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GENERAL HEADQUARTER§ |
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWE;(%
23R CHECK SHEET  juwiie/ss

(Do not reraoa et 1 ed sheets)

Statement of Yoshisuke YASUWMI, Japanese

i : Subject;
File {Nos ojest Government Narcotic O0fficial.
Note From: P H& W To: International Prosecution &G‘t-Date: 23 September 1946
No. ' Narcotic Phase
5 3 l. “Information obtained from Yoshisuke YASUNMI, Pharmacy Section,

Bureau of Hygiene, Ministry of Health & Social Affairs, concerning the

submission of false reports on heroin production in Japan from 1931 to

1239 to the Permanent Central Opium Board, lLeague of Nations, by the
Japanese covernment has been discussed with L. mnduslqr. Narcotic rhase,

International Prosecution section.

2e Ilixr. sandusky stated the statement would have been introduced in
the presentation of evidence had it been received a month ago, but that
it will prove equally effective for use in rebuttal.

3+ The original witnessed, signed statement is transmitted for photo-
stating and return. A copy of the English trenslation of the statement j§s
also transmitted as requested.
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STATEMENT OF YOSHISUKE YASUNT /. .,Z_.K-

PHARLACY SECTION, BUREAU OF HYGIENE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

1. In April of 1926 I entered the medical affairs section of Health
Bureau in the Home Ministry as a technician. Mr. Junjiro Yamada was the
Chief of the Health Bureau at that time. (Not certain of his address nor
whether he is living or not) Mr. Shigeo Odachi was the Chief of the
Medical Affairs Section. (Fgpmer Minister of Home Affairs , at present
a suspected War Criminal) I came to handle narcotics under Dr. Aiji Ako
at the Medical Affairs Dept. My duty was imporing and exporting and beside
it also handled Home Remedies. There was another technician called
Hideo Katsuya who did illegal narcotic transactions and alsc made the
annual opium report. In other words, we, Dr, Ako , Mr, Katsuya and I,
worked by helping one another.

2. In May 1928 since Mr. Katsuya was transferred to the country,
I succeeded him, and a new technician, lr, Shigeo Morotomi, succeeded me,
(He died on September 1934) The Chief was still Dr. Ako, and no changes
took place till 1934. Furthermore in the spring of 1927 Mr. Yuichi
Kameyama (former Vice Welfare Minister) from Yemaguchi-ken came as the
administrative manager of the Health Bureau. Mr. Matsuo was atithat
time posted at Health Promoting Section of the Health Bureau; and on
taking Mr. Katsuya's place and working on beverages and comestibles i
naturally received orders fom Dr, Matsuo.

3. 1 do not remember this clear enough, but I think it was according
to the execution of the Second Opium Treaty that the narcotic drugs
control rules were to be made in about 1927, and as Mr. Odachi, the section
chief, was out to attend the conference of League of Nations, Kameyama,
Matsuo and Ako worked on the control rules as the main characters, and
1 and Morotomi assisted them. The chief of the Bureau at that time was
Mr, Tomoji Akagi (still living now, but the residence unknown) after Mr.
Yamada., Since that time on, the reports concerning the opium narcotic
drugs were decided to be submitted and we were studying the forms sent
by the League of Nations. '

4. 1 remember that the first report was sent out about 1930, To
make this report, according to the instructions of kr. Ako, I and Horotomi
brought materials together. As it was the first attempt, the work was
more or less an experiment. Of course as it wasareport from the Japanese
Government, what principles should be carried on to submit this report
was discussed by the Chief of the Bureau and the section chief of that
time, Mr. Kameyama, Mr. Matsuo, etc. And I remember I was present at
the discussion. But we left all the responsibility of the actual figures
to Dr. Ako as he was the most experienced and we acted according to
his directions.

5. About 1930 the League of Nations ordered the production of
heroin reduced as it was harmful and notified our country to reduce




dccordingly. Mr. Ako was Saying we ought to be very careful about the
reports hereafter.

Then the time to réport came. The chief of the Bureau was My, Tatsujiro
Oshima (died.in.1933) and the chief of the Medical Section was Mr, Atsuki

should not be reported, (I do not remember the exact figure of the time),
a8 we had shown Cooperation toward the opium narcotic counterqmeasure,

that we ocught to show We were trying to reduce the preduction and ought

to reduce the Production down to 200 kg. in limited years., And we

time. But it is true that such a technical matter as calculating and
dealing with figures was entirely left in the technician's hand as I
said before, and I do not know whether he talked about the figures

I became a regular technician in December 1939, and I was replaced to
work on export and import business of drugs in general for four years




until 1942, when My, Ako became the chief of the pharmaceutical secticn.
During those four years I had no direct contact with the opium and
narcotic business which was carried on by Mr, Ako and Mr. Yoshida.

My contact with it was such that in case inquired by them 1 gave infor-
mation I happened to have. The chief of the Bureau at that time was
Mry Nobuo Hayashi (still living, residence unknown) the chief of the
supply section was Mr, Miyata, Tameeki (former governor of Iwate
prefacture, still living in Morioka).

