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11 o B S
WAR AIMS AND  PEACE. RITAIN’S
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4 : Anl?v_m??rtrmt statement was made by the
Prime ?\[m”"\‘i“r' on ‘wfmlf of the British Government
bofqre ﬂ:o Prades Union Delegates at Woestminster
on the bth January last after consultations with
the 102'}4(‘1‘?‘ of all the nnli_ticnl parties in Eneland
m_\d with tha reapresentatives of the British Domi-
nions. e (l\\:elt at great length on the character
that and purpose 4_11 the war aims and conditions of peace.
11 be Tt was & w'mzht.v and important pron*nm(‘.nment
0005l pre'fn_mnc \‘V.lf]\ nrmcmlcq of sound statesmanship and
an nolitical wisdom. He hezan by eaving that in vio-
and lation of the solemn obligation of treaty, Germany
1ath- having wrongly and wantonly invaded Belgium, the
1bad) : British Gnvernment had to join in the stru«gle
i and most raluctantly and quite \mprcpm‘ed for it, o that
daten }.m.lte forre mifzhr .nr)t trinmph over public rig_ht- and
i "T-Fgr”““””"l justire. They were not fighting for
e +he digruption of Goermany OT the destruction of
ed to Austria, ot for depriving Turkey of Constantinople
or of the tarritories in which the Turkish race pre-
b dominates. e X o
What Great Britian and her Allies now insist
th upon is the an]nletg rr._\_g[‘(){‘ﬂfil‘ﬂ].Dﬂ‘i[’lc:l.l and fOl'T‘l'
h. torial, of the indenendence of Belgium and dne re-

paration for the devastation of its towns and pro-
[ S the
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THE USURIOUS LOANS BILL
il,
0

Sir William .Vincent, in introducing the Bill
gtated that the Governmang fully roc(:fnised LIH[:
moneylenders wero not only neccssn.ry, but \'c;v
uHef\}I members of society. 1f that isso, no law
tcnglmg o discourage moneylenders in continuing
their business should be passed. If any relief is
rcq_ui‘re(l in cases where the bargain is hard, that
rolief should be given by an by umcn(lln-‘mc of
the Contract Ack and not by an, Act den[in.p;
gxchwivoly with loans. Cases oceur daily
in which men pressed by necessity are con-
pelled to seoll property at a grossly inadequate price.
.IL would be anomalous if the courfs, wtiila confirm-
ing transactions of this character, were to afford re-
lief, only when, instead of a sale, the transaction
was by way of a mortgage carrying a high rate of
interost. Inour opinion, if any relief is required
it is more urgent in cages of sales of the above (l(!.‘-'—,
cription by which the property passes irrevocably
out of the hands of the owner. ?
One of the main objections to the Bill is that it
is worded too generally and thatit leaves a wide
discretion to courts, which makes it impossibie
f,r the lender to know what interest he will recover
in any pn.rLiculn.r caso. Secondly, it throws &
heavy burden upon him when the court is of apinion
that prima-facie ¢the rate of interest is too high.
He hag then to prove that the rate is not substan-
tially unfair, hu\.'ingljeg:wd to the particnmf cir-

vinces, as alsn the rostoration ol Servia and

g, evacuation of the occupied parts of France, Ltaly
anager. and Roumania, with repavation in every casec.
The reparation that is asked for is not a
— hlnck-mnil aneh as was levied by Germany in 1871.
Tt is in the fitness of thin®s that Germauy shounld
pay for her outrageous and anlawful acts. The
agsential conditions of a vm'm:\.ue-nt peace musb
bs not only . the complate ovacuation of alien
armies, bub also there must be adequate reparation
for injuries done in defiance
i Poland, it was observ

Uﬁnt-ﬂ‘.‘nmimml right.
ed that' an

18. Regarding ¢ |
: independent Poland comprising all genuinely Polish
rail 10 cloments, who desire to form part, was an urgent
ad are nocessity for tho stahility of Western Burope. —A
l'efl'ﬁi“ great wr'ong wAas '\nﬂicrn'l on France by C}ern_mny

rocard for the wishes

“provinces, Alsace
e and incorpora-
the sore which

1\,’16‘3 in 1871, when W ithout having
o 25!}\, == the ponulace," tho two Trench

: = e
! “and Lorraine were torn from Franc

élll_‘V?Y \' ted with Germany. This Was oqyic

mtmes | poisoned the peace of Burope for half a ]c‘ep ‘ur_x‘ ._n«
rnmel’ | there was no likelihood ot healthy conditions mrm“
ible | vestored  until Alsace and J.orrains Wwere

)0SS1 ! : , e S
eni” 1 given back to France: In opher words v il
ong profits of German militarism must be surren uxlb(“.

: “ Government with the consent of ';th ])'Fl}.r{p 91i

Tra.]ll it was declared. must be the basis gf a\l:,“ctc{r._lx‘::‘){l]),lp

l mak® e omont ofter, the ¥ ar an¢ t(f o IC‘ﬂO”iN

enb should be made zmphca,hle to the Germ ; 9 th;

s el the inhabitants ot which should be plaged une l'll n.-.k

’Sseng control of an adminiqlmtmn t\.(‘.\':w‘m'\‘hlc. ln1 1] )“]ry

a,c-GOm' selves. There was e chanee of z:ﬂu“]r:L 1:i:::§‘_‘t‘i(‘)‘-"'~l|f:

i larg'ef restored unless Samline a.nld t{\ll.\'tgl{y\‘n@) g L\l.mm—

’ ‘I ( 0 -hos Auat

tha l%‘.‘fvemn]ent was grante T sty

ar® sungarian pationalities wh ad e el

hoy . ing b it. Then the Tralian populations g4t

waltl ; the Austrian rule must he rc-Lfnlc( i

i Italy, the Rdummfmns, of Tran;:vunsc .‘m'\ b

‘ i bo united to the kingdom of ‘m"mmnllvlt.lliklpr)-
& » tenqdtional claims £ Arabid, Armenia and | o8

