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provement in slave culture. Doubts as to a change of investment
by C. No disposition to underrate the evil of slavery. Comment
on the saying, “ that America is a country for the poor, not for the
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Keilsall. Miss Wright’s tragedy of ¢ Altorf.” Bank dlscolmb. Fall
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in prices of produce. Flour. General embarrassment. Experi-
ments for relief. Congress. Missouri case. Tariff. Its issue can-
not be very serious. No great Constitutional question involved in
it. Considerations favorable to manufacturers. Want of a proper

spirit of mutual concession - - - - - - 195

To Thomas Jefferson. Montpellier, December 10 - - - - 196
T. Coxe. President Monroe. Senator Barbour. Mischiefs of the
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J. Question of ceding the Mississippi to Spain in 1780 - - 196

To Mr. Featherstonhaugh. December 23 - - - - - 197
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to Territorial Judges - - - - - - - 200
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Botta’s History. O.'s translation. Little prospect of subscriptions,
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1821.—[P. 202—256.]
To Thomas Jefferson. Montpellier, January 7 - - - 202
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To William S. Cardell. Montpellier, January 19 - - - - 202
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Botta’s History. His difficulties from want of materials, and as a for-
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mittee. Montpellier, January 24 - - - - - 204
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Though anxious for relief of prevailing distresses, and not opposing
altogether the resource of a Bankrupt system, yet in favor of modi-
fications not likely to be adopted - - - - -
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ters. Hume’s England. Robertson’s Scotland. Ramsay’s U. S.and
American Revolution. Burk’s Virginia, continued by Jones and
Girardin. Goldsmith’s Greece and Rome. Tooke’s Pantheon. Rob-
ertson’s America. ‘ Geography and Chronology have been called
¢ the two eyes of History. Geography might be called the right
“ one.” Voyages and travels. Advantages of geogmphical and
historical studies to both sexes - - -

To P. S. Chazotte. Montpellier, January 30 - - - - -

Culture of vines, olives, &c. C.’s experience and practical views.
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concerning the elements of matter, &c. The writer’s Agricultural
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rily following. Considerations - - - - 206, 207

To G. W. Featherstonhaugh. Montpellier, April 5 - - -
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couragement from the attention excited to rural economy - 207, 208

To Francis Glass. Montpellier, August 8 - - - - -
His ¢ Life of Washington, written in Latin, for the use of Schools.”
Disinclination to be distinguished by a dedication. Difficulty of
giving to modern Latinity the classical purity requisite for a school
book. Failure in most former examples. Good wishes - -
To Mr. Rush. Montpellier, April 21 - - -
Ridgeley’s farming pamphlet. British relatious. Inﬂenbility of G.
B. Godwin’s attack on Malthus. Its tendency injurious to U. 8.
Fallacies of author. A dogmatist and a theorist. His bold antici-
pation from progress of chymistry. Error of Malthus in ussigning
arithmetical ratio for increase of human food. China and U.S. -
Godwin combats—1, the extent of the prolific principle in the human
race; and, 2, of its actual operation in U. S. The test of analogy
and of facts. Sweden. England - - - -
General rule, and exceptions. U. States. W. Indies. Tartars. Eng-
land. Report to the Board of Agriculture. Quantity of land re-
quired for food of different animals. Men. Horses. Oxen. Irish
population and emigration to U. S. Godwin’s exaggerations of em-

208

208
209

209

210

igrations from Europe. Seybert - - - - 211, 212

Probable result of census of 1820. Census of 1790. Godwin’s dilem-
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Increase of slaves between 1790 and 1810. Number imported from
Africa into S. Carolina and Georgia. Louisiana - - - 218
Virginia. Maryland. Error of W. Barton. Godwin’s improper use
of it. Columns in the population lists of Sweden and U. S. for per-
sons under ten years of age. Paraguay. Raynal. Godwin’s fancy
as to cultivation of corn by the Missouri tribes of Indians. ¢ Corn
Eaters.” Rigby. Apocryphal New Testament. W. Hone - 214, 215, 216
To Solomon Southwick. April 21 - - - - 216
His address at the opening of the Apprentice’s lemry Claims of
this class of youths. Advantage to them of special libraries 216, 217
To Judge Roane. Montpellier, May 6 - - - - -
Declines to unravel the arguments in a late decision of the Supreme
Court. An objectionable practice of that tribunal. Importance and
duty of impartially maintaining the constitutional boundary be-
tween the Union and the States. Pernicious consequences of de-
viations from it - - - - - - 217, 218
Novel and complex mechanism of our political establishment. On
some occasions, apparent danger of encroachments on the rights,
&c., of the States. At one time, a spirit of usurpation by some of
the States. At present, theoretic innovations, &c., giving undue
weight to the Federal Sovereignty. Influence of moral changes,
&c., and of the admission of new States. Danger in the latitade of
power assigned by the judicial power of U. S. to the National Legis-
lature. Danger in the impulses given to Congress by a majority of
the States, seduced by expected advantages, &c., &c. - 218, 219
Plastic faculty of legislation. Practical influence of Congress on the
Judiciary. Durable violations of the rights, &c., of the States, can-
not, without some change in the character of the nation, be snccess-
fully made by Congress, even seconded by the judicial power. Dan-
ger when Congress is stimulated by a majority of their constituents.
Missouri question. Roads and canals - - - - 219
Late doctrines of the Supreme Court concerning their own powers,
and the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress over the ten miles square.
Conservative capacity of Congress. Ultimate resource in their con-
stituents. Rule in construing Constitution, to keep in view inten-
tion of parties, and to trace this intention in contemporaneous ex-
positions. The Court’s mode of following this evidence when against
the Federal authority, and when against the authority of the States.
Its partial reference to the ¢ Federalist.”” Anomaly of the excla-
sive jurisdiction over the ten miles square. Improper application
of the power. Smaller places under an exclusive jurisdiction 219, 220
Difficulty in particular cases. Want of Constitutional provision for
surrender of malefactors. Under the clause giving to Congress
‘‘ power to pass all laws necessary and proper,” &c., the means of
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execution should be of the most obvious and essential kind, &c., &e.
Rule in resorting to legal precedents. Legislative precedents
sometimes liable to peculiar distrust. ¢ Midnight precedents” of
Congress. Neglect by Snpreme Court of 11th amendment. Strange
reasoning - - - - - - 220, 221
Limitations and exceptions in the judicial power of U.S. Liberal
and steady course of practice in reconciling provisions literally at
variance with each other. Example in the treaty power, &c. ¢ Im-
practicability of applying coercion to States - - 221, 222
To Judge Roane. Montpellier, June 29 - - - - 222
¢ Algernon Sidney.” Gordian knot of Constitution. Ought not “to be
cut by any political Alexander.” Rule of construction to be fa-
vored. ‘‘ On the abstract question, whether the Federal or the State
¢ decisions ought to prevail, the sounder policy would yield to the
¢ claims of the former.” Our polity ‘established by a compact
¢ between the States as sovereign communities, stipulating each
¢ with the other a surrender of certain portions of their respective
¢ authorities to be exerised by a common Government, and a res-
¢ grvation, for their own exercise, of all their other authorities.”
A provision for terminating regularly, &c., disagreements concern-
ing line of division, a material desideratam. Objections to vesting
this trust in the States in their individual characters. Reasons for
vesting it in the General Government. A reasonable calculation.
Anticipation of diminishing variances between Federal and State
Judges. *The Federal republic the best guardian, as we believe,
of the liberty, the safety, and the hnppmeas of men”’ - 222, 223, 224
To F. W. Corbin. May 21 - - - - - - 224
Application of C.’s youngfriend for omce. Is digesting papers and let-
ters for future use. Journals of the General Assembly of Virginia
for 1785. Typhus fever. Remarkable circamstance in this endemic.

Peter’s mountain. Gout and remedy - - - 224, 225

To S. W. Pomeroy. Montpellier, July 23 - - - - - 225
Agricultural Journal. Flax. Irish machine - - - 225, 226
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Yates’s notes of debates in N. York Convention. A palpable mis-
statement in it. Powers of Congress greater in the States than the
British Legislatare were ever permitted to exercise in the Colonies.

Yates and Lansing represented the strong prejudices of N. York
against the object of the Convention. Their withdrawment 226, 227
To Thomas Ritchie. Montpellier, September 15 - - - - 228

Convention of 1787. Possesses materials for an ample view of its pro-
ceedings. Why publication of the work should be delayed. L.egit-
imate meaning of the Constitution to be derived from its text. A
key to it, not the opinions or intentions of the Convention, but the
sonse attached to it by the people in their resp otive State Conven-
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tions, where it received all its authority - - 228
I8 engaged in preparing his notes of the proceedings of the Conven-
tion. Infers from samples of the volume published of the notes of
Yates and Lansing, that it is a very mutilated and erroneous edition
of the matter to which it relates. Omission of the proceedings of the
latter period of the session; and the temper in which they withdrew.
Purposes an exact dlgest &c Qnestlon of publication undecided.

Personal - - - - - 229
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Ticknor. Tax on imported books impolitic, disreputable, &c. &eo.
Two considerations producing it, and obstructing its removal. Fis-
cal consideration. How the interest of book printers might be
saved. No adequate reason for distinguishing between English and
other books, &e. Impracticability of defining such as would fall
under the head of luxurious or demoralizing amusement. Principle
of censorship involved in the discrimination. Proposed concert
among the learned institations in presenting the grievance to Con-
gress. Objections to such a proceeding anticipated and answered.
Auxiliary expedient suggested by J. Invitations into the plan to
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To Richard Rush. November 20 - - - - - - 234
Apocryphbal New Testament. Godwin and Malthus. Completion of
the Census. Difficulties opposed by it to G.'s theory. Keilsall’s
work, &c. Disappointed in the Emperor Alexander. His change
of political character. His armaments. Inconsistency of his con-

duct toward Naples and toward Turkey - - - 234, 235
Future growth of Russia overrated. Her uncivilized hordes a proba-
ble source of weakness. Tendency, in the event of their civiliza~
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States. Manufactures, commerce, and navigation of G. Britain
sources of her overbearing power. Her ascendency on the ocean
likely to be destroyed as other nations infuse free principles into their
Governments, &¢. Example of the Dutch. Reasons for expectation
that the trident will ultimately belong to Western Hemisphere.
Prayer, &c., that it ‘“ may never be the symbol of lawless power in
the new as it has been in the old world.” Sicknessin U.8. Virginia.
Domestic. Typhoid fever. Its type has been most malignant in the
cold season. Crops. Wheat. Maize. Tobacco. Cotton - 235, 236, 237
To General La Fayette - - - - - - - 237
Dr. Barba. F.’s opinion, occasioned by the budget, commended.
Exhortation and encouragement. Regret and disappointment at
the conduct of Alexander. His interference ‘‘ in the domestic strug-
¢ gles of Naples in favor of a vitiated monarchy, and his pleading
¢ [scruples] against an interference in behalf of the Christian
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ever sincere - - - 237, 238
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in his prophetioc conjectures concerning Russia and G. Britain. Con-
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Negro slavery ‘ a sad blot on our free Country, though a very ungra-
¢ cious subject of reproaches from the quarter which has been most
¢ lavish of them. No satisfactory plan has yet been devised for
¢ taking out the stain.” An asylum in Africa “the appropriate
destination for the unhappy race among us.”’” Success of existing
Colonization Society necessarily but very partial. Prejudices of
whites. Prohibitions against residence, &e. People of color every
where, even in Massachusetts, regarded as nuisances. Probable
continuance of the sentiment. Increase from manumissions, &. A
tendency ¢‘ favorable to the cause of a universal emancipation” 289, 240
Flattering state of the country in other respects. Principle of self-
government. F.’s contemplated visit to U. S. - - - 240
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Typhoid fever. Gales unable t6 furnish newspaper copy of ¢ Con-
ciliator.” Burning, by Cockburn, of copies of the National Intel-
ligencer. Newspapers sent by J. Diminished curiosity here as to
incidents in Europe. Reversed change there. Conjecture as to in-
fluence of continued prosperity and future population of U. 8. on
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England. Speech of J.’s nephew. Tudor. Wheat harvests in the two
countries. Surplus here. Effect of British prohibitory laws 241, 243
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of Government. Importance of compromise. Relative remoteness
of initiatory negotiating grounds from real opinions, and from the
point at which they finally met. Danger threatening the principle
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JoNATHAN BuLL axp Mary BuLL. [An apologue] - - - 249—256
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WORKS OF MADISON.

LETTERS, ETC.

