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THE INTERHATIONAL !TLITARY TRIBUNER OF THE FAR EAST
UNITED STATES OF AIERICA, ET AL
VS e
ARAKI, SADAO, ET AL | \

AFFIDAVIT OF

ARITA, HACHIRO

I have held the portfolio of Fofelgn linister in four cablnets: Hirote,
April 1936 to February 1937; lst'Konoye, October 1938 to January 1539; Hiranuma,
January 1939 to August 1939; and, Yonai, Januery 1940 to July 1940,

The Yonai Cabinet was opposed to the Tri-Partite Pact bécause we were
opposed to any‘entanglements with Germany. Such being the case, the Tri-Partite
Pact was mever, during the life of the Yonai Cabinet, put on the agenda for
discussion by the linisters of the Cabinet.

General Hata was the War 'l"inister in the Yonai Cabinet and throughout
his tenure in office he vms in full ecaord with the policy of the Cabinet and
cooperated fully with it. In fact, I know General Hata opposed the Tri-Partite
Pact from the days when it first was being discussed in Japan. Tihen I was
Foreign linister in the Hiranume Cabinet, I had ocecasion to have en audience
with the Emperor. T7ihile vaiting to be received, I met General Iata, who was
then Aide-de-Canp to His bajesty. 7le conversed informally and the subject of
the Tri-Partite Pact came up. General Iate stated it ezpeared the Eaperor
objected to the proposed pact and that he himself wms sitronzgly ophosed to it,
He made it clear to me that besides his nersonal opposition to zny alliance with
the Cermans, he also opposed the Pact on the grounds that he could see no
benefit to Japan in sipgning s pact which would work apainst the interests of
our country and which would antagonize the fLinglo-Sexon countriese.

Tien Hata resipgned as War Finister, in the Yonai Cabinet, I belioved
there must heve bsen some superior powgr that forced him to resipgn his portfol” .
The cooperdtive attitude talken by Hate in the Yonal Cabinet leads me to believ ,
even today, that his resignation vas against hig vill, :

QATH

-

In sccordance with my consciencg, I swear to tell the whole truth
withholding nothing and adding nothing.

-

ARITA, Hachiro (Seal)
On this 11th day of Aupust, 1947, gt Tokyo
Deponent: [RIT., Hachiro (Seal)
I, HORIUCHI, Hyogo, hereby certify that the above statoment wes sworn
to by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in the presence
of this Viitness. ‘

On .the same date, -
at Tolgyo

Titness: HORJUCHI, Hyogo (Seal)