-‘ : S nised. Mr. Lloyd George

by i . h by laying stress
o the factt remr.nkab\tq s}peezf trbe;a.ties must be

ARG% ’ \/Mamia were to be recds
on the factthat 8By

cumastances of the caso. In our opinion, an attempt
should be made by tho frawers of the Bill to define
with much more

the words Yoxcossive” and “unfair”
clearness and pm'ticulurily than they have
done. Surely the lender is ontitled to know what
rato of interest would i ordinary circumstances
be deemed just and fair. We think, an indication
may be given in the Bill as to tho rate of interest
which  will be deemed fair in regard  to
gscured and ansecused debts respectively, with a
proviso, that he who disputes the fairness of the
rate of interest 8O indicutcd\will have to prove
cither that it 18 unfaic or that it iy not in accor-
dance with rates usually chargoed in the locality
upon loans of a similar character. There i3 bound
to be difference of opinion, as to what should in
ordinary circumstancos be considered to he a
fair rate. But we think, that it will not be difticult
to determine what the usual rate is in normal
Tho]ilnglish decisions under the Money-
1900, will also be of great assistance in
hat is ordinarily considered 10 be a
itis found that the usual rate of
riesin different parts of the country,
ts may be cmpowcrod to
the usual rate prevailing

cases.
lendors Act,
finding out W
fair rate. f
interast va
the local (Governmat
declare, by notification,
in different localities.
The provision rolating to the reopening of
“yottled ace unts” seems to us to impose an undue
burden upon the lender. Money may havo heen
lent many years ago and gubsequently thera may
soveral times adustments of accounts and

i £ contracts. To emMpoWer the court to g0
ind all these sories of tru.n.h'.ugtimm and enquire
whether the rate of interest u'rlg_mully_ charged was
will 1aunch the eoury 1n investigations which
¢ cases will be ulsclus.ﬂ. Such investigations
can only be successful, if the Court can get all the
41C0 bearing on ghe question whether or bou
ler circumsiances oxisting at

rate © interest und > :
2,‘1\12 timo of the loan was fair After the lapse of a

in mai
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1 .tge number of years such evidence will not be
procurable and the court will have to decide the
issue upon incomplete evidence, without a proper
appreciation of both sides of the question. After all,
in most cases, a man may be reliedupon to look
after his own interest and when he has allowed an
account to remain unchallenged for a num-
bar of years, there should be a presumption that it
was fuir and just. We think a limitation of time oufﬂ}t
t5 be imposcd after which no settled account will
be reopened merely on the ground that the rate of
wnterest charged was excessive. ’
We have no doubt that the framers of the Bill
have a laudable object in view. But the question
is whether the Bill as framed will achieve its ob-
ject. Admittedly, the legislature has not attempted
to de <] with cases of hard and unconscionable bar-
gaius, except when they'take the form of loans.
Tha Act, too, being worded in too general terms,
wi | be open to a variety of interpretations, w_lth
% 1e probable result of increase of litigation which
t1e Jezislature should try to prevent. Tven in
B zland, the Moneylenders Act has been found
t, be difficult to interpret and an eminent English
judge has humorously observed in. Smith v Cayley
that “there had been only one judge who could have
to the satisfaction of any one understood this
statute,—King Solomon.” Such being the position,
the Government should try to make it easier for
the court to understand and interpret the Act and
carry out the object it has in view. The just rights
of the moneylenders should be dafeguardoed, and
in particular, nothing should be done to discourage
t at useful body of men from legitimately carrying
on their profession. The Act should not be allowed
to ve used as a cloak to protect impecunious debtors
whoshow no honest intention to pay their debts, It
would ill-serve the object the.framers of the Bill
have in view, if the only result of it is to encourage
want of thrift and improvidence of which, unfor-
tunately, we have too much in this country. The
usury question must be considered with reference
to the poverty of the people and the want of credit
thav exists among the mass of the people. Tt
seems to us that the best way to deal with thisis
to promote the extension of the Co-operative sys-

tem and to train the people in habits of co-operation,
thrift and prudence. .

EDUCATION IN BIHAR.

(¢}

The Quoinauennial Review on the progress of
edocation in Bihar and Orissa deals with the
period from 1st April 1912 to 31st March, 1917,
Tt has® baen prevared by Mr. G, I, Fawcus, the
oficiating Director of Public Instruction, who was
then Inspactor of Schonls, Chota Nagpur i'ivision
but was placed on spocial duty for the Dkll‘poﬂo.unde;
the suvervision of the Hon'ble Mr, J. G. Jonnings
who wasthen the Director of Public [nstruction. Mr.
Jennings succeeded Mr. N. 1.. Hallward, the first
Direstor of the new provines, on 27th Oetobor, 1913,
and held the appointment for the remainder of tho
quingquennium. The Province of Bihar and Orissa
was constituted on the 1st April 1912, and thisis
the first quinquennial review dealing with its
educational progress.

The number of public institutions rose from
24 246 in 1911-12 to 26,867 in 1916-17, an increase
of 2,21 or 109 per cent. while the number of
pupils rose in the same period from 716,248 to
797,471, an increase of 87,223 or 122 par cont.
The expenditure rose from Rs. 53,77,319 to Rs,
81,52,080, an increase of Rs. 27,74,761 or 53 per
‘cent.

One of the most notable features of the period
was the progress made fowards the inauguration
of a local University. :

There were seven Arts Colieges the
the period under review, and all of them
steady progress, except the Diamond Jy
College at Monghyr. The range of affiliation
extended and the staffi was increased,
necessary. The total nuwmber of students
from 1,430 in 1911-12 to 2,575 in 1916-17 and ¢
expenditure from Rs. 2,44,803 to Rs. 3,99,099, Th:
Patna College which is a Government ii1siituti0n
has undergone considerable expansion. !

