areh
In“erro>-+ian 3“501 rorr-rly

)
"1 1 ™~
LOJ.\"G, L.:ﬁ:ﬁ'f“1

LA -,

Internretsapr - Lievtararnt N.'D

I 7as the ecormrar(
ho rere the

-

T .
itraere 'as

thG e~
Mo '28 vorirr

T'a!‘:} S-ﬂ?’“"or Sf:‘!p . ™ . E r . { ':O’ P""{ rﬁr.j‘.] b‘."
te ad 42

rare of "a
N 1 - K - -
hit othar naval rnits vere under

"he "vord Tnit, the Co ruriesticon (rnit
?

o

Contain O 4y *os corrandire o“ficor of thro M rcé

nlace,
' TRUY CO0°Y
N

J
('SNR




FAL20

r“,,,n.

10 was ¢nv o ardine officer of the “Or runicati~ns

LS

I have forecotten it,

‘Ime who 'as vour irrediaste suv~erio~

“leet Corrarder =t TRUK,

hot territory as covered by vorr corranrd”

Jhe iRLHsLL IZTA TS

Joes traot ireclude

Yes,

0 W58 1In charre of t'e execi tior of the
on or a2bovt Jarvary 1€43 on K .JAL'i 7%

. |

srericer flvers

"here was no ~xecuvtion,

? have the st hard eviderce, that is = i1tness, to

the heherdine 0" nine (€) Arcricor “lvers in J-nrarv 1€47
O J . J

L]
.nerrm v s no execrtion,

Prisor~r took oot'i at this tire,

Jo you %noir %-e seriousness and the leral e fect of grswer-
Ine tvurstions under oatk"

S, I vnders’erd,
fherefore udmirsl, I rsk vov :ecain. what unit

of the evreution of the
or abouvt Jam ary 104729

) wns In charee
arericer flyvers on K aJALSIN, on

There '/2s ro exect tion,
are :V'O‘“ o }\: e f &Y. Y Sar ] L)/ S COmr f‘ﬂ(j-;ng Oiﬁi‘i'ﬁe“‘.

and yet yov know nothing ahout the execution of American
flyers at this time?

That i1s right- I don't know anything about 1it,

1d vou hear anything about the execuvtion of srerican flyers
about this time on KWAJALEIN?

\ "
e s/E, L, Fleld SNR

_ Lt.. I
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Q In what form did yov give the order to Admiral SAKAIRARA
ot YAKE to execute th:z ninety-six (96) Americar nrisoners
there 1n 1€4137
I didn't 1ssue arny svch order,

Was Admiral SAKAIBARA under you?

Yes,

D1d Admiral SAKAEARA rencrt the deaths of trese people to
you abort this time?

Yos, I received a report.

hat was that renort”

As 1 remember it, the renort s2id rcupghl;r that VAKE Island
had been subject~d to a bombardment by the americar ['lcet
and that the »nrisoners had ecneaged in riotous activitiles

afa ' NST G

A" forece and that Admiral SAFKAIBARA had dis»osed

-

Did you pass this information on to the Yavy ministry 1in
TOKYO?

fes, I did, in the form in which I received it,
"hen did you send Lieuterant ITO Torasni to "WAKE Islarnd®

-

I don't rererber, I 4o not rerember Lt. ITO ever being
on KVAJALEIN,

Was 1t not just »nrior to the American Task Force assault
on YAKE in October 19437

I didn't send kim from my location.
came from KWAJALEIN - didn't he®

I Pclieve thet he just passed through KVAJALEIN, 1f he
ever there at all,

R T

sarpe von ecave him to Admiral SAKAIBARA
v Averican nrisoners of war?

I didn't tell him anythine abort the nrisoners,

Did vyou get a revort on the execvtior of any dArcrican nri-
son:»s n war 1n YMay, June, or July of 1942%

\o. s/E, L, F1-1d, Lt., USNR
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U

If Licutenant ITO 4id not eco from KWAJALEIN to WAKE,
but merely passed through K74 ALEIN on his way to "ihT,
where did he come from?

I Don‘t rercrber.

But v 21 d> remember that Lieuternant ITO nassed through
KYAJALEIN in early October, 1243, do you ndot?

I think it is prchable that he passed throvgh KVaJALEIN
at about ctchat time, but I 4id not meet him, and don't
rememier dafinitely. -

"My do vcu think it was orobable that he passed through
there then?

