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M H C  RECONNAISSANCE ZURVEY REPORT 

DATE : J u n e  1 9 8 2  COMMUNITY: B l a n d f o r d  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

B l a n d f o r d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  Green 
M o u n t a i n s  w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e  i n  Vermont .  L o c a l  t e r r a i n  i s  domi n a t e d  
b y  a comp lex  o f  u p l a n d s  g e n e r a l l y  r a n g i n g  1000  t o  1 4 0 0  f e e t  i n  
e l e v a t i o n .  The g r e a t e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  o c c u r  i n  w e s t e r n  B l  a n d f o r d  
w h e r e  s e v e r a l  u p l a n d  p e a k s  e x t e n d  w e l l  o v e r  1500 f e e t  i n c l u d i n g  
J a c k s o n  H i l l  ( 1 7 0 7  f e e t ) ,  W a l n u t  H i l l  ( 1 7 0 5  f e e t )  and Dug H i l l  
( 1 6 0 8  f e e t ) .  The town  l a c k s  any  m a j o r  w a t e r w a y s  b u t  i s  
c r i s s c r o s s e d  b y  a  number o f  s t r e a m s ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  d r a i n  t o  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  i n t o  t h e  W e s t f i e l d  on  P e e b l e  Brook  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  and C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r .  C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e s e r v o i r  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  i n u n d a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  g r i s t  
and s a w m i l l  and t a n n i n g  s i t e s .  S e v e r a l  m o d e r a t e  s i z e d  p o n d s  
i n c l u d i n g  B e a v e r ,  Long  and B l a i r  ponds  a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  B l a n d f o r d .  
G e n e r a l l y ,  l o c a l  d r a i n a g e  i s  good e x c l u d i n g  s o u t h w e s t e r n  
B l a n d f o r d ,  t h e  s i t e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r a c t s  o f  m a r s h l a n d .  The town 
c o n t a i n s  e x t e n s i v e  and d i v e r s e  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s .  M o s t  n o t a b l e  a r e  
l e a d  and s i l v e r  o r e  d e p o s i t s  i n i t i a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  J o h n  B a i r d  
n e a r  B l a n d f o r d ' s  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r  i n  1795.  L o c a l  s o i l s  a r e  
p r i m a r i l y  a  g r a v e l l y ,  s t o n y  l o a m  w h i c h ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  a r e a ' s  
r u g g e d  t e r r a i n ,  have  d i s c o u r a g e d  e x t e n s i v e  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1732 a s  p a r t  o f  S u f f i e l d  e a u i v a l e n t  
l a n d s  b e t w e e n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and  C o n n e c t i c u t  w i t h  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  
a t  W e s t f i e l d  New A d d i t i o n  ( R u s s e l l  ) .  P u r c h a s e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  1735 
and d i v i d e d  i n  l o t s  a s  New Glasgow p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1736  t o  
S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  H o p k i n g t o n .  Name changed  f r o m  New 
Glasgow and e s t a b l i s h e d  as  t o w n  o f  B l a n d f o r d  i n  1741 w i t h  n o r t h e r n  
( C h e s t e r ) ,  w e s t e r n  ( O t i s )  a n d  s o u t h e r n  ( G r a n v i l l e )  b o u n d a r i e s  as  
p a r t  o f  o r i g i n a l  S i x  M i l e  t r a c t .  N o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  annexed t o  
N o r w i c h  i n  1853 a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  H u n t i n g t o n  i n  1855.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  h i 1  1  town  on h i s t o r i c  w e s t e r n  c o r r i d o r  be tween  C o n n e c t i c u t  
and H o u s a n t o n i c  V a l l e y .  L o c a t e d  i n  B e r k s h i r e  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  s i t e s  
p o s s i b l e  a t  B l a i r  Pond. E a r l y  r o u t e  o r  t r a v e l  f r o m  S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  
A l b a n y  a l o n g  a x i s  o f  R o u t e  2 3  ( K n o x  T r a i l )  w i t h  C o l o n i a l  t a v e r n  
s i t e  a t  L l o y d  Road. U p l a n d  d i v i s i o n  h i g h w a y s  a l i g n e d  f r o m  
B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  i n c l u d i n g  p e r i o d  b u r y i n g  
g r o u n d .  A f e w  l a t e  C o l o n i a l  c o t t a g e s  r e m a i n  i n  a u t h e n t i c  
l a n d s c a p e s  a l o n g  R o u t e  23 w i t h  n o t a b l e  e x a m p l e  a t  Beech H i l l .  
I m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  h i g h w a y s  f r o m  New Y o r k  d u r i n g  R e v o l u t i o n  as  
Knox T r a i l  ( R o u t e  2 3 )  w i t h  l a t e r  t u r n p i k e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  
W e s t f i e l  d  R i v e r  a c r o s s  B e r k s h i  r e s .  L i m i t e d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  
p o t e n t i a l ,  p r i m a r i l y  u p l a n d  g r a z i n g  w i t h  e a r l y  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
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b u t t e r  and cheese .  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  r e m a i n e d  a s  town f o c u s  
t h r o u g h  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  we1 1  - p r e s e r v e d  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  s t r e e t  
v i l l a g e  i n c l u d i n g  l a n d m a r k  c h u r c h  o f  a u a l  i t y  d e s i g n .  Some l o c a l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a t  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  d u r i n g  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  
w i t h  i n t a c t  Greek R e v i v a l  houses .  P r i m a r y  r o u t e  o f  t r a v e l  
r e l o c a t e d  t o  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  ( R o u t e  2 0 )  d u r i n g  m i d - 1  9 t h  c e n t u r y  
w i t h  g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n .  A t t e m p t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
i n t e r u r b a n  t r o l  l e y  1  i n e  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  B l  a n d f o r d  d u r i n g  F i r s t  W o r l d  
War w i t h  r e m a i n s  o f  r o a d b e d  i n t a c t  a t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  P i k e .  Upper  
L i t t l e  R i v e r  f l o o d e d  f o r  S p r i n g f i e l d  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r  
w i t h  M e o - C l a s s i c a l  g a t e h o u s e  on  S h o r e  Road. 

