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From Nomura to T5g3 é;}g?Lﬁ?C;

17 November 1941
NOI 1118

At 10:30 A.M. on the 17th I with Ambassador Kurusu called on
Secretary Hull.

Hull opened the conversation by saying that the present situa-
tion had bVaen brought about because there were no far-sighted
statesmen after the last war, and that we must even today prepare
to save the worlgd from a repetition of such a situation,

. Kurusu expressed sympathy with the i1dea, and sald that the
United States and Japan, neither of wvhich has yet Jjoined in the
Europann War, have great resnonsihility 1in meeting the sltuation,
but thnt there are mora irmediate problems which have to be solved
between the uwo countries and abou® wiich concrete discuszions
should at once be started. He continued (ar'ter desceribing how he
had come over to the United States at the rocuest of you and
the Premier) that the Praomisn 1s sincerely desirous of the con-
clusion of the negotiaitions, 2nd holas greater hove Tor theip
fuccess than sne laagivrze, and that of tha thies problems ot issue
betwaen Japsa and %)= -l ed btates--non~1iscpimin&tory tresiment
in trade, the Trinsviyre. Favt, and withdpamal Cl' tronpc--tha Fremier

e

1s very hepeful of Setlilamant fesrectinz the first Lo, and much

concerned about the lesi paint of withdeawel of trcops.

As the appointment with Lthe Fresident drsw near, Hull suggested
that ths conversction he 4etined in the presence of the Fresident
and wa all lef't the Poome A% 11:00 we wava rocalved by Lhe Presie.
dent with Secretary Hull., Furwvay stated that the prasent Cabinet
is, a3 he had told Seshotiury Hull, vory sarneet Ahout the
Japanese-Amer!can NCENLILLLnng] that ths Presidn.v asg n 3talesman
must have sufficiort AMVvacisclon of the riteme ol wind of the
Janan<ea penyla, who hava bsen in ths China Affair farp over four
years; that even a laysen sucn ar himse] s kad obzerved at Hong
Kong, Msnils snd cther islands thas the fitiintion was terse milie
tarliy sn3 mipght explode any minuta; that such g =ituatinn serves
Mo purpose whatsoever for the two countrics (the Pregidert agreed),
Japan, ra 321ld, is desirnus of tha RUnNcess 2f tias nesnsietinng,

but ‘e time~-eleigunt 28 oo be taken inso CUNRZASTET TN T2 Li139

th2 =npromic and milZtary ubility of dopan to dafend hergus i would
deter’nrate with procrasiination; Japan canno: submit to zcrmplete
surrender without doln,, saything to avoid it: apd therefore,
thourh Japan 1s earnsst mo~ut the succecs o the nogotlations, they
must at the same time be concluded spuedily,

The President remirded us chat Secretary of State Bryan once
told Taron Chinda thet "thers {a no last word betwsen Friends", and
seld fthsat, yrapaas AR JPls-agereasing pacts in the Pasc have now
all bzcome "oab of data® | he considers that *+ 15 poasitle to save
the situation by arrlving ¢t some "general understaniing" between
Japan arnd the United wtates.

Kurusu offered his personal opinion in agreement wlth the
President's suggestion. As he looked at it, ke saisd, tha jeal
issues in the apanegse=Anerican negoniations sre Ultimately the
question of how Japan showuld harmonize the Tripeartite Peret witkh the
negotiations, and the question how ths United States could ad just
her various insistences witkh vYespect Lo *tha solution 6f tha China
problem, and the negotintions. As to the Tripartite Pact, he ox-
plained, Japan has treaty obligetion as well as her honor'na 3
world power, and docs not dare commit treaty violatiors, It is not
to be assumed that the United States--who has been a etrong advocat-

of observance of international commnitment s--woulgd request Japan to
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violate one. Inasmuch as the object of the Tripartite Pact lies
partiscularly in preventing extension of war and in malntenance

of psace, il snould be possible to solve this point somehow. As
to the solution of the China problem, Kurusu said, it should be

understood that Japan cannot accept proposals which it is not pos-
eibla 4o puk inta rrestiece. haewevsr stbtractive Shey may sound.

The Presidsnt said that he has heard of the difficulties 1n
withdrawing troops in relation to the China Problem. The United
States, he sald, has no intention either to "intervene" or to
"mediate" the problems between Japan and China, but means only to
be an “"introducer', though the term may not be one of diplomatic
usage.

Kurusu said that, whereas Japan has stated that her actlion
with respect to the obligation to go to war under the ' ‘lpartite
Pact will be determined entirely independently, it appears that
the United States took it to mean that Japan intended to stab the
United States in the back when she had become deeply entangled in
the European war. He stated that such an interpretation was en-
tirely wrong, and that clarification had been made, to the effect
thet Japan would act independently, for the purpose of dispelling
an apparent misapprehension on the part of the United States that
Jspan would, under the 1lnfluence of Germany, move at Germany's
demand, If some such broad understanding as was suggested by the
President were reached at the present moment betwean Japan and
the United States concerning the pacific problems, Kurusu went on,
it would naturally "outshine" the Tripartite Pact, and American
apprehension over the problem of application of the Pact would
consequently be dissipated.

Secretary Hull then intervensd and described in detall the
German policy of aggression. He said that if Germany succeedsad
in the conquest of Britain she would establish various puppet
regimes in South America, and launch an attack against the United
States with the British flecect; that as it would be too late then
for the United Stastes to cope with her, the United States must
defend horselfl nows and that thils is the self-defense of the
United States and Japan must understand it. He thus described his
own theory in detail. The Presidsnt added that the map showing
the Central and South Amoerican policy of Gevmany, to which e re-
ferrod in his recent speech, is a roal thing obtainsd from German
government sources.

Kurusu sald that inasmuch as we are discussing peace in the
Pacifiec, and as tho President refers to a Japancze-American genel
undaroitandiing, Central and South Amerlca wiil be covercd in 1t be-
cauce "ne =idg of the Westsrn Hemisphere feces the Fasiyvic Ocean;
th=t 1: is, therefore, lmpossible that Japan should bucome a partn
of onu wlhio would disturb the peace of the Westorn Hemisphere. Al-
thougly it 1s argued that the conclusion of the present negotiations
will be criticized as allowing Javan to have a peaceful treatvy with
the inited States on the one hignd and to cooperate with Geecmany on
the other, Japan's poeaceful policy will be proved Lo chie Amarican
people if dapen, in azccrdanceo with the commitment wmedL by iar,
withdr~sw her troops from French Indo-China upon estsplirtimont cf the
equitanlie peaco Iin ths foeifie; and that at sny »ate it 1= argently
neceszary to settle the issues now being discuvussei uetween Ambas-
sadoy Lomua and Secretzary Eull,

Secretary Hull said that he would like to continue tho discus=-
sion further, and thet lie would lilke to have cpinicns from now
angles offerod by Ambassador Kurusu, I'or he hes basn talking with
Ambassaecdor Nomura repenatedly and going round ani round “he sume
pcint. The President agreed with this, and *0ld me and Kurusu that
ag hz ¥ill be in Washington until Saturday (the z2nd) ho will be
glad to cae us at any time that wo may desire in accordance with

the progress of the talks with Sogratary Hull.
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