Progress has also been marked in the Ravyep,.
shaw College at Cuttack, which until recently wag
the only other Government College in the provingg
and has for many years contained a large
nwinber of students than the Patna Coliege.

The state of the primary schools when thy
province was created was most unsatisfactory, The
returns of the last census disclosed the fact that
in Bihar and Orissa the proportion of persons
between the ages of 15 and 20 who are literate, was
less than one-third of the propoertion between the
agesof 10 and 15, who were at school. Thess
fizures were significant of the low standard of the
education imparted in primary schools and showed
that the majority of the pupils failed to acquirea
knowledge of reading and writing or, at least, that
their knowledge was so imperfect that they lostit
goon after leaving school. !

The number of high schools for girls, viz., thr;f;.
remained unchanged, but the number of pupilsrose
from 286 to 330, and the expenditure from Ra
20,292 to Rs. 49,970, of which Rs. 44,788 was contri-
buted from Provincial revenues,.

The total number of Mahomedan pupils in
institutions of all classes rose from 97,017 in 191l
12, or 12°9 per cent. of the total school-going popu-
lation to 110,152, or 13'1 per cent. The number 0
Mahomedan students in Arts colleges dropped from
505 in 1915-16 to 470 in 1916-17. The latter figure
however, is still more than double the correspon:
ding figure for 1911-12. The number ‘of pupils i

’J“S"i“.o“

Ib‘jhe
Wag

recognized Madrassas remained almost stationaryy |

:_md_ it is feared that the standard of these
institutions is too low. Tho establishment of 8
Government Madrassa at Patna will, it is hoped:

provide them with a much-needed stimulus and s0
do much toimprove their efficiency.

A Sanskrit Association has been constiiuted-
with the Maharaja Bahadur Sir Rameshwara Sing
of Darbhanga as its President, for the purpose ©
fostering Sanskrit education, conducting examin
tions, and awarding prizes, stipends and rewards.

The hostel system is steadily expanding m'"'l,
five" colleges, sixteen Covernment schools 21
thirteen other schools were equipoed with hostels
atan aggregate costof about ten lakhs of rupees
A Students’ Residence Committee was constitute
at Patna in 1914 to assist those students who
not live in hostels or with their parents or recos
nized guardians to obtain healthy and suitablo
accommodation. Though its work is still in tho
experimental stage, the Committee has alreat
effected a considerable improvementin the Cf’.“d};
tions under which these students live. 1t lk
intended to forma similar committes at CutfeC
when financial conditions improve. fo

In accordance with the recommendations ©.
Committeo which was appointed in 1914 to advis
on moral and religions education, short lectures Di,
moral instruction are now given in under_lomla
national schools. The difficulty of finding suitab
teachers has hitherto prevented the introduction
religious teaching, though a school in Chapra lﬁ;
madethe experiment with ‘success. The factlhd
many boys leave their homes at an early agé i
become exposed to the undesirable influences COI}'
mon in large towns render this question 0n€=

peculiar importance.
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NOTES.

~The World's Gol 10 «tput.

An estimate of the world’s output i
1916 published earlier in the currexllt yeoafrg?)%icég
it at rather more than £99,000,000. A revised st'x‘to-
ment is=ued in New York shows that the total (w'm
£940,88,000 which represents a docrease of £1,638 OE)O
as compared with 1915 bug is £2,069,000 more than
the 0_11tput of 1914. The possession by the British
Empire of the most valuable gold-fields in the world
}‘-"L:: bheen ,'].VM valuable during the present war and
it is gratifyng to note that the production of the
Transvaal mines in 1916, which amounted to
£38.428,000, was £1,207,000 more than in the previ-
ous year. The value of the gold output of the
United States in 1916 was £18,463,000, a decline
of £1,744,000 and that of Australia £7,643,000,

a falling-off of £1.396,000, while the Russian
production at  £6,950,000, derived principally
from Siberia, showed a slight decline. In recent

years the expansion in the world's output of gold
has been enormous, the total for 1916 being practic-
ally double that of twenty years ago-

x * %

Experiments in steam ploughing.
We draw the attention of readers interested
_in agriculture to the article on E.cperiments in steam
“Siloughing by Sirdar Jogendra Singh published in the
Agl‘icultum[ Journal of India, Vol XIII, part L.
Tn it we find what a man passessinsx a philnnnhro-
phic zeal counled with a d srged determination can

accomplish. We think if the rich men of our country
snatead of depositing their money in banks or giving
for such

in high interest to the poorer classes 80 in
enterprises, they can do immense good to their
country. Itis intaresting to note how Sirdar Jogen-
dva by the help of {he “tenants who in spite of their
Jarge holdings & nd comparatively light rents were
poor and did not know how 1o help themselves’
and with an estate aituated in the backwaler ©
the district” has been able to obtain a net profit of
Rs. 22,870 a year on an invesfment of Rs. 1,07,800.
Tt is still more interesting to hear him say how
Ythe profit would be doubled if tho whole area
could be brought under cultivation” It 1s indeed
" a pity to see % ihe Brahman, the R:Lj_pnt“ and the
cowherd” well built and strong while ‘‘the poor
village drudge... . a mere skelqtnn_." The tn._\k ‘of
compulsory education and sanitation geems to a6
Sirdar to be a mockery, nerhaps from the considera-
tion ofithe fact that labouring classes haveAnot
_even enough to eat. In conclusion we may say that
rth imitating
* * +*

g?lldltfgl('}:iltffloir{:r?s 111T.e‘§1ded'to evP.lve a harmonious
o B c} eme ot national life; which sha'l ba
o g with thp new world order. The British

abour Party Insist that the basis of the coming
ftom‘l'l rcgo:mtrucl;icn should be an “equal free-
Slcl)li)l}u::'u I;::L'i:?z‘\:]wgﬁ)!m-r-e‘ "elnfo_rc.ed cld;ninior} over
s E e joct colonies, subject olasses

&
O-___._—-
LOSAL & PROVINGIAL.
—0
MR. Gandhi is expected to arrive a$ Chapra

on tho 27th instant.

e D ———

THE first Matriculation camination of the
Patna University will bo held from April 2 to Anril
6, 1918. The L A and I, SC. examinations take
place on April 19-12, 15-18, 20 and” 22, while B. A
D B, S0. examinations are fixed for April 12,
1518, 20, 22-27, 29 and 30 and May 1. The last
Elu.ta by which fees will be received by the Registrar
is January 19 in the case of the Matriculation
January 30 for L. A. and I. Sc., and Fcbruuryi
for the B. A.and B.8c. examinations.