P r e s e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e s s u r e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  a s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s u b u r b a n  
home s i t e s  on s c e n i c  u p l a n d s  r o a d s  and a s  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t y  a r o u n d  
C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  dam. Town c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  h i s t o r i c  
c h a r a c t e r ,  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  Mass. T u r n p i k e  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  B l  a n d f o r d .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I m p o r t a n t  c o r r i d o r  a c r o s s  B e r k c h f r e  u p l a n d s  b e t w e e n  H o u s a n t o n i c  
and C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  documented as 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  Bay P a t h  a l o n g  c o u r s e  o f  Knox T r a i l  (Wood, 1908,  
p. 1 3 ) .  R o u t e  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w e d  f r o m  R u s s e l l  Pond as  B i r c h  H i l l  
Road a l o n g  a x i s  o f  R o u t e  23  w i t h  p r o b a b l e  1  oop f r o m  B l a i r  H i 1  1. 
O t h e r  h i g h l a n d  t r a i l s  a p p e a r  l i k e l y  as  n o r t h w e s t  r o u t e  a l o n g  
P e e b l e  Brook  t o  N o r t h  B l  a n d f o r d  Rd., w i t h  c o n j e c t u r e d  l o c a t i o n  
a l o n g  L i t t l e  R i v e r  (now C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r )  and p o s s i b l e  
r e m n a n t  a l o n g  O t i s  H o l l a n d  Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  

T h e r e  were  no  r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  The a r e a ' s  
r u g g e d  u p l a n d  t e r r a i n  and g e n e r a l  absence  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  
s u g g e s t s  B l a n d f o r d  was p r i m a r i l y  t h e  s i t e  o f  s m a l l ,  s e a s o n a l  
f i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  camps e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t o w n ' s  
u p l a n d s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  f a l l  and w i n t e r  mon ths .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  
p r o m i s i n g  l o c a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  B l a n d f o r d ' s  
s e v e r a l  n a t u r a l  ponds  and l a r a e r  s t r e a m s  i n c l u d i n g  Long  and  B l a i r  
Ponds and Whee le r  and Bed lam B r o o k s  and t h e  s c a t t e r e d  m a r s h l a n d s .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

B l a n d f o r d ' s  e x t e n s i v e  wooded u p l a n d s  numerous s t r e a m s  and 
m a r s h l a n d s  w o u l d  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  an e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t  f o r  w i l d  game 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h u n t e d  f o r  b y  n a t i v e s  i n c l u d i n g  moose, d e e r ,  b e a r  
and r a c c o o n .  N a t i v e  f i s h i n g  p r o b a b l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  t o w n ' s  l a r g e r  
s t r e a m s  and  Long  and  B l a i r  ponds  and t h e  l o w l a n d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Case B r o o k .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

B l  a n d f o r d  was s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  p e r i p h e r y  o f  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  T h i s  r i d g e  o f  u p l a n d s  and t h e  
m o u n t a i n s  f u r t h e r  w e s t  a c t e d  a s  a  b u f f e r  be tween  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y  
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n a t i v e s  and t h o s e  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  Hudson R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  t h e  n e x t  
h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  n a t i v e  r e g i o n .  The l i k e l i h o o d  o f  e x t a n t  n a t i v e  
p e r i o d  s i t e s  i s  g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Long and B l a i r  Ponds 
and  Case B r o o k .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  r e m a i n e d  a s  p r i m a r y  a c c e s s  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  B e r k s h i r e  
h i g h l a n d s  f r o m  W e s t f i e l d  t o  A l b a n y  a l o n g  a x i s  o f  R o u t e  2 3  (Knox  
T r a i l  1. 

The B l a n d f o r d  a r e a  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  have  a  s m a l l ,  s e a s o n a l  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  no c o l o n i a l  o c c u p a n t s  u n t i l  t h e  
1730s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

P e r i o d  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  have  r e m a i n e d  
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  when c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a r e a ' s  absence  o f  a  c o l o n i a l  
p o p u l a t i o n .  

D. Economic  Base:  

A r e a  n a t i v e s  m o s t  1  i k e l y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  
r o u n d s .  However,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A n g l o - I n d i a n  f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l 1  ey  i n  t h e  1  a t e  1 6 3 0 ' s  p r o b a b l y  e n c o u r a g e d  
l o c a l  n a t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  A n g l o - I n d i a n  t r a d e .  