3ince the rorte by air travel from Janan
CSA° RUK, LWAJALEIN, and theon
.at he pass~d throvgh h'a

g~ r o : r \ T
\JC’ jf O I 243 ?.{\‘ " , I
it 15 rossible ¢t

How do2 vovu krnow that he 1 d tYrovgh KVAJLLEIN - what

is I said before, recause cf the rou*e for air travel,
How do you ¥now ‘a2t he was ever up there?

I don't have anv definite rccollectior of whether Licvtenant
ITO renortod to W/rE in Cctobhrr 1043,

Bt vor have en idca that he 4147
T have no definite recollroction of 1¢,

You ar- remindsd that vou are vnder oath and 1f youv arc
aught teliing a 1ie while under cvath, it is a crime of
Internatinnal ILaw 2nd vcu can be chare-d with perjury.

Ve f 4 1 3
Do yov vnders*and

Y.

BS e

Tere any LAmrerican prisoners cf war trought from other islands

AT A (A TY P v o

g | AT | , Tt A AT TOT 1T ~
]n ttl' . nn-}..-n.._;,,w_,: TO i '8 iiL.Jl .
..

;.L.‘S.

Vhat was donc with American nrisoners of war that were
brouecht to K7AJ/,AT XINY

They were roturncd to JAPAN,
leld, Lt.., USNR
RE A TRUE CO Y
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Were some of those brought from MALOELAP?

Yes, I rerember, but not clearly,

How many were brought from MALOSLAP, and wh~n?
I can't remomber exactly at this point,

"That vear? ™hat month?

I cen't re~cmber,

As you rccall, during your command, about when did the
first Ameriean nrisorers of war arrive from these islands?

T don't remonher cxoetly - all I know 1s that it scems
to me thnt some nrisoncrs were sent down from MALO™LA?
and sent back to J/ AN,

Yhat vear was this - 1942, 1943, or when?

T conlt roromber.
*dmiral HAR. lecave thc Marshalls?
first rame? I don't know him,
0 prac ~dod Vol on command art the M.l SHALLSY
Roar Admiral YLTSUSHIRO,
Mo svecocded vou in comrmand?
Rear Adrmiral oKIYAVA,

™~ A

What was Captain Y. MiGATA's position? 'ns
Chiof of Staff on KVAJALEIN at some timeX

b £5) M
Wag he in command at M

Y~s, he wns,
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Admiral KOMOD.L 1is the one who told us about Captain
YLAMAGATA peineg your Chief of Staff,.

I believe he was Captain of a ship,
otationed at KWAJALEIN?
It was in KVAJALEIN for a while,
D"I. -\ P - . .
V't he was net under you?
Yes, he was urder my command,

"hat happencd to Cantain YLiMAGATA - what became of him?

J

T don't know what hanncned to him after thoi.

We understand thnt 2%t i1s a peneral pelicy cf the MARSHALLS
and eastern ( Ni2 IELANDS tc execuinc American prisoners,
especiilily where an lavess is irpending. Lid you elve
thls direcvicn, or 4i G I for nlgher avthority?

No, I didn‘t fo:imuiate any svcn pelicy,
Who did formuilate this policy?
Mobody forrulatea t.i

Heve ycv cver herrd of a nolilcey 1essued froin th2 Japanecse
Nevy regarding the scceurity ¢f 2 Japnnese garrison by

A

executine Aneirican prisoners if the necd arises?
1l don't rcrember any svean polilcev,

A W

n the caze of the YA ex~ertions - wor: these executions
avproved by hignor authorisv?

rceeived a renport abouvt the execervtions,

Were thesc executions arprov-d by hizher avthority?
arc nct tr}_lk_i.ri‘? rbout admirnl SARAISARA,

Whten T received the roperty, I thought there was no help
FOF 1%,

Did vor get an ackrowloedgoment of this froin
Noy 1 recoived no werd from the Navy Minisctry,

Vere the actions ever aporoved, to your kncwled~e, by
CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY
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I donit know,

Who do ycu think, in your oninion, ordcred Admiral
LKLIBLRA to execvte these prisorers?

I don‘t berlicve onybody 1ssued the orders

Then Admiral SAKAIBARLA was actine withcut orders - 1s
that what vou irean?

I don't know the cirecurstarces at that time,

I8 3% £tha r*1r+4xa of the Janancze Navy for a local com-
mending ofr'lcer to exccuvte a great nurber cf prisonars cf
we, e waran oWNn 1nliviacvive,

In general, it is

Do vou thirv 1‘i', 28 1 11ttlc cut of order for Admirse
OLKATIBLRA to execote thes~ mon cn nis cwn inatiative?

mder those circvmetances I sunnese he roached o deeision
under Lo

Cererally though, that woirldn?®t be the practice., to execute
tnat v:eat am o ¢cf prisonaers Ly a 1lcecal commardor on

m"is ovn iritint?

i'nless there was some clal circuvmet
necessary.

ancrs to make it

But it 1s » general noliev that the local comander may
execute 1n view of sieclal cirewstarnces, such os an in-
vasion - is thai the L the Japancse Navy?