TO ALEXANDER J. DALLAS.

ArriL 9, 1816.

DEear Sir,—I have received your letter of yesterday, commau-
nicating your purpose of resigning the Department of the Treas-
ury. I nced not express to you the regret at such an event
which will be inspired by my recollection of the distinguished
ability and unwearied zeal with which you have filled a station
at all times deeply responsible in its duties, through a period
rendering them particularly arduous and laborious.

Should the intention you have formed be nowisc open to re-
consideration, I can only avail myself of your consent to pro-
long your functions to the date and for the object which your
letter intimates. It cannot but be advantageous that the im-
portant measure in which you have had so material an agency
should be put into its active state by the same hands.

Be assured, Sir, that whatever may be the time of your leav-
ing the Department, you will carry from it my testimony of the
invaluable services you have rendered to your Country, my
thankfulness for the aid they have afforded in my discharge of
the Executive trust, and my best wishes for your prosperity and
happiness.

VOL. I. 1
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TO J. B. BAY.
WasHINGTON, May 4, 1816.

Sir,—I must trust to your goodness to pardon the long de-
lay in offering my thanks for the Treatise on Political economy,
and for the kind sentiments expressed in the letter which ac-
companied it. I regret, that notwithstanding the delay, I have
not been able to steal from my occupations the time necessary
to do justice to such a work by an entire and continued peru-
sal; and that I must postpone that gratification to the approach-
ing epoch, at which I shall exchange the labours of a public for
the relaxations of a private station. I can speak, however, of
the value of your present, with the perfect confidence inspired
by the uncontradicted suffrage which its great merit has pro-
cured for it. Luminous developments of the true principles of
political economy are everywhere needed; and if more so in our
young country than in some old ones, the prejudices are young,
also, which are to be encountered. We have an open field for
free discussions, and I hope our docility will be proportioned
to the advantage.

I sincerely wish that nothing may occur to drive you from
ithe country of your birth and your choice to seek an asylum in
a distant hemisphere. Honorable as such acquisitions may be
to this country, they ought not to be coveted on such conditions;
the less B0, a8 we are aware that the partiality of its distant
friends may anticipate advantages greater than it may be cape-
ble of realizing.

Apart from such reflections, I pray you, Sir, to be assured of
the great value I place on your esteem, and of my best wishes
for your welfare, whatever may be the theatre of your fortunes.

TO WILLIAM EUSTIS.
Mar 12, 1816.
DEaR Sir,—T duly received your two favors of August 10th
and December 9th, 1815, but during so busy a season that I
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have been obliged to postpone the acknowledgment of thém to
the present date. .

The picture you give of the Dutch humiliation, as exemplified
in the tone of the Baron de Nagel on the violation of local
sovereignty in the case of the seamen impressed, exceeds what
I could have inferred from the relations of the new kingdom
to its powerful neighbour. It is not politic in the latter to ex-
act such sacrifices. The feeling that makes them will shew it-
self in a very different character the moment any change of cir-
cumstances shall give a free play to human nature. The con-
nection with Russia may hasten the transformation. I observe
that a deaf ear is turned to your cogent reasoning in support
of the just demands of indemnity. In recognising the principle
that a nation is bound by its established Government, it is im-
possible to resist the inference in our favor, because the Gov-
ernment, during the absence of the Prince of Orange, was in the
relations of established Government, or a Government de facto,
to the other Governments of Europe; and the United States,
considering it in the same light, could not refuse the ordinary
intercourse between two friendly nations. A paternal Sover-
eign ought not to wish the benefits of such an intercourse to be
withheld from a people beloved by him. The Allies, in the
very act of restoring Louis to the Throne of France, have com-
pelled him, or rather the nation, to indemnify the sufferers from
the spoliations of Napoleon, whilst he was de facto at the head
of the French people. You will learn from the Secretary of
State that efforts will be made to obtain every where the in-
demnities due by the present for the wrongs of preceding Gov-
ernments. Mr. Pinkney, who is just departing as Minister to
Russia, will take Naples in his way, with a view to that object.
And Mr. Gallatin, who will embark in a few days, will press
our demands at Paris.

The complexion of Europe, as recently presented to us, seems
to justify your view of its prospects. The peace of Paris has
left feelings in various quarters, and of various kinds, which are
not auspicious to its duration. A military establishment in G.
Britain of 150,000 men; in Russia of half a million or more; and
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the indications of jealousy and ambition among other powers,
with the combustible materials in France, prepare the mind for
new agitations. It is understood, also, that whilst the Govern-
ments are forming their projects in relation to each other, the
people all over Europe have caught a spirit and acquired a
knowledge that presage events of another, and, it is to be hoped,
of a better kind. Of all these matters, however, your position
gives you better opportunities for judging.

With respect to our own Country, we are threatened with
no immediate collisions, unless one should grow out of the ques-
tions with Spain, which we are taking measures to bring, if
practicable, to an amicable termination. In our internal af-
fairs, our difficulties arise from the state in which our finances
were left by the war. The measures provided for by Congress
will, I hope, alleviate, and, with help of time, gradually remove
them. The principal of these measures are the establishment
of a National Bank, and a continuance of a large portion of the
war taxes. You will see, also, that a very important provision
has becn made for fostering our manufactures. This will have
the double effect of enlarging our revenue for a time, and, by
lessening our future importations, aid in rescuing our Commerce
from that unfavorable balance which embarrasses all our monied
Institutions and financial operations.

You will gather from the newspapers sent you the progress
and complexion of the elections, general and local. Notwith-
standing the pressures of the war, and those on the heels of it,
the nation seems determined to lose nothing of the character it
has gained.

You will have noticed the new system disclosed in the East-
ern quarter, by the motion and proceedings in Congress relating
to the British monopoly of the navigation between the U. States
and the British Colonies. It is evident that the monopoly will
be met at the next session by countervailing regulations, unless
they be prevented by intermediate negotiation; and that they
will be urged most by those who heretofore have so systemati-
cally combated them. If such be the effect of this partial loss
by the shipping interest, what would have been the feelings of
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a total loss, had it not been prevented by the commercial con-
vention with G. Britain, which abolished the inequality under
which that interest was placed by Mr. Jay’s Treaty, or rather
by the countervailing regulations, as they were called, which
were ingrafted on it by G. Britain?

Mr. Dallas will leave his department in the fall. I shall
delay as much as possible providing for the vacancy, with the
greater propriety, as the step ought to consult not merely my
expiring relation to the Executive trust.

We have had a season without example deficient both in
warmth and in rain. To the present date we have had but a
few warm days. And till a few days ago there has been a con-
tinued and general drought for several months. The Farmers,
in many places, are ploughing up their wheat fields and plant-
ing Indian Corn; and the latter crop was more unthrifty than
was ever known at this season. Every crop, indeed, is remark-
ably unpromising. Present my respectful regards to Mrs. Eus-
tis, and accept, with my great esteem, assurances of my best
wishes. ‘

TO JOHN NICHOLAS.
WasaiNaToN, May 30, 1816.

D* Smr,—Having been detained longer than I expected, your
favor of the 20th found me at this place; from which, however,
I am preparing to set out forthwith.

I have so much confidence in the friendliness of your views,
that I always feel indebted for your communications; and I un-
derstand so imperfectly the interior politics of New York, that
I cannot be indisposed to accept your explanations of them,
when it becomes a public duty to pay attention to them. I am
bound, however, in the present case, to say, that whatever may
be the character or standing of Mr.————, the recommend-
ations of him were not only in an extent, but from quarters,
also, which it would seem you are not aware of; and that if made
acquainted with the latter, you would be satisfied that the ob-
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ject, of some, at least, among the most respectable of them, could
‘nof be either to bring odium on the Executive or to favor its
adversaries. In truth, the recommendations conveyed to the
Postmaster General very strong appearances that the appoint-
ment of Mr.—————— would be more agreeable to the State
at large, and to Albany in particular, than any one of his com-
petitors. :

I make these remarks, without derogating from the tenor of
my former letter, as due to Mr. Meigs, with whom the appoint-
ment lies; and who, I am persuaded, was grossly misunderstood,
if he said any thing at all that could give rise to the report to
which you allude. Nothing is less to be relied on than state-
ments of conversations, especially when the conversations may
be meant on one side rather to parry than to explain, and the
statements are made on the other under the influence of per-
sonal or party feelings. Nor is any thing more common than
for measures taken on the fairest grounds to be perverted, some-
times with a view to discredit the authors of them; sometimes
to answer sinister purposes of those in whose favor they are
taken.

TO JOHN RHEA.
W ASHINGTON, June 1, 1816.

DEear Sm,—I received your favor of the 24 Nov® with a reec-
ollection of all the proofs of your devotion to the public good
which our relative situations had made me acquainted with; and
I should have acknowledged it at the proper date if I could
have added anything particularly interesting to you. Being
now on the eve of a visit to my farm, which needs much my
presence, a8 I do its recreations, I cannot leave Washington
without this memorandum that my silence has not been the ef-
fect of any diminution of my esteem for you.

You will have learnt from the Treasury Department that we
have taken the liberty with your name of putting it into the
commission for receiving subscriptions to the National Bank;
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and from the War Department, that you are appointed one of
the commissioners for treating with the Choctaw Indians. I
hope you will find it not inconvenient to assist in both of these
services. The latter is one which will exercise the best judg-
ment, and call for an enlarged view of the National policy which
ought to govern transactions with our savage neighbours. On
the one hand, it is very desirable to obtain from them cessions,
or an acquiescence in limits convenient to the safety and growth
of our settlements; and on the other, it is incumbent on us to
respect their rights, and not even to disregard their prejudices.
In settling Indian boundaries it is but fair to keep in mind that
they are peculiarly uncertain and overlapping in themselves,
and that the evidences of them are equally obscure and contra-
dictory. This is the case, more or less, with all the contignous
tribes; among civilized nations it but too often happens; among
savages, where the modes of occupancy are so vague and proofs
rest on tradition or interested memories, it cannot be otherwise.
- Where Indian claims, therefore, can be extinguished on reason-
able terms, it is better to extinguish them doubly, although more
than one cannot be well founded, than to incur the risk of in-
justice, or the inconveniences resulting from a sense of injury,
however erroneous. Our own Country will be more ready to
bear the augmented expense than the world will be to overlook
a sacrifice of generosity or humanity to that consideration. The
acquisitions made by the heroic successes of General Jackson
are of incalculable value. It is proper that they should be
turned fully to public account. If| in doing it, there should not
be all the facility and celerity that might be desired, the final
advantages will be the same. And while his Country will have
the permanent enjoyment of these advantages, I sincerely wish
that the progress of them may, in every stage and under every
aspect, be worthy of the pages in which History will record his
immortal reputation.

We have nothing from abroad more than will be seen in the
newspapers. Through the same channel you are made ac-
quainted with the current events at home.
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TO WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD.
MonrprLLIRR, JUne 21, 1816.

DEaRr Sir,—I return the letter of General Gaines, with the
papers connected with it.

It is to be hoped, and much to be wished, that a resort to the
extreme measures contemplated may not be necessary; and it
may be better that should result from military discretion, guid-
ed by imperious emergencies, than be prescribed by the Execu-
tive, without the sanction of the authority more competent to
such decisions. In the present case a foreign territory would
be invaded, and a refusal of passage through a river terminating
within it be the ground of hostility. Without admitting the
right of refusal, the question is a delicate one, at least as it re-
lates to the Executive Department. It is the more desirable
that the crisis should not lead to extremities, as we are to have
amicable negotiations which may possibly put an end to all diffi-
culties in that quarter. This view of the subject, however, must
not preclude any interposition of the Executive which may be-
come esgential to the public safety, and be expected from its re-
sponsibility.

The case presented by Governor Cass, whose communications
are also returned, forms a distressing appeal to our sympathies;
but I can sce no legal ground on which we can extend relief to
it. The local authority is bound to do what it can, and it is a
reasonable expectation that the abuse of any integral part of it
will not continue long. Local benevolence, also, will doubtless
make its contributions. If the price of provisions be such as is
stated, it is presumed that the troops will not feed on the local
resources, but be supplied by water from Eastward settlements
near the Lake; and that in proportion to their number will be
the expenditures, of which every description of people will be
able to partake. The aid expected from the sale of public
lands is another item in the account. It is painful to meet
such an appeal with such calculations; but can anything better
be done?
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The vacancy in the Creek agency will of course await fur-
ther information on the subject of filling it.
Respects and best wishes.

T0 THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.
MonrPELLIER, June 27, 1816.