E ,  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

The l i m i t e d  d a t a  s u g g e s t s  t h e  B l a n d f o r d  a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
e x p e r i e n c e  m i n i m a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  C o l o n i a l  u t i l  i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  Va l  1  ey  p e r i p h e r y  was d i s c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  r u g g e d  
c h a r a c t e r  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e x t e n s i v e  t r a c t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a n d  and f r e s h w a t e r  s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  r o u t e  a c r o s s  B e r k s h i r e  h i g h l a n d s  r e m a i n e d  a s  G r e a t  Road t o  
H o u s a n t o n i c ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i m p r o v e d  as p r e s e n t  R o u t e  23 b y  1735 w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  New G lasgow ( B l a n d f o r d ) .  O r i g i n a l  l o o p  a r o u n d  
L l o y d  B rook  t o  P i x l e y  T a v e r n  i n  p l a c e  b y  1 7 3 2  (Wood, 1908,  
pp .9 -13 ) .  F o r m a t i o n  o f  B l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  ( 1  7 4 0 )  c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  
h i g h w a y s  a l o n g  town d i v i s i o n  1  i n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  N o r t h  S t r e e t - C h e s t e r  
RoaD, G o r e - H u n t i n g t o n ,  H a i g h t - S p e r r y ,  R u s s e l  1  , Sou th ,  Fa1 1  s  and 
Hayden Roads w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  c o n n e c t o r s  o v e r  W a l n u t  H i l l  a s  
n o r t h - s o u t h  B l a i r  and G i b b s  Roads. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  
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I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  t h e r e  were  any  p o s t - 1 6 7 5  n a t i v e  o c c u p a n t s  i n  
B l a n d f o r d .  None w e r e  1  i s t e d  on t h e  t o w n ' s  1765 c e n s u s .  I n  1765,  
B l a n d f o r d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  68 h o u s e s ,  68  f a m i l i e s  and  406 r e s i d e n t s ,  
t w o  o f  whom w e r e  b l a c k .  The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  a l m o s t  d o u b l e d  
t o  772 i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  1776.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  e a r l y  
i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  who i m m i g r a t e d  f rom 
H o p k i n t o n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The o n l y  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  B l  a n d f o r d  a d j a c e n t  t o  Wigwam B r o o k .  I n i t i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  B l a n d f o r d  o c c u r r e d  i n  c. 1735,  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  a  
s i x  s a u a r e  m i l e  t r a c t  e n c o m p a s s i n g  p r e s e n t  B l a n d f o r d  and 
H u n t i n g t o n  had  been g r a n t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who f o r m e r l y  had  owned 
common and u n d i v i d e d  l a n d s  i n  p r e s e n t  S u f f i e l d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  A 
s e r i e s  o f  u n i f o r m ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  house  l o t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on  b o t h  
s i d e s  o f  N o r t h  S t r e e t  and  H a i g h t I S p e r r y  Road. L o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  
a p p e a r e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  i n  t w o  l o c a t i o n s .  By t h e  1740s ,  a  p r i m a r y  
s e t t l e m e n t  node was d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  o f  
B l a n d f o r d .  T h i s  l o c a t i o n  was t h e  s i t e  o f  a  number o f  c o m m u n i t y  
c o m m e r c i a l ,  c i v i c / r e l  i g i o u s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  
B l  a n d f o r d ' s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( c .  1 7 4 0 ) ,  t h e  " v i l l a g e  t a v e r n "  
( c a .  17351,  P e t e r  B l a c k ' s  T a v e r n  ( c a .  17481,  W i l l i a m  C a n n o n ' s  
T a v e r n  ( c a .  17631,  and one o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t  
s c h o o l h o u s e s  ( c a .  1 7 4 0 ) .  By t h e  1 7 6 0 s ,  a  s e c o n d a r y  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  
p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  h a d  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  B l a n d f o r d  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  S a n d e r s o n  B rook  and  C h e s t e r  
Roads, t h e  l a t t e r  a  l o c a l  p r i m a r y  r o a d .  T h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  node was 
t h e  g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  N a t h a n i e l  G i b b ' s  T a v e r n  ( c a .  1 7 6 9 (  and  
Deacon G i b b ' s  r e t a i l  b u s i n e s s  ( c a .  1 7 6 8 ) .  A s m a l l  h a m l e t  h a d  
p r o b a b l y  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  m i d - 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  
S h e p a r d  and  L l o y d  Roads, t h e  s i t e  o f  P i x l e y ' s  T a v e r n ,  f i r s t  
l i c e n s e d  i n  ca .  1732.  T h i s  t a v e r n  h a v e  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  t o  s e r v e  t r a v e l l e r s  on 
t h e  "Road t o  T u n n o c k "  ( G e n e r a l  Knox T r a i l  1. An a d d i t i o n a l  t a v e r n  
was b e i n g  o p e r a t e d  by  Deacon J o h n  Knox a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  B i r c h  H i l l  
i n  ca .  1757.  P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  a r e a s  was 
d i s c o u r a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  o v e r l a n d  r o u t e s  
and e x t r e m e  t e r r a i  n. 

D. Economic  Base:  

The c o l o n i a l  economy f o c u s e d  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  p r i m a r i l y  l i v e s t o c k  
and d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .  C o n s i d e r a b l e  t r a c t s  o f  g r a z i n g  l a n d  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  m o d e r a t e  up1 a n d s  b o r d e r i n g  C h e s t e r I N o r t h  S t r e e t ,  
H a i g h t  Road and s o u t h w e s t e r n  B l a n d f o r d .  C rop  p r o d u c t i o n  was 
l i m i t e d  due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  f e r t i l e  l o w l a n d s .  L u m b e r i n g  was l i k e l y  
u n d e r t a k e n  i n  B l  a n d f o r d ' s  e x t e n s i v e  wood1 ands.  I t  a p p e a r s  t h e  
a r e a ' s  1  i m i  t e d  w a t e r  s o u r c e s  c a p a b l e  o f  p o w e r i n g  m i l l  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n h i b i t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i  ng  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  The 
o n l y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  l o c a l  m i l l s  were  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  The o n l y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  l o c a l  m i l l s  w e r e  t o  a  
p r e - 1 7 4 5  g r i s t m i l l  e r e c t e d  b y  C a p t a i n  K e l s o  and  a  t a n n e r y  b u i l t  b y  
J o h n  Watson,  n e a r  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  p r o b a b l y  o n  T a n n e r y  B rook  i n  
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1760.  A g r i s t  and s a w m i l l  c o m p l e x  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  
F r e e l a n d  B rook  and S t a g e  Road may a l s o  p r e - d a t e  1775 .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

A l t h o u g h  B l a n d f o r d  was s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 s ,  no  houses  o f  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some 
o f  t h e  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  c o t t a g e s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  town  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  b u t  m o s t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d .  L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  e a r l y  B l a n d f o r d  houses  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  town  w e r e  v e r y  m o d e s t  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  c o t t a g e s  and h a l f  c o t t a g e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
p h o t o g r a p h e d  houses ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e v e n  
g a r r i s o n s  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s .  These i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  
f o u r  g a r r i s o n s  i n  1 7 4 4  w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  g a r r i s o n s  b u i l t  i n  
1750.  The f i r s t  c h u r c h  i n  B l a n d f o r d  was begun  i n  1740  b u t  was n o t  
c o m p l e t e d  u n t i l  1805.  F o r  m o s t  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  was 
I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  O r t h o d o x  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  . No 
p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  known. 

