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of modern thought” iy ffemites,—

Art of this type may make great discoveries in the
sphere of sense-experience ; it may be able to enrich and
perfect our sensibilities in undreamt-of fashion ; it may
tevel in the overcoming of difficulties, but it can bring
but little benefit to the human soul, and it will not be
ablel perceptibly to el?vate spiritual life.
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Was it not characteristic of the great works of art
which have made a permanent a‘.ppeal‘ to man that in
them all opposition between form and content was over-
come ; in their 'Pe'rfection of form have they not at the
same time give1 full expression to the content of the
inner life ? Sho\ﬁ'ld not art take up thc problems of
humatiity and attempt to solve them after ’‘its own
fashion ? .
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Literature has an obvious task. It should help to
clarify our ideas, to bring to clear expression all that
is around us and within us, to poir.lt out simple lines of
development amidst the chaos of appearances with which
we are surrounded. It should as far as possible gather
life into a whole and at the same time assist in .the
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work of developing it. For this purpose it has need of
an inner superiority to faise it above the oppositions of
the age, of an energetic syntheqns whleh can reject as

well as absorb, of a courageous and powc]fully progressive
spiritual creation,
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