DEar Sie,—I have received yours of the 25th, and return the
letter from Mr. Kerr, who, I presume, is the former Senator
from the State of Ohio.

Not being acquainted with all the circumstances which would
throw light on the subject, among which is ‘“the unfortunate
circumstance in the Envelope,” not accompanying your letter, I
cannot appreciate properly the representation made to you. It
is due to Cap* Porter to disbelieve every thing impeaching his
character without adequate proof, and to furnish him with an
opportunity for every explanation necessary to protect it. The
question immediately presenting itself is, how far a preliminary
call on Mr. Kerr for further explanations, with notice that a
communication of the subject must be made to Cap* Porter,
ought to take place. Should your better knowledge of facts
not decide this question to your satisfaction, you will of course
advise confidentially with the judicious friends near you. It is
a fair presumption that the real import of Cap* Porter’s letter
to Mr. Brown, which is described, not copied, varies from the
sense attached to it by Mr. Kerr, who writes with feelings which
are not disguised, and which might warp his apprehension of
what he read or heard.

TO THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.
Avgust 22, 1816.
DeaR Sir,—You will be furnished from the Department of
State with copies of the translation of the letter from the Dey
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of Algiers, and of the answer to it, with the letter of the Secre-
tary of State to Mr. Shaler, and the instructions to Mr. Shaler
and Commodore Chauncey, a8 Commissioners to aecommodate
matters with the Dey. As their negotiations may issue in a
commencement of hostilities on the part of Algiers, it will be
necessary to provide for that event by instructions from you to
the Naval Commander to make the best use of his force in pro-
tecting our commerce and most effectually annoying the enemy.

Instructions prepared for the Navy Department, 1815 or 16.

Captain Morris, with the Frigate Congress, to proceed with-
out delay to the Gulph of Mexico, where he will of course take
the naval command on the New Orleans Station.

He is—1. To protect our commerce in the Gulph of Mexico
against the violence and depredations of pirates, not confound-
ing, however, with pirates, armed vessels, under whatever flag,
committing hostilities against a particular nation or nations
only.

2. To protect our commerce against an exercise of force by
the armed vessels, of whatever nation or country, not author-
ised by the belligerent right of search or the laws of blockade,
as asserted by the United States. The entrance into, and de-
parture of commercial vessels from, our ports is not to be inter-
rupted or awed by the hovering of such armed vessels on our
coast for the purpose. '

8. To maintain the territorial rights of the United States
within the marginal leaguc; but no interruption is to be given
to friendly vessels, under whatever flag, proceeding to ports of
the United States.

4. To aid according to law in detecting and suppressing the
frauds of smugglers.

5. To prevent the entrance of the vessels under his command
into ports of the Spanish maine, or Islands adjacent, whether in
possession of the one or the other contending parties, except in



1816. LETTERS. 11

cases of real emergency; the vessels so ontering to observe,
during their necessary stay, the neutral obligations of the Uni-
ted States; to prevent any unnecessary cruises or approaches
towards the Spanish coasts, which might favor suspicions of
hostile or unwarrantable purposes; and to prevent unjustifiable
violence of any sort by vessels under his command on vessels
armed or unarmed, under whatever flag.

6. Not to allow any public vessel to transport or receive on
board any private mercantile property, in which is to be classed
specie and bullion; nor passengers of any description, without a
sanction properly obtained.

7. Not to convoy or protect against a rightful seizure by
belligerent vessels, under whatever flag, American or other ves-
sels bound with contraband of war to ports of a country at
wdr.

8. To communicate and co-operate, as occasions may justify
and require, with the officer commanding the land forces of the
United States, in repelling and defeating any invasion which
may be made or attempted by any foreign armament.

ANSWER TO LETTER OF WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD, SECRETARY OF
WAR, JUNE 26, 1816. _
MoxrpELLIER, June 29th, 1816.

DEAR Sir,—I return the draught of instructions to the Com-
missioners for treating with the Chicasaw Indians.

Not being aided by a map, I am not sure that I understand
distinctly all your demarkations. I take for granted they are
correct, unless it be otherwise in the reference to the portion of
the Chicasaw lands lying within the State of Tennessce. You
will be able to decide on re-examining that part of the docu-
ment. After obtaining the lands on the Tombighbee, and those
running up to the Tennessee river, the order in which the other
purchases ought to be pressed is of importance. Will it not be
best to give preference to the tract within Kentucky, if that
State concur in the price? The tract being remote and small,
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the Chicasaws may be the less unwilling to part with it; and
its containing claims of Revolutionary officers is another con-
sideration deserving notice. If the State of Tennessee retaing
its anxiety for the lands within its limits between the T'ennessee
River and the Mississippi, it may be well to prefer efforts for
obtaining that cession to the purchase of lands to which there
are no State claims, and which are not immediately essential to
the great ohject of providing for the security of our Gulf from- -
tier.

I think you have given too great a scope to the Commission-
ers in referring to the market proceeds of the land (page 3) as
the ultimatum. The sum would be enormous for an Indian pur-
chase, and the more 80, as the Chickasaw claim, however strong,
is opposed by other claims which may fairly derogate from its
worth. Your reference in another place to the customary rates
for extinguishing Indian titles, with a liberal discretion to ex-
ceed them, seems a better, because a safer course. I have ao-
cordingly interlined a modification, which you will regard as &
general idea only, to be varied and expressed as you chuse.

I enclose a different mode of stating the decreasing annuity
to be paid in lieu of a gross sum or an ordinary annuity, which
you will incorporate in your own phraseology. There appeared
to be some danger of a construction which would take the whole
intrinsic value of the lands for the sum to be divided into an-
nuities.

TO THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

MoxTprLLIER, July 4, 1816.
DEar Sir,—I have received yours of the 29 June, with the
several papers sent with it.
Under the difficult circumstances of the currency, and the ob-
ligation to attempt a remedy, or, at least, an alleviation of them,
the plan you have in view is entitled to a fair experiment. You
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do right, however, in reserving a discretion to judge of the suf-
ficiency of accessions by the State Banks. Should there be a
single State in which a failure of the Banks to accede should
reduce the people to the necessity of paying their taxes in coin,
or treasury notes, or a Bank paper out of their reach, the pres-
sure and the complaint would be intense, and the more so from
the inequality with which the measure would operate.

Can the suspension of payments in coin by the principal Banks
be regarded as the precise cause of the undue depreciation of
treasury notes, as intimated in the 3 paragraph of your Circu-
lar? A slight modification, if you think it requisite, would ob-
viate the remark.

As your statement to the President will remain an official
document, I suggest for your consideration the expression, that
the Treasury “cannot discriminate in the mode of payment be-
tween the revenue of the customs and the internal revenue,” as
liable to be turned against the distinction proposed in the pay-
ment of them.

With respect to the validity of this distinction, I should yield
my doubts, if they were stronger than they are, to the unani-
mous opinion which has sanctioned it.

I anxiously wish that the State Banks may enter promptly
and heartily into the means of re-establishing the proper Cur-
rency. Nothing but their general co-operation is wanting for
the purpose; and they owe it to their own character, and ulti-
mately to their own interest, as much as they do to the imme-
diate and vital interest of the nation. Should they sacrifice all
these powerful obligations to the unfair gain of the moment, it
must remain with the State Legislatures to apply the remedy;
and it is to be hoped that they will not be diverted from it,
either by their share in the gains of the Banks, or the influence
of the Banks on their deliberations. If they will not enforce
the obligation of the Banks to redeem their notes in specie, they
cannot surely forbear to enforce the alternatives of redeeming
them with public stock, or with national Bank notes, or, finally,
of paying interest on all their notes presented for payment.
The expedient, also, of restricting their circulating paper in &
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reasonable proportion to their metallic fund may merit atten-
tion, as at once aiding the credit of their paper, and accelerating
a resumption of specie payments.

I enclose the papers marked A, B, and C, to guard against
the possibility that you may not have copies of them with you..

TO M. HYDE DE NEUVILLE.
MonTrrLLIER, July 17, 1816,
8Sme,—Your favor of the 12th instant overrates the hospitality
for which your visit afforded me the agreeable opportunity. If
otherwise, it would have been overpaid by the sentiments which
it has led you to express.

It is very gratifying to be assured from such a source, that
not only your Monarch, inheriting the virtues of a Brother whose
generous policy was allied to the early fortunes of our Country,
but that the French nation, cherishes friendly dispositions and
liberal views towards it. The United States are faithful to a
system of justice, of good will, and of intercourse mutually bene-
ficial with all nations; and they are sensible of all the consid-
erations which strengthen these motives in relation to France.
They take a sincere interest in her independence, her prosper-
ity, and her happiness; and they cannot better express it than
in their wishes that the French people may enjoy all the just
advantages, external and internal, of a regular and free Consti-
tution, adapted to their genius and satisfactory to their desires.
. I hope, sir, that the partialities you indulge for our Country
will find all the returns which are due to amiable qualities
adorning distinguished nations.
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TO MRBR. DALLAS.
MornrpeLLIER, July 27, 1816.

DEear Sir,—I have received yours of the 23d, inclosing a let-
ter from Mr. Baker, with the draft of an answer, and a letter
from W™ J* Sears, of Bermuda.

The subject of Mr. Baker’s letter regularly belongs to the
Department of State, but whether addressed to the Treasury
Department or to that, ought to have proceeded from the Min-
ister, and not from the Consul, otherwise than thro’ the Minis-
ter. From courtesy, which, as well as conveniency, sometimes
takes the place of strict rule, it may not be amiss to make Mr.
Baker the observations contained in your intended answer, with
an allusion, at the same time, to the regular channel for such a
discussion. I send both the papers to Mr. Monroe, who, in
speaking with Mr. Bagot, will lead his attention to the diplo-
matic usage.

I send to Mr. Monros, also, the letter from Mr. Sears. If our
vessels enjoy in that Island the same privileges as in the Euro-
pean ports of Great Britain, the claim stated, tho’ not supported
by the Convention, seems to be covered by the general terms
of the Act of Congress referred to. I have, however, but
slightly looked into the subject; and the fact and the extent of
the trade allowed to our vessels at Bermuda ought to be scru-
tinized. In describing the British dominions, the Convention
would seem to include Bermuda in the West Indies, since it is
not probable that it was overlooked altogether by both the
Anmerican and British Commissioners. Whether an American
Consul will be admitted there is another point to be ascertained.
This can probably be done at Washington.

TO THE DEY OF ALGIERS,
Avgust , 1816.
I have received your letter bearing date the
You represent that the two vessels of war captured
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by the American squadron were not restored according to the
promise of its Commander, Decatur; and inferring that this fail-
ure violated the Treaty of peace, you propose, as an alternative,
a renewal of the former Treaty made many years ago, or a with-
drawal of our Consul from Algiers.

The United States being desirous of living in peace and amity
with all nations, I regret that an erroneous view of what has
passed should have suggested the contents of your letter.

Your predecessor made war without cause on the U. States;
driving away their Consul, and putting into slavery the Captain
and crew of one of their vessels, sailing under the faith of an
existing treaty. The moment we had brought to an honorable
conclusion our war with a nation the most powerful in Europe on
the seas, we detached a squadron from our naval force into the
Mediterranean to take satisfaction for the wrongs which Algiers
had done to us. Our squadron met yours, defeated it, and made
prize of your largest ship and of a smaller one. Our Commander
proceeded immediately to Algiers, offered you peace, which you
accepted, and thereby saved the rest of your ships, which it was
known had not returned into port, and would otherwise have
fallen into his hands. Our Commander, generous as brave,
altho’ he would not make the promise a part of the Treaty, in-
formed you that he would restore the two captured ships to
your officer. They were accordingly restored. The frigate,
at an early day, arrived at Algiers. But the Spanish govern-
ment, alleging that the capture of the Brig was so near the Span-
ish shore as to be unlawful, detained it at Carthagena, after
your officer had received it into his possession. Notwithstand-
ing the fulfilment of all that could be required from the United
States, no time was lost in urging on that government a release
of the Brig, to which they would have no right whether the cap-
ture were or aere not agreeable to the law of nations. The
Spanish government promised that the Brig should be given up;
and altho’ the delay was greater than was expected, it appears
that the Brig, as well as the frigate, has been actually replaced
in your possession. .

