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7. Free the Maps!

• “What could be more public domain 
than basic information about location on 
the planet?” - Stefan Magdalinksi

• FreeGIS software, Free GeoData

• This will become increasingly important 
for open competition in mobile data 
services
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[[WP:LAME]]
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Gdańsk

Danzig
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Neutral point of view 
(NPOV)
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[[WP:COMMONNAME]]
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Geopolitical disputes

• Names


• Borders (… is in …)


• Nationalities



Disputes in OpenStreetMap
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Map what’s on the ground



Map what’s on the sign
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The world notices
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VOA, PD

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:South_China_Sea_claims_map.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:South_China_Sea_claims_map.jpg


© OSM contributors, CC BY-SA 2.0 
Map data © OSM contributors, ODbL

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/search.php?q=Philippines&polygon_geojson=1
https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/search.php?q=Philippines&polygon_geojson=1
https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright


© OSM contributors, CC BY-SA 2.0 
Map data © OSM contributors, ODbL

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/search.php?q=People's%20Republic%20of%20China&polygon_geojson=1
https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/search.php?q=People's%20Republic%20of%20China&polygon_geojson=1
https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright


© OSM contributors, CC BY-SA 2.0 
Map data © OSM contributors, ODbL

https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/search.php?q=Vietnam&polygon_geojson=1
https://nominatim.openstreetmap.org/search.php?q=Vietnam&polygon_geojson=1
https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright


–VnExpress International

Facebook apologizes for map that violates Vietnam’s sovereignty

–Nhân Dân (Communist Party)

PM urges strict monitoring over false Facebook map

https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/facebook-apologizes-for-map-that-violates-vietnam-s-sovereignty-3773640.html
http://en.nhandan.com.vn/world/item/6369302
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Bad-faith edits
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Countervandalism mechanisms

• Content protection


• Edit filters


• Ban on anonymous edits ✓


• User blocks ✓


• CheckUser



Structural challenges

• Privacy concerns about looking up IP addresses


• No central place for coordination


• Data Working Group – data only, not user behavior


• No equivalent to emergency@wikimedia.org


• Little distinction between casual and persistent vandalism

mailto:emergency@wikimedia.org


You can help!



Thank you
• https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Disputes


• https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Ohio_River


• [[User:mxn]]


• OpenStreetMap user “Minh Nguyen”


• @1ec5


• mxn@1ec5.org
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