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Def. Doc. # 1896

Reply regarding the sinkings of

merchant ships in Indian Ocean.

With regard to the cases on the above subject requested

by your Memorandum dated 19 November 1945, protests were filed

during the war by the respective governments except for the
Norwegian S.S. Scotia; and whereas at each time of the protest

we investigated the matters through various reports and telegrams

as well as the returned persons from the operated areas,

in none of these cases positive results was obtained, and

accordingly the governments interested were notified to that
effect.
Recause of the loss of almost all Japanese submarines

then operating in the Indian Oceans, remaining very few sur-
vivors, and because of the destruction by fire of all relevant
records, reports and telcgrams, the renewal of the survey
has now become very difficult, and accurate results cannot
be expected at present. But we have conducted our investi-
gation as far as possible based upon the inquiry of the majority
of the surviving crews and of those persons who occupied key
posts in submarine warfare; and the result of the investigation
so far obtained is as follows:

1. Names of submarines in question together with the outline

of the movements thereof.




The submarines of the Imperial Japanese Navy that operated
in the Indiarn Ocean during the period relative to the sinkings
oI merchant ships described on the protests filed against the
Imperiel Japanese Government, .., from the end of 1943
through August 1944, were;

-8, 1I1-26, 1I-27, I-37, 1I-162, 1I-165, 1I-166,

sescsesssessses TOtal 9 submarines.

While their duties lay in destruction of communications,

reconnaissance of strategic places, as well as supplying to
German submarines, ete., priority was given to the reconnoitre-
ing the key points in such areas as Maldive Ids., Chagos Ids.,
Diego Suarez, Mombasa, Aden Bay, and the north-western part

of Australia. The carrying out of these reconnalssance duties
caused these submerines to operate dispersing all over the
lergth and width of the Indian Ocean. Except the I-162, the
remaining eight submarines have all reported as missing in

the Indian Ocean or during subsequent operattons, in other
theatres, and as for this survived I-162, its commanding
officer during the operations in question was killed in action
in July 1944 in southern Pacific. Under these circumstances,
though the accuracy cannot be guaranteed, the movements of
each of these submarires have been described, based upon the
memories of the surviving crews, on the annexed Table No. 1

znd on the attached chart. It should be added in this connection
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during that period considerable number of German submarines
were engaging in commerce destruction in all sovheres of the
Indian Ocean parallelled to our submarine activities there,
And since the summer of 1942 the dividing line between the
German operational area and ours as well s the limitation of
periods of operations was rescinded owing to the earnest desire
of the German Navy.

2. Judgement concerning the submarines responsible for the
sinkings of the steamers.

Since there is no one who c¢an recall to his mind the

names in question among those of sunken vessels, the only way
for us to do is to make a comparison between the movemerts

of each of our submarines as ekplained in the preceding paragraph

on one side and the date and place of the sirking of each

victim steamer stated in the protests from the respective
Governments on the other; and this overall comparison is shown
on the Asnex Tedle No, 2. Put ap 15 clarified in this Rtadle
we can identify no submarines which mMay be suspected of the
inquired sinkings with the reservation regarding Nos. I-27,
I-166, and Ro-110., These last named three submarines, with
all of their crews, have failed to return to their base from
their operations in the Indian Ocean, and therefore if ever
they might be responsible for any of the sinkings, there is

no means for us to continue the investigation any further.
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As.for the Scotia, it is desired,

the 1nf0rmation concerning
the date and place of the sinking of this N

orwegian vessel
will be revealed to us as soon as possible, bd

cause without
these data we cahnot get any clue to the probing of this case,
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Annex No. 1 Chart of Submarines lkanoeuvres

Name Operational Duration Pield of War Results
of (Leaving and . Place and count Remarks

Ship Returning Base) Operation Date of Sinking of Sinking

From Mar.20,1944 Central & South Proceeding to

To__ Ma - Indian Ocean (12°-0's) (Penang) first
I-3  prom Julyl0,1944 1" arch 30, 1944 1 Sunk (810-0'E; decade of March

To  Aug.20, " 1944 from Japan

proper
e e e 2°0°-0'N Advancing to

From Dec.10,1943 Northwest Dec. 29, 1943 PSS maend . (Penang) first
To _ Feb.20,1944 _ Tndian Ocean _ pec. 31, 1943 520_8'3 Total decadegof Decs

