in fairly bad condition, Juter in the
af'ternocon, lmjor Schnider came down and the door was kept open from then
on. He went down and saw the Jupanese officer and we were then sent bLack
to camp, Next day we verc oll forced to work irrespective of what

injuries we were suffering fror, on the follcowin.day we were able to
wet a spell for ost of the troors,




’ /;045 x

. S
‘ -
Cvidentiary pecunent # 5061, Mv

—

1X59561 Licut. Fronk RUISBOTILAM, 2/20 Lustralian Inf. Mttalion,
veing duly sworn, (ives the following evidence,

I becane a prisoner cof war at singapore on 15 Februery 1942
and went witli working parties iito gin apore early in rpreh 1942 with
capte. Gayden, from the same pattalion,

(n orc coccasion ry party waes caucht with Tobacce in their

haversacks and in their pockets and we were told to report tc the
; Japenese [0 ot OQUTRAM ROLD school next wornin;e I tock the ren dowm

& ve verc brousht befere pieut, choisawa, who asked us for cvidernce,
g 7e told him we had ne evidence and that the men hed simply taken the
; tobaccous, He sentenced the whole party to receive 25 lashes each,
‘i which were to be adrinistered at once.e T was tcld to toke the party
outside the roon and I was them called in ardtold T oust wateh the
| proceedin; s. The men were lrought in cnc ut a tirme and thraoshed across
| thc back, frcm the neck dowmn to the buttocks with ridin  whips. hen
the 25 lashes had been cdrinistercd the men were _rabbed by two Japanese
privates, their hunds were twitched tegether with telephone wire which
vas so tight thet it cut into their wrists. They were then token out
and tied to & fence outside the HY in the sun with no hots. During this
| tine a Japanese nmedical officer, whose name I do rot Jmow, and StelBj.
ruji cuane into the rcom and tosced to sce who would do the next belting,
f The Japanese medical officer lest rost of the tosses so took a riding

whip and went outside and lashed the men across the Ifaca Ehig they were
tied up tc the fence, Three riding hips hud alrcady Be 6 when it
e to ry turn T was glven 25 strokes around the kidneys with the butt

end of the whip handle, /s a result T suffered truised kidneys and was
conf'ined in hospital for a couple of doys.
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/fter the punishrent had been adrinistered the men were all
taken away and put into?rofrigeration van which was entirely without
ventilation, still with their hands tied behind their backs, Tliey were
very crowded inside, und I was told tc stand to attention outside and
keep [uard cn penclty that if any man ot cut T would be held respensible,
I rernined there for ebout half an hour and then decided that if sone-
thing was net donc the men weuld eventually die from suffocation, so I
' went and suw the interpreter ebout the rmetter, I was ziven a slap in
the face and was told that he would try end do scmetliing when the cofficer
went cut for lunch, Tho officer went out in cbout cne hour'ls tine, and
4 the interprcter came down and told ue I cculd open the door u foot,

By this time four men had fainted and the floor of the car was just a

| sea of sweat, /11 the men were in feirly bad condition, puater in the

' aftcrnoon, lmjor Schnider came down and the door was kept open fronm then
°n. He went down and saw the Jopenese officor and we were then sent back
to camp, Next day we werc all forced to work irrespective of what

injuries we were suffering from, On the followinuday we were able to
.€t a spell for 1iost of the troops,




1

\

|

Lvidentiary pocument # 5061, N
-

On one occasicn I saw & man standing cutside the Japanese HD

| after having been very badly assaulted. He had boen put into a bath of

beiling water, broucht out and thrashed, then put into the bath again,
and so on, e was badly burnt and subsequently lost a lot of skin. Hc
vas an pustralion and a nember of 2/10 Fd. Re te, but I do not know his
Nane

A g . . i —

o

On another occasion @ young chinese boy about 13 or 1 years of
ese cane to give us some bread from a basket le was carryini.« He came
over tc me where I was standing & little apart fron the other nen, and
offered me the tread, However, as we had been told that if we accepted
anything fren the Clhiinese, thoy would be thrashed, I waved hin ewvay. L
Japancse guard, who was a nember of what we called "mhe Rlack Guards
because of the piece of black netting they always wore across their eyes,
caue across and hit the Loy behind the Lead with a rifle butt. He then
picked him up and waited until a truck was coning; along, the road at a
decent speed and then threw hin under the wheels, The truck pussed right
over hin and he lay in the gutter. I think he was killed because when we
care out again at nicht he was still thore, /
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Taken and sworn before
ne at SYDNEY

(Signed) F., RAISBOTHAD.
(signed) A,TJ. MANSFIELD.
Ccrxiissioner.
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