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Subject: Visil to Japanese Drug Stores
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Personnel interrogated and backgiround cf each: .. YONEZO, Choto, drug

store proprietor, Osaka; another drug store proprietor, name unknown,
Dr KIMATSU, Ishiro, Head of Pharmaceutical Affairs Section, Osaka Fu,

‘here interviewed_ Their stores, in Osaka_._
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Interrogator _Harold B Hilton
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A411ied Officers Present None
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oummarys: Two drug stores were visited in an attempt to determine the items of
medical supplies now available to the Japanese to the Japanese population in the
various retail outlets, At the Dojima Drug Company, of which Mr Choto Yonezo is |
proprietor, an appraisal of the stock disclosed that comparatively large ocuantities

of vitamin preparations and sex hormones of various types dominated the drug
supply. This was an average-sized drug store, and according to Dr Kimatsu, was

typical of the better drug stores in Japen. There seemed to be a very small stok

of the commoner prescription drugs such as asprin, quinine, cascara segrada, ete,
on hand. It appeared that the people of Japan placed their faith in the patent

medicines rather than the prescriptions of the attanding physicians.

Another drug store directly across the street appeared to be a duplicate of
the first, so far as tyves of stock were concerned. It carried large stocks _
of patent medicines, as against the standard prescription counter types of drugs.
As smamphem an example of the type of patent medicine sold, a reproduction of
the label appearing in English on one side of a Japanese preparation is given.

Dr Kimatsu was asked why the Pure Food and Drug Laws of hié country per-

mitted the sale of such an apparent fraud, and he replied that the laws were
difficult to enforce, particularly during the war years,




