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** The Chenbes” of Muttre, hawever, unmbering in alf rome
6,600 persons, are a peculine mea el mast cot b pasted over
ao sumtnardy. They sre otill very celebeated a8 serestlers and
in the Mathara Mahntmya, their learping and ofher virtues
wlso are extolled in the mowt extravngant terme-; hut either the
wiiter way projudiced, or runes bus hal  a sadly deleriveating
cffect. They are now avdinarily deseribed hy their own coantry-
men a3 a low und yguoraut orde of tap icions mendicants.  Like
the Pragwalas at Allnhabad, they are the reengnized loaal cicaro-
nes; and they may always be scen with their portly furms loli-
ing about near the meat popnine ghnts and temples, ready to
bear down upon the first pilgim that appronches.”
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Ciooke reads them in a line when he speaks of their
present-day ntottoasalife being well lived thatis <pent

in gorging sweets, It isarelief, though on nature refle-

ction this reliefat once vuaishes, to think that they, ab
least, through the art of wrestling.present 1o the world
specimens of thatstalwart humanity of ancient Bharata,
and thus appear to be trying their level best to arrest
the progress of the physical degeneracy thatisspeedily
over taking the race. with Rhadamanthine impartiality
do we say that had their aim been{to suppose the unthin
kable ) to put a period to such effeminaey it could not
have bezn overpraised On the eantrary, it accentuates
our pain to learn that they do not improve their
health for health’s salke, but exploit it for the suke
of a few round coins.
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Bereft of those precious unities, they have now
degenecrated into a community of beggars,whose high-
est ideal on this side of Eternity is to glut themselves
with sweetmeats. Shorn of decent dress, with eyes out
stretched and reddened by Bhang ( %% ), with ashes
adorning their furehsads, pluming themselves on the
ideaofin indalgence in bumorous butobscene talk,these
pot: bellied heroes are to be witnessed wandermg about
in groups like S0 many beasts in herds, in all the len~
ding cities of Ladia at all times in the year, in the
rainy season in particular.  Our description of the

degradation of the present Chaubes of Muttra is, by
no nmeans, over-drawn.
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