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IRCRAFT ACTION REPORT 2
(Y 'cﬁ: GNEED ENTLA i

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

-5

|. GENERAL , F
o ==
(a) ‘Unit Reporting VP34 (b) Based on or at__USS ORCA ~W09ndi Lagoon (¢) Re;;ort No._ 39
(d) Take off: Date 30 July 1944  Time (LZT) 1830 King 70ne Lat: Ql" 15" S |ong136° 25' E
(e) Mission Search and attack. . e _tF) Time of Return__ 0800 K  (Zone)
2 . OWN AIRCRAFT OFF|C|A_|:!.I_*C_Q\#/_I_ERED BY THIS REPORT. - _ )
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON : : BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
T Do ,f,i]ﬁﬁ?',{”’,% ATTTQFE:GKE'P(J CARRIED (PER PLANE) . eI
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
- PBY-5 | Y23 | 3 | .= 1 | 4 x5001b, GPy Mk, 43 | Tailj; 4=5" delay
.. WL OTHER U. S_OR_éI__LIED_AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. - -
TYPE. SQUADRON |  NUMBER - BASE | TYPE _,QUADRON ___r_\l_UM__E_sER | BASE
py—— UL S . = . " = R o— - s = - - Ry -
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).
N ol Pcdsitosic ko bl e el et A i N 1 e e e
T(YaFZE rir%) NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCA}%N OF BOMBS, TORP{EBOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLIAGE AND
O | O A NG | e i o GTA, R PR e bl
apET——. it e e il _(ZONE) | el et e e b o )
ol e s EECEE DI, . SIS <SSO RS RSO . -
- B TS N . S
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) e B B e T e i
Did Any Part of
(1) Encoumer ) Occur in Clouds?_ BT 1 so, Describe Clouds - TS O R
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon — = et e e o N P IELANEE
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
- V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aurc_l_'_a_ft Listed in Il Only).
(a) | (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: MR e) )
eNEMT A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON | PILOTORGUNWNER | cunsuseo | WHERE TR ATBRR CLAIMED
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IRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

|

V. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

REPORT No.

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

29

(c) (d) (e)

TYPE C();')’N A/C SQU’L‘IE;RON WPEC£UUP3E OEYSEE%%—:FT&NQL CCAUSE ‘%?Esgit:STtaﬁlﬁbLel:cxuﬂélr?:zenirrﬂ?’rr) (Give BES(; ergﬁler?arl nLu?r?;erOoa [?frfgﬁgeitroyem

1 . e - . S _ . SO S T
22 ] e - e IR _
3 Cpa— et , S P A T g SN
L JSRrIN S S ; SR . . _
B " S o ) o | 4 . ) ——

L. - S _ N S —_——— . csiinraney g N NP .

T - : B I
8 SRR O e | . - — s
9 . . - ) ~ S .
10 ] . N i . . - S— 5
11 " RSO i i i I AL S, ol
- . . . L . —_— i - R S
- S S . N NORNIC I T p— s e -
| . (Y ) SR — . & e _

VI

(a) (b) (c)

NO SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RAT!I
= 4
B (. e

{a)
TYPE
A/C

_PBY-5

MILES
OUT

 —

(b)

—— e P— -

e E e pw ww oEm

HEA\/Y - T|me fgsed shells /5mm and over

—— .-__._.______ EEE  —————— R EEEEC————

(c)
MILES
RETURN

| 700

T — —

| (d)

12,5

e ——— e ————

S

AV. HOURS
IN AIR

. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft

NG

——

-

CALIBER

MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm

LIGHT — Mac_h ine gun bullets, 6. 5mm-13 2mm

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT

SPEED, CL.IMB,

at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

 listed in 11 only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

Vill. RANGE, FUEL AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

_IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT _E_NCOU_N_TE_RED (Check one block on each line).