It is not without great surprize, therefore, that we find you,
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under such circumstances, magnifying an incident so little im-
portant as it affects the interest of Algiers, and so blameless on
the part of the United States, into an occasion for the proposi-
tion and threat contained in your letter. I cannot but per-
suade myself that a reconsideration of the subject will restore
you to the amicable sentiments towards the United States which
succeeded the war so unjustly commenced by the Dey who
reigned before you. I hope the more that this may be the case,
because the United States, whilst they wish for war with no
nation, will buy peace of none. It is a principle incorporated
into the settled policy of America, that as peace is better than
war, war is better than tribute.

.Our Consul ——————, and our Naval Commander, Chaun-
cey, are authorised to communicate with you, for the purpose of
terminating the subsisting difference by a mutual recognition
and execution of the Treaty lately concluded. And I pray God
that he will inspire you with the same love of peace and justice
which we feel, and that he will take you into his holy keeping.

TO ALEXANDER J. DALLAS.
MonTprLLIER, August 25, 1816.

Dear Sie,—Since the receipt of your several letters relating
to the Treasury proposition, and the decision of Bank deputies
at Philadelphia, my thoughts have been duly turned to the im-
portant and perplexing subject. Altho’ there may be no impro-
priety in recalling the proposition, it seems now certain that it
will fail of its effect. Should the Banks not represented at
Philadelphia come into the measure, the refusal of those repre-
sented would be fatal. The want of a medium for taxes, in a
single State, would be a serious difficulty; so extensive a want
would forbid at once an enforcement of the proposition. The
Banks feel their present importance, and seem more disposed to
turn it to their own profit than to the public good and the views

of the Government. Without their co-operation it does not ap-
VOL. IIIL 2
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pear that any immediate relief can be applied to the embarrass-
ments of the Treasury or of the currency. This co-operation
they refuse. Can they be coerced?

Should the State Legislatures unite in the means within their
power, the object may be attained. But this is scarcely to be
expected; and in point of time is too remote. The National
Bank must, for a time at least, be on the defensive. The inter-
position of Congress remains; and we may hope the best as to
a vigorous use of it. But there is danger that the influence of
the local banks may reach even that resource. Should this not
be the case, the remedy is future, not immediate. The question
then, before us, is, whether any and what further expedients lie
with the Executive. Altho’ we have satisfied, by what has been
already attempted, our legal responsibility, it would be still in-
cumbent on us to make further experiments, if any promising
ones can be devised. If there be such, I have full confidence
that they will enter into your views on the subject. One only
occurs to me; and I mention it because no other does, not be-
cause I regard it as free from objections which may be deemed
conclusive. The notes in the Treasury might be presented to
the Banks, respectively, with a demand of the specie due on the
face of them; on refusal, suits might be immediately instituted,
not with a view to proceed to execution, but to establish a claim
to interest from the date of the demand. The notes thus bear-
ing interest being kept in hand, Treasury notes bearing inter-
est might be issued in payments from the Treasury; and so far
injustice to the several classes of creditors might be lessened,
whilst a check would be given to the unjust career of the Banks.
Such a proceeding ought to be supported by the Stockholders,
. the Army, the Navy, and all the disinterested and well-informed
part of the community. The clamor against it would be from
the Banks and those having interested connections with them,
supported by the honest part of the community misled by their
fallacies; and the probability is but too great that the clamor
would be overwhelming. I do not take into view the expedient
of requiring a payment of the Impost in specie, in part, at least,
because it could not be extended to the other taxes, and would
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in that respect, as well as otherwise, be a meagure too delicate
for the Executive authority; nor would its effect be in time for
any very early purpose.

I have been led by the tenor of your letters to put on paper
these observations. The report you are preparing will doubt-
less enlighten my view of the whole subject.

TO REV® MILES KING.
Seprs 5, 1816.

S1e,—I received, though not at an early day, your friendly
letter of the 29th of June last.

The letters and communications addressed to me on religious
gubjects have been so numerous, and of characters so various,
that it has been an established rule to decline all correspond-
ence on them. Your reflection will, I doubt not, do justice to
this rule. You may be assured that I do it fully to the pious
motives which dictated your letter, and that I am very thank-
ful for the kind solicitude you express for my future happiness.

TO MR. DALLAS.

MonTrELEIER, September 15, 1816.

Dear Sir,—I have duly received yours of the 11th. The
difficulty which gave rise to the letter from the Treasurer is
much to be regretted, and the regret is increased by the cause
of it. The condition at which you glance would have been
justly imposed on Mr. Sheldon. His nomination to the Senate
was postponed to what was considered as the latest date, with
reference, in part, at least, to a protraction of his duties in the
Treasury; and was made under the impression that the inten-
tion was not unknown. Your answer to Doctor Tucker, and
instruction to Mr. Taylor, are certainly the best remedy that
the case admits. I sincerely wish it may terminate the adven-
titious trouble thrown on you.
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The favorable report of the Comptroller on the accounts of
Mr. Duplessis, with the pecuniary situation of Mr. Chew, hinted
in the rccommendation of Mr. Robertson, will justify a pause on
our part—perhaps till the meeting of Congress.

The offer of Commodore Porter may lie over for a compari-
son with other sites for an observatory. Your answer to him
was the proper one.

I have not yet heard from Mr. Clay. Should he decline the
proposal made to him, the delicate considerations attending a
completion of the Cabinet will not be at an end. Whatever
may be the final arrangement, I hope you will be persuaded
that I have never contemplated your purposec of retiring from
the Treasury Department without doing justice to your motives,
nor without recollecting the great private sacrifices involved in
your acceptance of, and continuance in, that important public
trust; that I feel with full force the expressions in your letter
which are personal to myself, and that I take a sincere interest
in what may relate to your future welfare and happiness.

If there be no objection within the knowledge of the Treas-
ury Department to a pardon of Augustus Johnson, whose peti-
tion is enclosed, be so good as to have one made out.

I took the liberty of requesting, thro’ Mr. Rush, the attention
of yourself, and the other members of the Cabinet at Washing-
ton, to the difficulties arising in the business superintended by
Col. Lane, who thought, with me, that a decision on them could
be better formed on the spot than by myself at this distance. I
have just received the enclosed letter from the Librarian, which
presents a new one. Between the alternatives of a temporary
building or the continuance of the library where it is, the op-
tion seems to be prescribed by a want of Legislative provision
for the former. Will you be so good as to obtain from Col.
Lane a full view of the case, and to decide on it as may be found
best by yourself and the other gentlemen? Mr. Watterston is
informed of this reference of the subject.

We have had a profusion of rain after an unexampled drought.
It will be of great benefit to farmers and planters in several re-
spects, but it is too late to have any material effect on the crops
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of Indian corn, the great esculent staple in this country; and
its excess gives it a bad as well as good effect on tobacco, the
other important crop at stake. This is the 10** day since I have
been able to communicate with Mr. Monroe, who is separated
from me by a branch of James River. The interruption, how-
ever, has been prolonged by the want of exertion in the mail
carrier.
Accept my esteem and affectionate respects.

TO W. H. CRAWFORD.
MoNTPELLIER, September 21, 1816.

DeaRr Sir,—I return the letter from Mr. Hall enclosed in
yours of the 19th. The fullest confidence is due to the truth
of his statement, and to the purity of his views. But it seems
impossible to yield the sanction he suggests to the wishes of
his neighbours, respectable as they may be. The difference be-
tween a forbearance to enforce a law, on considerations forbid-
ding the attempt, and a notice that the law would not be en-
forced, which would amount to an invitation to violate it, neces-
sarily restrains the Executive. Are not the orders, also, to the
Military Commanders and to the Marshals, actually issued, ap-
plicable to intruders on the public lands every where not spe-
cially excepted by law?

The information from Governor Clarke is very agreeable, and
is another proof of the practicability of obtaining by just means
every thing from the Indians, as far and as fast as the public
interests require. It were to be wished that this view of the
subject prevailed in every quarter.

If Onis has common prudence, he will be silent with respect
to the Fort on the Chatahouchee. If Spain cannot, or will not,
prevent attacks on us from such a position, we must defend our-
selves against them by attacking the position. She seemed to
feel the justice of this reasoning when Jackson drove her ene-
mies out of Pensacola.
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TO MR. CRAWFORD.

MoxrpeLLIER, Sepr 22, 1816,

DEAR Sir,—I return, with my approbation, the additional
regulations for Mr. Lee, enclosed in yours of the 20th inst. If
you have been correctly informed of the evidence on the claim
of Mr. Carroll, it is truly extraordinary. Whether a House
was a military deposit or not must depend on its being or not
being occupied as such under the defined authority, and on the
exhibition or the want of adequate proof of the occupancy and
the authority. The proof stated to you was certainly the very
worst, not the best proof, the case admitted of. Would it be
amiss to add some regulation as a guard in such cases? They
will be of a class of largest individual amount. If sufferers at
Washington should happen to receive indemnities not experi-
enced in other scenes of military events, the loudness of the
complaints may readily be anticipated. Perhaps, on consulting
with Mr. Dallas, you will be able to digest some proper mode
of obviating the payment of awards in favor of debtors to the
public.

TO W. H. CRAWFORD.
MonTPELLIER, September 23, 1816.

DEARr Sir,—I have just received from Mr. Monroe a very ex-
traordinary communication, confidentially made to him by Col.
Jesup. A copy of it is enclosed. An invasion by a Spanish
force at the present period might be pronounced a mere chimera,
if a less degree of folly reigned at Madrid; unless, indeed, the
Councils of Spain should be supported by a power whose coun-
cils may reasonably be more confided in. It is probable, how-
ever, that Onis is intriguing at New Orleans, and the extent to
which he may mislead an ignorant, proud, and vindictive gov-
ernment, cannot be calculated. It is incumbent on us, there-
fore, to have an eye to our Southwestern frontier, proportion-
ing our precautions to our means, and to a fair estimate of the
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danger. As General Jackson is apprized of the apprehensians
of Col. Jesup, tho’ without some of the grounds of them men-
tioned to Mr. Monroe, we may expect soon to hear from him on
the subject. Are there any reinforcements or defences which
can be added to those now within his employment? Should
Jesup execute his purpose, it will be the boldest project ever
assumed by no higher authority. I communicate the intelli-
gence he gives to the Secretary of the Navy. Be so good as to
do the same to your colleagues at Washington.

/

TO MR. DALLAS.
MonTPELLIER, September 27, 1816.

. DEAR Sir,—I have received, with your two letters of the 20
and 21st, the general sketch of the finances to which they refer,
and have also to acknowledge your subsequent letter of the
25th. I return the sketch under an address to Washington;
passing it thro’ the hands of Mr. Crawford, with a request that
he would hasten it to the Department.

The document embraces all the points which occur to me as
requisite to be touched, and contains so many gratifying fea-
tures that it cannot fail to engage the favorable attention of
the public to the ability and success with which the fiscal busi-
ness has been conducted thro’ the labyrinth into which it had
been forced. The facts stated in your letter of the 25th pre-
sent an additional prospect, extremely grateful in several views,
and particularly as bearing testimony to the auspicious course
which the Treasury has pursued.

Mr. Clay declines the War Department. The task now to
be fulfilled is not without its delicacies, as you know. I shall
avail myself of a conversation with Mr. Monroe, which his
Jjourney back to Washington will afford me in a day or two. I
could wish for a similar opportunity with others, whose senti-
ments would be valuable on the occasion. I thank you for your
kindness in continuing the routine of business, and regret that
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I cannot more promptly exonerate you from the trouble it im-
poses. You will hear from me again on the subject the moment
I bave any thing to impart.

TO MR. CRAWFORD.
MoxTPELLIBR, Sepr 30th, 1816.

DEAR Sir,—I have received your two letters of the 27th and
28th. The views taken by yourself and your colleagues at
Washington of the subject presented by Col. Jesup’s communi-
cation, and your letters to the Secretary of the Navy and Gen-
eral Jackson in consequence of them, were very proper. The
part of the precautionary arrangements involving most delicacy
is that of sending the naval force into the Gulf of Mexico.
Besides the unavoidable delay, I fear the expense of equipment
will be considerable, under an appropriation known to be defi-
cient. It will be well to give him the earliest notice of any
change in the prospect releasing the Navy Department from the
call. The letter from Mr. Erving goes far towards it, and far-
ther intelligence from him may be daily expected. As a com-
munication of the contents of Col. Jesup’s letter to the Gov:
ernors of Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Louisiana, will
lead to no immediate expense, nor to any unnecessary public
excitement, it is recommended by the general policy of antici-
pating danger and guarding against it. I am glad to find Gen-
eral Jackson’s views coinciding with those transmitted to him.

