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>ubiect: OQCCTUFPATICY OF mum PRILTPPINES AND ™HE SHTHERL, NDS
Baos INVDIES,
Porzomnc. interrogoted ~nd brckground of e=ch:
wDioin FUJITL, t~s~michi, IJN, St=ff Officer of 2nd Fleet
>outhern Scs from 1941 to 19423 ~nd S5teff Fember of Bureauy
of I'ilitery 'ff-~irs, N.D., Tokyo from 1942 to 1945,

""here Interviewed: LeJolMey Gtafs College.
Interrogetor: Cormander T H. ioorer, Ues.Mavy,

Interpreter: Lt.(jz) ». P. Brovn, U.S.I7.R,, and
ohigio KANEDA.

SUMITARY

The Japanese advance into the FHILIFFINES, DUTCH
£..59T INDIES ~nd RPITISH Do LAYA Involved the defent of the
principal enemy forces encounted plus the seizure ard OC~
Cupation of stretegic points. It wes plarned *o accomplish
this by surprise air attacks combined with simultaneous
thrusts extendins over 2 wide creéa. oSneed wrs the lkevnote
of the oper~tion since it was enticipated that the Jananesae
IFleet would be reoulred to meet g counterattack by the bulk
of the Tnited ~t-tes Fleet. The critical factor in the tim-
ing of the oper~tion was the destruction of ‘mericen Airp
strength. in the FHYILIF” INES, ™his weos sieecessfully accome
plished,

Captain FUJTITA expleins the orgsnization of the
Southern Force, the general plans end certesin details con-
cerning the opreration,
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TEAYZCRIPT

o “hat was the specific objective of

the oper=tion in the
South Pacific?

A “he objective of the Souvthern Oper-tions
the principzl forces of the americen, Tritich and Duteh
Forces in the Southern .res £nd to selze and occupy the
following places in order named: PHILIPFIIES, RUITISH
! nLAYA, BUSMNA, CELEBES, SUNPATRA, TINO 2nd ether Duteh

Islands. It was planned to ocCupy these 2reas after

surprise attacks =nd to make every effort to cormplete

this eperation 2s soon =s possii

hle in order te release
the Southern Force for otirer plenned opzr-tiens

28 tO overceme

Qe Did the operation so gceording to plan?®

Ao Yes, the oper=tion wes to be crarried out in the
follewing menner:
(1) atteck and, oceupetion of BRITISH FATAYVA
(2) Surprise air attesck on the FFILIFPIMWS
(westher might delay the opcretion, but
in spite of the delay the reaids would
still be carvied out) e nlsnned to
utillze 2ir attack to the extrene in
oorder to destroy =211 Americqn alrerart
in the FHILIF™INTS After which the
ereas would bz occupied in the follow-
ing order:

FAILIPTINES RALI
BONERD SUI ATRA
CELZDES JAVA
ANRON BURLA

" II:0R

Qs Was the destruction of the Americeon
FHILIPPINTS
operation?

"1r Porece 1n tha

the critical fretor in the timing ef the

he Yes, if we could tske csre of the enemy air Force

then the invesion could ve conducted on sciredule,

J ¢ 'het was the specific mission of ~dmira1 KOXDO'S
Force (Southern Force)?

L, (1) To destroy the eneny aAlr Kérce =nd (2) to suppert
the landing force,

t"-”:.)

. Draw a di=gram indicating the organization of the
Seuthern Torce during occupation of the PHILIPPINES
anpd DUTCH 2287 TKDIE8

i @

Malll BODY

(2 Pattleships, 2 “eavy Cruilsers, 4
Destrovers)

PEILIPPING ISLLND GROUP

SOUTHERN FO CE

(2nd Flecet) 1 (3 Hezvy Cruisers, 10 Destro—eres, aUX1licry
V.4idm, 70IDO craft)
2 (3 Feavy Cruisers, 1 Light Cruiser, 12
Destrovers)

3 (1 Light Cruiser, 12 Destrovers)
4 (1 Light Cruiser, 12 Destroyers)
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3P (Continued)

V1 AL, FLORT

(21 Flot = 150 planes) (22 Flot -« 100 planes)
(23 Tlet = 150 planes)

SUBMAR LY ROUP

SOUTFERN FOTCE (4th Squad -~ 5% Subs)(5th Squ~d - A Subs)
(2nd Fleet) (6th Squ~d - 4+ Subs)
VerOmes KEONDO

MINSLAoYHED G OUP

(2 minelayers)

P‘ .J.:... IJ JA.Y.L:J. C“T.)a. Q_E‘_E_

(4 Heavy Cruisers, 1 Light Crviser, 10
Drctrovoro)

Q. What wes the general plan for the PHILIPFI'E attack?

A The first objective was to destroy the -merican “"ir rorce
by an air s2ttack launched from FC MOS: (I'ostly Novy Planes).
To gssist in this we planned to occupy APLBRI =2nd B=TalF
ISLAYDS 120 miles North of LUZON =2nd estsbllish an emesrgency

ajirfield there., This was necess~ry becoruse of the com-
pﬂrﬂtlve short range of the 'rmy planes. .: 1ew deyve lztler
(about 12 December) we were scheduled to ~+toc)- DLVL0
nd LEG-.SPI. These =ttacks were stogzed from P.LalU; ten
Gays leter (about 22 Deceimber) we were to lend ot L.I.ON
BAY »nd LING.YAN GULF. After the londings were ceffected,
it was the duty of the .rmy to complete the occup~tion.
If the situation in PRITISH MAL.Y. and TFAIL.MD permitted,
we would make a sudden lﬂnaing. Flans were also to atftack
RIRI ISLAYD by air 2nd simultaneously to make a landing
with =& small force, MIFTI and KUCH.LFG,valuable because
of oil, werc actunlly OCCUDlLd ot 16 ﬁnd 29 December respec-

tively, During the ocoupsition of the PULLIFFINZSy 1% Was
nlenned to l-ounch simultaneotsly an inva31on against BO- " NEQ,,
TR Ny BALIRIP.PLN 2nd B.NDJERIV.SIN., Thils landing was

staged from PLL.U. .t the same time INEN.DO, KEID.RI,
}KiSSAR in the CELEBES and [MBOV and DUTCHE TIMOR were tTo
be occuvpiecd. Parachute troops were used at [.EN.DO, ?OE?LNG
and PLLEYB.NG., .fter the nentrallzation of SINGAPORE, 1t
was planncd to occupy Jd..Vi.