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

B l a n d f o r d ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  G e n e r a l  O t i s  Knox S t a g e  Road, a  
r e g i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e ,  p r o v i  ded t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  
d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m a r k e t  o f  W e s t f i e l d ,  West S p r i n g f i e l d  and 
S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  A l b a n y ,  New York t o  t h e  w e s t .  I n  
t i m e ,  t h e  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  number o f  r e p o r t e d  p e r i o d  t a v e r n s  f o r  a  
town  o f  t h i s  s i z e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  due i n  p a r t  t o  B l a n d f o r d ' s  
1  o c a t i o n  on t h i s  p r i m a r y  o v e r l a n d  r o u t e .  C o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n s  o f  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o r i g i n a l  l o t  l i n e s  a r e  s t i l l  e x t a n t  and d e m a r c a t e d  
b y  l o c a l  r o a d s  s u c h  a s  C h e s t e r  R o a d / N o r t h  S t r e e t ,  H a i g h t I S p e r r y  
Roads and S o u t h  O t i s  Road. T h e r e  i s  a  good p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
s u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  G e n e r a l  Knox 
T r a i l ,  B l a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e  and C h e s t e r  R o a d I N o r t h  S t r e e t .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o n t i n u e d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  H o u s a n t o n i c  Road ( R o u t e  23) a s  p r i m a r y  
c o r r i d o r  o v e r  B e r k s h i r e  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  u s e  o f  Knox T r a i l  as  
m i l  i t a r y  h i g h w a y s  d u r i n g  Rev01 u t i o n .  F u r t h e r  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  
e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  w i t h  o p e n i n g  o f  
Hampden and B e r k s h i r e  T u r n p i k e  i n  1829  a s  B l a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e - N o r t h  
B l a n d f o r d  Road, a1 t h o u g h  p r i m a r y  r o u t e  o f  t r a v e l  r e l o c a t e d  a l o n g  
W e s t f i e l  d  R i v e r  ( C h e s t e r )  w i t h  E i g h t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  T u r n p i k e  
( 1 8 0 0 ) .  L o c a l  h i g h w a y s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a p p e a r  as  S o u t h  O t i s  and  
C h e s t e r  Road o v e r  h i g h l a n d  c r e s t  w i t h  R u s s e l l  S t a g e  Road as  
p r i m a r y  c o n n e c t o r  t o  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  ( R u s s e l l )  f r o m  B l a n d f o r d  
C e n t e r .  

B l a n d f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  expanded  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
I n  t h e  1 4  y e a r s  1 7 7 6  t o  1790,  t h e  number o f  r e s i d e n t s  n e a r l y  
d o u b l e d ,  f r o m  772 t o  1,416.  The p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h e d  i t  q r e a t e s t  
e x t e n t  i n  1 8 0 0  w i t h  1 ,778 p e r s o n s  r e p o r t e d .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  b u t  f o r  
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a  b r i e f  r e s p i t e  i n  t h e  1820s ,  t h e  number  d e c l i n e d .  I n  1830,  
B l  a n d f o r d  r e p o r t e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1,590. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

R l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  
e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  B e r k s h i r e  T u r n p i k e  ( R o u t e  2 3 ) .  A g r i c u l t u r e  and  
l u m b e r i n g  r e m a i n e d  a s  p r i m a r y  e c o n o m i c  a c t i  v i  t y  w i t h  sheep  a n d  
d a i r y  f a rms  on u p l a n d  i n t e r v a l e s .  

D. Economic  Base:  

B l a n d f o r d  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  i t s  
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  c o u n t y ' s  m a j o r  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  and A l b a n y .  By t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  N o r t h  
B l a n d f o r d ,  w h e r e  P e e b l e s  B r o o k  d r o p p e d  1 5 0  f e e t  i n  h a l f  a  m i l e ,  
was d e v e l o p i n g  a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a .  The 
e a r l i e s t  t a n n e r y  was e r e c t e d  ca .  1 7 6 0  b y  J o h n  Watson n e a r  
B l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r .  By 1 8 3 7  B l a n d f o r d  h a d  t h r e e  t a n n e r i e s  p r o d u c i n g  
l e a t h e r  whose v a l u e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  w o r t h  o f  a l l  t h e  
l e a t h e r  t a n n e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  Two o f  t h e s e  t a n n e r i e s  w e r e  
p r o b a b l y  a t  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d ,  whe re  t h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y  a  s m a l l  
w o o l e n  f a c t o r y  e r e c t e d  b y  Lyman, N o r t o n  & Co. t o  p r o d u c e  s a t i n e t s .  