I sent to the Attorney General the papers received by the
Navy Department from Commodore Patterson, relating to the
destruction of the Negro fort, and the property taken in it, with
a request from the Commodore that a decision might be had on
the distribution of the property among the captors. I referred
Mr. Rush, also, to the report, when received from Col. Clinch.
Be 80 good as to let him see the communications from that offi-
cer, now returned. The case is novel, and involves several legal
questions.



1816. LETTERS. 25

I perceive that a part of the Negroes captured were deserters
from the Spaniards, who will therefore be gainers by breaking
up the establishment on the Apalachicola. This is another con-
gideration which may prevent complaints from that quarter. It
may be recollected, also, that the Governor of Pensacola de-
clared that territory not to be within Spanish jurisdiction.

Jameson’s remarks in favor of making the seat of the factory
the seat of his agency have weight. His pacific mediations
among the Indians may also be recommended by a humane pol-
icy. But I think it will be best to discountenance the proposed
vigit of some of them to Washington. 'We complain at present
of the reception of our Indians even at British outposts, and we
may find occasion for making a point of putting an end to that
sort of intercourse.

Mr. Monroe has not yet arrived on his way to Washington,
and I cannot fix on the day of my setting out until he does.
Some other circumstances, also, have been in the way. I fear I
shall not be able to put an end to the detention before the last
of the week; possibly not before Monday next.

I have already mentioned to you the answer of Mr. Clay, de-
clining the offer made to him. Altho’ Mr. Lowndes has not
had occasion to manifest particular qualifications for the War
Department, his general talents and public standing present
him in very favorable comparison with any other occurring for
consideration.

Cordial regards.

TO MR. CRAWFORD.

DEAR Sir,—I find by a letter from Mr. Dallas that he was
to leave Washington on Tuesday last for Philadelphia. He
kindly intends, however, to give official attention to the routine
of business until apprised of his release. The date for this I
wish to be governed by your convenicncy. I have informed
Mr. Lowndes of the approaching vacancy in the Department of
War, and asked his permission to appoint him to it. Should he
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not assent, or not be able to enter quickly upon its duties, it
will be better, perhaps, that the business of the War Depart-
ment go on without a Secretary than that the Treasury Depart-
ment be vacant, or that Mr. Dallag be long detained in its ser-
vice against his personal interest or conveniency.

Oc* 3, 1816.

TO GOVERNOR NICHOLAS.
MoxTpELLIER, Oct. 5, 1816.

DEar Sir,—I have received yours of the 30th ult. It will

afford me pleasure to promote your wishes in behalf of Mr.

, and the pleasure will be increased by my recol-
lections of the period and persons to whom youn allude. It is
incumbent on me, at the same time, to remark, that it is the
usage to leave to the Heads of Departments the selection of
their own clerks, which the law vests in their discretion and
responsibility; that they generally have their preferences, often
founded in relations of friendship and personal confidence; and
that there is always depending a list of applicants for the few
vacancies which occur, some of whose pretensions may have pecu-
liar force. My connection with such appointments is much less
than may be supposed; and I mention it, that in the event of
disappointment, it may not be inferred that I have been mat-
tentive to the object you so justly have at heart.

Mr. Dallas has and will have explained so fully his measures,
with the grounds of them, that I need say little on the subject.
If any have supposed him not conciliatory towards the Banks,
they have done him great injustice. As to the epoch of enfor-
cing specie payments, the law had fixed on the 20th of February
next, with an evident obligation on him to anticipate it if prac-
ticable. Many of the Banks, instead of co-operating with him
for the latter purpose, have announced purposes at variance
with the positive injunctions of the law. It can scarcely be
doubted that if the Banks had concerted a general concurrence
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with the views of the Treasury, the former confidence and cur-
rency would have been easily re-established by the time fixed
by Congress, and probably sooner. Nor can it well be doubted
that such a concert would have taken place if the Bank dividends
had been as much favored by the effort, as they might, at least,
for a time been reduced by it. I am far from applying these
remarks to all the Banks. There are exceptions which we could
jointly name with equal pleasure. But it is certain, that as far
as the Banks have not done their duty, they have to answer for
the injustice done by a depreciated currency to particular States,
to the public creditors, to the army, to the Navy, and even to
private creditors, who were in a manner forced to receive their
debts in that currency. Had the Banks sold their public stock
for their own notes, with which they procured it, when they
could have done so with a liberal profit; or had they agreed to
pay interest on their protested notes, whilst they received inter-
est on the paper pledged to them, they would have stood on dif-
ferent ground. But they preferred, too many of them, to these
sacrifices, or rather to these acts of justice, an increased issue
of notes, on* a capital as productive nearly as the notes issued
on that bagis. Taking the whole subject as we find it, it is not
easy to say what Congress, with whom it lies, may decide on.
There is sufficient reason to believe that if the crisis require re-
laxation, they will not withhold it. But there are indications
that a resumption of specie payments is rapidly becoming prac-
ticable and popular. If the demand of specie to discharge a
foreign balance against the Nation should not raise the exchange
above the expense and difficulty of exporting it, the Banks in
general will run no risk in uniting at once with the National
Bank in restoring health to the currency, and justice to all
transactions, public and private.

I take this occasion to acknowledge the receipt of your
printed Circular from the Directors of the literary fund. Feel-
ing deeply the value of a well-digested system of public instruc-
tion, it would be peculiarly grateful to contribute some aid to-

* Public Stock.
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wards it. But I am so well satisfied that I could offer no ideas
which will not be comprehended in the superior contributions
from other sources, that I regret the less my want of leisure for
the attempt.

TO JOHN ADAMS.
WaseNgTON, October 12th, 1816.

DEaRr Sir,—Your favor of the 4th of September was handed
to me by Doctor Freeman, at my abode in Virginia, just before
I left it for this place. His transient stay afforded but a slight
opportunity for the civilities I wished to shew to one who en-
Jjoys so much of your estcem, and who appeared so well to des
serve them. He was so good as to call at the door since my
arrival here; but being at the moment engaged, he was so in-
formed, without my being apprised of the name till he bad re-
tired; and his ensuing departure from the city closed our inter-
course, unless he should repeat his Southern excursion, when I
shall pay with pleasure the arrears due on the first.

Mrs. Madison, wishing to seize the occasion for a letter to
Mrs. Adams, has herself answered the enquiry in yours to me
having reference to her. You will perceive that she has not
the slightest recollection of any letter to Mr. Steel, such as
could have led to the intimations in yours. We conclade, there-
fore, that some error has taken place in the statement made to
you. It will rest with your goodness and conveniency to throw
any light upon it, which you may have the means of doing, and
which you may think the subject worthy of. I beg you to be
assured that I join fully in her acknowledgments for the delicate
manner in which you have alluded to it, and for the kind dis-
positions which it has led you to express.

The favorable judgment you are so good as to express on the
course of my administration cannot but be very gratifying to
me; not merely for the immediate value I set on it, but as an
encouraging presage of the light in which my endeavours in the
service of my Country will be hereafter viewed by those most
capable of deciding on them.
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TO MR. DALLAS.

‘WasHINGTON, October 15, 1816.

DEAR Sir,—It being finally arranged that Mr. Crawford will
enter the Treasury Department on Monday next, I lose no time
in apprizing you of the day on which the requisition on your
kind and protracted attention to its duties will be at an end.
The letter offering the War Department to Mr. Lowndes hav-
ing been sent to New York, missed of him altogether; and it
unluckily happened that he set out, after his return to Wash- .
ington, before I had an opportunity of communicating with him.
A letter will follow him, with a chance of overtaking him before
he reaches Charleston; but it will probably not arrest his jour-
ney should the object of it be acceptable to him.

I thank you very much, my Dear Sir, for the friendly offers
in your favor of the 5 instant, and I renew all my acknowledg-
ments and assurances with respect to the past services, for
which I am personally indebted, as well as our Country, which
i8 enjoying and awaiting the beneficial fruits of them.

Accept my high esteem and my cordial salutations.

P. S. Nothing has occurred diminishing the improbability of
CoL. Jesup’s intelligence. You will have noticed an occur-
rence in the Gulph of Mexico, which is producing considerable
sensation. We are not yet able to appreciate all its circum-
stances. But it is difficult to believe that the conduct of the
Spanish squadron is to be ascribed to hostile orders from Mad-
rid.

TO MR. DALLAS.

MonrprLLIER, October , 1816.
DEear Sir,—I have received yours of the 1 instant, and anx-
iously hope that this will find you perfectly recovered from your
indisposition, and in the bosom of your family in Philadelphia.
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I repeat my thanks for the kind attention you offer to the routine
of the Treasury business, from which I calculate on your being
speedily released. I have written to Mr. Lowndes on the va-
cancy approaching in the War Department, and invited him to
accept it; and have apprized Mr. Crawford of this step, with
an intimation of the expediency of his assuming the Treasury
Department as soon as he can make it convenient to do so.

I propose to set out for Washington on Monday, and expect
to be there by the middle of the week. Mr. Monroe is now with
me, and will probably be a day or two before me.

Be assured, Dear Sir, of my best regards.

TO WILLIAM LOWNDES.
Wasamaroy, Oct. 16, 1816.

DEAR Sr,—The resignation of the Treasury by Mr. Dallas,
drawing after it a vacancy in the War Department, now to be
filled, I am desirous of availing our Country of your talents
and services in the latter. With the hope of obtaining your
asgent, I addressed a letter to you, which, from the cause of
your late journey, cannot have reached you; and as soon as I
ascertained that you had arrived in Washington, I sent a re-
quest to be favored with a call on me. Unluckily, you had set
out for S. Carolina, and had proceeded too far to be overtaken.
Will you be so good as to say whether I may count on your ac-
ceptance of the trust in question? As early an answer as you
can make convenient is desirable; and it will afford me great
pleasure, both on public and personal considerations, if it should
be in the affirmative.

TO MR. DALLAS.
WasBNGTON, November 11, 1816.

DEAR Sir,—The approaching meeting of Congress requires
that I should be making preparation for the event. The para-
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graph relating to the finances will be a very important, and,
happily, a very pleasing one. Persuaded that your peculiar fa-
miliarity with the subject is as yet little impaired, I am tempted
by your experienced kindness to intrude so far on moments be-
longing to other objects as to request from your pen a prospec-
tus of the receipts and expenditures of the fiscal year, with the
balance in the Treasury, and a notice of the public debt at its
latest liquidation.

The statement may be the more brief, as I wish to refer to
your *Sketchez” as an accompanying document, which cannot
fail to be acceptable to Congress, useful to the public, and hon-
orable under every aspect. It occurs, however, that if thus
used, one or two of the topics at its close may be criticised as
not exactly within the scope of a report from the particular
Department of the Treasury, if not construable in a latitude not
covered by the Constitution. The remarks of either kind can
be easily obviated.

Altho’ I presume you possess a copy of the sketches, I inclose
the original draft, that there may be no needless delay or trouble
to you, in the task I am imposing.

Be pleased to tender my particular respects to Mrs. Dallas,
and to accept my esteem and best regards.

THE REV® WILLIAM BENTLEY.
DECEMBER 28th, 1816.

DEAR Sir,—Mr. Crowninshield having made me acquainted
with the passage in your letter to him which speaks with so
much personal kindness towards me, and so favorably of my
discharge of the public trust which is about to close, I cannot
forego an expression of the value I put on such sentiments from
such a source. The approbation of the wise and the worthy is
the recompence which ought to be next to the first, in the de-
sires and the hopes of those who serve their Country with a
faithful zeal. My only apprehension is, that a benevolent par-
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tiality may have too much diverted your attention from errors
against which good intentions were not a sufficient safeguard.

It is a great satisfaction, on returning to the private station
from which I have been so long separated, that I shall make
way for a successor, who enjoys, as he merits so highly and dif-
fusively, the confidence and affection of his fellow-citizens. He
will have the consolation of anticipating from such examples as
yours, that if he should encounter malice and misreprescntation
from some quarters, he will find in others a firm support of his
measures when they are right, a candid interpretation of them
when they are doubtful, and the admonitions of friendship and
patriotism only when they are deemed erroncous.

Be assured, Dear Sir, of my great esteem, and of my cordial
respects and good wishes.

TO CARLO BOTTA.
‘WasmiNGToy, Jany, 1817,

Sir,—I have been some time in debt for the obliging favor
of your “Camillo.” Its subject, as well as its author, makes
me regret more than ever that my knowledge of the Italian does
not enable me to do justice to the merits and enjoy the beauties
of a poem in that language. A translation into English, well
executed, may mitigate my disappointment. In G. Britain this
may take place. In this Country, the qualifications for such
tasks, and likely to be so employed, do not exist. But I have
the satisfaction to learn that a translation of your * Storia della
Guerra d’America,” is contemplated by an American Citizen,
equally reputable for his literary talents and his political sta-
tion.
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TO C. J. INGERSOLL.
‘WasHINGTON, Jany 21, 1817.