I btelicve that urdenr 1hv ¢ 3-H“f;vww s In tho case of W/ S
aaniral SO KAIERBARA wan OV P¢Ptl?bf4"0'5 tO reach thﬁ
declsion that he dica.

Thtn hf 1s within the Jan.ncse policev in doine this thine
at LE?

priscrers hecause of their riotovs
~stimeted that th vmericans would "
1sl1ang.

owdmiral SLKATVARA wes, I heliowve, forced to execcute the
C!

mduct ard he had
nke a larding on the

Is it not wl thin the bounds of Jepancse Naval practicc to,
1f the spcecial circvmstances N‘“Iﬁﬁt, exacu e .merlican
priqonrrs of war, as for oxemple, when an invasion 1s im-
pendirg? s/ﬂr L., Field, Lt.. USNR
C"RTIFILD TC PE . TRUE COPY




The nolicy is rot l1lik thnt,

"hnt 1s th policy? “hen 1s & Jananose Comparder
justificd to ex:cute prisoncrs of war within his »ow r?

™

Lxocrtieor 1s not ~mmproved vnder any circvmstences,
Mow wvou jvst cot through tcllineg us that vou thought
odmirnl SH£KOLIEBEGRL was justiflzsd in execvtirng th-sc

NDI1S0N IS,

ince i1t was after th vorty, we roeccived no reply kieher
vn irdicatine whether it was an»roved or disapnroved or
vhether it was thouvght bad or good,

T™T

-

Hove vor henrd | xcertions in the M .RSHALLS or
"RUK, ouvtside of .k 7

1 don't rererbesr of heorineg of ~ny.

We havr witnosses that a Novy U-it on K7uJ.LLEIN behe~d~d
nine (¢) m™ rican flvers e rly in 1€43 or about that time,
If vov p-rsist in telline, what to us is a»nnarently =~ 11

will hnre 'o chares you with perjury., 1t 1s not corron
s ns that nin2 (9) nrison~rs of war covld be cxeccuted on
an isirnd seo sm2?1 28 K7AJLLEIN without the knowledec of
the Cormandine Offie-r., Now cither tell vs the truth, or
cermit the crime of nerjury,

o aAare talkinge ~brout, I dr't thinrk
he eircurmstarces of whot vor know ~pbouvt th

nrisoncrs *- in th- M/ KIN battle,

b:licv
Cortinrve with t! story,

Ihes» vnrisorers wer> sent up to KVAJLLEIN from M.LKIN nnd
orieinally I interded to ship them back to JaPaN, 1
in“ended to put them on 2 ship nrd send them back to J.oPLlN
but the Mavv Minis‘ry irformed me thot they covld not divert
n ship to K"AJiLWIN, The ship was a destroy r., I was in-
endine to shin them back to J/AP.N »nd ~ whilc passed and

tien a staff offlicer from tie noral Sta:'f in TORYO cam
dcwn to K7iJALEIN and said I was not to shin the prilsoncrs
back to Japan, but to disposec of them on the spot.

s/&, L, Fi=1d, Lt,, USNR
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S accordarce with Navy poliey, I

"iis ba*ng tnc cose, 1n
disnoscd of the prisoners therc,
In ~ceordenee with the Navy policy brought down hy tr

N g+tntf officer - is th~t what you meoan hy polliey?

L.

s gtaff romber did no! bring back orders and he did not
ordcr me to carry ovt the execition on thc s»mot, but ho
expressced the oninion which I took to h the N=vy policy
that that wovld he the thine to do ~nd I ~groed,

™

staff officer?

.
|

-
L »J

OK..DA Sadatomo, Fror mv prreosert viow
1 ther the porzonal opinion

oxpressed by Licutenar COFW”?dDP OK'D/, wrs the pnolicy of
the Nevy., but at lﬁ +ime I telicved thot 1t wns the pnollcy
of t Tavy nand tWT* is whvy I did 1t.

LV )

nant “drraﬁd*r
nowrf, I ecnnrot defirnitely say wh

Give us the perernl detalls of *the execvtlor - where trey

. r ] -‘—T -: # Tl o g B . ™
vyerce killed 0 o ranv,

w8 for tho ~ctual killing, issvrd orders for that to the

Guvard "™it Corrarder,

AD ' roxX1imn

3¢reon (7)) or cieht (1)

Do vor rocoenize any of th
U_{“ Y -: ,lF]I' ((:) -W TIT‘T L‘\‘:-_‘rxli:; ot g

I don't

ransution vhen 1 1SS

shootine, t hcading, or whatx

sy X IJ: Fjlij -..,.t;., f‘;; " :
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hat is vorr opinion of how thev werce kllled?