9. FRurthermore with the request of the Manchurian government in
the early part of 1932 we permitted the three companies of Dai Nippon,
Sankyo and Hoshi to mamifacture Morphine Hydrochloride and Heroin
Hydrochloride for a period of about three years in order to cooperate
with narcotic monopoly of Manchuria. In this occasion the Japanese
Government merely granted permission to manufacture, and as for the raw
material, crude morphine was brought from Formosa by the Manchurian
government and was made into finished product. The Manchurian government
and the various companies made direct contract as to the delivery and
price. These figures are not included in our production list because
it was not to supply our country and also because the raw material was
supplied by the Manchurian Government. When this permission was to be
granted I was told by Mr. Ako to make the official papers granting the
permission. Furthermore after this was settled I recollect that the
Chief of the Section, Mr, Shiramatsu or Mr. “ko, gathered the peoPle
from the three companies and in my presence and Morotomi talked to
them., Needless to say before these things were settled I feel that
they conferred with the Chief of the Bureau, ¢hief of the Section and
Mr. Ako, but I am not sure. As I have previously stated I was at that
time merely an assistant to Mr, Ako and was in the same position as
Mr. Tadashi Saito, who is at present working with me, so I didn't
krnow the detailed situation until I received orders.

10. Furthermore, transaction (import and export) report concerning
Manchuria was not reported to the League because Manchuria was not
recognized by the League. Furthermore after withdrawal from the League
because our country's policy was to cooperate humanly in matters
concerning white slavery, opium and narcotics, we did submit report to
the League, however we had no inquiry from the League on this matter.

In conclusion opium and narcotic were formerly under the jurisdiction

of the medical department, Health Bureau of the Home Ministry. However,

in January of 1938, with the establishment of Welfare Ministry the

Medical Department of Health Bureau was transferred to the Welfare Ministry.
Again in April of 1939, the Material Section was transferred’'to 1it.

In November of 1942 with the establishment of Pharmaceutical Section,
Material Section was inactivated and to this day the Pharmaceutical Section
has been functioning.

: I feel I have stated every thing that I know so far, however in July
._, of 1940 with the destruction of the Welfare Ministry by fire most of the i
? records were burned and also since I have lost my diary in the air raid
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on Yokohama on 29 May 1945 I may not have recollected everything. 1
would appreciate it a lot if you will forgive me on this matter.

Mr., Aiji 8o resigned from the Welfare Ministry in 1944 and became

the principal of Meiji Special Pharmaceutical College and died on
September 6, 1946.

Other people that were connected with Opium and Narcotics.

Mr. Shunichi Ikawa became a member of the Medical Department of
Health Bureau on July 1935 as a technician from the Pharmaceutical Department
of Tokyo Imperial University, and on April of 1946 resigned his position
and is believed to be working at a company in Niigata prefecture.

Mr. Ikawa in 1939 held another position as a member of the planning
board and beside going on official business to Manchuria and lMongolia

to cope with the Bast Asia Opium situation, in 1937 attended the Opium
convention in Geneva.

Furthermore after Mr. Yoshida moved to the south Pacific, technician
Toyoda, Atsum, handled this work between 1942 to April of 1945.

(Toyoda became an engineer and at present is working at the. Home
Remedies Section).

Mr, Takashi Saito is the successor of Mr. Toyoda.

/8/ Yoshisuke Yasumi
Welfare Ministry
Sanitary Bureau
Administrative Section

Translated by - T/4 Satoru Kudaishi \
Miss Toshiko Yonemura L &

Translation Checked by -
2nd Lt, T. Hatakeyama

Cl;ief, Interp- & Transe.
pate; 13 september 1946

witnessed;

Q. L

Narcotic Control Oofficer,
pub. pealth & Welfare Section.

_ é M. pransky, UL

ic Investigator.
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its discharge program for enlisted men yesterday to permit immediate
release from the service of a large proportion. of an estimated 300,000

soldiers. | ;
This action affects GI's who are within six months of becoming
e - L

eligible for discharge and whose fer-

= nrne et | NEW DISCHARGE

ables GIs to ge; their discharge if

SRS DAN ARFRCTS
g par e (85000 OFFICERS

: Budget Measure Speeds
Separating Unessential

Non-Volunteer Officers

WASHINGTON, Sept. 27 (INS)—
The Army relaxed its discharge re=
quirements for officers Wednesday in
order to keep within it's mnewly
curtailed budget by reducing officer .
personnel strength. :
The new officer discharge plan has
been drawn up to speed the release
‘of all non-yvolunteers. \
Eighty-five thousand officers out - !
of 170,000 stil on active duty were
estimated to be affected by the new =
discharge criteria which permits
officers to shorten their previously
scheduled length of service,
 The change permits the release of
4l officers including women Wwho
will be eligible for separation from
the seryice by June 30 under previe
ous regulations. ’
The following exceptions however
were noted; critical specialists,
certain medical department Officers,
recent officer candidate school
graduates “and officers with depen=
dents pverseas or enroute to theatres
abroad. ,

AIRBORNE POSTAL
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