B u t  B l a n d f o r d ' s  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  r e m a i n e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  H a r t f o r d  
was t h e  m a r k e t  t o w n ,  a n d  much o f  h e r  commerce, e v e n  b e f o r e  1 8 0 7  
was w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  Amos C o l l i n s ,  a  
C o n n e c t i c u t  m e r c h a n t ,  came t o  01 a n d f o r d .  C o l l  i n s  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  
c o n v i n c i n g  f a r m e r s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  t u r n  f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  w o o l  
t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b u t t e r  and  cheese .  C o l l i n s  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  
cows h i m s e l f  i n  New York  s t a t e  and  r e s o l d  them t o  f a r m e r s  whom h e  
i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  m a k i n g  c h e e s e .  "The v e n t u r e  was s o  
s u c c e s s f u l , "  w r o t e  WPA Gu ide ,  " t h a t  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  B l a n d f o r d  
became one  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  t o w n s  i n  t h e  B e r k s h i r e s n  ( p .  4 8 4 ) .  
How s u c c e s s f u l  B l a n d f o r d  was seems open t o  a u e s t i o n .  I n  1 8 2 0  
B l a n d f o r d  s t i l l  h a d  o n l y  1 3 2  cows ( a b o u t  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  h i l l  
t o w n s ) .  I n  1837 ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  B l a n d f o r d  t h e  o n l y  t o w n  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y  r e p o r t i n g  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  t o w n  h a d  1 5 3 7  cows and  
p r o d u c e d  c h e e s e  v a l u e d  a t  $16,100 a n d  b u t t e r  w o r t h  $3,000. E i g h t  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1845 ,  t h e  t o w n  r e p o r t e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  c h e e s e  v a l u e  
o f  any  t o w n  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  ($7 ,6811,  f o l l o w e d  b y  H o l l a n d  ( $ 6 , 3 6 0 ) ,  
B r i m f i e l d  ( $ 5 , 7 2 9 )  a n d  G r a n v i l l e  ( $ 3 , 4 2 0 ) .  

C o l l i n s  d i d  w e l l  i n  B l a n d f o r d ,  a c c u m u l a t i n g  $25,000 on t h e  b a s i s  
o f  h i s  m a r k e t i n g ,  b u t  h e  o n l y  s t a y e d  n i n e  y e a r s ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
H a r t f o r d  a b o u t  1816  w h e r e  h e  e v e n t u a l l y  became m a j o r .  C o l l i n s  was 
s u c c e e d e d  b y  O r r i n  Sage,  who f o r  more  t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ( t h r o u g h  
ca .  1 8 4 6 ? ) ,  b o u g h t  c h e e s e  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  M o s t  o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  c e n t e r  
c h i m n e y  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  f i v e  bay  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s .  Two s t o r y  
h o u s e s  a r e  much l e s s  common; l i k e  t h e  c o t t a g e s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  h a v e  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n s  w i t h  f i v e  bay  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e s .  L e a s t  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Blandford



common a r e  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  h o u s e s  o f  w h i c h  o n l y  t o w n  
e x a m p l e s  were  n o t e d .  (One a t  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  and t h e  o t h e r  on 
Dug H i l l ) .  I n  a l l ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two  dozen p e r i o d  h o u s e s  a r e  
b e l i e v e d  t o  s u r v i v e .  F e d e r a l  h o u s e s  were  o b s e r v e d  on O l d  C h e s t e r  
Road n e a r  R o u t e  90, o n  G e n e r a l  Knox T r a i l ,  o n  N o r t h  S t r e e t  and on 
B l a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  
i n  t h e i r  d e t a i l i n g :  M o s t  h o u s e s  a r e  so  s i m p l e  t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  
e v e n  i n c l u d e  s u c h  e m b e l l i s h m e n t s  as  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  
f a n l i g h t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  p e r i o d  p l a n - t y p e s  
e n u m e r a t e d  above ,  one o t h e r  p l a n - t y p e  o f  n o t e  was u s e d  i n  
B l a n d f o r d .  T h i s  t y p e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  two  bay  w i d e  m a i n  b l o c k  s e t  
g a b l e  f r o n t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  a  s i d e  e l l  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  c o n t a i n e d .  W h i l e  t h e  t y p e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  t w o  bay  
w i d e  m a i n  b l o c k  s e t  g a b l e  f r o n t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  a  s i d e  e l l  a t  
r i g h t  a n g l e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  c o n t a i n e d .  W h i l e  t h e  t y p e  
became more  common i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  a  few  h o u s e s  o f  
t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  were  n o t e d  o n  G e n e r a l  Knox T r a i l  and  on 
B l  a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A number o f  c h u r c h e s  were  f o u n d e d  d i n  B l a n d f o r d  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Among t h e s e  w e r e  an  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( c .  
1 8 0 0 )  a t  Dug H i l l ,  a  M e t h o d i s t  Church  (C, 1 8 0 0 )  a t  Beech H i 1 1  and 
a  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 2 6 ) .  O f  t h e s e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  o n l y  t h e  
E p i s c o p a l i a n s  b u i l t  a  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  ( 1 8 3 0 ;  d e m o l i s h e d ) .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  a t  
B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1823  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  a  
w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  F e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  b y  p r o m i n e n t  C o n n e c t i c u t  
V a l l e y  a r c h i t e c t ,  I s s a c  Damon. A t w o  and  one h a l f  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  
f i v e  b a y s  w i d e  b y  f i v e  bays  l o n g  w i t h  a  s h a l l o w  p r o j e c t i n g  
e n t r a n c e  p o r c h  w i t h  t h r e e  e n t r a n c e s  and a  p e d i m e n t ,  t h e  c h u r c h  
i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Damon S t e e p 1  e. T h i s  i s  d i v i  ded i n  
t h r e e  s t a g e s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s a u a r e  b a s e  w i t h  r e c e s s e d  b l i n d  
a r c h e s  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  t o w n  b l i n d  o c t a g o n a l  s t a g e s  and  a  dome. A l s o  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  s i x  s c h o o l s  and a  t o w n  house ,  none o f  
w h i c h  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  c o r r i d o r  o f  t r a v e l  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  R i v e r  
( C h e s t e r )  w i t h  W e s t e r n  R a i l  r o a d  ( 1  8 4 2 ) .  L o c a l  h i g h w a y s  r e m a i n e d  
i n t a c t  t o  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  w i t h  p r i m a r y  l i n k  t o  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  on  
f o r m e r  t u r n p i k e  a s  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  Road. No r a i l r o a d  p r o j e c t e d  o r  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a .  