—_— R ——

THE Lieutonant-Governor in Council has learnt

with deep rogrot of the death of Temporary
Lioutenant I J. Woodhouse, I. A. R. 0. who

died of wounds in France on the 18th December
1917. Lieutenant Woodhouse joined the [mperial
Aaricultural Service in 1907 and was postad to
Sabour as Egono nic Botanist. In 1911 he was
appointed Principal of the A sricultural College in
addition to his other da“ies, and coavinued to fill this
position antil permitted o voluntner for Military
Servico soon after the outbreak of war. Ho was &
man of the highest character and ideals and was
respected and ostoemed both by his colleagues and
by the students of tha college. Ho death is a greatb
loss to the cause of Azriculturs in this Province
and to the Local Qovernment,

— e ——

OUR DAY at Patna has been a real SUCCESS.
The report of the Patna Our Day Committee has
more  than justified our best hopes. The
district has contributed Rs. 31,286, not including
the Hon'ble Raja of Amawan’s generous gift of
Rs. 10,000 to Lady Gait's Fund. The district may
well be proud of its noble effort. Tho Committea

“Equal Freedom."”

THE main rovisions, su : ;
Rcutelri. of the dr%ft report, outlining pohc% [
reconstruction after the wal which ‘the_dLa. (i)u{
Party has isaued, and which is 0 be 001}51 erte tl?o
2 Party Conference in ct, make ?u nqivc
Tabour programme to be atonce @ G'mnll‘)l:?l]emighl
and a logical one. The proposo.l:«, u.u'w L
have been anticipated by those who llm.\e' fo ;’con‘c
the trend of the thouzhtof British L"‘.cr)‘[lil \::m‘o.c
years, hoth pefore and after August, 191& ° » of

101 . ont
i i nstruction represen
e et in this category

as summmarised by

standing, and

convictions of old chis 40
may bel) ut the proposals reapecting nu_\u_sumx
. it o, the enforcement of minimum

readjustment,—€€ mt of
: the suhstitution of the 1_n(1w.1dunl1:~t Qr
capitalist principle by the oo—r);)srgtlwc

duction and distribution of n‘rLtu!

nationalisation of mines,

wage,

have to be congmtulated, but especial thanks are
due to our popular Colleclor, Mr. John Reid. L.C.S.,
who worked s0 hard and spared no pains to make
Our Day celebrations a greatb quccess.

e

THE appeal issued by the Honorary Secrotary
Committee to

Bihar Prov incial Congress

of the

the members discloses @ state of affairs

not ab all creditable 10 public men of
Bihar and Orissa heads the list

this province:

of tho defaulters and we ask our political leaders
in the words of the Qeorotary @ - Does it not behovea
48 a8 self-respecting members of the Indian nation
to riso to thoe height of the ngcuﬁion and strain
overy nerve (o raise ‘Lhc‘ requirad :Lmo'lmt: to be
remitted t0 the All-India Congross Committee at an
Learly da a?’ We mnote with the most unpleasant
“ige that the dues against this province up to

1917 amount to Rs 6,713 1. ¢. more than one-forrth
of the total dues [rom all provinees.

_ingirance. On the other han he T
"7 National orientation that has
: e on
are reflectod in the co-ord! aion of €

The dues of
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the Punjab, which ranks next in the lisé or delgul-
ters, come up to qnly Rs. 3,885. Bihar and Orissa
‘was represented by about five hundred delegates
at the last Congress and if each of them come

forward with an amount equal to their_d‘elgag;u‘iu'n
ae, the difficulty of thoe Secretary in satisiying this
debt of honour will be easily solved.

—_—— ———

WE\hearHly endorse the following from tlue
Express on the proposal to introduce the Patn_;}
University Regulations from 1920 :— ; w

“We understand a proposal will be made in the
next Senate meeting of the Patna University to
change the syllabus for the Matriculation examina-
tion from tha year1920. From the hot haste with
which the change is going to be made it appears
that the mnew University is going to cut off
its ralation in every way with the Calcutta Univer-
sity. Be that as it may, would it not be advis;xl')l_e
for the new University to wait for a while and p ‘o‘ﬁt
by the report of the Caleutta University Cemmis-
sion? Much can besaid both for and against the
new syllabus. But leaving the discussion about
the advantage and disadvantage of the new syllabus
in the hands of the Senators we would request them
to pause and consider whether it would not be better
to introduce it from the year 1921 in which the
first School Final examination is going to be

held. TFor if it be introduced at all from §110
year 1920, it will require another six months
at the least to publish the circular. So the

first examinees of 1920 will get a year and a half
to go through the new syllabus. Moreover if the
course ba introduced in the middle of the school
session, the students willbe put to pecuniary loss
owing to the rejection of their newly purchased
books. Tt would be a great hardship, especially
during the war time, if the students are fined in
this way for no fault of theirs.”

e (A

HI15 Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, while
at Darbhanga, In replying to the addresses of the
Darbhanga District Board, Commissioners of the
Darbhanga Municipality, and Members of the
Muham nadan Association and Maithil Mahasabha,
said.—