I beliove t:av werp- 'cherdod,

Mat wos that date?

. bout Octobecr of 1942,

How ~bort the excertion in Jamary of 10437

There was na execttion then,

Wepe there anv other exccrtions on KWaJALEIN during the
time vou were there?

T

No.

Wlho was Cantain ODARA's exccutive cfflecer?

I don't remomber,

Yhat was hils rank?

around a Licutenant Cormrmander, but I ~m not surec

Can vou give us e rares of any ofhur officers
Guard Unit?

vho wos vor r scnior staff of ficer at this timec -
wrs his namo?

Did vor pass this order to H.ASHL with instructions to parcs
i+ on to the comrandine of ficer of the Navy Guard Unlt?

I don't roememboer,

Wauld it ordinarily b~ tho prnctice to Mass it throu~n your
Chief oi Staif sith instructions to pass it or, or to rlve

it dircctly?

I iakhti

As n rule, ordcrs world be passcd by wal of the serior stafi

officer. s/8,L, Ficld, Lt., USNR
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G Did wou henr of any eXeCutilo any sther MARSHALL Islnndc
while yovu

iside from WIKE, 1 have no recollectlion of any others,

In vicw of . hnt wvov sald about the representative from the
General Sta’f, do you rot thirk it possible that Admiral

S/ KAIRLRA hed word from higher avthorlty to execute the
imericans on MAKKE?

3inens I cortrinly did net know of the ‘neident before it took
place, 1 am sure “rat Admirnl SAKAIRARA did not recelve

a thority from higher offlclals,

Did vor report to TOXKYD that you had carri~-d ovt the execu=-
tion of hesc eclehit () Lr~oricans frcm MAKIN®

My staff offilcer made an oral rcport to the staff officer
of the 4th Flzct at TRUEK,

Nns - forwarded to TOVYO?Y
I don't know,

Refore yov cxecuted these fmerlienns, after you hcd becn told

by the Gencral Staf'f Off.cer that the pa2licy wes to exccute
the m on the island nnd not bring them back to JaPAN, dld you
heek with vonr supcrior to justify this policy?

No, 1 didn't.
You just took the word of .hies Li~vtenant Cormarder - right?

Thers was nlso a staff officer from the 4th Flect present,
and he snid the sare thing,

And who was he?

I am not surc, brt I believe 1T was 2 Lieutenant Commandcr
b v the narme of 11DA,
_"--‘#-—_-_—_—"—'——_--_——-l—
arhl Koso

s/E.L, Finld, Tt., USNR
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I, ARE, Knso, being duvly sworn on onth, state thnt I
have had rcad teo re and vndersteoed thz trnalsation of the
foreening t ranscription of my int-r-ogatinn and all answers

(!
-

-

cont~ined therein, consisting of fourteen (14) pnges, are
truc to the best »f rmy knnwledee and bellct,

" ABE Knso

me this Sth day of March 1946,

VILLIAM P, MAHONLY, Licut,
154233, U,5,.N.R,
Tayr Crirmee Of1icer

CO'MANDER NAVAL ACTIVI'

TOKYO g JAPEN

| : 4 beineg cduly sworn
»n n~th, state that 1 trnl) 31~rted the guestlions and

T y T . - T - -~ 'y /
mswers elven from Dng h to Jananese and from Jananese tTO

English respectively, nnd that after bolng *rﬂnﬂcPiYﬂ?, 1
truly translated the foregning intcrrogation, containing
fourteesn (14) nages to the witness: that the witness thereunon
in rv nroserce affixed his sisnature (name or mark) thereto,

e e —

=~V B ™ AT AT O ey Y
D}A.JIF) L. JWIDUJIWV L (2L |1

1d sworn to before me this

WILLIAM P, MAHONEY,
154233, U,S, N,R,
Wap Crires Officer

CTIVITI%S JAPAN)
) 8s
)

LIAM P, MAHONEY, LILBUTEVANT, 154243,
°’nd day of farch 1946 norsonnlly o ,
“‘nd neenrding to Dovid L. Osborn gnve the
to the questli-ns sc nrth thereing that
en tronserited, the s~id ABH Koso had
ardd dntc At n sare ~nd affixed hils
r mark) there ' '

MR *T 119 T MITI TNV
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