I n  t h e  f o r t y  y e a r s  1830-1870 ,  B l a n d f o r d  l o s t  a  t h i r d  o f  h e r  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  f e l l  s t e a d i l y  f r o m  1 5 9 0  i n  1 8 3 0  t o  1 0 2 6  i n  
1870,  I n  1855,  o n l y  f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  
f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  w i t h  2 9  ( 5 1 % )  o f  whom were  f r o m  I r e l a n d ,  and 1 9  
( 3 3 % )  f r o m  E n g l a n d .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  
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C i v i c  f o c u s  r e m a i n e d  a t  B l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  w i  t h  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  
a t t e m p t e d  on N o r t h  S t r e e t  a r o u n d  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  a t  Dug H i l l  
( 1 8 3 0 ) .  M i l  1  v i l l a g e  d e v e l o p e d  a t  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  a l o n g  W a l k e r  
B r o o k  w i t h  d a i r y  f a r m s  m a i n t a i n e d  on u p l a n d  v a l e s .  

D. Economic  Base:  

B l a n d f o r d  r e t a i n e d  h e r  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  t a n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  1850s.  
I n  1 8 5 5  t h e  t o w n ' s  f o u r  t a n n e r i e s  p r o d u c e d  $49,000 w o r t h  o f  
l e a t h e r ,  o r  27  % o f  t h e  c o u n t y  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t .  The p e r i o d  
a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  peak o f  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t h e r e  i n  1832 o f  a  s m a l l  p a p e r  
m i l  1  ( c o a r s e  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r ) ,  Wai t e ' s  " c a r d - b o a r d "  f a c t o r y  i n  1845 
( b o a r d s  u s e d  f o r  " c a r d i n g "  o r  c l e a n i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  c a t t l e  and  
h o r s e s  t o  s i l k  h a t s ) ,  s e v e r a l  t u r n i n g  m i l l s ,  and a  b e d s t e a d  
f a c t o r y .  R e g u l a r  t r a f f i c  d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  N o r t h  B l  a n d f o r d  and  
C h e s t e r ,  a s  c a r d - b o a r d s ,  l e a t h e r ,  cheese ,  and o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  were  
h a u l e d  t o  t h e  r a i l  1  i n e .  

As n o t e d  above,  B l a n d f o r d  l e d  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  c h e e s e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  
1837 and 1845.  By 1865,  t h e  Diamond Cheese " f a c t o r y ' '  had  been  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d ,  and d i a r y  f a r m s  p r o d u c e d  c h e e s e d  
v a l u e d  a t  $17,161 - - o v e r  3 0  % o f  t h e  c h e e s e  p r o d u c e d  i n  Hampden 
C o u n t y .  T h a t  y e a r ,  t w o  h u n d r e d  f a r m s  e m p l o y e d  256 p e r s o n s .  

E. A r c h i  t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  pace  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
r e m a i n e d  modes t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  Greek R e v i v a l  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  
houses  and c o t t a g e s  and more  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  
f i v e  bay c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  m o d e s t  numbers  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r .  I n  o u t l y i n g  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  town,  d o u b l e  
i n t e r i o r  ch imney ,  f i v e  bay c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  Greek R e v i v a l  
f a r m h o u s e s  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  i n c o r p o r a t e  e n t r a n c e  
s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  f u l l  l e n g t h  s i d e 1  i g h t s  and r e c t a n g u l a r  t r a n s o m s .  
Examples  o f  s u c h  h o u s e s  were  n o t e d  on C h e s t e r  and B l a i r  Roads and 
on  G e n e r a l  Knox T r a i l .  S i d e h a l l  Greek  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  s m a l l  
f i x e d  pane w indows i n  t h e  f r i e z e  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  a t  N o r t h  
B l a n d f o r d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  house ,  t h e  more  m o d e s t  
a1 t e r n a t i v e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  t h e  t w o  b a y  w i d e  h o u s e  w i t h  s i d e  
e l l  e n t r a n c e ;  e x a m p l e s  o f  s u c h  houses  were  o b s e r v e d  o n  C h e s t e r  and  
N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  Roads. Among t h e  f i n e s t  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  
a  f o u r  bay  w i d e  s i d e h a l l  Greek  R e v i v a l I I t a l i a n t e  f a r m h o u s e  on 
S h e p h e r d  Road and f o u r  bay  w i d e  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  Greek 
r e v i v a l  house  w i t h  t e m p l e  f r o n t  on  B l a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e  ( p o s s i b l y  
t h e  New H o t e l  1. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  known t o  h a v e  been 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was a  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  
w h i c h  i s  n o t  known t o  h a v e  s u r v i v e d .  A l t h o u g h  no  schoo1houses  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d  were  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  town,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some 
s c h o o l s  were  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  and  h a v e  p r o b a b l y  s u r v i v e d  i n  
r e s i d e n t i a l  use .  

Commerc ia l  : A t  l e a s t  one c o l l l m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  known t o  h a v e  
been  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h i s  was t h e  New H o t e l  ( 1 8 3 0 ) ,  a  d o u b l e  
i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  F e d e r a l I G r e e k  R e v i v a l  b u i l  d i n g  w i t h  a  t w o - s t o r y  
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v e r a n d a .  T h i s  may b e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  n o t e d  above  ( R e s i d e n t i a l )  and 
o b s e r v e d  a t  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  on B l a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  one and t w o  s t o r y  s t o r e s  w e r e  
p r o b a b l y  a l s o  b u i l t  a t  B l a n d f o r d  a n d  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  c e n t e r s ,  b u t  
none o f  t h e s e  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  r o u t e  o f  t r a v e l  r e m a i n e d  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l  d  R i v e r  ( C h e s t e r )  
w i t h  B o s t o n  & A1 bany R a i l  r o a d ,  B e l a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  
i n t e r u r b a n  t r o l l e y  l i n e  i n  1915  b y  B e r k s h i r e  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  
b e t w e e n  Lee and  H u n t i n g t o n  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  
p r i v a t e  r o a d b e d  s t i l l  i n t a c t  a l o n g  Gore  Road a t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  P i k a  
(Cummings, 1972,  p .119 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

B l a n d f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e ,  f a l l i n g  f r o m  1 0 2 6  i n  
1 8 7 0  t o  623 i n  1915,  H e r  f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e m a i n e d  n e g l i g i b l e  f o r  
m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  ( 2 - 4  % ) ,  t h o u g h  i t s  makeup had  a l t e r e d  s l i g h t l y  
w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  b y  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t :  

B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  a  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  
e c o n o m i c  c e n t e r  a t  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  M i l  1  V i l l a g e .  D a i r y i n g  
c o n t i n u e d  a s  p r i m a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y .  