Dzan Sm,—I thank you for your attentive favor of the 16th,
which gave me the first intelligence of the death of Mr. Dallas.
The melancholy event was received here with unfeigned grief,
and by none more deeply, as you will readily conceive, than by
myself. Our Country will rarely lose a citizen whose virtues,
endowments, and services will leave a stronger claim to its ad-
miring and grateful recollections than those which I had the
best opportunities of witnessing in our departed friend. To
his amiable family the bereavement must be overwhelming in-
deed.

TO W. H. CRAWFORD, SEC. TREAS.

[In answer to a communication from him of 3rd Feb., laying before the Presi-
dent the arrangements entered into between the Banks of New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Baltimore, and Virginia, for resuming specie payments.]

4 Fzs., 1817.

The arrangement communicated by the President of the U.
8. Bank is so important an advance towards a universal return
of specie circulation, that the Treasury sanction to it, under
existing circumstances, is evidently proper. Serious difficulties
will, notwithstanding, remain to be encountered, if the principal
Banks in every State do not immediately follow the example
set them. Even in the States comprising the Banks parties to
the arrangements, the payment of the internal taxes after the
20th instant will be distressing to many not possessing the
notes of their own Banks. In the other States, the payment in
the legalized notes will be generally impossible for a consider-
able time.

VOL. III. 8
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TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.
WasyNgTon, Feby 15, 1817.

DEar Sir,—I received yesterday yours covering the letter
of Mr. Spafford, which was forwarded to him as you suggested.
His object in communicating it I collect only from its contents.
He probably exhibited it as a proof of the spirit and views of
the Eastern States during the late war.

As with you, the weather here has of late been remarkable,
both for the degree and continuance of cold, and the winter
throughout for its dryness. The Earth has, however, had the
advantage of a cover of snow during the period most needing
it. The wheat fields still have a slight protection from it. This
morning is the coldest we have yet had. The Thermometer, on
the North side of the House, under an open shed, was at 4°
above 0. At this moment, half after 9 o’clock, it stands at 6}3°.
Yesterday morning about the same hour it was 8°, and at 3
o’clock between 10 and 11.

Our information from abroad has been very scanty for a long
time, and we are without any of late date. From S* Petersburg
nothing has been received shewing the effect of Mr. Coles’ com-
munications on the Emperor. Mr. Pinkney left Naples re in-
fecta. He had to contend with pride, poverty, and want of prin-
ciple. Mr. Gallatin’s demands of indemnity are not received
with the same insensibility, but will have a very diminutive
success, if any at all. The Government of Spain, with its habit-
ual mean cunning, after drawing the negotiations to Madrid,
has now sent them back to Onis, with powers, without instruc-
tions. They foolishly forget that, with respect to the territorial
questions at least, we are in possession of that portion of our
claims which is immediately wanted, and that delay is our ally,
and even guaranty for every thing. The British Cabinet seems
a8 well disposed as is consistent with its jealousies, and the
prejudices it has worked up in the nation against us. We are
anxious to learn the result of our answer to the Dey of Algiers.
It is nearly three months since a line was received from Chaun-
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cey or Shaler; nor has even a rumor reached us since their re-
turn to Algiers.

All the latest accounts from Europe turn principally on the
failare of the harvests, and the prospects of scarcity. If they
are not greatly exaggerated, the distress must be severe in many
districts, and considerable every where. When the failure in
this Country comes to be known, which was not the case at
the latest dates, the prospect will doubtless be more gloomy.

You will see that Congress have spent their time chiefly on
the compensation law, which has finally taken the most excep-
tionable of all turns, and on the claims-law, as it is called, re-
lating [to] horses and houses destroyed by the enemy, which is
still undecided in the Senate. They shrink from a struggle for
reciprocity in the W. India trade; but the House of Represent-
atives have sent to the Senate a navigation act, reciprocating
the great principle of the British act, which, if passed by the
Senate, will be felt deeply in Great Britain, in its example, if
not in its operation. Another Bill has gone to the Senate which
I have not seen; and of a very extraordinary character, if it has
been rightly stated to me. The object of it, is to compass by
law only an authority over roads and Canals. It is said the
Senate are not likely to concur in the project; whether from an
objection to the principle or the expediency of it, is uncertain.
I shall hasten my departure from this place as much as possible;
but I fear I shall be detained longer after the 4th of March
than I wish. The severe weather unites with the winding up
of my public business in retarding the preparations during the
sesgion of Cougress, and they will from their maultiplicity be a
little tedious after we can devote ourselves exclusively thereto.
On my reaching home, I shall recollect your notice of the call,
which will afford me the pleasure of assuring you in person of
my sincere and constant affection.
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TO COMMITTEE OF CITY OF WASHINGTON,
Mancn 4, 1817,

I am mnch indebted to the Citizens of Washington, in whose
behalf you speak, for the expressions of regard and respect ad-
dressed to me. These sentiments are the more valuable to me,
a8 my long residence among them has made me well acquainted
with their many titles to my esteem, at the same time that it
has enabled them to mark more particularly the course of my
public and personal conduct. Their partiality has greatly
overrated both. But they do no more than justice to my hon-
est zeal in the service of my Countiy; and to my friendly dis-
positions towards this city and its Inhabitants. I have ever
regarded the selection for the National Metropolis, made by its
great Founder, as propitious to the national welfare; and, al-
though I could not rival my immediate predecessor, in the aids
he afforded, I was not less sincere in my desires for its growth
and improvement. The ultimate good flowing from the disaster
which at a moment clouded its prospects, is a gratifying com-
pensation to those on whom it fell; and is among the proofs of
that spirit in the American people, as a free people, which, rising
above adverse events, and even converting them into sources
of advantage, is the true safeguard against dangers of every
sort.

On the point of a final departure from Washington, I pray its
citizens to be assared that every expression of their kindnees
will be held in lively remembrance, with cordial wishes for their
collective prosperity and individual happiness.

TO GEORGE M. DALLAS,
‘WasHNgTON, March 6, 1817.
D* Sir,—I received some days ago your favor of the 26 ult.,
but this is the first moment I have found to acknowledge it.
I learn, with great pleasure, your intention to publish the life
.and writings of your father. The latter will be a rich addition
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to our political and literary treasures: and the former a por-
trait worthy of a conspicuous place in the biographical gallery.
I think too favorably of the public judgment and taste to doubt
that the work will meet from it a grateful reception.

Under this impression, I am sure that an association of my
name with the publication, in the mode you intimate, must be
very superfluous, even if it had the value you attach to it. But
with the sentiments which I expressed for your father whilst
living, I cannot be disposed to withhold such an evxdence that
they are equally felt for his memory.

Be 80 good as to present to your highly respected and amiable
mother my sincere regards and best wishes, to which Mrs.
Madison adds hers; and to accept for yourself assurances of the
same. :

TO MR. GALLATIN.
MarcE , 1817.

DEaR SR —Notwithsmnding the lapse of time, nothing defin-
itive has taken place, in concert with Mr. Hassler, in relation to
Mr. Le Sueur. ,Mr. Crawford has the subject in hand, and will
communicate the result.

I can add little to the public information which goes to you
from the official source, and thro’ the Press. You will find that
specie is at length reinstated in its legitimate functions, at
which all are rejoicing except the Banks, which are willing to
sacrifice justice and the public good to their undue profits. Our
manufactories have had a hard struggle with the glut of im-
ported merchandise. All of them are crippled; some of them
mortally; and unless a rise of prices should soon succeed the
unexampled depression, the progress made will be in a manner
lost, and the work will have hereafter to begin anew. The
high price of agricultural products has co-operated in diverting
the attention from manufactures. We hope, however, that as
these causes are temporary, many who have embarked their for-
tunes in that way will be able to hold out till a change of cir-
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cumstances shall bring relief. The appeals made to Congress
for a further interposition have been without effect. There is
a popular spirit considerably diffusing itself which will aid
somewhat another experiment at the next session. The pro-
posed reciprocation of the British West India navigation act
was not carried through; some being unwilling to hazard the
market for so much of high-priced produce; others shrinking
from the presumed obstinacy of the antagonist and the tendency
of a commercial contest to a more serious onc; and others still
hoping that a more fair and liberal policy may find its way into
the British Cabinet. This hope is strengthened in some by the
lessons, as they view them, in the plaster act, which retaliates
that of Nova Scotia, and the navigation act, which applies to
Great Britain and her imitators the rule of her general Naviga-
tion Act of Ch. 2. Both of these measures went thro’ with ap-
parent earnestness.

The early part of our winter was uncommonly mild. The
latter part bas been exactly the reverse. I understand, how-
ever, that the wheat fields generally wear a good aspect. The
last crop of wheat was good, the quality peculiarly so, and is
bringing the farmers the enormous price of 13, 14 and 15 dol-
lars a barrel for flour. The crops of corn were uncommonly
and unprecedently bad in the Atlantic States. It sells at from
7 to 10 dollars a barrel of 5 bushels. But for the economy
which forced itself into general use, great distress would have
been felt; and with that aid, the poor are in many places con-
siderably pinched.

I am in the midst of preparations to get to my farm, where I
shall make myself a fixture, and where I anticipate many enjoy-
ments, which, if not fully realized, will be a welcome exchange
for the labors and anxieties of public life.

Mrs. Madison has introduced to Mrs. Gallatin a son of Mr.
F. Preston, formerly a member of Congress, whom an opulent
father indulges in spending a little of his wealth in Europe.
He is well spoken of, both as to his mind and his principles.
Permit me to ask your friendly notice of him.
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With my respectful regards to Mrs. Gallatin, accept for your-
self assurances of my great esteem and friendship.

TO WILLIAM EUSTIS,
WasamveToN, March——, 1817,

DEaR Sir,—I cannot take my final leave of Washington with-
out calling to mind the epistolary debt remaining due to you.
On consulting with Mr. Monroe some time ago, it was under-
stood that your stay in Holland would be prolonged until next
fall, if not next spring, by a joint negotiation with the Govern-
ment of the Netherlands on the subject of a Commercial Treaty.
You will have received the communications relating to it from
the Department of State. With respect to your situation on
your return to the United States, I can only express the grati-
fication I shall feel if a satisfactory one should offer itself; and
my confidence that you enjoy the friendly dispositions of my
successor. How far he may be able to give effect to them will
of course depend on circumstances.

I can add nothing by way of public information to what goes
to you from the official source and from the press. From the
latter, it is probable accounts will reach you of later date than
this will convey.

I am hastening my preparations to become a fixture on my
farm, where I anticipate many enjoyments, which, if not fully
realized, will be a welcome exchange for the fatigues and anxi-
eties of public life. I need not say that I shall carry with me,
among other recollections, the affectionate ones left in my
breast by the official and personal intercourse which existed be-
tween us. Mrs. M. would gladly say what would equally ex-
press the feelings she retains for Mrs. Eustis, but she is obliged,
by intense occupations in the packing and other arrangements,
to refer to me the pleasure of doing it for her. I avail myself
of the occasion for tendering my own respectful regards, along

-
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with the assurances which I pray you to accept for yourself of
my cordial esteem and best wishes.

If this should not be delivered, it will be followed by Mr.
William Preston, son of Francis Preston, formerly a member of
Congress, and nephew of Col. Preston, late of the Army, and
now Governor of Virginia. He is said to be a youth of prom-
ising talents and excellent principles; and on that acoount, as
well as from a respect to his valuable connections, I ask the
favor of your politeness to him. He is anxious to take a peep
at the old world, and his father, being very rich, indulges his
curiosity. '

TO W. H. CRAWFORD.
MoxTPELIER, April 24, 1817.

I have received, my dear Sir, your favor of the 18th, with the
Lupinella seed, for which I thank you. I will endeavour to
make the most of it, by sowing a part now and the rest in Oc-
tober. It will be a valuable acquisition if it has half the merit
ascribed to it.

