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“Imagine a world in which 

every single human being 

can freely share in the 

sum of all knowledge. 

That's our commitment.” 
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Cartoon by XKCD, 

http://xkcd.com/214/   

CC-BY-NC 

http://xkcd.com/214/


Some numbers 

• 80,000 

 

• 285 

 

• 25,000 
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• 500 million 

 

• 20 million 

 

• 4 million 
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Some numbers 

• 80,000 

• Active users 

 

• 285 

• Wikipedias 

 

• 25,000 

• Articles formally 
reviewed 
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• 500 million 

• Visitors per month  

 

• 20 million 

• Digital media files 

 

• 4 million 

• English language 
articles 
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Assessment levels 
Class Criteria 

Stub The article is either a very short article or a rough collection of information that will need much 
work to become a meaningful article. It is usually very short, but if the material is irrelevant or 
incomprehensible, an article of any length falls into this category. 

Start The article has a usable amount of good content but is weak in many areas. Quality of the prose 
may be distinctly unencyclopedic; but the article should satisfy fundamental content policies such 
as notability, and provide sources to establish verifiability.  

C The article is substantial, but is still missing important content or contains a lot of irrelevant 
material. The article should have references to reliable sources, but may still have significant issues 
or require substantial cleanup.  

B The article is mostly complete and without major issues, but requires some further work to reach 
good article standards.  

GA The article has attained good article status.  Specific review  process 

FA The article has attained featured article status.  Detailed community review process. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Cleanup
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Good_article_criteria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Good_articles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Featured_articles


I gratefully acknowledge funding from, but do not speak for, Jisc and Wikimedia UK. 7 



Wikipedia is an encyclopedia 
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• Be neutral and descriptive 

 

• Don’t tell the reader what to do 

 

• Explain any technical terms 

 

• Cite sources 
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Wikipedia is free 
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• Don’t copy text from elsewhere 

 

• Write in your own words 

 

• Take and use text and images! But follow the 

licence. 
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Not just an encyclopaedia 
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Is and Is not 
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If you get reverted… 
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DON’T PANIC 
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• It’s not personal 
• It’s not gone forever 
 



You can always… 
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TALK 
• Discuss the article, not your credentials or the other 

users. 
• Argue from sources. 

 
 



Five Pillars 

• An encyclopaedia 

• Neutral 

• Free content 

• Based on civil interaction 

• Not bound by hard rules 

Wikipedia is… 