D. Economic  Base :  

U n t i l  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  b y  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Wate r  Works, 
N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  r e t a i n e d  some i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  as  e a r l y  as t h e  1870s,  
much o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  f o r m e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  had  l e f t .  I n  
1880,  t h e  t o w n ' s  1  a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  t a n n i n g ,  e m p l o y e d  o n l y  t h r e e  
men. A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  b e d  o f  k a o l i n  n e a r  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  B l a n d f o r d  B r i c k  & T i l e  
Company. The c o m p a n y ' s  p i t  was s a i d  t o  h a v e  been m i n e d  b y  
H u n g a r i a n s  (Wyman, 2 5 - 2 6 ) ,  and t h e  c l a y  t a k e n  t o  R u s s e l l  f o r  
p r o c e s s i n g  a t  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  y a r d  t h e r e .  The amount  o f  c l a y ,  
however ,  seems t o  h a v e  been  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  w o r k s ,  and 
b y  1900  t h e  p i t  had  been c l o s e d .  

By t h e  1 8 7 0 s  B l a n d f o r d ,  l i k e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  h i l l  t owns ,  was a l r e a d y  
a  n o t e d  summer r e s o r t  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d  and W e s t f i e l d .  

I n  1909-1910,  t h e  c i t y  o f  S p r i n g f i e l  d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  w a t e r - s u p p l y  
r e s e r v o i r  on  B o r d e n  B r o o k ,  a l o n g  t h e  B l a n d f o r d - G r a n v i l l e  t o w n  
l i n e .  I n  d o i n g  so,  t h e  c i t y  c l a i m e d  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
w a t e r s h e d ,  b u y i n g  many o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a l o n g  t h e  b r o o k ' s  
t r i b u t a r i e s  - a  move w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  r e p e a t e d  t w o  decades l a t e r  
when t h e  c i t y  b u i l t  t h e  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Blandford



R e s i d e n t i a l  : R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  s l o w  
i n  t h e  1 8 0 0 s  and  1890s ,  p i c k i n g  u p  somewhat a f t e r  1900.  M o s t  o f  
t h e  houses  o f  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  
L a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  and  Queen Anne o n e - s t o r y  c o t t a g e s  and 1  81 1 / 2  
s t o r y  p l u s  a t t i c  houses .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  B l a n d f o r d  
C e n t e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  some s m a l l  s i d e  s t r e e t s  began  t o  be  
d e v e l o p e d  a t  B l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r .  A f t e r  1900,  C r a f t s m a n  b u n g a l o w s  
and m o d e s t  t w o  s t o r y  p y r a m i d a l  h i p  r o o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses  
w e r e  b u i l t  a t  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  o n  N o r t h  Road and B l a n d f o r d  
T u r n p i k e  as  w e l l .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  m o s t  
s u r v i v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t b u i l  d i n g s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  town  p r o b a b l y  
d a t e  f r o m  t h e  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  one w e l l  d e t a i l e d  I t a l i a n a t e  
b a r n  w i t h  b e l v e d e r e  on S h e p a r d  Road, d a t e d  1888,  and  s i d e h a l l  
h o u s e  ( c a .  1 8 8 5 )  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  o u t b u i l d i n g s  on C h e s t e r  H i l l  
Road. A common c o n s t r u c t i o n  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  were  t i n  r o o f s  
w i t h  s t a n d i n g  seams: t h e s e  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  as  w e l l  
a s  f o r  r e p l a c e m e n t  r o o f s  on e x i s t i n g  b u i l  d i n g s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S e v e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a t  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  and  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  These 
i n c l u d e  t h e  Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  ( c a .  1 8 9 5 )  a t  N o r t h  
B l a n d f o r d ,  a  1  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  Queen  Anne c h a p e l  w i t h  o f f s e t  t o w e r  
(now i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e ) ,  t h e  one s t o r y  b r i c k  Romanesque R e v i v a l  
P o r t e r  L i b r a r y  ( 1 8 9 2 )  a t  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  and  a  s h i n g l e d  Queen 
Anne c h a p e l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  a l s o  a t  B l a n d f o r d  
C e n t e r .  A l s o  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  B l a n d f o r d  F a i r g r o u n d s  on  N o r t h  
Road w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  The f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  was 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i o n  Ha l  1  (18691,  a  t w o - s t o r y  
v e r n a c u l a r  Greek R e v i v a l  / I t a l  i a n t e  b u i l  d i n g s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  ( p e n s ,  b a r n s )  on  t h e  s i t e  p r o b a b l y  d a t e  
f r o m  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  a n d  l a t e r .  