(d) (e)
CAUSE 'CONDITION OR STATUS
1 o . W P - R R R B
_.__._.|,_ T, — . & _+ = = s PN NS W it b T e W T = il s e ik e
i ) o ) ) S -
0 ) ] AT ]
el (f) (9) TO:A[RME«UNWON EXPENDED (h) :
AV FUEL AV. FUEL | S . NO. OF PLANES
LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
1450 | 1000 | 200 | 300 | ) 1
) | S L. S i
R _n__NONF MEAGER  MODERATE INTENSE
- i e el P s e | b L - -
e g . < " I T | PN —— e
. ) X B

(use check list at left).
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OPNAV-16-V-#537

Form ACA- =" AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT e L

filled out)
' (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) '

REPORT No.
XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY, S"llgs R GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Alrcraft Listed in Il Only).
ing vessel: 03=30 S YL (1) 0200 kK

(a) Target(s) and Location(s RM@@ER — __(b ) Time Over Target(s) (2)0250 K (Zone)

(¢) Clouds Over Target None
(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target 1 Mile _ Clear __(e) Visibility_ 10 Miles
(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) 1 (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Glide ~ Bomb Sight Used None
(LEVEL, GL,DE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run 4 Spacing 40 feet  Altitude of Bomb Release 200 feet
(NUMBER) ({FEET) {FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed B Probably Destroyed_ - Damaged -
L DIMENSIONS OR |12 NO. A/C ATTACKING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITSOn |  DAMAGE (Nbne, slight

| AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
I Three-masted : 200 x .30 cal, 25%

schooner 75 feet VP34 300 x .50 cal, 25% . Serious
2 Tare Baker : ‘

Two Stacks 4=6000 VP34 1 4 x 500 1b GP Mk 43 4 ounk
3
4
; i "

=% _d|__ -

6
7 N y . it o e
Y o " ’ i

(O) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additionai sheets if necessary) .

(p) Were Photographs kenp No Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT | (Reclassify when

' filled out)
' W

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
/Sﬁ\peeds \ o The Catalina, commanded by Lieutenant (jg) Joe F., Ball, U.S.N.R.,
t . .
Pobsac Tt was on patrol of the Amboina-Ceram area on the night of 30 July 1944.
Angles of -Attack and Entering Piroe Bay from the north at 0200 K, the plane sighted and
W4 o ngfeégzﬁ?jgsﬁre strafed a three-masted schooner in seven runs, with unobserved results.
Defense Tactics ‘and It then proceeded toward Amboina, and took up a southwesterly course
elr ectiveness

about five miles off the north coast. A small lugger was sighted at 0250

ENEMY AIRCRAFT K, at position 03° 30' S, 12¢° 06' E, and the pilot put the aircraft

Method of Locating, Distance

Disnisition into a glide preparatory to a strafing attack. At that moment the radar
é;gézges operator reported three indications at two to three miles off the port
Approach Tactics beam., The attack on the lugger was immediately discontinued, and the
g[jzgcgge;ﬁiﬁfﬂ“o” pilot circled to approach the ships into the moon, which was just setting
Distance of Opening Fire about five degrees above the western horizon. At one mile a large ship
Veiengive | SCHics with a long superstructure could be seen in the moonpath, travelling
COMMENTS AND slowly on course 070°, An escort was seen a mile astern of the merchantman
Réggw;ﬂg:;g"s with two more located 1/2 mile and one mile off its starboard bow. At
Enemy Weaknesses the same time the escort closest to the ship opened up with about fifty
e R rounds of inaccurate machine gun fire,
Defensive T ac [u.:‘_s: Own
it 1 5 IO Commencing its run from an altitude of 600 feet, the plane passed
Escort Tactics over the ship from bow to stern, dropping four 500 pound bombs from 200
E'Sehf{ F?a';f“o’“ feet at a speed of 120 knots, with the intervalometer set for 40 feet,
Night Fighting 120 knots. The lookouts in the waist observed all four bombs hit the
- SO P ship, and a few seconds later saw a huge explosion that reached over the
ATTACK masts. Throughout the actual attack and retirement no fire was directed
OWN TACTICS at the plane.
M?Ttmih@froLOTfjrr(;r;? Target
ﬁ.ﬁ?tﬁjés, Speeds The pilot made a wide circle and returned to the exact spot in which
gﬁg"a‘h the attack had been made, The only sign of the ship was a frothing circle
Pull-Out on the sea, with large bubbles erupting on the surface. The radar
E;‘rf:ﬁﬁgg'e operator at this time was able to find only three small indications on
Retirement his screen, located relatively in the previously noted positions of the
Yol gl dng three escorts. The plane then left the area, receiving further light
DEFENSE. ENEMY inaccurate fire from one of the escorts as it departed.