3 "ere the forces used in the JiVe Decupation part of the
forces used in the PHILIPI INESY

Ae Nat entirely. Thls force was stesed from UL and JuPLK

and the PHILIPPINES., It was pleonned to land st three

places, B.LTAVIL, SOER.LEAJ .. snd the center north coast of
JiVis The Tleet supporting the landing in the PHILIPPLITGS
combined with the forces at MIEI and pt‘occorq sd TO Ja Vi
The entire oper=tion wes a joint operation hetween the
.rmy =nd Nevy. The total number of Nevy land based 21r-
craft emploved in the cntire operation wes 300 in the
PHILIPFIUES - 100 At 5.L1IGOL. The 200 plenes in the
PHILIPFII'ES were roved into the E.ST I"DIES &8 the eper-
ation progressed. The entire oreration went =2ctuclly
according to plan 2nd only mMinor Chonges Were TICCES82TY,
The Commander in Chief of the Second Flcet was in direct
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A, (Continued)

command of the MALAYA Oper~tion. In the middle of
Jenusry, we rendezvoused »t PALAU with a2 cerricr rorce
from JAFAN and proceeded to KEIDAPI and then to the ares
South of JAVA where we remained until the operation for
the occupn~tion of JAVA wsos completed.,

:Ff-..f )

. ‘ere you familiar with the gzenerel over »11 plans?

'
-]

Yes, 2ll plesrs in general.

2l

Did the success of PEAFL HLTBOR ~lter these plans in
anyway?

A, "he oper~tion pleans were mode up with the fact in mind
the PEATL Y.mBOR ope ation was going to be 2 svccess.,

P "hat action did vou expect the "mericcn Flcet to take
after the war started?

A, I thought the 'mericsn Submarinc Forces would CAUSE
trouble, but didn't expect strong forces of surfrece
ereTit.

o Did you expect reinforcements to core from thre UNITED
ST.TES eofter the war starteds

Ao ‘'e didn't think that reinforcements would come A1rett,
but we h~d in mind th=t the Amcricon Flcet world o
ossembled in the PACIFIC for 2 counterattack and thot is
the reason why we hurried with the DDETETLON .

w+ During the approach of the Fhiliprinc Group to LUZON,
were attacks expected?

A, 28, they were, and wec took the necessery precautions.

N "That kind of precavrtions?

A, «ll ne%. guns vere manncd =nd 211 units were Xept out of
renge =s much 2s possible. (60C miles)

(e o Do ou knovw why CL.R." and NIC OLS Fields were not
~ttecked at deylight or shortlv thereafter on &
December?

Ae Ihe plan was to attack =t davm, but bcoeause of the bed
weather, the sttack woas deloved until 1230,

o Can you tell me the tots) number of ships the Japanese
Force lost, both comb~%t 2nd merchent s..ips in this
Operation?

A Tvio or three minec sweepers were lost, Yo other
me jor damoge was encountered bv our shins,

(Lo D1dn't you lose two destroyers from cvb- ~rine 2 ttack?

Lo Yes, I think so.
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~are you familier with the =ttack on Jananesec Convoy
by ‘merican Destrovers in MAC.SS.R STRAITS on 24
Februery?

I ~m not familiar with the oper=otion, but will ask
oificers of the Third Flecet to investiegnte 1t for
YO1l, ~he officers ~re Captrin IH.FPA 2nd Captain
LoblHAR

vou familiesr with the

actlion South of BLLI on 19
rvery?

sre
O

No.

‘re vou familirr with the detnils of the Battle of

JaVio 53A

Tnis was & Third Fleet operstior.

Ceptrin ISFIH RA will
give you this informetion.

I'-T'i

2ny Japanese ships sunk in the

i
’

Yere there

AT
SRR N

No, only demaged,
lere any Jarancsc battleships nresent?
No.

nfter the battle, some of our ships attermpted to cze-pe
through the stroits. Do vou know anvthing sbout then?

I knew they were sunk, but no detoil.
ths destroyer FUBUKI sank the HOUSTON.

1 believe theat

1‘

‘ere all the ships svnk North of J.V.

v DETODT
torough the Str»its%

chey got

1 Think so, hut -m not sure.

Did the large Jan
have anv

fieBe rorce oper-~ting South of J4°Vi
“ction =t 5117

A Dutch desgtroyer wos sink, but it was *houcht
Jmerlean Cruiser MARBLEHE. D at the time.

to be the

Did rou know thst the HOUSTON had been borbed ~nd only
the fwid. turrcts were in opersting condition?
oy 1 didn't know that,

In the LIEG.Y.N Oper-tions, waore
thc

.

tue shirs suprorting
Lsnding in the Gulf attacked by ~ircr~ft?

Yes

- e b , I th.in],: TD}T

1land "ose plrnes,

Do vou know whot demrge thc ships roceived?
1 thnink th~t one lieht cruise
Cofiveet Ceptrin Be THAP

" H (Eh e

wes slightly da aged,
i for details.




