Sheet |1 of 5 filled out)

T omer  AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT R e

. GENERAL . . d
(a) Unit Reporting _ TiFel2 (b) Based on or at _ USS W (CV=18) (c) Report No._ 29
(d) Take off: Date ___ 22 April 1945 Time (LZT)_ 1287 » I  (Zone); Lat. 28«40 B Long._ 129=59 &
(e) Mission Kim TCAP (f) Time of Return__ A808 = I (Zone)
ll. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AN D
e | RSNG| AT
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
FP=5 Tl 8 g 8

I11. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TIPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a) (b) (¢) (d) (e) (f) (g)

TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
fonvs, ekes 1311
.“J b . > W " s oo B w
..~- s . radisl iD=12 | 1030 . 16 ¥, He n.i:tﬂ Of these of lst Usual
+ [roup oosorved, most
-
- 12 m t,o Hﬂm "]ad 4
o v e Lol Mdsr_um:bnmi
I - Wiﬁ @ -
vals 25 0 1830 ;00 B

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) Suleidal and bombing tactios « Okinaws and Task: Forge &i,
Did Any Part of '

(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? S63 It so, Describe Clouds 9000 = 15000 Cwwlus &/10s -
T' f Day and Bnlllance (YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
ime o he
(]) Of Sun or MOOH 1830 !ﬂght (k) ViSibi“Ty ‘-5"'10
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, QVEHCAST ETC.) (MILES)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (d)

(c)
TYPE - = DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED

Jill FiPed |[TiP-12 [Lt. R.7, Dono LR ¢ X .80 8 o'glogk above M"'iﬂﬂ Dg.troj.d
Sele FiF=f |Vif«l2 ns. L.7. Bormrd,UE"R X .50 ¢ o'cloock above fu_uhg .
Tojo FOP=5 (VP12 [L&(jg) J.X. Steel USIR x 50 6 o'olock above engine| ™

Zeke F8P=f |Vil=lZ BEns. H.0., Chaffer, USIR X «50 3 o'elock above engine | ™

__4Loke PEF=) |ViF=12 |ins., 1,0, Chaffer, U3NQ X 950 € o'clock above coo!

ES

X

X

x

-

‘1 FiFel VP12 "n8. 5.%. !MMId,USWP o 50 8 Oiom abovo anang

Tony FileS |VP-12 |ins. B.K, Mnnhold USHR 50 8 o'elock above Mehgmged
ad‘l’ W‘B er. inﬂ .50 " n? oiock ﬂmV. oy gir-!. D"?QM

 aeke TOF=b |VBP=l2 |LS. K., "itaer, USH 80 | B o'clock level root

GG RO h Oy

——— o s———
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OPNAV-16-223 ' | RESTRICTED
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fom ACAT " GONPTDRETIAL AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when
2
. . REPORT No. . 89
VlI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only). i
(a) (b) L ENEM WHERE HIT, ANGLE (L XTEN LOSE OR DAMAGE
~ TYPEOWN A/C SQUADRON TYPEC(?LlJJl\SIE OEYSPEIEQQTIJNQLCCAUSE self-sealing ianks, equipggnirrg?;‘} | (Give BEureau ;rer(i?aﬁ nu%ber of planés, deéiroy'ed.l
2 .
3
4 POVl VWi=12 20 ma, Oscar
5
6
7 —
8 ~ )
P, »
10
11 % »
12
13
14 2
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (& (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
| Tone |
} i
VIlI. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (§) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES |  MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL i NO. OF PLANES
‘ A/C OuT RETURN IN AR~ | .LOADED | CONSUMED | .30 S0 | 20MM | MM RETURNING
F8Fl 100 | 120 Be8 400 | 340 J 7650 . 8
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). “ .
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE | INTENSE
I'ii Y VY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over ) - i
MUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm . 4
LIGHT-*—-Machme gun bullets, 6.5mm-13 2mm =

X. COMPAR_ATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SP:E S‘ar(i:oi;lsn?;itudes ‘ 1; W hard %o burn.
- Usual aplit & to ewade and eugy to follow,

TURNS . 3) Wing overs sad revarse 90° tums,
DIVES

CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

CO., PATENTED
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* AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

.

REPORT No_ &89

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)_

(¢) Clouds Over Target

H0

H S .

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN A

(d) Visibility of Target

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type.

REA UNDER ATTACK)

e

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.)

(b) Time Over Target(s)______

—(Zone)

____Bomb Sight Used.

Bombs Dropped per Run _______

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed _

(NUMBER

(LEVEL. GLIDE OR DIVE)

.

WL 7. T o B I, e LT e A

(FE

—_

___Probably Destroyed _____

______(e) Visibility_

£ET)

Altitude of Bomb Release

N (MILES)Y: =
Sahe (TYPE) i ]
7 (FEETY .

___Damaged ___

(i) S NOAC ATTACKING T o W) . GRS |
S oy MENSIONS Of - [ANHO. AICATIALRING BOMBS AND ‘AMMUNITION NO HITS On DAMAGE (None, slitht

AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED EACH AIMING POIN Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
| | )
2
3 Lo
4 ROHNB
> P N
6 =
L3 5 - P T » uach ER T a——— - s o N ETR——
7
8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate showing type and (ocation

of hits

For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above

Use additicnal sheets if necessary).

(p) Were Photographs Taken”__ o _Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.