I-26  pFrom Mar.20,1944 Central Jan. 2, 1944 (59°-O'E) 3 Sunk 1943 from Japanese
To Apr.25, " Indian Ocean (21°-O'N) homeland. :

Returning home
first part of May

--—-——————————-——-——————-———————-—-____________________________________L214 for repairs,
From 3rd decade Reported missing

of Oct.1943 Central & West : while in action
OV . . 19% 4.4
From Nov. to Dec.191%13 late May 1944, &

To 3rd decade Indian Ocean
o (War results undis- 5 Sunk in Aden
of Dec.1945 closed since Feb. Bay and Arabilan cqnfirmed - supk.

From 1lst decade " 1944 ) Sea
of Feb,.l1944

" " . Going to base
From Sept.27,1943  Southwest 16°-018 for repairs and

To Dec. 5, "  Indian Ocean  pct, 23, 1943 (3%0-9,5) 1 sunk  returning back
From Mar.l10,1944 ' home Aug. 1944,
Apr.27, . _

60°-0'E

" Central Indian Returning back

" O
To__Nov.,10, ® ____Ocean o About Oct. 16, 1943 ( 9 _=0'Ny home for repairs

?rom §82'38’1244 ) 742-0:E gotiik first decade of
o 1 Ea o o 1 -0'Ny 2 S April, 1944.
From Feb.20,1944 - About March 5, 1944 (70”0, p) pril, 19

To Mar.25, "

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Comparison belween the Dates and Locations of the Sinkings of
the Otzamers and the Movements of the Japanese Submerines.
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Sunken

Shi ps Richard Harvey Jean Nicolet

Iht 191]14.03029 19%0702
©  lat. 16°-40'N lat, 3°-0'S
Race loang, 64°-30'F long, 74°-30'E
- Mameuvering halfway
between Australia
I-8 and Ceylon but ex- (Fenang )

tremely isolated frem
sunken spot of

Richard farvey,
Maneuvering around Japan Proper
~ area of Maldive Is.,, (Returning to home-

I-26 but greatly separated land first part of
" from sunken spot of May 1944)

_Hchard Harvey '
Meneuvering in (Said sub confirmed
1-27 Central & Viest _ to have sunk May
Indian Ocean 1944 )

(Details unlcngwn} |

Maneuvering west of (Fenang )

Chagos, but greatly Under repairs owing S L
1-37 isolated from the to the damage caused Even estimation im-

sunken spot of by mines April 27,1944 possible because of

e B IIIR S e ——————————————— IDeertainly of able . afS
Japan Proper place of sinking

Returning to homeland
I-162 (Iénang) first part of April
1944
Returning from North-
west Australia to
I-165 (Singapore ) Sourabaya but ex-
tremely isolated from
sunken spot of Jean

Nicolet,
Maneuvering Central

1166 Indian Ocean Similar to left

(Details unknown )

Ro«110
Japan Proper
Ro=111 (Fenang) (Returning to home-
land end of Mar,l944
Though I-27 .and I-166 Though I-166 supposed
supposed to be ma- to be, maneuvering
neuvering at the time at the time of Jean
of Richard Harvey Nicolet's sinking,
sinking, further in- further investigation
vestigations ime impossible due to
possible due to the the death of the
death of all crew. whole crew. NoO
other subs involved
Remarkss: 1. Date and place of the sinking of vessels are based on the
Protests raised by the Governments concerned during War,

2. Memories of crew survivors are used as basis in campiling
the column for finding.
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CERTIFICATE OF SOURCE AND AUTHENTICITY

vho occupy the post of Lialson Officer

— — ——

of the Second D2il i1] i on ' Bur f the Demobilization

Ministry, hereby certify that the document hereto =ttached,
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.J. suhmarines which _sank merchant ships 1D Indian

- — -——n---—-—- m— PR b

-nd avthorized copy from an of ficial document

in the custody of Japansge€ Government (Liaisgg_Section, 2nd

Certified at ToOKVO,

on this 26 day of May, 1947
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- m———

I hereby certify that the above signature and seal were

affixed hereto in the pr=sSence of the "1tlness.
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At the samewplaqe,

on this same date
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