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Of the foreign-born population, 42.6 
percent were naturalized U.S. citizens; 
the remaining were not U.S. citizens. 
The poverty rate and the number in 
poverty in 2009 for naturalized U.S. 
citizens were 10.8 percent and 1.7 
million, estimates not statistically 
different from 2008. The poverty 
rate and the number in poverty for 
those who were not U.S. citizens rose 
to 25.1 percent and 5.4 million in 
2009—up from 23.3 percent and 5.0 
million in 2008. 

Region

The poverty rate increased from 2008 
to 2009 in three of the four regions, 
while all four regions had increases in 
the number of people in poverty. The 
Midwest poverty rate increased from 
12.4 percent to 13.3 percent, and the 
number in poverty increased from 
8.1 million to 8.8 million; the South 
increased from 14.3 percent to 15.7 
percent and from 15.9 million to 17.6 
million; and the West increased from 
13.5 percent to 14.8 percent and from 
9.6 million to 10.5 million. The 2009 

poverty rate for the Northeast was 
12.2 percent (not statistically different 
from the 2008 rate), while the number 
in poverty increased from 6.3 million 
in 2008 to 6.7 million in 2009.

Residence

Inside metropolitan statistical areas, 
the poverty rate and the number of 
people in poverty were 13.9 percent 
and 35.7 million in 2009—up from 
12.9 percent and 32.6 million in 2008. 
Among those living outside metro-
politan areas, the poverty rate and the 
number in poverty were 16.6 percent 
and 7.9 million in 2009—up from 15.1 
percent and 7.3 million in 2008.

Between 2008 and 2009, the pov-
erty rate for people in principal cities 
increased from 17.7 percent to 18.7 
percent, while the number in poverty 
increased from 17.2 million to 18.3 
million. Within metropolitan areas, 
people in poverty were more likely to 
live in principal cities. While 38.2 per-
cent of all people living in metropolitan 
areas in 2009 lived in principal cities, 

51.2 percent of poor people in metro-
politan areas lived in principal cities. 
For those inside metropolitan areas but 
not in principal cities, the poverty rate 
and the number in poverty rose from 
9.8 percent and 15.3 million to 11.0 
percent and 17.4 million.

Work Experience

Among all workers aged 16 and older, 
both the poverty rate and the number 
in poverty increased to 6.9 percent 
and 10.7 million from 6.4 percent and 
10.1 million.

Between 2008 and 2009, the increase 
in poverty among workers was driven 
almost entirely by those who worked 
less than full-time, year-round.44 Both 
the percentage and number in poverty 
increased among less than full-time, 
year-round workers from 13.5 percent 
and 7.3 million to 14.5 percent and 
8.0 million. For full-time, year-round 

44 The increase between the 2008 and 2009 
estimates for all workers and for less than full-
time, year-round workers were not statistically 
different from each other.

Figure 5.
Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2009

Notes:  The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. For information on recessions, see Appendix A.
Data for people aged 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not available from 1960 to 1965.   

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.   

Percent  
 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

200920052000 19951990198519801975197019651959

Recession 

12.9 percent
8.9 percent

20.7 percent

18 to 64 years

Under 18 years

65 years and older