The British affairs appear to be approaching, if not already
in, a paroxysm; which, but for the horrors of the Revolutionary
experiment in France, could not fail to issue in some radical
change; and which, but for the Republican example in the Uni-
ted States, would as certainly issue in the invigoration of the
monarchical system. In the equilibrium produced by these ex-
ternal causes, it is not easy to say what may result from .the
nature of the disease, and from the conflict of parties. -Mr.
Adams, being on the spot, has better means of judging than are
possessed at this distance. My conjecture would be, that the
whig party will be divided, some joining the Ministerialists,
some the Reformers; and that finally it will be a question be
tween the Government and the army on one side, and the mass
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of the nation, goaded by distress and expecting relief from a
political change, on the other. We must understand more
thoroughly than we do all the circumstances involved in the
question before we can anticipate the ultimate decision of it.
Something may depend on the interest which foreign powers
may take in the crisis; and much will depend on the degree of
public distress to be encountered by the government party.

‘We reached our home in safety, and in the computed time.
I found the agricultural prospects very favorable, but a spell of
dry weather has impaired them. We have just had, however,
a plentiful rain, which may enable the wheat fields to resist the
Hessian fly, which was commencing its ravages under the influ-
ence of the dry weather.

Mrs. Madison joins me in cordial regards to Mrs. C. and
yourself.

TO JOHN ADAMS,
Mar 224, 1817.

DEar Sm,—I have received your favor of April 22d, with the
two volumes bearing the name of Condorcet. If the length of
time they remained in your hands had been in the least incon-
venient to me, which was not the case, the debt would have
been overpaid by the interesting observations into which you
were led by your return of them.

The idea of a Government “in one centre,” as expressed and
espoused by this Philosopher and his theoretic associates, seems
now to be every where exploded. And the views which you
have given of its fallacy will be a powerful obstacle to its re-
vival any where. It is remarkable that in each of our States
which approached nearest to the theory changes were soon
made, assimilating their constitutions to the examples of the
other States, which had placed the powers of Government in
different depositories, as means of controling the impulse and
sympathy of the passions, and affording to reason better oppor-
tuniti. of asserting its prerogatives.
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The great question now to be decided, and it is one in which
humanity is more deeply interested than in any political experi-
ment yet made, is, whether checks and balances sufficient for
the purposes of order, justice, and the general good, may not be
created by a proper division and distribution of power among
different* bodies, differently constituted, but all deriving their
existence from the elective principle, and bound by a responsible

. tenure of their trusts. The experiment is favored by the extent
of our Country, which prevents the contagion of evil passions;
and by the combination of the federal with the local systems of
Government, which maultiplies the divisions of power, and the
mutual checks by which it is to be kept within its proper limits

,and direction. In aid of these considerations much is to be
hoped from the force of opinion and habit, as these ally them-
selves with our political institutions. I am running, however,
into reflections, without recollecting that all such must have
fallen within the comprehensive reviews which your mind has
taken of the principles of our Government, and the prospects
of our Country.

I have always been much gratified by the favorable opinion
you have been pleased occasionally to express of the public
course pursued while the Executive trust was in my hands, and
I am very thankful for the kind wishes you have added to a
repetition of it. I pray you to be assured of the sincerity with
which I offer mine, that a life may be prolonged which contin-
ues to afford proofs of your capacity to enjoy and make it val-
uable.

TO D. LYNCH, JUN®
MonTrPrLLIER, June 27, 1817.
Sm —1I have received your letter of the 18th instant, inform-
ing me that “the American Society for the encouragement of
domestic Manufactures” have been pleased to elect me one of
its members. '
Although I approve the policy of leaving to the sagacity of
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individuals, and to the impulse of private interest, the applica-
tion of industry and capital, I am equally persuaded that in
this, as in other cases, there are exceptions to the general rule,
which do not impair the principle of it. Among these excep- .
tions is the policy of encouraging domestic manufactures within
certain limits, and in reference to certain articles.

Without entering into a detailed view of the subject, it may
be remarked, that every prudent nation will wish to be inde-
pendent of other nations for the necessary articles of food, of
raiment, and of defence; and particular considerations applica-
ble to the United States seem to strengthen the motives to this
independence.

Besides the articles falling under the above description, there
may be others, for manufacturing which natural advantages ex-
ist, which require temporary interpositions for bringing them
into regular and successful activity.

When the fund of industry is acquired by emigrations from
abroad, and not withdrawn or withheld from other domestic
employments, the case specaks for itself.

I will only add, that among the articles of consumption and
use, the preference in many cases is decided merely by fashion
or by habits. As far as an equality, and still more where a
real superiority, i3 found in the articles manufactured at home,
all must be sensible that it is politic and patriotic to encourage
a preference of them, as affording a more certain source of sup-
ply for every class, and a more certain market for the surplus
products of the agricultural class.

With these sentiments, I beg you to make my acknowledg-
ments for the mark of distinction conferred on me; and which
I accept from a respect for the Society and for its objects, rather
than from any hope of being useful as a member.

To yourself, Sir, I tender my friendly respects.
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TO RICHARD RUSH.
MonTPaLLIER, June 27, 1817.

DEar Ste,—I have received your two favors of the 18th and
20th inst. I am promised a visit from Mr. Jefferson the en-
suing month, and shall not fail to communicate to him the one
you note for that purpose.

I readily conceive that Mr. Correa may feel some conflict in
his present position, between his two characters of philanthro-
pist and Plenipotentiary; and that he may infer some indulgence
towards the latter from a respect to the former. He ought not,
however, to impose on you a conflict between this kind feeling
in the Government and its self-respect. It is both illiberal and
impolitic, and necessarily extorts the admonitions you so gently
convey to him. .

In assuming a guardianship of our character in Europe, he
committed, to say the least, a marked indelicacy; and his avowed
resort to the press as the medium of giving information to the
public here was a still greater aberration. His regard for our
national reputation, if sincere, might have been manifested in a
less exceptionable mode than in an gfficial conversation. And
his consciousness of the wrongfulness of a direct communication
to the people is betrayed by the flimsiness of his apology. A
silly reason from a wise man is never the true one.

The British doctrine of blockades has given rise to error and
irregularity in the practice of other nations. In strictness, the
blockade notifies itself, and no other notification can be admit-
ted by neutrals who understand their rights, as having any other
effect than as a friendly caution against a probable danger.
Baut even in this sense the notification ought to be to the Govern-
ment, which may make the use of it deemed proper. This:Gov-
ernment has never formally promulgated the blockades more
than any other regulations of foreign Governments. The most
that seems admissible in such cases is, to let the public. be in-
formally apprized of them, that individuals may not ignorantly
incur just penalties. In one instance an answer was given by
the Department of State to a notification of a British blockade
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by Mr. Merry, which, according to my recollection, explained
the sense in which it was received, and precluded the idea that
anything short of an actual attempt to violate a legal blockade
could subject neutral vessels to interruption on the high seas.
Notwithstanding these views of the subject, I am not sure that
foreign Consuls in our ports may not have addressed notifica-
tions to our Merchants through the newspapers. And it may
be worth enquiry whether something of the sort was not done
by Mr. Onis, perhaps, prior to his reception as public Minister.

It is to be regretted that any difficulties should have arisen
with Portugal, the only recognized nation, besides ourselves, on
this hemisphere; and particularly that the most enlightened
and esteemed foreigner among us should be the pivot on which
they turn. It is not the less necessary, however, to make these
considerations, as you are making them, subordinate to the
rights of our Country and the honor of its Government. As far
as these will permit, conciliation can in no case be more prop-
erly intermingled. : '

May not the event at Pernambuco, if not caused by actual
oppression, tend to give at the present moment an unfavorable
turn to the sentiment of European Sovercigns in relation to the
revolutionary scene in South America? The struggle of the
Spanish part of it having the appearance of shaking off a for-
eign yoke, appeals merely to the interest and sympathy of those
Sovereigns. That in the Brazils may be viewed by them as an
attack on a domestic throne, and as adding an example % the
New World to those which have inspired so much alarm in the
0Old.

TO GEORGE' JOY.
. MoxnrprLLIER, Aug. 15, 1817.
DEAaR Sig,—I have received your several favors, the last bear-
ing date the— day of —————, on the subject of your transla-
tion from Rotterdam to Amsterdam; and have expressed to the
President the sentiments which my knowledge of your exertions
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in the cause of our Country, and my friendly dispositions I have
entertained towards you, suggested. He has been for a cons:d-
erable period on a tour along our Eastern and Northern fron-
tier, and will not receive my letter till he returns to Washing-
ton, which is expected to take place about the middle of Sep-
tember. I wish I could comply with your wish for an anticipa-
tion of the result of that and the communications through Mr.
Adams. But not knowing the list from which the selection will
be made, and which will probably be a long and respectable
one, nor the precise light in which merits of different descrip-
tions may present themselves to the mind of the President, I
cannot venture to predict his decision. Should he, indeed, make
an appointment without waiting for the previous sanction of
the Senate, you will know nearly as soon as this will reach
you.

I take this occasion to thank you for the various and valuable
communications I had the pleasure of recciving from you during
a period of my official duties, which prevented my acknowledg-
ing them. Your candour will, I trust, have rightly interpreted
the omission, and preserved your disposition to accept assur-
ances of my esteem and friendly respects.

TO PRESIDENT MONROE.

° MoxreELLIER, August 22, 1817.
DEAR Sir,—Your favor of July 27, from Pittsburg, was duly
received, and I am very glad to learn from it that the fatiguing
scenes through which you have passed had not prevented some
improvement in your health. The sequel of your journey will
have been still more friendly to it, as affording a larger propor-
tion of the salutary part of your exercise. I hope you will find
an ample reward for all the inconveniences to which you have
been subjected in the public benefit resulting from your tour.
The harmony of sentiment so extensively manifested will give
strength to the Administration at home, and command abroad
additional respect for our Country and its institutions. The
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little vagaries which have excited criticism, whether proceeding
faom the fervor of patriotism or from selfish views, are light in
the scale against the consideration that an opportunity has been
given and seized for a return to the patiopal family of the prod-
igal part which had been seduced from it, and for such a com-
mitment of the seducers themselves, that they cannot resume
their opposition to the Government without a public demonstra-
tion that their conversion was inspired by the mere hope of
sharing in the loaves and fishes.

You will readily conceive the reluctance with which I say
any thing on the subject of candidates for office. But I cannot
decline an expression of my good will toward Mr. W. Taylor,
heretofore agent in St. Domingo, who wishes to be successor to
Mr. Bourne, at Amsterdam. My opinion of him, as an intelli-
gent man, is founded in some measure on my occasional inter-
views with him. Of his integrity and good dispositions gen-
erally, I have had satisfactory information from others. Of
his official standing with the Government I may have less, but
cannot have more, knowledge than you possess yourself. In
naming Mr. Taylor, however, I must add that I do it not only
without knowing the list of competitors before you, but with a
reserve as to the pretensions of Mr. Joy, consul at Rotterdam,
also desirous to be Mr. B.’s successor. I had a personal ac-
quaintance with the latter gentleman many years ago, and have
had a series of communications from him since his residence
abroad, which have led me to regard him as a man of 1#erary
talents, and to know that he exerted them with a laborious
fidelity to the rights and honor of his country during the criti-
cal periods which furnished the occasion. Mr. Adams can
doubtless place before you fully the grounds on which the pre-
tensions of Mr. J. rest.

You will learn from Mr. Cathcart himself that he has, with
his family, been driven from Cadiz by the sterility of the Consu-
late there, and that he has an eye to domestic service. His
worth appears to be generally acknowledged, and it is seconded
by the sympathy awakened by a large and young family. But
it is more easy to point at such cases than to suggest the mode
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of providing for them. The parable of the loaves and fishes is
applicable to the government in the circumstance of the small
number on hand, not in the power of multiplying them.

This will remain at Washington for your return thither, after
which I promise myself the pleasure of soon seeing you on your
way to Albemarle.

Be assured of my high esteem and constant regard.

TO D. A. AZUNI, AT GENOA.
OCTOBER , 1817.

Sie,—The three copies of your work on Piracy were duly re-
ceived, and two of them disposed of, one for the Library of Con-
gress, the other for that of the Department of State. For the
3¢, presented to myself, I pray you to accept my thanks.

A historical, judicial, and remedial view of piracy, was a sab-
ject which merited the researches and disquisition you have be-
stowed on it, and I have perused this gift of your pen with the
pleasure promised by the talents of which the public had other
proofs in possession.

EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD, OCT. 24, 1817,
IN ANSWER TO HIS OF OCT. 12.