Commerc ia l  : A t  l e a s t  one  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  
t w o - s t o r y  Queen Anne s t o r e  w i t h  a  t h r e e  bay ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  
s t o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e s  on B l a n d f o r d  T u r n p i k e  a t  
B l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  9 1 5 - 1 9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Abandonment  o f  i n t e r u r b a n  t r o l l  ey  1  i n e  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  B l  a n d f o r d  i n  
1 9 1 8  a f t e r  i n t e r m i t t e n t  o p e r a t i o n  (Cummings, 1972,  p. 1 2 0 ) .  
I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  l o c a l  r o a d s  as  r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o u t e s  w i t h  p r i m a r y  
e a s t - w e s t  h i g h w a y  a s  o r i g i n a l  R o u t e  1 7  (now R o u t e  2 3 )  a l o n g  Knox 
T r a i l  t h r o u g h  B l  a n d f o r d  C e n t e r .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  
R e s e r v o i r  d i s r u p t s  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d s  t o  G r a n v i l l  e  w i t h  r e l o c a t i o n  
o f  c o n n e c t i n g  h i g h w a y  a s  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  Road t o  L i t t l e  R i v e r  dam 
( 1  931 1. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

B l a n d f o r d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  1925,  when i t  
r e a c h e d  i t s  n a d i r  o f  437 p e r s o n s .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  t h i s  
c o u n t  f l u c t u a t e d ,  e n d i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  1 9 4 0  w i t h  479 r e s i d e n t s .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  c o n t i n u e d  a t  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  w i t h  d e c l i n e  o f  N o r t h  
B l a n d f o r d  as  l o c a l  m i l  1  v i l l a g e .  O p e r a t i o n  o f  B e r k s h i r e  
i n t e r u r b a n  t r o l l  ey  1  i n e  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  B l  a n d f o r d  h a s  1  i tt l  e  i m p a c t  
upon s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h i l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r  
f l o o d s  f a r m s t e a d s  l o n g  L i t t l e  R i v e r  V a l 1  ey ( 1 9 3 0 ) .  

D. Economic  Base:  

B l a n d f o r d  has  no  i d e n t i f i e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  E a r l y  
Modern  p e r i o d .  D a i r y  f a r m s  r e m a i n e d  a  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  i ncome f o r  
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  b u t  b y  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  o r c h a r d  p r o d u c t s  h a d  s u p e r c e d e d  
d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  " t o  some e x t e n t "  (WPA G u i d e ,  p. 4 8 4 ) .  

The m a j o r  e v e n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( a n d  
a c c o m p a n y i n g  1  and c o n d e m n a t i o n )  o f  t h e  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r ,  
a  22.5 b i l l i o n  g a l l o n  w a t e r - s u p p l y  r e s e r v o i r  f o r  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  
b u i l t  1928 -1930  b y  d a m n i n g  t h e  L i t t l e  R i v e r .  Though t h e  dam was 
b u i l t  i n  R u s s e l  1 ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  and much o f  t h e  1  and 
t a k i n g s  were  i n  B l a n d f o r d ,  condemn ing  N o r t h  B l a n d f o r d  and o t h e r  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a l o n g  t h e  w a t e r s h e d  t o  n e a r  o b l i v i o n .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : G a b l e  o r  g a m b r e l  r o o f e d  v e r n a c u l a r  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
and  C r a f t s m a n d  c o t t a g e s  and h o u s e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  1920s .  A t  l e a s t  one v e r y  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  
c r a f t s m a n  b u n g a l o w  w i t h  c o b b l e s t o n e  d e t a i l s  ( c .  1 9 2 5 )  was o b s e r v e d  
on  N o r t h  Road j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  town c e n t e r .  O t h e r  p e r i o d  houses  
w e r e  o b s e r v e d  o n  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n ,  B l a i r  and  C h e s t e r  Roads. 

I n s t i  t u t i o n a l  : 

The o n l y  known i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Deane M e m o r i a l  B u i l d i n g  ( c .  1935,  P.J. Mahoney and 
Sons, W e s t f i e l  d, b u i l  d e r s ) ,  a  t w o  s t o r y  b r i c k  G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  
s t r u c t u r e  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  t o w n  h a l l  and  a  c o n s o l  i d a t e d  s c h o o l  
f o r  t h e  town.  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  Dam and  r e s e r v o i r ,  c .  1930.  
S t r u c t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  dam i n c l u d e  a  h i p - r o o f e d  t w o  s t o r y  
s a u a r e  s t u c c o  pumphouse j u s t  o v e r  t h e  town  l i n e  i n  G r a n v i l l e  and 
t w o  s t o r y  h i p  r o o f e d  s t u c c o  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t w o  s t o r y  a r c h e d  
p o r c h e s ,  b o t h  o n  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  Road. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

T h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  o n l y  one  c o m p l e t e d  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m  f o r  B l a n d f o r d  
( F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ) .  F u t u r e  s u r v e y  s h o u l  d  r e c o r d  
s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  t o w n ' s  t w o  v i l l a g e ,  B l a n d f o r d  C e n t e r  and N o r t h  
B l  a n d f o r d .  I s o l a t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l  d i n g s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  
i n v e n t o r i e d  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  on  C h e s t e r  Road a t  H u n t i n g t o n  Road on 
O l d  C h e s t e r  Road n e a r  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  T u r n p i k e ,  a l o n g  G e n e r a l  
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Knox T r a i l  and o n  S h e p a r d  and  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  Roads. R u s s e l l  
S t a g e  and  F a l l s  Road s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  N o t a b l e  g r o u p s  
o f  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  B l a n d f o r d  F a i r g r o u n d s  a n d  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  
R e s e r v o i r - r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s .  

The o n l y  i n d u s t r i a l l e n g i n e e r i n g  s t r u c t u r e  n o t e d  was t h e  r e c t i l s  
r o o f e d  b y - p a s s  g a t e h o u s e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 3 0  t o  a l l o w  w a t e r  t o  
pass  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  C o b b l e  M o u n t a i n  R e s e r v o i r  t o  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  
r e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  L i t t l e  R i v e r  g o r g e  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  p r e s s u r e  t u n n e l  ( W i l d c a t  A q u e d u c t )  a n d  h y d r o - e l  e c t r i c  p l a n t .  
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