“I groatly regret the serious damage which has
been caused in recent vears by flood, and hope that
the drainage survey which is now being carried
out by the District Board in association with the
Boards of the adjoining districts will show how
this damage can be mitigated in future. Ifa good
practical scheme can be devised, Government will
contribute to the cost so far asthey can do so with
due regard to the claims of other parts of the pro-
vinee. [ am glad to learn that the District Board
is takingz steps to found Union Committees. These
Committees are capable of serving a most useful
purpose, for the cstablishmentof a really compe-
tent electorate, forthe District Board in the first
instance, and ultimatealy for the Legislative Council.
Since the province of Bihar and Orissa was consti-
tuted Government have on various occasions drawn
the attention of the Distriet Boards to the desira-
bility of establishing more Unions. ;

“The Municipal Commissioners have reforred
in their address to another measure which Govern-
ment have racently taken in order to promote the
cause of Loeal Self-Government, namely the grant
to the Darbhanga Municipality of the privilege of

slesting its own Chairman. T shall wateh the
result of this measure with sympathetic interest.

“The Members of the Muhammadan Associa-

tion are mistaken in thinking that it ha4 been
deoided to establish a Government Arabic College
under the Patna University. There is no such
proposal before Government at present, ‘but variou

=)

- A . . . _ T
Islamic studies will be given an appropriate placy
in the Arabic courses for the Arts degree.”

n

AT a public meeting of the ratepayers
Giridih held on the 7th instant at3 p.m. at th,
Svetambari Dharamsala to protest against the
recent increase in the municipal rates the following
resolutions were unanimously passed, viz:—

Resolution I.—That as there appears no rea)
need or urgency for an increasoe of the municipa|
income abt this moment, it was undesirab]g'
inopportune and unwise’ to increase the rates at g
time when the prices of everything were so high
and everybody is required to contribute all they
can for the prosecution of the war.

Resolution I[.—That supposing there had
existed a real need for an increase of the municipal
revenue now, it hardly seems fair to have fixed, for
the discussion and adoption of so important a
measure, such a date as the 22nd December last
i. e., the very closing day for the X'mas holidays
when some of the Commissioners might really find
themselves unable to attend a municipal meeting.
And seeing thatas a maiter of fact only 7 out of a
possible number of 12 of the Commissioners were
present at the meeting, and of these 7, 4 voted for
and three against the measure, this meeting is of
opinion that the subject should be reopened and

discussed, accepted or rejected at a fuller meetingy

of the Commissioners and that in the meantimei
the resolution as passed on 22nd Dec. should be
kept in abeyance.

Resolution ITT.—That since those of the elected
Commissioners who have supported the measure
oither by direct wvote or indivectly by {Lb.\'ontll_lg
themselves from the meeting in order to avoid dis-
pleasing the powers that be or some other motive
of self-interest, have assuredly betrayed the cause
of the ratepayers: they should in the opinion of this
meeting resign their membership, as clearly they
have not had the moral courage to serve the
ratepayers honestly and faithfully.

Resolution IV.—That a copy of the above
resolution be forwarded to the Commissioner of the
Division, Deputy Commissioner of the District and
also to the Chairman and Commissioners of the
Giridih Municipality.

—

THE PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL.

>

o

Bengalee Settlers’ Association’s Views.

We commend to the thoughtful COIISidCl‘ailO!l-)’

of every one the following opinion on the Prim?W
IBducation Bill submitted to the Government o!
behalf of the Bengalee Seftlers’ Association by
Babu Ram Lal Sinha, the Honorary Secrefary:—

“My Committee observe that the provisions of
the Bihar and Orissa Primary Education Bill h__ﬂ"e
been mainly drawn from the “Elementary Efmca'
tion Bill” which the late Mr. G. K. Gokhale introz
duced in the Council of the GO\'C]‘]]O!‘-GCJ)EI“QI g
India in the year 1511 and which was finally
debated upon in the Imperial Legislative Coun¢’
on 18th and 19th March 1912, and rejected by
votes to 13 votes, The learned framer O t:hii
present Bill has made certain modifications hﬂvln‘tg
regard to the opinions expressed on Mr. Golkhale
Elementary Eduecation Bill.

“The two cardinal principles underlying the
provisions of the present Bill, however, are

(1) That elementary education of chi[dr&lﬂt‘,

between the ages of 6 and 10 should be

compulsory, but not altogether free, mf’

specified areas.

!
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%) ’llylalou??lsrsstl?f P Dl‘imaf_v education
_ ot be deemed to affect the pub-
lic revenues of the Province of Bihar
and Orissa or to impese any charge on
such revenues, ; =

1y .

. My Committee, on referring to the debate
-:;‘:hlch took place on Mr, Gokhale’s Elementary
szucailon Bill in the Couneil of the Governor-
General of India, find that the oppounents of the
Bill urged the following amongstother objections:—

(a) There is plenty of room yet for work on
a voluntary basis, schools are
filled as soon as they are opened
What is needed is more schools
and not compulsion and that in
any case till , persuasion is
. exhausted it is not desirable to
go in for compulsion,
(b) Compulsion would: cause hardship, would

cause discontent and would prove dange-
rous to the State.

Objections to Mr.,

Gokhale’s Bill :—

(1) Compulsion not
necessary,

(c) There is no machinery to enforce com-
pulsion,—school-attendance committees
would be ineffectual.

(d) The Baroda scheme is not an assured
success.