Evasive Tactics, Ships

brced it Several crew members, including the pilot, were able to observe the

Searchligh X : : : .
Night F?ghtfer Tactics salient features of the target vessel in the moonlight, and identify it
. e as a Tare Baker Two Stacks, of 4000 to 6000 tons.

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics Squadron assessment: 4000 to 6000 ton transport sunk,

Torpedo Tactics

Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes

Selection of Targets

g?rzatfr:gq Tactics This action report records the resumption of activit%es on the part
Bgéﬁ’-’g?“&‘-’acgfm of Patrol Sguadron THIRTY FOUR contributing to the attrition of the
Eﬁc?nnaisiance Japanese merchant fleet.
otograpny

ki B From December 31, 1943, until February 16, 1944, this squadron

ok ooy engaged in Black Cat operations from Semarai, New Guinea, under Commander
rasionkag Aircraft SEVENTH Fleet, carrying its search-and-attack missions into an
Ee”deiff“rj e area bounded roughly by New Britain on the south, Wewak on the'west,
Conterassications the Equator on the north, and New Ireland on the east. The.prlma:t:sr
L ggzra%g;imq mission was to attack shipping. During this gev?n-week period the
Base Operations squadron, averaging slightly less than four milssions per night, made

Wiahitenance £ifty-one (51) attacks, thirty-four (34) of which were successful in

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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ATIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

¥TI. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Cont'd) Report No._ 39

varying degree. It has been officially credited with the following results:

3 destroyers and 1 escort vessel damaged by 500 or 1000 pound bombs.
1 destroyer damaged by heavy strafing.

70,000 tons of merchant shipping sunk or destroyed.

50 to 75 barges destroyed or damaged.

The sbove actions have been described in Patrol Squadron THIRTY FOUR
Action Reports #1 - 37.

On 17 July 1944 the squadron resumed Black Cat searcheand-attack
missions operating from a tender in the Biak area. During the intervening
time, the squadron, in addition to conducting day searches, engaged 1n
air-gsea rescue operations in the New Guinea-New Ireland-New Britain-
Admiralties area, rescuing a total of 77 individuals in open=sea landings,
the great majority of these landings having been made in enemy territory,
including Kavieng Harbor, Hansa Bay and Alexishafen. In addition numerous
special missions were performed. In the course of these operations PBY's
of this squadron were the first allied aircraft to land at Kavieng, the
Admiralties (Los Negros Island), Hansa Bay, and Lake Sentanl (Hollandia).
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IRCRAFT ACTION REPORT {Reciassify wher

filled out)
' REPORT No_ 32

XIHI. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary) .

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor; Points and Angles |
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT

Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits

-

Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses

Flight

Power Plant
OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Ctiﬂtffff Si fa
Control System
DI‘H_’? F'Ef.,_."‘f
Landina Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics
At Va Loadings

E nagines
Engine Accessories

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPA
de Do

J. S y pTey

sisnature A C,T, Officer

APPROVED BY
Lieut.,AVS, USNR V. V. UTGOFF, LtComdr.,

e e e e e m— e e

20 AUu 1944

RANK AND DUTY | él GN ﬁ:k{L_.l-H_E“_ - C( ,1' ,L;“lv!_f_lma_ Il_ai_hg" o RANK A . D D l_JTY o DATE
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