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Litchfield, Connecticut, Dec.8, 1946.

I, Eugene H, Dooman, one time Secretary and later
Counselor of the #merican Embassy at Tokyo, Janan, certify
thet Mamoru Shigemitsu has been well known to me since
1922, Shortly after the Washington conference on the
Limitation of Naval Armament of 1921-1922, Mr. Shigemitsu
became Chief of the First Section of the “sia Bureau of
the Yorelgn Office, and I had frequent occasion to discuss
with him the various agreements and resolutions relsting
to China of the Lonference which were to be carried out,
as well as then-current problems in respect of China.

I found Mr. Shigemitsu to be a loyal and enthusiastic
supporter of tne enlightened and cooperative diplomacy

of Baron Shidehara, and receprtive and well-disposed
toward American proposals concerning China dnd American
representations with regard to ilssues and differencss
between the american and Javanese Governments. I found
him, as to his personal character, completely frank,
honest and straightforward. He frequently declared
himself to be of tlie bellef that the welfare of Jsran
was inseparable from the closest friendsihniv with the
United States and Britein, especially in dealing with the
problem of helping to create a unified and stebilized
China. Hesving regard, first, to his personal cheracter,
and, next, to his sctions, I looked without question on
Mr. Shigemitsu as a patriotic Javeanese and as among the
most progressive and enlightened diplomatists of nis
country. That belief was only strensthened by meetings
with lir. Shigemitsu in subsequent years, the lest only

a few weeks before Fearl Harbor, when he- expressed
angxiety over the trend of American-Japanese negotietions,

I can recall no instance, during my fifteen years of
service in the Zmbassy at Tokyo, thet any counmentary
was made by the Lmbassy to the Jepertment of Stete on MNr.
Shicemitsu that was not complimentary and favorsble to
hims.

(Sirned) Eugene H. Dooman

S>tate of Connscticut
Litchfield County 5SS
Litchfield Township

i Eu}ene H, Doomen, Litchfield, Connecticut, having
been first’ quly sworn, meke oath and say that the attached

photostatic copy 1s a true copy of the statement deted
8 December 1946, given by me for use in evidence in the
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trial of mejor war criminals for the International
VMilitary Tribunal for the Far East now sitting in Tokyo,
and that such statement 1s in all resvects true to

the best of my knowledge and belief,

I do further make oath and say that the conversation
with Mamoru Shizemitsu referred to in the aforesaid
statement took plece at the Tokyo Club took place. duriling
the latter part of October or the first half of November,
1941; that the meeting was casual and not pre-arranged
and was therefore brief; and that Mr. Shigemitsu statement
to me war, to the best of my recollection: "I am very
anxious about the way the vwashington negotiations are
now going. ZFYleasse do your very best".

(Signed) Eucene i, Dooman

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 17th day of May, 1947

(Signed) Katherine L. Thoms

otary tublic
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Having first duly sworn an oath as un attached

sheet end in accordance with the procedurc followed

in my country I hereby depoée as follows.
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above statenent was sworn by the bLeponent, who aiflixed

S

hercby certify that thne

wi ¥

his signature and seal thcereto iIn the prcsence i

this Witness.
-On the same uate
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In zccordence with uy conscience I sweﬁr to tell
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G aading

L
[

1ing
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the whole truth withholding not

nothing.
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