(e). The Bill is premature. There is no de-

mand for it.
law will damage
the cause of Elementary education.
(g) The process of evolution must be slow,
steady and gradual.
(h) Compulsory education should be freo.
The present kind of primary education is worse
4 than useless. Most of the tea-
(2) Present system chers are untrained and the
useless. school buildings are unfit for
holding classes. Until there is a
sufficient supply of trained teachers forthcoming and
until ample and decent accommodation is available
the question of extension by compulsion should wait.
(a) A permissive scheme which allows areas
to come under compulsion one

(3) Would cause by one is bound to result in a

financial ineq- serious financial injustice and
uality & iujus~ ingquality as regards the assis-
tice. tance received from Govern-

ment by different local areas,
Help to municipal areas would starve education
in rural areas. Hncouragement to advanced
areas would leave the backward tracts in
statu quo. 3 3
> (b) It is not wise, it is not just, it is not prac-
tical statesmanship to stop the expan-
sion of the voluntary system in the back-
ward areas in order to make oxp_erirnem
in compulsion in advanced localties.
Mahomelans will be compelled to read in
non-Moslem languages.
The costs would be prohibitive.
unable (o

\;

(4) Moslem

objection. (iovernment was
bear the whole or even two-
(5) Costs  prohib- thirds of the costs estimated

itive, at 8 or 9 crores of Rupees.

HMY Committes anticipating that the same

objestions might be rupr;luted

Object; aoainst the provisions of the
1ons met. ag ,

nresent Bill beg to state that

1'.th cannot per-:uu.‘;lu themselves to br;he\'p that

('Q_rnpu]_,‘.ion in such o noble canse as extension of

] ”mary education in selected areas and uncl(_fr

:ertai“ circumstances is likely to cause hnr}dshl;p

\ daa; discontent among the people or wou d be

¥

to enforce the compulsory provisions of the Bill.

oreover since the debate in 1912 there has been a
wide s.wakqning in the land. New civic ideals
are“now animating the public life of the country,

My Committee think the Mahomedan objection

can be removed by making provision either in the
Bill or in bye-laws to be framed under the Act that
when more than 25 boys are Mahomedans separato
arrangements should bo made for their education
in their own vernacular,

; * Financial inequality and injustice, if any,
would not be much and my Committee do not thini
1t would leave the backward (racts in statu quo if
the scheme urged by my Committee be followed.
_“My Committee find already provision for
training teachers has been made. From year to
year, the Government of India are providing funds
for school buildings and there would be no difficulty
on that score. My Committes. do not think that
the present system of primary education is worse
than useless.

N

YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF

If you know any one who suffors, if you suffer
yourself in the relentless grip of rheumatism, if
your joints are stiff or swollen, your muscles
weakened, or your limbs drawn out of shape, if
you suffer from headache, neuralgia, sciatica or
other bodily ‘tortiures, it is within your power to
cure yourself or your friends.

No need to employ expensive remedies or hire
exorbitant physicians.

LITTLE’S ORIENTAL BALM

makes any man or woman his or hgr own physician,
Iv gives instanl relief to all rheumatic trouble,
neuralgia, headaches, sciatica and other bodily
pains and aches. A bottle should always be kept
at hand.

Sold at Re. 1 per botitle. OF all

Medicine Vendors throughout India.

Chemists and

3y e s
PYALINT PR PR o

Wealkness ..
loss of weight

Weakness and loss of weight are unfor- - .
tunately far too common in tropical cli-

mates to need either description or explan-

atiomn.

SCOTT'S Emulsion is the cne
strength-maker needed. It en-
riches the blood, tanes up the
nervous system, strengthens
the lungs and promotes the
physical fitness . of robust
health.

A course of SCOTT'S Emul-
i airsNature's wear and
t= the devas-
sor [ie . tr

A

: ] 1o Fol
b G

prettTOUs to the State, The school committees
Pdeq for in the Bill will be competent enough
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“Then coming to the objection that compulsion loczil bpdles. Alre
till persuasion is oxhausted My present
Lower

ig not necessary,
Committee regret to say that though more than

‘years have passed since the date of the memorable

despatch of 1854 yet the progress of mass educq-‘
_tion in this Province under the voluntary basis

has been very slow.

of Edu

i was % S
«“1n the year 1912-13 hon the province Was | 4 coinalities t00 WO :
first formed there were 22,069 Lo;vfr Prilﬁnmoyr proportionate Y s doniiof this crore and 38 lakhs
1 1 1 1f A7 T y 5 L g s
]'nStlﬁ“;lf;’(?isguhfrsﬁitéﬁmb?ﬁ3151;101%’5;{1%11@&5 i of rupees unless they neglfect lheuhth anc} Sannﬂ‘“‘OIﬁ 3
AL O Do 0 ; e to fresh axation whic '
e ~ | or have recourse es
s‘mh.oo\ gk:').\‘lxg‘raqg’i ;'f,:: 33*9%'383 ':52?(1 tf}fe“;"‘elfce‘f\?g,‘fe would be unbearable and highly unpopular.
&tﬁz‘g ‘;3{6\;‘; o “vale population of school “1f you want to make Elementary Education
go'mlg age was 276 and of girls 3:4 per cent. free for boys only “Hﬁ;heﬂ over the Province the
“In the year 1915-16 the population of the | costs would be Rs.tr.),‘?.f,ﬁ% oxjr morlet_ than ﬁva
: OIS oo s 2 e BT i : caserite, icosts, s For -1 OUUARES
province decreased from 18,032,708 to 16,839.9291.'1139.1 %‘(1)“6?831}11130391) o girls of the age of 5 to 10
- 3 ~ - imatl ras 1@ ( 1 3 - = i _
number of Lower Primasy }nstm}fu{lo'g:z;;z il?)(\;lr? pslwio, mre. 0OV out, of school wo take off
ST 50 per cent as gir]s—*that being nearly the present
population in the

t0:21.617 and the number

The percentage of male scholars tO male
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menced murmurinp;(_ .
;. Bihar and Orissa for 1912-13,
page 10

land wi
Zamindars

proportion
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ady District Boards, which are at 4
7.9 per cent of .direct costs of

Primary Education of bo:s, have ecom- /"
Vide Reporton the Progress

B
bearing /

eation 1N
cannot levy any tax.on

), Moreover they
thout interfering wi
under the Permanent
11d not be able to bear ‘their

Settlement.

of maleto female

th the rights secured to

5.49,500. ) '
population of SfChPi’l_ goxr_g aes hovgever rose to 281 province Wo have still 15,34,915 boys to educate.
tlendlofigirls o 2 = Dor Gany: Taking the cost of educating a boy mn 2 Tower #*
at the present rate of Rs. 3/12/8 pies b

per ce

“Thus we

5 per ceng in cases 0

of girls. Soon the

575 years for every
girl in the Province to be in school.