OPNAV-16-223
4 g pirir) CONPIDIRITIAL AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (ggfgiéﬁgﬁﬁhm
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XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

REPORT No__ &8

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
CRAF _ - -
bl sk w0 divisions, 8 planes, of Ml=12, wers on s tation at Tikad

Disposition

Altitudes patroling the airfields and The ares botween Kikni and Avami, As
; ek Ry there wus & more or loss solid overcast betwsen about 14 sud 18 thousand
Use of Cover, Deception foat, the divisions were at angels 8. A% about 1615 one lone Zeke appeam |
8.5 5 bt N at angols 7, which was promptly emmihilated, six of the oight planes
Distance of FO_Der“ning Fire ‘mmg. Jefore the vt divisionn omlmly PMMW“, 1818 plancl
el Rk wore tallyhoed at angels 20, The divisions started to olimb up through
E!,:,AEMY AIRCRAET ; the overcast and 10 Jap fighters broke off and dove down o attaclk,
ethod of Locating, Distance
E;?ﬂiﬂgfn A% the outset, the tw divisions had an altitude disadvantage of
Speeds | some 9,000 Ft, with overcast in betweon them and the enemy, snd the
Use E}c}ag;vgicgggeption enexyy had superlority of musbers and conaisted eatirely of fighter
Angles of Attack type planes, For the first time in the combet zone, from Tokyo to
R I D SIERG i date, VBF-12 pilots found themselves im this predicament pluss the
~ added important factor that the enenmy was aggressive, For the first
523‘0“2,‘..'1‘}?40%'#?0"3 time the pilots met enony plml maizing headegn suloidal runs »i ¢h no
gwn W\iﬁknfsses intention of breaitdng offe Paorhaps thore is some excuse in these tactiocs
nemy eaKnesses .
Btlansive Tactice Ohie for sections becoming separated. Thaoe wore added tough breaks in
Daf;mﬂa;ics, g;enmv one plane dmlopixxg ongine trouble, requiring a wing man o accompany
T a0 ey hinm at & low altitude out of the fight, and one plane whose puns
E'e_xit;IeTGuTmem Own Jumsed, A blow by blow descoription of each plane ‘s a hagr railsing tale,
Eiohter Diraction but not worth periaps the necessary wvolums of narrative. Suffice
H?Shffﬁ%ﬁ?r:q it :o say ;hut 8 enemy planos ghot down i9 under the ciroumstances a
Recognition, Aircraft £00 TO0ode -
ATOT\:,f ,':ACTICS ilie Jap suloidal tactics had what appears to be a logical explaw
Method of Locating Target mation, <he few planes of the two divisions who did gat up o angels
R . G 20 cbeerved and reported in addition t the group of 18«18 Jap fighters
Approach already tallyhoed, a gwup of 16-22 Matss, and a group of 25 Vala.
FE)LZTEOUT he fighters in the fliret Jap group who did not join in attasking the
Dive Angle 8 ViP=12 planesa, tuned bask Forthe It is the belief of this reporter
Strafing that the firgt group of Jap fighters were to rendozwus with the Vels

Retirement

Defensive Tactics and lates and egoort them in. 7he 20 Vals had no rear gumers and

Use of Jamming ware shot dowm by FaUs “orth of Ckinawa, the P4U pilots getting on

e e i their tails with flaps craciced at 309, The Hates alao naver had a

Concealment ghance t fire back with thelr “Water Piatols", Again Hamalezis were

SO T v tod.

g ignter 1actics

Fidal .ii?”l..i COLEENTS 1IN CONCLUSION

RECOMMENDATIONS (1) it ia wmecessary and unwise for a large proportion of £ighter

_?_gfjt;igg ;;;:iigs strangth to be diverted by one Jap plane,

E Heetiveraas of (2) Pilots who have not met a situation as described sbove and have

se|£:?$gsbfT%?§gffs not had to depend on sestion tactics for survivel, but who have

Fuzing * had & comparatively easy time in airborne combat have a tendemey,

SDfeffefr'_]”S?veT?rZEffcs in spite of training, %o conse thinking in terms of section and

Use of Radar ' division miWo =

Eﬁ;‘é’;‘;‘f‘;;ii“e - (3) Do not lose too ammeh speed in olimbing.

Briefing (4) Recognition in such sircumstances as described sbove between
OPERATIONAL redial engine enemy fighters is non-existont.

g

Rendezvous

Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
“Maintenance

i CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-223 RESTRICTED
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XHI. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

oy

REPORTNo__ 28 ™

. 1t hee ' ar -'\
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary) .
Guns, Gunsights

Turrets lack of radio diselpline in the Niinawa operation has been

Ammunition

Boienbe -4 vk appalling, and has on many oscasions interfered with NACe ULy
Bomb Sights contact reports, and Wrarsmisaions between Tarpet Co-ordinator

e RCiens énd planes under his control. It is believed the land based squadrong
COMMUNICATIONS

Radio Radar on Ukinawa are the worat offenders. Specific wnocessary trange
Homing Devices misgions are as follows:

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION ' (1) M.ring DOAFAYL sional difficulties over ﬂ!ﬁ radio such ag
IFF achieving finally a rendezwvous.
Séifr?isuqmc (2) Inter-flight teating of radio in the air.

Procedures

Armor; Points and Angles | |
of Fire Needing Further

ot (4) Genmeral comments over hydraulie failure, oil lealts, wheel
Leak Proofing trouble, oto. « all interesting but the concera of only
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT one pilot.

Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts

Safety Belts (8) Utter lack of woies procedure - laock of use of calls and
Emergency Kits

Rations, First Aid 53‘0"104@ of how to use them.

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT -*
Compasses (8) Pickets have no Syaem Wil T-00=0ver.,
Driftsights i
Octant - o . - .
Automatic. Piioe (7) General yapping, even dowm to, "What day is today?™
Charts .

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY:: APPROVED BY':

f?-_mﬂ Idout., VBNR  Ba Ja St s Jife Comdr., USHR 1 My 1945

. } & RANK AND DUTY SOre RANK AND DUTY DATE

LLSET MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