“J feel more satisfaction than surprise at the excess of the
Revenue beyond the estimated amount. It is principally dratwn
from imposts, and these will generally tally with the value of
exports, which has, of late, been enhanced by good crops, or
good prices overbalancing deficient crops. The difficulty of
finding objects for our ways and means will startle foreign
Governments, who husband their own so badly, and shut their
eyes against the spirit of a responsible Government and the
fertile industry of a free people. It will no doubt lead, as you
anticipate, to propositions in Congress for repeals in the inter-
nal branch of revenue, and probably to reductions in the exter-
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nal. In the former, my concern is limited pretty much to the
distillery tax, which I hope will be retained. Should a revision
of the Impost take place, it may be worth your while to exam-
ine the comparative rates on different sorts of wine. The light
and cheap wines are at present under prohibitory duties to
those who ought to be courted to substitute them for ardent
gpirits. Mr. Dallas was furnished with some data on this sub-
ject by Mr. Jefferson, who had particularly turned his thoughts
to it.

“The grounds on which a reduction of taxes will be pleaded
for are strengthened by the resource in the public lands, which,
if squatting be suppressed, and fair sales secured, as I hope will
be the case, promise a rich contribution to the Treasury. One
of the objects to which the fund is peculiarly pertinent seems
to be internal improvement in roads, canals, &c. Such an ap-
plication of it, besides its intrinsic importance, would enlist all
parts of the Union in watching over the security and sale of
the lands. And I anxiously wish Congress may institute the
Constitutional process for removing all obstacles to such an ar-
rangement. Pardon these observations, which go even beyond
the plea derived from the last paragraph in your letter.”

TO CHARLES KEILSALL.
MonTPRLLIER, V4., Oclober, 1817.

Str,—I duly received the copy of the “Phantasm of an Uni-
versity,” which you were so obliging as to send me; and I owe
you many thanks for so learned and interesting a work.

The recommendation of a National University in the United
States has not yet been successful. But a Central Institution
is just now on foot in the State of Virginia, which in its devel-
opment will embrace an extensive circle of sciences, and in the
organization of which many errors will be avoided which you
have so judiciously pointed out in the aged institutions of your
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own Country. In the Architectural plan* contemplated for
this temple of Minerva, I have the satisfaction to find that
some of the features bear a miniature likeness to the magnifi-
cent modelt which you have delineated.

TO MBR. MONROE, PRESIDENT OF THE U. 8.
MonTPrLLIER, November 29, 1817

DEeAR 8mr,—Your favor of the 25th has just been received.
I am fully aware of the load of business on your hands, prepar-
atory to the meeting of Congress. The course you mean to
take in relation to roads and canals appears to be best adapted
to the posture in which you find the case. A reluctance has
generally been felt to include amendments to the Constitution
among Executive recommendations to Congress; but it seems to
be called for on the present occasion as preferable to arresting
their deliberations by a notice, though the result will be nega-
tived, or to meeting the result with an unexpected negative.
For myself, I had not supposed that my view} of the Constitu-
tion could have been unknown, and I felt with great force the
delicacy of giving intimations of it to be used as a bar or a clog
to a depending measure.

The expediency of vesting in Congress a power as to roads and
canals I have never doubted, and there has never been a mo-
ment when such a proposition to the States was so likely to be
approved. A general power to establish seminaries being less
obvious, and affecting more the equilibrium of influence between
the National and State Governments, is a more critical experi-
ment. The feelings awakened by the proposed University within
the Congressional District are a proof of the opposition which
may be looked for. I should consider it as at least essential

* Exemplifying all the orders of Architecture, including modern variaties.

t At a cost of five million sterling.

$ See Hamilton’s corresponding opinion in his argument for the Bank power,
published in his works in 3 Vols.
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that the two propositions, whatever may be the modification of
the latter, should be so distinct, that the rejection of the one by
the States should not be inconsistent with the adoption of the
other.

It is very grateful to have such an overflowing Treasury, es-
pecially when every other nation is on the brink, if not in the
abyss, of bankruptcy. Its natural effect is the prevailing desire
that the taxes may be reduced, particularly the internal taxes,
which are most seen and felt. May it not, however, deserve
consideration whether the still tax, which is a moralizing as
well as a very easy, productive tax, would not be advantage-
ously retained, even at the expense of revenue from foreign
trade? Why not press on the whisky drinkers rather than the
tea and coffee drinkers, or the drinkers of the lighter kinds of
wine? The question will depend much, I am aware, on the
public opinion, and on the expense of collecting a solitary in-
ternal tax; both of which points will be better understood in
the Cabinet than they can be by the fire-side, and in the result
there I shall rest with perfect confidence. I make the same
remark with respect to the influence which the disbanding at
this moment of a conspicuous portion of our fiscal strength may
have on the calculations of any other power, particularly
Spain.

Health and prosperity.

T® PRESIDENT MONROE.
DecexsER 9, 1817.

DEAR Si,—The mail of Saturday brought me the copy of
your message. It is a fine landscape of our situation, and can-
not fail to give pleasure at home and command respect abroad.
The recommendation of a repeal of taxes is happily shaped. So,
also, the introduction of the subject of amending the Constitu-
* tion. The only questions which occur relate to the proposed
suppression of the establishment at Amelia Island, not within

v
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our territorial claim, and to the latitude of the principle on
which the right of a civilized people is asserted over the lands
of a savage one. I take for granted that the first point was
well considered, and the latter may be susceptible of qualifying
explanations. I observe you say nothing of a remodelling of
the Judiciary. Perhaps you may have in reserve a special mes-
sage, or you may think it best to let the subject originate in
Congress; or it may not appear to you in the light it does to
me. I have long thought a systematic change in that Depart-
ment proper, and should have pressed it more when in office
but for the circamstance that it involved a personal accommo-
dation where I might be supposed to feel an interest biasing
my judgment, and diminishing the attention paid to my opinion.

TO J. Q. ADAMS.
MonrtPaLLIRR, Pecember 23d, 1817.

DEAR Sm,—I received two days ago your favor of the 15th,
with the written and printed accompaniments.

I am glad to find that your personal interviews with Mr,
Bentham afforded an entertainment which may have been some
recompense for the trouble which I contributed to give you in
relation to him. The celebrity which this philosophic politician
has acquired abroad, as well as in his own Country, does not per-
mit one to doubt the extent of his capacity or of his researches;
and there is still less room to question the philanthropy which
adorns his character. It is unfortunate that he has not added
to his merits a style and manner of conveying his ideas which
would do more justice to their profoundness and importance.
With all his qualifications, however, I greatly overrate, or he
greatly underrates, the task in which he has been so anxious to
employ his intellectual labours and treasures, for the reforma-
tion of our Code of laws, especially in the advanced age at
which the work was to be commenced. And I own that I find
some difficulty in reconciling the confidence he feels in the ade-
quacy of his powers, not only for a digest of our statutes into
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a concise and clear system, but a reduction of our unwritten to
a text law, with that penetrating and accurate judgment for
which he has the reputation. The disinterestedness and friendly
gzeal, nevertheless, which dictated the offer of his services to our
Country, are entitled to its acknowledgments, and no one can
join in them with more cordiality than myself.

I have looked over and return the letters from Governor
Plumer and his son. The work conceived by the latter, and the
manner in which he has presented an outline of it, indicate tal-
ents which merit cultivation and encouragement. The best an-
swer I can give to your communication on the subject of his
wish for a copy of the Journal of the Convention is to state the
circumstance that, at the close of the Convention, the question
having arisen what was to be done with the Journal and the
other papers, and it being suggested that they ought to be either
destroyed or deposited in the custody of the President, it was
determined that they should remain in his hands, subject only
to the orders of the National Legislature. Whether a publica-
tion of them ought to be promoted, as having a useful tendency,
you will probably be better able to decide, on a perusal of the
document, than one who cannot take the same abstract view of
the subject.

I cannot be insensible to the terms in which you refer to the
official relations which have subsisted between us, but must dis-
claim the obligations which you consider as lying on your side.
The results of what took place on mine prove that I only
avoided the demerit of a different course.

TO HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER.
MonTPeLLIER, December 23, 1817.
DEAR Sir,—I have received your favor of the 18th, inclosing
the Report on roads and canals.
I respect too much the right and the duty of the Representa-
tives of the people to examine for themselves the merits of all
questions before them, and am too conscious of my own fallibil-
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ity, to view the most rigid and critical examination of the par-
ticular question referred to your committee with any other
feeling than a solicitude for a result favorable to truth and the
public good.

I am not unaware that my belief, not to say knowledge, of
the views of those who proposed the Constitution, and, what is
of more importance, my deep impression as to the views of those
who bestowed on it the stamp of authority, may influence my
interpretation of the Instrument. On the other hand, it is not
impossible that those who consult the instrument without a dan-
ger of that bias, may be exposed to an equal one in their anx-
iety to find in its text an authority for a particular measure of
great apparent utility.

I must pray you, my dear sir, to be assured that, although I
cannot concur in the latitude of construction taken in the Re-
port, or in the principle that the consent of States, even of a
gingle one, can enlarge the jurisdiction of the General Govern-
ment, or in the force and extent allowed to precedents and
analogies introduced into the Report, I do not permit this dif-
ference of opinion to diminish my esteem for the talents, or my
confidence in the motives, of its author. I am far more disposed
to acknowledge my thankfulness for the polite attention shown
in forwarding the document, and for the friendly expreesions
which accompanied it. Be pleased to accept a sincere return
of them.,

TO PRESIDENT MONROE.

MorxrPELLIER, December 27, 1817,
Dear Sir,—Your favor of the 22nd has been duly received.
I am 80 much aware that you have not a moment to spare from
your public duties, that I insist on your never answering my
letters out of mere civility. This rule I hope will be applied
to the present as well as future letters.
My quere as to the expedition against Amelia Island turned
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solely on the applicability of the Ezecutive power to such a case.
That relating to the right to Indian lands was suggested by the
principle which has limited the claim of the U. S. to a right of
pre-emption. It seemed, also, that an unqualified right of a civ-
ilized people to land used by people in the hunter state, on the
principle that the earth was intended for those who would make
it most conducive to the sustenance and increase of the human
race, might imply a right in a people cultivating it with the
spade to say to one using the plough, either adopt our mode or
let us substitute it ourselves. It might also be not easy to re-
pel the claims of those without land in other countries, if not in
our own, to vacant lands within the U. S. likely to remain for
a long period unproductive of human food. The quere was not
meant to contest the doctrine of the message, under qualifica-
tions which were probably entertained without being specified.

The Cumberland road having been a measure taken during
the administration of Mr. Jefferson, and, as far as I recollect,
not then brought to my particular attention, I cannot assign the
grounds assumed for it by Congress, or which produced his
sanction. I suspect that the question of Constitutionality was
but slightly, if at all, examined by the former, and that the Ex-
ecutive assent was doubtingly or hastily given. Having once
become a law, and being a mecasure of singular utility, addi-
tional appropriations took place, of course, under the same Ad-
ministration, and, with the accumulated impulse thence derived,
were continued under the succeeding one, with less of critical
investigation, perhaps, than was due to the case. Be all this
as it may, the case is distinguished from that now before Con-
gress by the circumstances—1. That the road was undertaken
essentially for the accommodation of a portion of the country
with respect to which Congress have a general power not ap-
plicable to other portions. 2. That the funds appropriated, and
which alone have been applied, were also under a general power
of Congress, not applicable to other funds. As a precedent, the
case is evidently without the weight allowed to that of the
National Bank, which had been often a subject of solemn dis-
-cusgion in Congress, had long engaged the critical attention of
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the public, and had received reiterated and elaborate sanctions
of every branch of the Government; to all which had been su-
peradded many positive concurrences of the States, and implied
ones by the pcople at large. The Bank case is analogous to
that of the carriage tax, which was generally regarded by those
who opposed the Bank as a direct tax, and, therefore, unconsti-
tutional, and did not receive their acquiescence until these ob-
jections were superseded by the highest Judicial, as well as
other sanctions. As to the casc of post roads and military
roads, instead of implying a general power to make roads, the
constitutionality of them must be tested by the bona fide object
of the particular roads. The post cannot travel, nor troops
march, without a road. If the necessary roads cannot be found,
they must, of course, be provided.

Serious danger seems to be threatened to the genuine sense
of the Constitution, not only by an unwarrantable latitude of
construction, but by the use made of precedents which cannot
be supposed to have had in the view of their Authors the bear-
ing contended for, and even where they may have crept through
inadvertence into acts of Congress, and been signed by the Ex-
ecutive at a midnight hour, in the midst of a group scarcely ad-
mitting perusal, and under a weariness of mind as little admit.
ting a vigilant attention.
~ Another, and perhaps a greater danger, is to be apprehended

from the influence which the usefulness and popularity of meas-
ures may have on questions of their consti