“Thus there seems t0 be no chance for Elemen-
tary Bducation on voluntary basis breaking down
the solid mass of illiteracy in the country in the
near future. 1f the post-war reforms are to come,
if this province is to oceupy its proper place in the
future federated British Empire the progress of
primary aducation in the land should be accolera-

the increase is only
cent In case
would take
for every

find in 4 years
f boys and 1 per
voluntary basis it
boy and 382 years

Primary School
the total cost of free
58,18,885.
boys already in school
costs would be Rs. 76,
prohibitive.

The Committee’s
suggestions :—

education is very low—viz, it 1

education would be Rs.
The present cOSUS of educating 5,03,002
is Rs. 18.08,513, so the total
6.27,398. This also would be

"4
“My Committee would, therefore, suggest ns’?‘"
follows:—Viz.

(1) That the compulsory
education of girls be deferred.
Tor the percentage of general

s only 4.4 per cent.

ted. And the only means of accelerating the
progress is by having recourse to compulsion
provided funds be available.

“Mhe whole guestien is really a question of
funds. 1 financial difficulty
had not stood in the way of
tho Government Mr. Gokhale's
« Tlementary Education Bill” would have been
passed into law. So if it be desired that the present
Bill might notbe defeated for the same reason we
must guard against that contigency by reducing the

costs of the scheme.

“1{ elementary education be made both
compulsory and free, for boys
and girls, between the ages of
6 and 10, that is for that class
of children who are now getiing
: their education in Lower Pri-

mary Schools, the cosis would be enormous. It
wauld be about Rs. 1,38,24,127 per annum or about
one-third of the total revenue ofthe Province, for
there are at present 95,28,989 males and 26,44 523
females in all 51,73, 512 children of the school-géing
age who are out of school. Taking off 30 per cent
of them i. e. 13,15,642 to be above the age of 10 and fit
to hein upper primary, secondary, and other special
schools—that being the present proportion—wo
have left 30,69,831 children to be educated in the
Lower Primary Sehools. Taking the average’
costs of educating each pupil in the lower primary
gchools at the present rate of Re. 3(13/7 pies the
total eosts would be Rs. 1,18,15,550. The present
exponditure of educating 549,590 children already
in Lower Primary Schools is Rs 20,38,477. Thus

the total expenditure would be about 1,38,24,127.
¢ Phe Government of this province which is
heing carried on from year to year at a financial
deficit cannot possibly bear such an enormous
o gxpenditure of over a crore and a quarter for Lower

Primary Education only.

% The present Bill relieves Government of all

Costs.

Compuisory edu=
cation cannot
be free.

* o eial responsibility in this. matter, so the whole
and 38 lakhs would fall upon

finan
burden of one Crore
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=:nd endowments as at present paid would be forth-

proportion of contribution 3

Provincial Revenues 35 per cent OF %,agggg
o Dist-ict Boards 60 5 or ‘50'0()().
“Municipalities 5 " or R
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' v 4 . ol ‘-
And there may ba social objections to such com-
~yulsion in case of girls.

ah len_dmg charge upon Provincial revenues, and
that in thoSe provinces where it isin a backward

(2) Compulsory edu‘cmt[ iti i

ation y0f boys between | condition, its encouragemeft should be a pri
> 7 | g primary
the ages of 6 and 10 be enforced only in selected Obllgatior;.' : 4

areas, viz, where at least 33 per cent of the school

going children are'already at school.

(3) That such education be made free only in
exceptional cases. Then the annual direct costs

of such education would be only about 10 lakhs.

46 5

; Fo_r from the Report on the Progress of Edu-
cation in Bihar and Orissa (luriﬁg the year
1914-15 page 10 it appears that only in the “dis-
tricts of Patna, Cuttack, Balasore,  Angul and

Puri the :_?ez'centn;;o of boys in school to boys of the
achool-going age is above 33 per cent and varies

between 40.6 and 57.4 par cent. In these five districts
the number of boys of school-going age is shown
in that report as 3,38,074, of whom 2,16,041 are
already in school. We have thus in these districts
to educate only 1,22,033 boys of school-going age.
Taking off 30 per cent we have left 85,423 boys for
education in lower primary schools. Taking the
direct costs of educating each boy in the Lower
Primary School at Rs. 1/9/3p as contributed at
present by the Provincial Revenues and Local
funds, the total direct increased expenditure would
be Rs 1,83,918. This is on the supposition that all
students will be paying fees and the subscriptions

coming for increased scholars and contributions
from the Imperial fund would be alsp forthcoming
for additional buildings ete.

% If we take that 25 per cent of boys would be
free and no income would be forthcoming from
their fees then an additional expense of Rs. 33,480
would have to be borneby the Government and
local bodies. Thus the total increased expenditure
would be about 1,67,398.

“This incréased expenditure should be borne by
the State alone and it would not be an uafair
arrangement. The direct expenditure at present
contributed by Provineial Revenues, District
Boards and Municipalities is Rs. 7,95,325 out of

which ;

Provincial Revenues Rs. 1,39.484 or 17'6 per cent.
contribute. !

District Boards Ras. 6,20,948 or 77'9 per cent.

Municipal funds Rs. 35,889 or 45 per cent.

“Tlmp total expenditure would be Rs.9,62,723.

on the lines suggested. Taking the totn'l costs

at 10 lakhs of rupees per annum and fixing the
ag follows :—

ill not increase any burden

of the Districc Boards but will rather 11:;}11,:".11‘-}111:
It will slightly increase the [mrdcn of L}h\
Municipalities only. If the Cw\_:un'l.mm\tf” r)(_
pleased to double its present contnbm-m'l‘ ;o?
Provincial Revenues there v{ould be 111)-.2111("\06-;;;
of fresh taxation. , My Cf.)lillll}[L?i! _tlugt\pigév.t i
ernment ouerht to be generous in this respees: :
i "[};ém'éli}vbommgm of India are 1)lcg‘:r.s‘d L({h‘;
Policy of elementary Mass e:_lmm.[.lon‘.;_1 rl-jlﬁl:'“ 2
ays of the memorable Despateh or‘ hfai f(“’)ll ‘n'wé
e present day the Gn\._rermnentr ‘n ‘_1&”;““_ o
Persistent|y 'pr;a,n(‘,hurl the n'r‘cd 'ﬁlnl {:,‘l-a;:(;cpt,cd
Vernacular elementary edu.r.-uun!%} a‘ulxi 1:ave
o5 ‘E‘l} 0:}1‘0 Of[‘?he d\;'“eiluli{T\hs-f)llullt;o:{ of 11th March
n the Educatloni 5

1904 ) [ndia in pard 18 statod :—
! i Boomnnen o @ question the Government

I a goney iow of th l 2 0 :
of Tngig C““n?\lo:lqvoid ¢he conclusion that t}“glnt?aln):
eduoation hag higherto receivccé lllll'-nul;l;ll(])ll;i:lc iR
L B e of the ; 8.

7 G2 andaquale 51mf<?eq a strong claim upon
by e onsider that it DOSSEETe me Government

“ This proportion W

“In the Government Resolution of February
1913 we find it stated that * it is the desire and hope
of the Government of India to see in the not distant
future some 91,000 primary public schools added
to 109,000 which already existed for boys and ¢to
gloublethe 4 millions of pupils who now receive
Instruction in them.'

“ . -

My Committeo having regard to the obser-
vations made above urge the omission of clausas 15
and 20 of the Bill.

[ . .
. .,Tn clause 9 sub-clause (¢) in line two for *two
miles ' substitute ‘ one mile.!

ADVERTISEMENTS. -
HEWETT ENQINEERING SCHOOL, LUCKNOW.

+
WANTED to inform that the Hewett
Engineering School, LUCKNOW, has opened
an overseer class. The revised prospectus
for 1918 can be had from the Manager.
12-1

Notice.

0

Ts hereby given that the surplus land
acquired at Moharampore on Kadam Kuan
Road for the improvement of the town
measuring about 67 acres will be settled
permanently with bonafide purchasers on
term which can be enquired at the Munici-
pal Office.

The plans and speétification also of the
sites proposed to be sold can be seen in tle
Municipal Office during the working hours

on open days.
S. M. ISMATL.
CHAIRMAN,
Improvement Trust Fuand;
o) =0 Patna City Municipality.

ALWAY COMPARY LTD.

(Incorporated in Engeland ).

THE BENGAL AND NORTH WESTERN
R

Tenders for supply of Qils for thy year
ending 31st March, 1919.

With reference to the zlulvorl‘i_ismno_m
dated 22nd Decomber 1917 calling for
rs for the supply of Oils for the year
31st March 1919, it is notifiad that
p to which such tanders will bo
tonded to st February, 1918.

J. WALKER.

tende
ending
the date u
received is ex

 8ympat ! f the Supre
and of ull)e Egc:f)glm?emmwtﬂ and should be made

rakhpur Agent,
%ﬁ;q3lsgDéc. Bengal & North -
9_9 1917. Western Railway.
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. EAST INDIAN RAILWAY, | O
e : g S
. NOTICE. NOTICE it
= | s
With immediate offect, the booking of
the undermentioned commodities })y pas- :
genger train as parcels or luggage 18 prohi- Kambh Mela.
bitted k- o The public are hereby informed that during |
Piece-goods Chillies the period, January 3rd to 26th February 1918 (both
Cn_mny Gh_e@ days inclusive), ‘no tickets will be issued to any
Hldea‘A v Potatoes, person intending or believed to be intending to SE,:
This 1'(35)h1:1(_:‘51011 does not apply when | travel, for the purpose of taking part in the Kumbh tan
such comxln.qdltles Ell‘eh booked on account | Melaat Allahabad, any.of the following stations :— - san
of the Military or other G»ovemment_ De- EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. HIag
partments. an
By order, Allahabad Lohgara. sul
| gatcvrrs, ) G M. PEARCE, Bamhraul, | Shenkargarh. |
Dated 14th Jan. 1918. General Traffic Manager. Manau‘rl. : \ Bargarh. e Go
Sl Manolrarganj. ‘ Dabhaura. ¥ :
Bharwari. | Manikpur. i)o::r
‘ Shujaatpur. | Mirzapur. '
EAST E%‘EBQA%@ EAH_WAV. Sirathu. | Bindhachal. Sod
5 Kunwar. Birohe. dg
NOTICE Ihnes Gupura, G 5
* eni. Jigna. ‘ R
' ' : _l}a_sulnbad. { Mandah Road. ¢ rl;;e:
The Public are advised that it has | Faiz-ullah-pur. Unchdih. |
Tal C ,‘ the
i been found necessary to place a restriction N‘“.Cl}l’“r' Meja Road. cre
1 on the booking by passengor train of pack- J:;P: Ehee”“”' ple
| ages exceeding one maund in weight each 4 : ol ~
i to and from Delhi. This restriction applies OUDH "AND ROHILKAND RAILWAY. ?f,l
i {0 Public traﬁi_c'oxﬂy vfmd not to Govern- | Benares Cantt. - Jalalpur-Dhai ; loo
‘ ment and Military tyaffic and Personal | Lohta. Janghai. : | vl
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